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Ei)ITOE’S PEEFi-CE 


The growing interest in Oriental literature lias led mo 
to think ..that a reprint of my father’s translation of the 
Shah Nanicli would be acceptable to the pulilic. As one 
of tlie “ Chandos Classics ” it will be brought in a cheap 
form before a class of readers who would otherwise have 
no opportunity of becoming acquain/id with the ‘‘Iliad of 
the East.” 

My father’s work was Iho first attempt to translate the 
Shall Nixmeh into English. It was printed by the Oriental 
Translation Fund in 1832, and was honoured by tlie Royal 
Gold Medal, The eminent Orientalist, the late Professor 
H. II. Wilson, in a notice of my father’s literary alid 
artistic labours, says, “ His most considerable work wa^ 
an abridged version and epitome of the great poem of 
Firdausi, the Shah Nameh ; the narrative its level 
passages being translated in prose, and many, rising into 
poetrjr and passion, in blank verse or occasionally in 
rhyme. At the end the episode of Sdhnib is reprinted. 
The great length, and in many respects tediousness, of 
the entire , Shah Ndraeh, renders it fittle likely that a 
translation of the whole poem would ever be acceptable 
to* an Briglisk public, and from this ^abridgment they 



izni. Jbe publishcil a narrative of the Campaign 
to the surrender of Dost Mahomad Khan, and a series ot 
lithographic drawings entitled Sketches in Atfghanistan. 
In the former he gives a description of Mahmud's tomb, 
near Ghizni, which he visited with deep interest, and I 
venture to quote some lines he wrote upon the spot. 

“ How little thought I, when with plcasin toil, 

I sought to foster on another soil 
nio poet *8 flowys of beauty, that kind fate 
Would bring me-here to Ghizni, now so late 
In life, with pilgrim feelings to survey, 

The scenes of MahinM’s glory in decay ; 

To seek the spot Fiifiausi loved to tread, 

To think him present— and by fancy led 
Wander delicious boworo and groves among, 

Listening with fresh delight to his romantic song. 

And this is Mahmitd’s tomb, memorial frail, t 
Had fame not cherished his heroic talc ; 

The sandal doors no [)erfumc now retain, 

Brought by himself from Somnat’s holy fane, 

And though pure marble shields his honoured bier, 
CoiTodin^ears display their footsteps here ; 

A mulberry bow'ct adorns and marks the place, 

Where silent sleeps the monarch of his race." 

4i * 

Ih edi&ng tbe new iSition I have carefully revised the 
work. I have recast some sentences — have omitted soihe 
passages — and have corrected various errors of the press. 

J. A. ATKINSON. 


Lovaai ' Makokkstkii, 



TEANSLATOE’S PEEFACE. 


Tub ‘ work hero submitted to the public, presents for the 
first time in the English language an abridgment of the 
heroic poem of the great poet of Persia. It is now about five- 
and- twenty years since I first contemplated an abstract of the 
Shah Nameh, in prose and verse ; and ^t was in the course of 
reading for tliat purpose that the episode containing the stoiy 
of Sohrab, wdiich I published with the original text in Calcutta 
in 1814, stmek me as peculiarly meriting, from its highly 
chivalrous spirit and pathetic denouement, a more full transla- 
tion than lould be given to the whole poem. But it was not 
till 1829 that the sea-voyage from India gave me an oppor- 
tunity of making such progress in the present undertaking, *as 
to enable me to bring it to a speedy conclusfon, and prepare it 
for the press. The general reader will now have the means of 
forming his own estimate of a producti(m so celebrated, and so 
often refei-red to under the flatteni| designation of the Iliad 
of* the East. He will at any rate see through an unpretending 
but intelligible medium, of what materials it is composed. 

The Shdh Ndmeh is indeed a history in rhyme. It com- 
prises the ^naTs and achievements of Hhe ancient kings of 
Persia, &om Kaidmers down to the invasion and conquest of 
th^t empire by the S(q;acens, in 636, an estimated period of 
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more than 3,600 yearti !* It was finished early in the eleventh 
century, fratlicred from the tales^and legends for dges tradi- 
tionally known throughout the country, an3 in accordance 
with thaf? origin, it jibouuds in adventures of thg most wild an/I 
romantic description, in prodigious efforts of strdhgth and 
valour, and tticre arc lieroines to be met with in the Persian 
kird as intrepid and beautiful as ever vanquished heart or 
wielded s^^ord in western poetry. It is, in fact, considered 
onp of the finest productions of the kind wdiich Oriental, or 
rather, perhaps, Mahommedan nations can boast ; and^ though 
the general character of Persian composition is well known to 
be excess of ornament and inflation of style, the language of 
Firdausi is comparatively simple, ''aiid possesses a greater 
portion of the energy and grace of our own poets than has 
been commonly admitted. His verse is exquisitely smooth 
and flowing, and never interrupted by inverted and harsh 
forms of construction. Ho is perhaps the sweetest as well as 
the most sublime poet of Persia. In (jpic graiideil^* ho is above 
all, and lie is liosidos one of the easiest to b (3 understood. 

The author of the Sliah Ndmeh has usually bceii^ called the 
JIoniA'’ of the East, but it certainly could not be from any 
consideration of j^ljuMiig the Greek and Persian togetlier in 
the same scale of excellence. Each may be more properly 
ISokcd upon as the best of his own country. Sir William 
Jones, in Jiie essay on filie Poctiy of the Eusteiii Nations, docs * 
“ not pretend to assort that the poet of Persia is equal to that 
(»f Greece ; but 'there is certainly,” he observes, ‘‘a very great 
resoniblanco between the works of those exti-Uordinary men ; 
both drew their images from nature herself, without catching 

. * Kaiiimers is iindoretood to be the Adam of the flre-worshippere, and the 
grandson of Nd, or Noah, of the Mahommedans. 
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them only from reflection^ and painting, in the manner of the 
modem phots, the likeness of a likeness ; and both possessed, 
in an eminent degree, the ricli and creative invention, which is 
the very soul* of^poetry.” There is another resoniblauce, which 
is, howevcA’, unconnected with their comparative merits ; but 
it is one which has chiefly, I think, given occasion, to Iho 
Persian being called the Homer of the East ; thh heroic poems 
of Firdausi are held exactly in the same "estimittiou with 
rciference to the wgrks of other poets of Persia, as those ,of 

Homer are in the West. Like Homer, too, he describes a rude 

« 

age, when personal strength and ferocious courage were chiefly 
valued, and when the tumultuous passions of the mind had 
not been softened and harmonized by civilization, or brought 
under the control of reason and reflection, Firdausi is also as 
mucTi the father of Persian poetry as Il9mer is of the Greek ; 
but it would be little less than sacrilege to draw a critical 
comparison between the Shdh NAmch and the Iliad I 

Ft has beeff observed by Dr. Hurd, in his letters on Chivalry 
and Romance, that “there is a remarkable cojTespondcnco 
between tfio manners of the old heroic times, as painted by 
their great romancer Homer, and those which are represSnted 
to us in the modern books of knight-errantry.” The corre- 
spondence is, however, infinitely more striking between the 
manners described by Firdausi and those of the ago of 
•European chivalry. It is well known Cliab the Mo%^s carried, 
into Spain the fictions and romances of Arabia and Persia, 
and mogt of onr best tales are supposed to be derived from the 
same source. Ily has already been said that Firdausi wrote in 
the beginning of the eleventh century, but it was not till the 
twelfth thati:omances of chivalry began t? amuse and delight 
the western ^orld. Although the Rcttnan de la Rose was tha 
first coDsi^ei-able work of the kind in verse, the poem which 
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gave life and character to all succeeding tales of chivalry was 
the Orlauflo rnufanorato of Roynx^o, afterwards improved and 
parajihnisod hy Bcnii. To this production we are indebted for 
the Orhhuh Furiom of Ariosto ; and in a similar relation to 
each other stand the Bastan-Naiiieh, of which we shafi presently 
speak, and the Shiih Njimeh of Firdausi. 

In the series of romantic adventures which constitute the 
Shah Nitmch, the principal hero is Rustem. He is born 
during the reign of Miniichihr, and it is not till some centurie s 
afterwards, whilst Oushtfusp is sovereign of Persi;i, that lie 
perishes by^trcachery, to avenge the deatli of Isfendiyiir, in- 
voluntarily slain by the champion. Ttetareer of this prodigy 
of strength, and piety, and valour, mniifejhtta have been of more 
than antediluvian duration, unless indeed it could be imagined 
that Rustem was adojitod by the cliampion of every successive 
reign as a name or title of distinction ; but that is impossible, fur 
his brother Ziulra dies with him ; he is always the son of ZAl, 
who indeiid survives him, and tlic grandson of Sam, and there 
can bo no doubt of his being the same individual througluait, 
the same everlasting conqueror.* So well has Firdausi preserved 
the indomitable spirit of this heroic character, that, even in 
his last moments, ^ he slays the wTetch who had betrayed him. 

Rustem has been generally called the Persian Hercules, and 
in bravery and power the two heroes present many points of 
rescmblanfie. Sir William Ouselcy, in his valuable travels, has 
drawn an ingenious parallel between them, especially with 
regard to the labours of these celebrated champioiTs. The 

* Rut tho Sh&h N^meh cannot be said to have any pretensions to true 
history, and chronology eqmilly disregarded in the j ictical imagination of 
Firdausi; for, according to him, Jerashld had reigned seveq hundred years 
before he was inspired with the impious ambition which occasioned his 
'downfall, and the despotism of the usari)er Zoh&k is stated to have lasted one 
thousand yean 1 
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labours of Ruj^tcm were however only seven, wliilsb those of 
Hercules were twelve. It is^not, I believe, understood that 
the series of exploits performed by the Pcraiaii hero are at 
all figurative* like those of the Grecian god ; for according 
to the thcbry of Dupjiis, Hercules is considered as no other 
tlian the siiri, and his twelve kbours are regarded* as a, repfe- 
sentation of the annual course of that lumiiiai’y through tlie 
signs of the Zodiac. In the ShAh Niimeh, IsfendiyiiP hiia also 
his seven lalx)urs as well as Rustem, and botli consist in the 
overthrojY of devouring monsters, and the destniction of 
talismans and works of enchantment. Rusteiif, however, 
performs his exploits alone, mounted on his famous horse 
Kakiish, whilst Tsfeiidiyilr is accompanied and assisted by a 
nunijrous party of horsemen. All nations, indeed, have had 
their unconquerable knights and destructive dragons. We 
had our St. George, and other countries can no doubt* boast 
of cavaliers equally valiant, and of monsters equally pestiferous 
and Jiorrible. • 

Of Abul Kilsim Firdausi, the author of this cclebnited 
work, little is satisfactorily known. He was bom at Tiis, a 
city of Khorass^n, about the year 950. But in Daulet STiali’s 
acxjount of the Persian poets, his proper name is said to have 
been Ilassan, and that of his father Ishak Sherlf Shah, who 
worked as a gardener on the domain of tJie governor of Tus? 
The following circumstances, respecting the origin of the 
poem and the life of the poet, arc chiefly derived freyn the 
preface .to the copy of the Shah Ndmeh w^hich w^as collated 
in the year of the Hejira 829, about 400 years ago, by order 
of Bayisunghur Bahider Kh4n. It appears from that preface 
that Yezdjird, the last king of the SassaSian race, took con- 
sidenible pains in collecting all the chronicles, histories and 
traditions, connected with Persia and the sovereigns of that 
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cnniiiry, froui tlie time of KaWmers to the accesi^on of the 
Kliosi’j'ms, wliioh, by his directicK.!, were digested and bronglit 
ijito one vieW', and formed the book known by, the name of 
Syiir-al-]\iriliik, or the Biistiin-Nainch. AV^ie^i th^ followtTs 
uf,Mah(fiumed ovortui'iied the Persian 'luoiuircliy, this work 
was foinid in ^ho plundered library of Yezdjird. The prefico 
above allyded td) minutely traces its progress tlirough diflbrent 
hands in Arabia, EUiiopia, and TTindiistan. The chronicle 
\vfis afterwards continued to the time of Yezdjird. In the 
tenth century, one of the Kings of the Samaiiian dynasty 
directed 13ukiki to versify that extensive w'ork, but the poet only 
lived to tiiiish a thousand distiches, having been assassinated 
by liis own slave. Nothing further w'as done till tlu? reign 
of Sultilii Alahiniid Sabuktugin, iu the beginning of the 
oleveiiWi con tiny, Tliat illustrious corupioror, wliose resthjss 
auibiUoii extended his dominion from the Tigi’is to the Ganges, 
and from the mountaiiis of Tartaiy to the Indian Ocean, with 
the intention of augmenting the glories of his reign projected 
a history of the kings of Persia, aiid ordered the litcraiy 
chariiclors of his courl. conjointly to prepare one from all 
accessible records. While they w'crc engaged upon tliis laborious 
undertaking, a ri^inaiitio accident, which it is unnecessary to 
ih'seribe, fiirnislicd the Sultan with a copy of the Bastan- 
Namoh, tlie existence yf wdiich was till then unknown to him. 
Prom this work Mahmud selected seven Stories or llonianecs, 
which he delivered to seven poets to bo composed in verse, that 
he might bo able to ascertain the merits of each competitor. 
The poet rnsari, to whom the story of llustem and Sohrab 
was given, gained fee palm, and he was aobordingly engaged 
to arrange the whole history in verse. 

Firdausi was at this time at Tds, his native city, where he 
cultivated his poetical ‘talents with assiduity and success. "Ho 
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hail .heard ^ of* the attempt of Diildld to versify the history 
of the kings of Pai*sia, and of^lic determination of the reigning 
kyig, i^fahmucl, to patronize an imclertaking wliieh ja'oiniscd 
to* add liLstj’c to the age in which lie lived. Having Forhinatdy 
succeeded iij prociirin’g a copy of the Jhistan-NAnieli, ho pur- 
sued his studies Avitli unremitting zeal, and §ooii pihduced 
that part of the poem in Avhich the battlcH of Zolutk and 
Feridiin are described. The performance was universally r(‘ad 
and admired, and it Avas not long before his fame 1‘eaeht‘d 
the cars* of the Sultan, avIio immediately invited him to his 
court. 

Another notice of his life state.s, that ho and his hrotlier 
IMahsiid Avere origi n a.] ly husbandmen, occupicul in the labours 
of tlft field at Tus, and that it was tlie persecution of a malicious 
enemy Avhicli droA^e the poet from his native place. Wrdausi 
told his lirothor that he was unable to endure the iasulU that 
Avero coiitinnjilly heaped upon him, and proposed that they 
should depart together to another country ; but Afahsud, not 
disposed t(f abandon his home, objected to this selicme. Fir- 
dausi however was dctei’mined to remain no longer at Tiit^ and 
immcMliately set out unfriended and alone on his way fco 
Ohiziu. 

When our author had reached tlie vicinity of the capital, h^ 
jiappencd to pass near a garden Avhery Unsari, Usjudi, and 
Furrold Avere sitting drinking Avine. Those celel)raT;ed p(Jols 
observed, a stranger approach, and one of tliem said : “ Tf that 
felloAV comes hither he will spoil our pleasure, lot us therefore 
get rid of him at once by scolding him away.” But tlie others 
disapproved of tWs harsh mode of proceeding, and thouglit it 
Avould bef better, and more consistent with their condition and 
character, to overcome him by some stroke of learning or 
waggery. * Whci> Firdausi drew near, mKtua> salutations having 
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passed Lefcween them, they thus familiarly addressed him : 
“ Here wc are, euga^ed in making extemporaneous verses, and 
whoever is able to follow them up with promptitude and effect, 
shall ])C* admitted as an approved companion to our social 
board.” Firdausi was willing and ready to submit ti this test, 
an(l Unaari thus commenced upon an apostrophe to*a beautiful 
woman : 

The light of the moon to thy splendour is weak 
Usjiidi rejoined : 

The rose is eclipsed by the bloom of thy check. 

Then Fun-oki ; 

Thy cyc-lashcs dart through the folds of the joshun,* 

* UlUu^ 

It was now Firdausi’s turn ; and he said without 
pause, but with admirable felicity : 

Like the javelin of Giw in the battle with Poshun. 

•anger ; 

The poets were astonished at the readiness of tha 

aqd teing totally ignorant of the story of Glw 

inquired of him from whence it was derived, wlri^ . 

I lu tile 

related to them the onslaught or encounter as 

iJastan-Niimeh. Upon which they treated him with 

kindness and respect, a’hd were so pleased with 

geniusAe displayed on other subjects, that they rec 

him to the patronage of Shah Mahmiid ; an i^star^j.^ 

interestedness, if tnie, highly honourable to the gj^|. 

It is also related that the Sultan, when Firdaut « 

( % ■*^PTses 

introduced to himi requested the poet to compose some >w. 


Josbun armour « 
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m hia presence ; upon which, Firdausi instantly pronounced 
the following \ 

The cradled infant, whose sweet lips are yet 
Balmy with milk from its own mother's breast, 

Llsp^ fii*st the name of Malimilid. 

This raixi compliment delighted the king, and confirmed bis 
high opinion of the extraordinary merits of the poet. 

When Firdausi arrived at Ghizni, the suoccss of Unsarf, 
in giving a poetical dress to the romance of Rustem and Sohrah, 
was the subject of general observation and praise. Anijuatbd 
by this proof of literary taste at court, he commenced upon 
the stoiy of the battles of Isfendiyar and Rustem ; and having 
completed it, he embraced the earliest opportunity of getting 
that poem presented to the Sultan, who had already seen 
abui^lant evidence of the transcendent talents of the author. 
Mahmiid regarded the production with admiration and ifclight. 
He without hesitating a moment appointed him to comjdcte the 
Shah Nameh, and ordered his chief minister * to pay him a 
thousand miskuls for every thousand distichs, and at the same 
time honou|cd him with the surname of Firdausi, because that 
he had ditfused over his court the delights of paradise.f 
Unsarl himself liberally acknowledged the superiority of 
^|!irdausi’s g(/iius, and relinquished the unciertaking without 
apparent regret. , 

''**The minister, in compliance with the injunctions of Mahmud, 
offered to pay the sums as the work went on ; but Tirdaftsi 
unfortunately preferred waiting till he had complcte*d his 
engagenlent, and receiving the whole at onec, as he had long 
indulged the hope of being able to do something of importance 
for the benefit of his native city. 

It appears *that Firdausi, in his new situation, did not act 

Ahmed Mymandl. ^ t Firdaus eigoifiefl paradue. 
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with becoming discretion. lie had composed verses inlionoiir 
of the minister whose office it was to supply him With whatever 
he might require, but did nothing to conciliate the good graces 
of Aiyai* one of the principal favourites of Malimiid. In con- 
sequence of this omission, Ai yar sought^ every oppg^^’tunity to 
injUHi Jf'irdawsi and ruin his interests with the kiijg. Several 
passages in his poems were extracted and invidiously com- 
mented iqjon, as* containing sentiments contrary to the prin- 
ciples of 11 ic true faith ! It wtis alleged that they proved him 
to be a liyjiocritical philosopher, and a schismatic. The king 
was highly indignant on hearing that the poet was 'guilty of 
cherishing impious doctrines ; upon which occasion Firdausi 
solicited an andiemee, and throinng himself at the feet of 
Mahmiid, protested against the malignant calumny which had 
been bi’ought against him ; but Mahmud replied that the 
people of Tus were of the same character, all heretics alike ! 
The ^situation of the poet under royal displeasure had thus 
become critical, and ho remained at Ohiziii, thpngh still pro- 
secuting bis labours, in a state of great anxiety and alarm. 
But in spite of all that artifice and malignity couW frame, the 
poel rose in the esteem of the public. Admiration followed 
him in the progress of the work, and presents were showered 
upon him from every quarter. The poems wore at length 
“completed. The composition of sixty thousand couplets* ap- 

** In ' dissertation called Yaminiy it is said that the ancient poet Rudiki, 
who Uourishod half a century hetore Firdausi, had written ooe million and 
tliree huudrcil vprses ; an Oriental Lope de Vega ! 

The copies of tho Slifi.h N&meh now generally met with, vary in extent 
many thousand couplc’ts — few of tliem contiiining the original number. This 
inequality has been thus accounted for; the katibs, or*copyers, engaged upon 
so ijiinense a work, arc apt to expedite the accomplishment of their task by 
omissions in dilTereiitcparts, whilst, on the other ha^d, many of them have 
not only interpolated passages. but whole episodes. The curj^ius in composition 
and style have long been amused in conjecturing what is genuine, and what is 
added or doubtful, but to very little purpose, some of the questioned stories 
being fully equal to the best parts of poepu 
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pears to have cost him the labour of thirty years. The Sultan 
was' fully sensible of tlie value and excellence of that splendid 
monument of gbnius and talents, and proud of being the 
patroTiiser of a^work which promised to perpetuate Ifis name, 
lie ordered an elephant-load of gold to be given to the author. 
But the maiignity of the favourite was unappetuse<^, and. he was 
still bent upon the degradation and ruin of the foet. Contriv- 
ing to establish his own success with the king, instead of the 
elephant-load of gold, he managed to get sent to him ()0,0j[)0 
silver dirhems ! Firdausi was in the public bath at the time ; 
and when he found that the bags contained only silver, he was 
so enraged at the insult offered to him, that on the spot he gave 
20,000 to the keeper of the bath, 20,000 to the seller of refresh- 
ments, and 20,000 to the slave who brought them. “The 
Sultan shall know,” said he, “ that I did not bestow the^ labour 
of thirty years on a work, to be rewarded with dirhems ! ” 
When this circumstance came to the knowledge of the king, he 
was exceedingly exasperated at the conduct of his favourite, 
wlio had, however, artifice and ingenuity enough to exculpate 
himself, ani to cast all the blame upon the poet. Firdausi wius 
charged with disrespectful and insulting behaviour to his sove- 
reign ; and Mahmud, thus stimulated to jxjpentment, and no 
longer questioning the veracity of the favourite, passed an order 
that the next morning he should be trampled to death under 
the feet of an elepliant ! The unfortifhate poet wafi thrown 
into the greatest consternation when he heard of the wilUof the 
Sultan., lie immediately hurried to the presence, and again 
falling at the feet of the king, begged for mercy, pronouncing 
at the same time an elegant culogium on the glories of his 
reign, and tjie innate generosity of his*lieart. The king, 
touched .by his agitation, and still respecting the brilliancy of 
his Jialents^ at length condescended to revoke the order. 

b 2 
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But the wound was deep, and not to be endured without a 
murmur. He immediately obtained from the librarian of 
Mahmud the copy of the Shith ^fkmeh which*he had presented 
to the kftig, and wrote in it his satire on the^Sifltan with all 
the bitterness of reproach which insulted merit coaid devise, 
an3 iiisdantly fled from the court. He passed some time at 
Mazinderiin (Ilyrcania), and afterwards took refuge at Bagdad, 
where he \Vtas in high favour with the Kalif al Kildor Billali, in 
whose praise he added a thousand couplets to the 8h;lh Nameli, 
and for which he received a robe of honour and 00,000 dinars. 
He also wrote a poem called Joseph during his stay in that 
city. 

Another account says, that after abandoning his own country, 
Firdausi remained for some time in the house of Abii el Maali, 
a dealer in books at Herat. Mahmud had, after his escape, 
sent peraous in search of him in every direction ; and as they 
made known the purpose of their mission in every town they 
came to, our poet in great sorrow relumed to T^s ; but afraid 
of not being safe there, he took leave of his relations ahd friends 
and obtained a ijlacc of refuge in Rustemdar. Tfie governor 
received him with kindness, and offered him one liuudred and 
sixty miskals* of^gold if he would cancel from the Shilh Ntlmeh 
the satire composed by him against Mahmud. Firdausi, adds 
Vhis account, agi'ccd to the proposal, cancelled the verses, and 
then rctijmcd to Tiis, Svhere he lived obscurely to afir old age. • 

It k further said that Mahmud at length bccamd aikpiainted 
with the falsehood and treachery of the vizir, wlnjse crupl perse- 
cution of the unoffending poet had involved the character and 
reputation of his court in disgrace. His indignation appeared 
to be extreme, and the favourite was hanisheif foi\ever from his 


* A miskal is about a drachm a half in weight. 
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presence. Anxious to make all the reparation in his po\vt‘r for 
the injustice he had been guilty of, whether purposely or otlier- 
wisc, he immediately dispatched a present of 00,000 djiuiis and 
a robe of state with many apologies for what had happened. 
But Firdausi did not*divc to be gratified by this consoling, ac- 
knowlodguicnt. Ho had I’cturned to his friends at Tdk, wIktc 
he died before the present from the king arrived. His family, 
however, scrupulously devoted it to the bene^'olcnt purposes 
which the poet had originally intended, viz, the erection" of 
public buildings, and the general improvement of his native 
city. 

This latter circumstance is somewhat dilTerently related in 
Daulct Shah*s biogra])hy. Mahmud, it is said, in one of his 
twelve expeditions to India, hearing his minister repeat a pas- 
sage from the Slulh Nameh happily descriptive of his situation 
at the time, was strongly reminded of Firdausi ; and rcoollcMjt- 
ing with regret the injustice he had done the poet, inquired 
what had become of him. The minister replied that he was 
now very pld and infirm, and living obscurely at Tus. The 
Sultan instantly ordered a present, wortliy of the poet tyid of 
himself, to be fonvarded to him ; but at the moment the por- 
s5iis in charge of this present entered the galfc of Tiis, the body 
of Firdausi was being conveyed through the same gate to 1^ 
buried. Wlieii the funeral ceremony was over, Iiowever, the 
amount was carried to his surviving sister : but shel’efuscd to 
receive it, saying, What have I to do now with the wealth of 
kings 

This brief biographical notice is the sum of all that is known 
of the great Firdiiusl. The poet seems tc^liave lived to a con- 
sidcrahlo a^. When he wrote the satire against Mahnnid, 
according to his own account, he w^as more than seventy. 
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When charity dcmanclH a bounteous dole, 

Close is thy hand, coTitnictcd us tliy soul ; 

Now seventy years have maAed my long career, 

Nay more, but age has no protection hero I 

Probably about ten years elapsed during Ws sojourn it Mdzin- 
deiviu and Bagdad, after be quitted the court of Ghi6ui,so that 
he must have l^ecji at least eighty when he died. It appears 
from several parts of the siitirc, that a period of thirty years 
was employed in the composition of the Slulh Nameh, from 
which it must be inferred that he laid been engaged iqum 
that work long before the accession of Mahmud to the throne, 
for that monarch survived Firdausi ten years, and the pei’iod of 
his reign W'as only thirty-one. Although there be nothing in 
the preceding memoir to indicate tliat the poet had com- 
menced^ versifying the Bastan Namcli nine years before the 
reign yf Mahimid, the circumstance can liardly be questioned. 
All oriental biography is so vague, melaphorical, and undeter- 
mined, that there is always great difliculty in arfiving at the 
simplest fact, yet it is not at all probable that the round 
number of thirty years was falsely assumed by the poet. 

tNotwithstandiiig the turn which is given, by the prehicc just 
mentioned, to thoi cause of Firdausi's disixppoiiitmciit, in rc- 
fcrring it solely to the I’ancour of the minister, the conduct of 
Mahmiid appears to have been, in the highest degi*ee, iu- 
coiMsidevate* and cruel. *lle must have well known that dirhems' 
had bdtii sent instead of the elephant-load of gold, and it yvas 
unworthy of the conqueror of tlie world to suffer himself to bo 
flattered and cajoled into petty resentment ilgainst the man 
who had immortalized the exploits of so ma^jy 'ancient heroes, 
and who, in the opening Yerees of the poem, had done such 
honour to his name. The present of 60,000 diiiara which he 
afterwmds scut tft bii^? seems at any rate to shew (upon 4;he 
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presumption of his having been purposely unjust) that he felt 
some stings of ogiscience, an 4 that he wished to recover from 
the disgrace which attached to him, as a patron of literature, 
from so dishonourable a transaction. 

A more favourable construction, however, may be enter- 
tained from the facts adduced. The order for an clephartt- 
load of gold to be presented to the poet, wlnitcver. might be 
meant by that imposing term, api3ears to have arisen fi’oin 
a spontaneous impulse of generosity. Mahmud may have 
been afterwards the dupe of the minister, and his last atoning 
act of liberality w^ould seem to favour that conclusion ; but no 
dependence can be placed on the humour of an Asiatic despot. 
Yet it might bo presumed that the sovereign who had the 
justice and magnanimity to punish witli deatli an offender 
whom he would not see till after execution, suspecting 
him to be his own son,* would hardly treat a poor p«et so 
disgracefully.^ However this may have been, the satire of 
Firdausi, written at the moment of provocation, and with 
strongly exasperated feelings, appears to have had the power of 
stamping with obloquy in this respect the character of Malunud, 
and of giving negative effect to the adulation which he haffl 
lavislily bestowed upon the same individhal at the com- 
mencement of his poem. Thus singularly enough tlio work 
begins with an extravagant eulogy, an^ ends with the most 
scornful vituperation of his patron. 

The tomb of Firdausi is in the city of Tus,. and much fre- 
quentedT by pilgiims. It is said of Shaik Abul Kasim Korkani 
that he refused to offer up the customary prayer for Firdausi, 
because he had wtitton so much in praise of ithc fire-worshippers. 
But upon the following night he drerimt that he saw Firdausi 


stolyis told.by Qibbon in his Decline and Falkof the Roman Empire. 
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in Paradise raised to a high degree of glory, when he asked 
him how he had merited that distinction, and. the poet replied, 
On account of the passages in which I have celebrated the 
greatness and the unity of God.” . • 

In delivering this abridgment to the public, I lave been 
aitxious to make it as comprehensive and interesting to the 
general rqjidev, as the extent of the labour I had prescribed to 
myself, and my own ability would allow. But it necessarily 
contains merely the substance of the Shah Niimeh, though in 
many parts in considerable detail ; and I have therefore deemed 
it important, with the view of showing more fully Firdausi’s 
powers as a poet, to add a revised edition of my translation of 
Sohrab. Thus whilst the abridgment exhibits the scope and 
character of the poem, this favourite episode will at once dis- 
play the force and spirit with which Firdausi’s outlines are 
traced and his colouring supplied. 

But I must not conclude without remarking, that Fir- 
dausi’s great work continues to be held in the highest estima- 
tion throughout Persia, and favourite passages > from the 
variews adventures are still treasured up and quoted on all 
fitting occasions. So popular is our old romancer, that the 
copies of the ShiJh Nameh are innumerable, and some of them 
ATQ not only admirable specimens of fine ornamental writing, 
but they ^are generally enriched with coloured drawings of 
exquisite* finish, illustrative of the most prominent events of 
the work. One of the copies which I used in the execution of 
the present abridgment was of this kind, splendidly illuminated 
and sprinkled with gold; and cost upwards of one hundred 
guineas. In India« even, that is Hindustamand the southern 
regions of the East, wherever the Persian language is understood 
and cultivated, the Shdh NsLmeh is also highly prized ; but it is 
perhaps most known by a veiy clever epitome of it, Vritteh in 
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Die same language, by Shumshir Khan in tlic year 106 B of the 
Mahommedan ei;i. The ordinal work has outlived eight 
centuries with undiminished lustre, in countries, to(j, where 
ccJpics can only*bc multiplied at a great expense, verifying the 
l)roi)hecy of the poet*, who predicted the immortality of liis 
verse with as much confidence as Ovid when he wrote Iris 
celebrated peroration — 

Jamque opiia exegi ; quod ncc Jovis ira, ncc ignis. 

Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolcro vetustas. 


London, May 1, 1832. 
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KAitJMERS. 

AccoRpiNG to the traditions of former ages, recorded in the 
Bastan-ndmeh, the first person who established a code of laws 
and exercised the functions of a monarch in Persia, was 
Kaiiimers. It is said that he dwelt among the mountains, and 
that his garments were made of the skins of beasts. 

His reign was thirty years, and o’er the earth 
He spread the blessings of paternal sway ; 

Wild animals, obsequious to his will, 

Assembled round his throne, and did him homage. 

He ±ad a son named Saidmuk, a youth 
Of lovely form and countenance, in war 
Brave and accomplished, and the dear delight 
Of his fond father, who adored the boy. 

And only dreaded to be parted from him. 

So is it ever with the world — the parent 
Still doating on his offspring. Kaii'imcrs 
Had not a foe, save one, a hideous Demon,* 


* The first encounter in the Shah Naineh is between the son of Kaiiimers* 
and a demon. There does not seem to exist among the Pemians any very 
well defined notion respecting these demons, d^s, or dives. • ^ey arc, 
however, generally represented in human shape, wdth horns, long ears, and 
sometimes with a tail, as Lord Monboddo says, depending from thel^ gable 
ends,” yet possessed of superior power and intelligence.- They arc also 
enchanter^ and sorcerers. The most renowned were those of Mazinder&n, 
whom Rustem oveithrcw. They were always considered superior to common 
human beings, and always the most effective allies, and the most formidable 
foes. They were oft^ of caliban-aspect, giants ; and though they had the 
faculty of vanishing -i^enever they chose, we frequently see them dispatched 
and slain im battle, in the common way, by sword or battle-axe. They are 
sometimes Uke spirits of the storm, wild and destructive, and sometimes they 
are of less consequence, and occupied in inferior duties. Jemshid had many 
• B 
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Who viewed his power with envy, and aspired ' 

To work his ruin. Tie, too. had a son, 

Fierce as a wolf, whose days were dark and bitter, 

Because the favouring iSbavens in kinder mood 
Smiled on the monarch and his gallant heir. 

— Wlicii Sai.*imiik first heard the Demon’s aim 
Was to o’orilirow liis father and himself;* 

Siirprise and indignation filled hjs heart, 

Ami speedily a martial force he raised, 

'J’o punish the invader. Proudly garbed 
1 ii*lco[)ai‘d’s skin, he hastened to the war ; 

Ihit \vhen the eornbat.ants, “with eager mien, 

Tmpatient met upon the battle-field. 

And both together tried their utmost strength, 

Down from his enemy’s dragon-grasp soon fell 
The luckless son of royal Kaifimers, 

Vanquished and lifeless. Sad, unhappy fate ! 

Disheartened by this disastrous event, the army immediately 
retreated, and returned to Kaiiimers, who wept bitterly for the 
loss of his son, and continued a long time inconsolable. But 
after a year had elapsed a mysterious voice addressed ^him, 
saying; — ‘‘Bo patient, and despair not, — thou hast only to 
send* another aiiny against the Demons, and the triumph and 
the victory will be thine. 

Drive from the earth that Demon horrible, 

And sorrow will be rooted from thy heart,” 

c Said.muk left a son w'hose name was Hiisheng, whom the king 
loved much mor® even than liis father. 

Hfisheng his name. There seemed in him combined, 
Knowledge and goodness eminent. To him 
tWas given his father’s dignity and station. 

And the old man, his grandsirc, scarcely deigned 
To look upon another, his affection 
For him was so unbounded. 

Eaiiimers having appointed Hdsheng the leader of the annj. 

in Ilia aerrice. • ITba 'deniona taught Tahfimera the taae of lattera, after ha 
had conquered them, and had* acquired the appellation of ’Diw-bhnd, or the 
chainor of demons. Diw, or demon, means also a god, or peiponage 4 
higher cUsa in the sc^e of earthly beings. 
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the young hero set out with an immense body of troops to 
engage thcl)einon and his son. It is said that at that time 
every species of dnimal, wild and tame, was obedient to his 
command. 


^fhe savage beasts, and those of gentler kind, 
iilike reposed before him, and appeared 
To do him homage. 

The wolf, the tiger, the lion, the panther, and evcn*the fowls 
of the air, assembled in aid of him, and lie, by the blessing of 
God, slew the Demon and his offspring witli his own hand. 
After which the army of Kaiiimers, and the devouring animals 
that accompanied him in his mai*ch, defeated and tore to pieces 
the scattered legions of the enemy. Upon the death of Kaiiimers 
Husheng ascended the throne of Persia. 


HiISHENa 

It is recorded that Hiisheng was the firet who brougliE out 
fire from stone, and from that circumstance he founded the 
religion of the Fire-worshippers, calling the flame which was 
produced, the Light of the Divinity.* The accidental discoverj^ 
of this element is thus described : — 

Passing, one day, towards the mountain’s side, 

Attended by his train, surprised he saw 
Something in aspect terrible — ^its eyes • 

Fountains of blood ; its dreadful mouth sent forth 


* Firdausi ^eaks here of HiiBheng, the second ^ing gf the Peshdadian 
dynasty, having founded the leligion of the* fire-worshippers, but from that 
time the faith seems .to have slept till the appearance of Zerdusht, in the 
reien of Gusht&sp, many centuries afterwards, when Isfendiy&r propagated it 
at uie point of the sword. ^ ^ 
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Volnmcij of smoko that darkened all the air. 

Fixing his gaze iiijon that hideous form, 

He seized a si one, aiKl wifh prodigious force 
Hurling it, chanced to strike a jutting i^ck, 

Whence sj}nrks arose, and pixjsentlj a fire 
O’eiNprcad the plain, in M'hich the monsteg perished, 

— Tims ITfisheng found the clement which shed 
Tiight through the world. The monarch prostratS bowed, 
Traising the great Creator, for the good • 

1h‘slo\vcd on man, and, pious, then he said, 

‘‘ 'J’hih is tlie Light from Heaven, sent down from God ; 

' If ye bo wise, adore and worship it 1 ” 

•It is also related that, in the evening of the day on which the 
luminous flasli appeared to him from the stone, lie lighted an 
immense fire, and, having made a royal entertainment, he called 
it the TesLival of 8iddeh. lly him the art of the blacksmith 
was discovered, and he taught river and streamlet to supply the 
towns, and irrigate the fields for the purposes of cultivation. 
And he also brought into use the fur of the sable, and the 
squirrdl, and the ermine. Befom his time mankind had nothing 
for food but fruit, and the leaves of trees and the skins of animals 
for clothing, lie introduced, and taught liis people, the method 
of making bread, and the art of cookery. 

Tlicii ate they tbeir own bread, for it was good, 

And they wore grateful to their benefactor ; 

Mild laws were framed — ^thc very laud rejoiced, 
iSmiling with cultivation ; all the world 
Kemembcring Hiishcng’s virtues. 


‘ The period of his government is said to have lasted forty 
years, and he was suocpcded by his son, Tahumers, 
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• TAHCTMERS. 

This sovereigil was also called Diw-bund, or the Binder of 
Demons. Me assembled together all the wise men in his domi- 
nions, to consider and deliberate upon whatever fhight *1)0 of 
utility and advantage to the people of God. Irfhis days wool 
was spun and woven, and garments and carpets maniffacturcd, 
and various animals, such as panthers, falcons, hawks, and 
syagoshes, were tamed, and taught to assist in the sports of the 
field. Tfthiimers had also a vizir, renowned for his wisdom and 
understanding. Having one day charmed a Demon into his 
power by philters and magic, he conveyed liiin to Tahumers ; 
upon which, the brethren and allies of the prisoner, feeling 
ashaijed and degraded by the insult, collected an army, and 
w'cnt to war against the king. Tahumers was equally in wrath 
when he heard of these hostile proceedings, and having cnlso 
gathered together an anny on his part, presented himself bbfore 
the enemy. TJlie name of the leader of the Demons was Ghii. 
On one side the force consisted of fire, and smoke, and Demons ; 
on the other, brave and magnanimous warriors. TahiiiiKirs 
lifted his mace, as soon as he was opposed to the enemy, and 
giving Ghii a blow on the head, killed him on tlie spot. *Tlio 
other Demons being taken prisoners, he ordered them to be 
destroyed ; but they petitioned for mercy, promising, if their 
lives were spared, that they would teach him a wonderful art.* 
Tahiimers assented, and they immediately brought their books, 
and pens and ink, and instructed him how to read and*Ayrite.’ 

They taught him letters, and his eager mind 
With learning was illumined. The world was blest 
With quiet and repose, Peris and Demons 
Submitting to his will. 

The refgn of Tahumers lasted thirty years and after him the 
monarchy descended to Jemshld, his son. 
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jemMd. 

Jemshld was eminently distinguished for Icarfiing anil wisilo'in. 
It is said that coats of mail, cuirasses, and swords, liiid various 
tindi^of arfnour, were invented and manufactured in his time, 
and also that? garments of silk were made and worn by his 
people. ' 


Helmets and swords, with curious art they made, 
Guided by Jcmshld’s skill ; and silks and linen 
And robes of fur and ermine. Desert lands 
Were cultivated ; and wherever stream 
Or rivulet wandered, and the soil was good, 

He fixed the habitations of his people ; 

And there they ploughed and reaped ; for in that age 
All laboured ; none in sloth and idleness 
Were suffered to remain, since indolence 
Too often vanquishes the best, and turns 
To nought the noblest, firmest resolution. 


Jemshid afterwards commanded his Demons to construct a 
splendid palace, and he directed his people how to make the 
foundations strong. 

He taught the unholy Demon-train to mingle 
Water and clay, with which, formed into bricks, 

The walls were built, and then high turrets, towers, 

And balpouies, and roofs to keep out rain 
And cold, and sunshiuo. Kvery art was known 
To Jemshld, without equal in the world. 

•Ho alsd made vessefs for the sea and the river, and erected a 
magnij'icent throne, embellished with pearls and precious stones ; 
and having seated himself upon it, commanded his Demons to 
raise him up iu tl>e air, that he might be able to ti'ansport liiin- 
self in a moment wlierever he chose. He named the first day 
of the year Nd’-riiz, and on every Nd-rilz 'ne made a royal 
feast, so that under his hospitable roof, mortals, and Genii, and 
Demons, and Peris, were delighted and happy, every one being 
equally regaled wi^h wme and music. His government is Said 
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to have continued in existence seven hundred years, and during 
that period, it is added, none his subjects suffered death, or 
were afflicted with disease. 

Maif Beemcd immortal, sickness was unknown, 

, And life rolled on in happiness and joy. 

After the lapse of seven hundred years, however, inordinate 
ambition inflamed the heart of Jemshid, and, having jissonibled 
all the illustrious personages and learned men in his dominions 
before him, he said to them : — Tell me if tliere exists, or ever 
existed, in all the world, a king of such magnificence and power 
as I ard ? ” They uuariimonsly replied : — “ Thou art alone, 
the mightiest, the most victorious : there is no equal to thee ! ” 
The just God beheld this foolish pride and vanity with displea- 
sure, and, as a punishment, cast him from the government of 
an empire into a state of utter degradation and misery. 

All looked upon the throne, and heard and saw 
Nothing but Jemahld, he alone was king, 

Absorbing every thought ; and in their praise, 

And adoration of that mortal man, 

F6rgot the worship of the great Creator. 

Then proudly thus he to his nobles spoke, 

Intoxicated with their loud applause, 

I am unequalled, for to me the earth 
Owes all its science, never did exist 
A Boverei^ty like mine, beneficent 
And glorious, driving from the populous land 
Disease and want. Domestic joy and^est 
Proceed from me, all that is good and great 
Waits my behest ; the universal voice 
Declares the splendour of my government, 

Beyond whatever hum<an heart oonccivcd, 

And me the only monarch of the world.” 

— Soon as these words hail parted from his lips, 

Words impious, and insulting to higli lieaven, 

His earthly grandeur faded, — then all tongues 
Grew clamorous and bold. The day of Jenjshld 
Passed into gloom, his brightness all obscured. 

What said the Moralist ? When thou wort a king 
Thy ftbjccts were obedient, but whoever 
Proudly neglects the worship of his God, 

Brings desolation on his house and home.'* 

— ^And when he marked the insolence of his people, 

He knew the wrath of Heaven ])ad bpen provoked,^ 

And terror overcame him., ’ 
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MIRTAS-TAzI, and'his son EOHAK. 

• • 

Tlie old historians relate that Mirhis was thc*iiamc of a 
of tlic Arabs ; and that he had a thousand animals tvhieh j'jn c 
injflf, and the milk of these animals he always distributed in 
charity among the poor. God waa pleased with his goodness, 
and accordingly increased his favour upon him. 

Gorits, sheep, and camels, yielded up their store 
Of bnliny milk, with which the frencrous kinj' 

Nourished the indigent and helpless poor, 

MirUs had a son called Zohfik, who possessed ten thousand 
Arab horses, or Tazis, upon which account he was suriiamcd 
Biwnrasp ; biwur meaning ten thousand, and asp a horse. 
One dtiy Iblis, the Evil Spirit, appeared to Zoluik in the 
disguise of a good and virtuous man, and conversed with him 
in the* most agreeable manner. 

ricascd with his eloquence, the youth 
Suspoeied not the speaker’s truth ; 

But praisc'd the sweet impassioned strain, 

And asked iiim to discourse again. 


‘ Iblis replied, that he was master of still sweeter coiivci*sc, 
but he could not iJddrcss it to him, unless he first entered into 
a solemn compact, and engaged never on any pretence to 
divulge his secret. 

Zohdk in perfect innocence of heart 
Assented to the oath, and bound himself 
Never to tell the secret ; all he wished 
Was still to hear the good man’s honey woids. 

Bnb as soon as the oatli was taken, Iblis said to him : “ Thy 
Mhcr has become 6ld and worthless, and thoh ai^ young, and 
wise, and valiant. Let him no longer stand in thy way, but 
kill him; the robes of sovereignty ate ready, and better 
adapted for theo.” 



THE SHXH NAmEH. 


The youth in agony of mind, 

Heal'd what the stranger now designed ; 

Gou^d crime like this be understood 1 
The shedding of a parent’s blood I 
Iblls would no excuses hear — 

The oath was sworn — his death was near. 

“ For if thou think'st to pass it by, 

The peril’s thine, and thou must die I ** 

« 

Zohdk was terrified and subdued by this warfiinj^, and asked 
Iblis in what manner he proposed to sacrifice his fatCer. Jblis 
replied, that he would dig a pit on the path-way which Icd^ to 
Mirt^-Tazi’s house of prayer. Accordingly he secretly made 
a deep \frcll upon the spot most convenient for the purpose, and 
covered it over with grass. At night, as the king was going, as 
usual, to the house of prayer, he fell into tlie pit, and his legs 
and arms being broken by the fall, he shortly expired. 0 
righteous Heaven ! that father too, whose tenderness would not 
suffer even the winds to blow upon his son too roughly, — and 
that son, by the temptation of Iblis, to bring such a father to 
a miserable end ! 

Thus urged to crime, through cruel trcaclicry, 

Zohak usurped pious father’s throne. 


When Iblis found that he had got Zoluik completely in his 
power, he told him that, if he followed his counsel and advioc 
implicitly, he would become the greatest monarch of the age, 
the sovereign of the seven climes, signifying the whr>lc world. 
Zoluik agreed to every thing, and Iblis continued to Ijostow 
upon him the ihost devoted attention* and flatteny. for .the 
purpose of moulding him entirely to his wilU To ^ch an 
extreme dcgi*ee had his authority attained, that he became 
the sole director even in the royal kitchen, and prepared for 
Zohiik the most delicious and savoury food imaginable ; for in 
those days broadband fruit only were the u^al articles of food. 
Iblis himscl# was the origin^ inventor of the cooking art. 
Zohiik was delighted with the dishes, made from every variety 
of bird and four-footed animal. Eveij day something new 
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and rare was brought to his tablo, and every day Iblis increased 
in favour. But an egg was to Jliim the most delicate of all ! 
“ What can there be superior to this ? ”* said he. “ To- 
morro\^f,” replied Iblis, ‘Hhou shalt have something better, 
aud of a far superior kind.” 

• » 

Xext day he bi’oughfc delicious fare, and dressed 
In %nanner exquisite to please the eye, 

As \^ell as taste ; partridge and pheasant rich, 

A banquet for a prince. Zoh.dk beheld 
I ‘lighted the ^cp.^st, and eagerly 
llclishcd its ilavour ; then in gratitude, 

And admiration of the m.atchlcss art 
W'hich thus had ministered to his appetite, 
lie cried : — “ For this, whatever thou desirest, 

A7id I can give, is thine.** Iblis was glad, 

And, little anxious, had but one request — 

One uniinporl.ant wish — ^it was to kiss 
The monarch’s naked shoulder — a, mere whim. 

And promptly did Zohak comply, for he 
Was unsuspicious still, and stripped himself, 

Keady to gratify that simple wish, 

Iblis then kissed the part with fiendish glee, 

And vanished in an instant. 

From the touch 

Sprang two black serpents I Then a tumiilt rose 
Among the people, searching for Iblis 
'riiTOugh all the paLace, but they sought in vain. 

To young and old it was a marvellous thing ; 

The serpents writhed about as seeking food. 

And learned men to sec the wonder came, 

And sage magicians tried to charm away 
That dreadful evil, but no cure was found. 


Some time afterwards Iblis returned to Zohdk, but in the 
shape of, a physician, and told him that it was according to his 
own horoscope that he suffered in this manner — it was, in short, 
his destiny — and that the serpents would continue connected 
with him throughout his life, involving Ipni in perpetual 
misery. ZohAk sunk into despair, upon tlio assurance of them 
being no remedy f^r him, but Iblis again routed him by saying, 
that if the serpents were fed daily with human "brains, which 
would probably kill them, his life might be prolonged, and 
made ea^. 
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If life has any obarm for thee, 

The brain of man their food must be ! 

• 

, With thQ adoption of this deceitful stratagem, Iblis was 
highly pleased, •and congratulated himself upon the success of 
his wickefl exertions; thinking that in this manner a great 
portion of the human race would be destroyed. * Hewas*uot 
aware that his craft and cunning had no influence in the house 
of God ; and that the descendants of Adam arc continually 
increasing. 

When the people of Irdn and Tiirrm heard tliat Zohak kept 
near htm two devouring serpents, alarm and terror spread 
everywhere, and so universal was the dread produced by this 
intelligence, that the nobles of Pemia were induced to abandon 
their allegiance to Jeinshid, and, turning through fear to 
Zolijiik, confederated with the Arab troops against their own 
country. Jemshid continued for some time to resijit th(u‘r 
ciTorts, but was at last defeated, and became a wanderer on the 
face of the earth. 

To him existence was a burthen now, 

The world a desert — for Zohdk had gained 
The imperial crown, and from all acits and dcods 
Of royal import, razed out the very name 
Of Jemshid hateful in the tyrant’s eyes. 


The Story op JEMSHID resumed. 

The Persian government having fallen j^to the hands of the 
usurper} he Isent bis spies in every direction for the purpose of 
gettings possession of Jeinshid wherever he might be found, 
but thek labour was not crowned ]^ith^ success. The un- 
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fortunate wanderer, after experiencing numberless misfortunes, 
at length took refuge in Zabulist^i. 

• Flying from place to place, through wilderness, 
wide plain, and mountain, veiled from human eye, 

Hungiy and worn out with fatigue and sorrow, 

He came to Znbul. 

• » 

Tlie king of ^Jibulistan, whose name was Giireng, had a 
daughter of extreme beauty. She was also remarkable for her 
inqptal endowments, and was familiar with warlike exercises. 

So graceful in her movements, and so sweet, . 

Her very look plucked from the brcjist of age 
'J’lio root of sorrow, — her wdne-sipping lips, 

An<l mouth like sugar, checks all dimpled o’er 
With smiles, and glowing ns the summer rose — 

Won every heart. 

c 

Thisf damsel, possessed of these beauties and charms, was 
accustomed to dress herself in the warlike htibiliments of a 
man, and to combat with heroes. She was then only fifteen 
years of age, but so accomplished in valour, judgment, and 
discretion, that Miiiuchihr, who bad in that year coinincnced 
hostile oiKjratioiis against her Mhcr, was compelled to relin- 
(|uisl\ his pretensions, and submit to tlie gallantry which she 
(L’splayed on tliat occasion. Her fiilhcr's realm Was saved by 
her magnanimity.* Many kings were her suitors, but Giireiig 
would not give his consent to her marriage with any of them. 
He only agreed that she should marry the sovereign wlioin she 
might Bp9i2taueously lore. 

It must be love, and love alone,* 

That binds tlu'c to another’s throne ; 

In this my father has no v«jice, 

Thine the election, thine the choicer 


* Love at first sight, and of the most enthusiastic ^inc], is the passion 
described in all Persian poems, as if a whole life of love were condensed into 
one moment. It is all wild and rapturous. It has nothing of a rational 
ciist. A casual glance from an unknown beauty often afibrds the subject of 
a poem. Tho poets whom Br. Johnson has denominated metaphysical, Juch 

' ■ 
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The diiughter of Gfircng had a Kabul woman for her nurse, 
who was deeply skilled in all sorts of magic and sorcery. 

• 

The old enchantress well could say, 

What would befall on distant day j 
•And by her art omnipotent, 

Could |rom the watery clement 
Draw fire, and with her magic breath, • 

Seal up a dmgon’s eyes in death. 

Could from the fLint-stonc conjure dflw ; 

The moon and seven stars she knew ; 

And of all tilings invisible 
To human sight, this crone could tell. 


as Donne,* Jonson, and Cowley, bear a strong resemblance to the Persians on 
the subject of love. 

Now, sure, within this twelvemonth past, 

I’ve lovctl at least some twenty years or more ; 

Th’ account love runs much more fust, 

Than that with which our life does score : 

So, though rny life he short, yet 1 may x)ix>ve, 

The Great Mcthns^cm of love ! ! ! 

“ Love and Like.” (Sowley. 

The odes of Hafiz also, with all their spirit and richness of expression, abound 
in conceit and extravagant metaphor. There is, however, something very 
beautiful in the passage which may be paraphrased thus : 

Zephyr thro’ thy locks is straying, 

Btcaliug fragraj.ce, chanus displaying; 

Bhnuld it pass where Ualiz lies, 

From his conscious dust would rise, 

Flowixits of a tliousand dyes ! 

Sir W. Jones, •in quoting this distich, seems to have neglected the peculiar 
turn of the thought, and has translated the second Jinif, a hundred thousand 
flowers will spring frmn the earth i^at hides his corse/ But the passage 
implies tliat even the ashes of the Foci will still retain enough of sensibility 
to be afifccted by the presence, or by any token, of his beloved. Cowley lias 
a similar notion, but he pursues and amplifies it till it becomes ridjculous^ 

’Tis well, 'tia well vrith them, say I, 

Whose short-lived passions with themselves can die ; 

Whatever parts of mo remain, 

Those parts will still the love of thee retain 
My affection no more perish can, 

Than the first matter that compounds a man I 
Hereafter, if one dust of me, 

Mix'd with another’s substance be ; 

’Twill Haven that whole lump with love of tnee I 
Cet nature If she please, disperse • 

My atoms over all the universe ; 

At the last they easily shall 
Themselves know, and t^ether call ; 

« For thy love, like a mark, is stampt on jill I 


All-over love. 
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This Kd.bul sorceress had long before intimated to the 
damsel that, conformably with^her destiny, whicH had been 
distinctly ascertained from the motions of thb heavenly bodies, 
she would, after a certain time, be married to king Jemshid, 
and bear liim a beautiful son. The damsel was overjoyed at 
those tidings^ and her father received them with equal pleasure, 
I’efusiTig in consequence the solicitations of every other suitor. 
Now according Jto the prophecy, Jemshid arrived at the city of 
Z.-ibul * in the spring season, when the roses were in bloom ; 
and it so happened that the garden of king Gureng was in the 
way, aud also that his daughter was amusing herself at the 
time ill the garden. Jemshid proceeded in that direction, but 
the keepers of the garden would not allow him to jiass, and 
therefore, fatigued and dispirited, he sat down by the garden- 
door under the shade of a tree. Whilst he was sitting there 
a slave-girl chanced to come out of the garden, and, observing 
him, was surprised at his melancholy and forlorn condition. 
She said to him involuntarily : “ Who art thou ? and Jemshid 
raising up his eyes, replied : — I was once possessed of wealth 
and lived in great affluence, but I am now abandoned by 
fortune, and have come from a distant country. Would to 
heaven I could be blessed with a few cups of wine, my fatigue 
aud affliction .might then be relieved.*' The girl smiled, and 
netumcd hastily to the princess, and told her that,a young man, 
wearied with trawolling, was sitting at the garden gate, whose 
countenance was more lovely even than that of her mistress, 
and who requested to have a few cups of wine. When the 
damsel such high praise of the stranger's features she 


* Z&bul, or Z&bulist&n, the name of, a province, bordering on Hindustan, 
which some place in the number of those now composing the counti 7 Sind. 
It abounds in rivei's, forests, lakes, and mountains. It was also called 
Rustemdar. The ancient Persians considered Z4bulist6n and Sist4n, or 
Segestdn, as one pnncipality, where Rustem usually rcf^ded with his family, 
and which they held in appanage from the Kings of Persia. : Segestan is the 
Drangiana of the Greeks. It was formerly tho residence of many Persian 
Kings. Olio of its cities, Ghizni, produced the celebrated MahmUd, the 
patroiji pf Firdausi. , 
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was exceedingly pleased, and said : “ lie asks only for wine, 
bub I will* give him both wine and music, and a beautiful 
mistress beside.” • 

• 

This say inpr, sho repaired towards the gate, 

In motion graceful as the waving cypress, 

^tended by her hand-maid ; Bccliig liim, 

SHb thought ho was a warrior of Iriln 

With spreading shoulders, and his loins weH bound. 

His visage pale as the pomegranate flower,. 

He looked like light in darkness. Warm emotionif 
Rose in her heart, and softly thus she spoke ; 

“ Grief-broken stranger, rest thee underneath 
Those shady bowers ; if wine can niako thee glad, 

Enter this pleasant place, and drink thy fill.” 


Whilst the damsel was still spetiking and inviting Jemshfd 
into the garden, he looked at her thoughtfully, and hesitated ; 
and |he said to him ; Why do you hesitate ? I am permitted 
by my father to do what I please, and my heart is my 0^11. 


stranger, my father is the monarch mild 
Of Zdbulistilii, and 1 his only child ; 

On me is all his fond affection shown ; 

My wish is his, on me he doats alone.” 


Jemshldhad before heard of the character and renown of 
this extraordinary damsel, yet he was not disposed to comply 
with her entr^ty ; but contemplating again her lovely face, his 
heart became enamoured, when she took him by the hand and 
led him along the beautiful walks. 

With dignity and elegance she passed — 

As moves the mountain partridge through the meads ; 

Her tresses richly falling to her feet, 

And filling with perfume the softened breeze. 

• 

In their promenade they arrived at the basin of a fountain, 
near which tfecyllieated themselves upon ro^al carpets, and the 
damsel Saving placed Jemshld in such a manner that they 
inight face each other, she called for music and wine. 
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Bat first the rosc-chcekcd handmaids gathered round, 

And washed obsequiously the stranger’s feet ; , 

Tlicn on the margin of t!^ silvery lake 
Attentive sate. • 

• • • 

The youth, after this, readily took the wine find refreshments 

which were ordered by the princess. 

Three cups he drank with eager zest,* 

* Three cups of ruby wine ; 

VTliich banished sorrow from his breast, 

For memory left no sign 
Of past affliction ; not a trace 
Remained upon his heart, or smiling face. 

Whilst he was drinking the princess observed his peculiar 
action and elegance of manner, and instantly said in her 
heart : “ Tliis must be a king ! ” She then offered him some 
more food, as ho had come a long journey, and from a djptant 
land, but he only asked for more wine. “ Is your fondness for 
wine so great ? ” said she. And he replied : " With wine I 
have* no enemy ; yet, without it I can be resigned and con- 
tented. 


* It is uot unusual for Firdausi to say they were all intoxicated | " 
Homer a heroes are more celebrated for eating than drinking, and the brav^t 
alwajis had tho largest share 1 The ancient as well as the modem Persians, 
it appears, were passionately devoted to wine. Some lines which I have 
;^raphrased from the Saki<nameh of Hafiz, will show their adoration of it, 
defended by their notions of the uncertainty of life 

Sahl I ere our life decline, 

HriTig the ruby-tiuted wine ; 

Sonow on iny bosom i>reys, 

Wine alone delights my days I 
Bring it, let its sweets impart 
Ilapture to my fainting heart ; 

Saki I fill the bumper high— 

Why should man unhappy sigh? 

Mark the glittering bubbles swim. 

Round the goblet’s smiling brim ; 

Now they burst, the charm is gone I 
Fretful life will soon be done ; 

Jenishld’s regal sway is o’er, 

Hai-kob^l is now no more. 

Fill tho goblet, aU must sever. 

Drink the liquid gem for ever ! 

Thou Shalt still, in bowers divine, 

Quaii the soul-ezponding wine I 
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Whilst drinking wine T never see 
The frowning face of my enemy ; 

Driijk freely of th# grape, and nought 
Can give the soul one mournful thought ; 

Wine is a bride of witching power, 

And wisdom is her marriage dower ; 

Wine can the purest joy impart. 

Wine inspires the saddest heart ; 

Wine gives cowards valour’s rage. 

Wine gives youth to tottering age ; 

Wine gives vigour to the weak. 

And crimson to the pallid chii(',k ; 

And dries up sorrow, as the snii 
Absorbs the dew it shines upon.” 

From tlie voice and eloquence of the speaker she now con- 
jectured that this certainly must be king Jemshld, and she felt 
satisfied that her notions would soon be realized. At this 
moment she recollected that there was a picture of Jemshid 
in hei!»|.^her’s gallery, and thought of sending for it to com- 
pare t„nfeatures ; but again she considered that the pbrsoii 
before iJ?!i>was certainly and truly Jemshld, and that the picture 
would^ be unnecessary on the occasion. 

It ii ^ %d that two ring-doves, a male and female, happened 
to aligliL cn the garden wall near the fountain where they were 
sitting,.^ 'd began billing wud cooing in amorous play, so that 
seeing ,^.jm together in such soft intercourse, blushes over- 
spresad. the cheeks of the princess, who immediately called for* 
her bow and arrows. "Vyiica they were broifght she said to 
Jemshid, “Point out which of them I shall hit, and I will 
bring it to the ground. Jemshld replied : “ Where a man is, a 
woman’s aid is not required — give me the bow, and mark my 
skill ; 

However brave a woman may appear. 

Whatever strength of arm she may possess. 

She is but half a man I ” 

Upon this observation being made, the damsel turned her 
head aside 'ashamed, and gave him the bow. Her heart was 
full of love. Jemshid took the bow, and selecting a feathered 
arrovf out of her hand, said : — “Nop.foB a wager. If I hit 
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the female, shall the lady whom I most admire in this company 
be mine ? The damsel assented. Jemshid dre# the string, 
and the arrow struck the female dove so skilfully as to transfix 
both the wings, and pin them together. The male ring-dove 
flow away, but moved by natural aifection it soon returned, and 
settled on fhe same spot as before. The bow waj? said to be so 
'strong that there was not a warrior in the whole kingdom who 
could cT^en draw the string ; and Avhcn the damsel witnessed 
the dexterity of the stranger, and the ease with which he used 
the weapon, she thought within her heart, There can be no 
necessity for the picture ; I am certain that this can be no 
otlicr than the king Jemshid, the son of Tahumers, called the 
Binder of Demons.” Then she took the bow from the hand of 
Jemshid, and observed ; ‘‘The male bird lias returned to its 
former place, if my aim be successful shall the man whom I 
choose in this company be my husband ? ” Jemshid »>.itantly 
understood her meaning. At that moment the nurse 

appeared, and the young princess communicated to L ^ all that 
had occurred. The nurse leisurely examined Jemshi^ from 
head to foot with a slave-purchaser’s eye, and kne^^ m, and 
said to her mistress, — “ All that I saw in thy hor(i.^pe and 
foretold, is now in the course of fulfilment. God h/ ^brought 
Jemshid hither to be thy sjiouse. Be not regard^^! of thy 
• good fortune, and the Almighty will bless thee with a son, who 
will be the coifqucror of the world. The signs and tokens of 
thy destiny I have already explained.” The damsel had be- 
come greatly enamoured of the person of the stranger before 
she knew who he vTlas, and now being told by her nurse that 
he was Jemshid himself, her affection was augmented two- 
fold. 

The happy tidings, blissful to her heart, 

Increased the aidour of her love for him. 


• c 

And now the picture waa brought to th^ pripccsB, who, 
finding the resemblance exact, put it into Jemshid’s hand. 
Jemshid, in secrctljr recognising his own likcue8B..was forcibly 
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reminded of his past gloiy and happiness, and he burst into 

tears. ’ ^ 

The nftmory of the diadem and throne 
No longer his, came o*er him, and his soul 
• Wa^ rent with anguish. 

The princess said to him : ** Why at the commencement -of 
our friendship dost thou weep ? Art thou disconfcnted-*-drs.- 
satisfied, unhappy ? and am I the cause ? ” Jemshid replied : 
“ No, it is simply this ; those who have feeling, and *pity the 
sufferings of others, weep involuntarily. I pity the misfortunes 
of Jemshid, driven as he is by adversity from the splendour of 
a throne, and reduced to a state of destitution and ruin. But 
he must now be dead ; devoured, perhaps, by the wolves and 
lions of the forest.” The nurse and princess, however, were 
convinced, from the sweetness of his voice and discourse, that 
he could be no other than Jemshid himself, and taking him 
aside, they said : Speak truly, art thou not Jemshid ? ” • But 
he denied himself. Again, they observed : What says this 
picture ? ” To this he replied ; ‘‘ It is not impossible that I 
may be like Jemshid in feature ; for surely there may be in the 
world two men like each other ? ” And notwithstanding all 
the efforts made by the damsel and her nurse to induce Jemshid 
to confess, he still resolutely denied himself. Several times ^he 
assured him she would keep his secret, if he had one, but tluit, 
she was certain of his being Jemshid. Still ha denied liimself. 
“This nurse of mine, whom thou seest,” said she, “has often 
repeated to me the good tidings that I should be united to 
Je.m8hld, and bear him a son. My heart instinctively ^acknow- 
ledged thee at first sight ; then wherefore this denial of tfic 
truth ? Many kings have solicited my hand in marriage, but 
all have been rejected, as I am destined to be thine, and united 
to no other.” Didtnissing now all her attendants, she remained 

with the nurse and Jemshid, and then resumed :~ 

•> 

trfo'v^long hath sleep forsaken me ? how long 
Hath my fond heart been kept awake by love I 
Hope still upheld me — give me one kind look, 

Ai^ 1 will feacriUce my life for thee ;• 

Come, take my life, for it is tkin'o for over.'* 
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Saying this, the damsel began to weep, and shedding a flood 
of tears, tenderly reproached him for not acknowledging the 
truth. Jomshid was at length moved by her affection and 
sorrow, and thus addressed her: — ‘‘ There are* two considera- 
tions which at present prevent the truth being told. One of 
tbeni is iT|y having a powerful enemy, 'and Hcav^ forbid that 
’lie sliould obtain information of my place of refuge. The 
otlier is, I never intrust my secrets to a woman ! 

Fortune I dread, since fortune is my foe, 

And womankind are seldom known to keep 
Another’s secret. To be poor and safe, 

Is better far than wealth exposed to peril.” 

To this the princess : “ Is it so decreed, 

I'Jiat every %Yoman has two tongues, two hearts ? 

All false alike, their tempers all the same ? 

No, no 1 could I disloyally betray thee ? 

I who still love thee better than my life ? ” 

Jemshid found ifc impossible to resist the damsel’s incessant 
entreaties and persuasive tenderness, mingled as they were with 
tears of sorrow. Vanquished thus by the waiinth of her affec- 
tions, he told her his name, and the history of his misfortunes. 
She then ardently seized his liand, overjoyed at the disclosure, 
and taking him privately to her own chamber, they were 
niitrried according to the customs of her country. 

Ilinf to the secret bower with blushing cheek 
-tlxidtingly she led, and mutual bliss, 

Springing from mutual tenderness and love, 

Entranced their souls. 

• 

When fiiircng the king found that his daughter’s visits to 
liiiu became less frequent tlian usual, he set his spies to work, 
and was not long in ascertaining the cause of her ‘continued 
absence. She had married without his permission, and he was 
in great wrath. It happened, too, at this ^jme that the bride 
was pale and in delicate health. 

The mystery soon was manifest, 

And thus the king his child addrest, 
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Whilst anger darkened o’er his brow ; — 

, “ What hast thou done, ungrateful, now ? 

Why hast thou fluug^n evil day, 

Thy vdll of modesty away ? 

That check the bloom of spring disi^layed, 
iTow.all is withered, all decayed ; 

But daughters, as the wise declare, 

%Are ever false, if they be fair.” 

• 

Incensed at words so sharp and strong, 

The damsel thus repelled the wrong : — • 

“ Me, father, canst thou justly blame ? 

I never, never, brought thee shame ; 

AVith me can sin and crime accord, 

When Jemshld is my wedded lord ? ” 

After this precipitate avowal, the Ktlbnl nunse, of many 
spells, instantly took up her defence, and informed the king 
that the prophecy she had formerly communicated to him was 
on th^ point of fulfilment, and that the Almighty having, in 
the course of destiny, brought Jemsliid into his kingdom, the 
princess, according to the same planetary influence, would 
shortly become a mother. 

And nov .,he damsel grovels on the ground 
Before king Giircng. “ Well thou kuow’sl,” she cries, 

“ From me no evil comes. Whether in arms. 

Or at the banquet, honour guides me still ; 

And well thou know’st thy royal will pronounced 
That I should be unfettered in my choice. 

And free to take the husband f preferred. , 

This I have done ; and to the greatest king 
The world can boast, my fortunes are united, 

To Jemshid, the most perfect of mankind.” 


\vuii this explanation the king expressed abundant and 
unusual satisfaction. His satisfaction, however, did not arise 
from the circumst^ce of the marriage, and thb new connection 
it established, but from the opportunity it afforded him of 
betraying Jemshi^, and treacherously sending him bound to 
Zohdk, which Ife intended to do, in the hopes of being mag- 
nificently rewarded. Exulting with this anticipation, he said 
to her smiling : — 
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Glad tidings thou hast given to me, 

My glory owes its biith to thee ; 

1 bless the day, a?^ bless the hour, 

Which placed this Jcmshld in power. 

Now to Zohdk, a captive bound, ^ 

J send the wanderer thou hast foui^d ; 

For he who charms the monarch’s eyes, 

With this long-sought, this^noble prize, ^ 

On solemn word and oath, obtains • 

A wealthy kingdom for his pains.” 

On hearint^ these cruel words the damsel groaned, and wept 
e^xccdingly before her father, and said to him ; “0, be not 
accessory to the murder of such a king ! Wealth and kingdoms 
pass away, but a bad name remains till the day of doom. 


Turn ilice, my father, from this dreadful thought. 

And save his sacred blof>d : let not thy name 
lie syllabled with horror through the world, 

For such an act as this. When foes arc slain. 

It is enough, but keep the sword away 

From friends and kindred ; shun domestic crime. 

Fear him who giveth life, and strength, and power, 

For goodness is most blessed. On the day 
Of judgment thou wilt then be unappalled. 

But if determined to divide us, first 

Smite off tills head, and let thy daughter die,” 

So deep and violent was the grief of the princess, and her 
lamentations so unceasing, that the father became softened 
into compassion,, and, on her account, depai’ted from the resolu- 
tion he had made. He even promised to furnish Jemshld with 
possessions, with treasure, and an army, and requested her to 
give him the consolation he required, adding that he would see 
him in flie morning in his garden. 

The heart-alluring damsel iustant flew 
To tell the welcome lidings to her loid. 

Next day king Giireng proceeded fo thc^ garden, and had . 
an interview with Jcmshld, to whom he expressed the warmest 
favour and affection ; but notwitlistanding all he said, Jemshld 
could place no confidence in his professions, and ^as an^ous 
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to effect his escape. He was, indeed, soon convinced of his 
danger, for lie had a private intimation that the kiug’s vizirs 
were consulting together on &ie expedience of securing his 
person, under-the apprehension that Zohak would be iivv’ading 
the country, and*consigning it to devastation and ruin, if his 
retreat was ?Iiscovered. • He therefore took to flight. 

Jemshid first turned his steps towards Chiu, and afterv^rixls 
into Ind. He had travelled a great distance in^'that beautiful 
country, and one day came to a tower, under whose sfiadow he 
sought a little repose, for the thoughts of his melancholy and 
disastrous condition kept him almost constantly awake. 

And am I thus to perish ? Thus forlorn, 

To mingle with the dust ? Almighty God 1 
Wiis ever mortal born to such a fate, 

A fate so sad as mine I O that I never 
Had drawn the breath of life, to perish thus 1 

Exhausted by the keenness of his affliction Jemshid at length 
fell asleep. Zolut’c, in the meanwhile, had despatched an envoy, 
with an escort of troops, to the Khakin of Chin, and at* that 
moment the cavalcade happened to be passing by the tower 
where Jemshid was reposing. The envoy, attracted to the 
spot, immediately recognized him, and awakening him to a sense 
of this new misfortune, secured the despairing and agonized 
w^auderer, and sent him to Zohdk. 

He saw a person sleeping on the ground, 

And knew that it was Jemshid. Overjoyed, 
lie bound his feet with chains, and mounted him 
Upon a horse, a prisoner. 

What a world I 

No place of rest for man I Fix not thy heart, 

Vain mortal 1 on this tenement of life. 

On earthly pleasures ; — think of Jcmshld's fate ; 

His gloi^r reached the Heavens, and now this world 
Has bound the valiant monarch's limbs in fetters. 

And placed its justice in the hands of slaves. 

When*Zoh^k received intelligence of the apprehension of his 
enemy, he ordered him to be brought before the throne that he 
might enjoy the triumph. 
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, All fixed iheir gaze upon the captive king, 

Tjoaded with chains ; his hands behind his back,; 

The ponderous fetters pacing from his neck 
Down to his feet ; oppressed with shamti he stood, 

Like the narcissus bent with heavy dew. 

Zohdk received him with a scornful smile,. 

Saying, ** Where is thy diadem, thy throne, 

Where is thy kingdom, where thy sovereign rulfj ; 

Thy laws and royal ordinances— where, *• 

Where arc they now ? What change is this that fate 
Has wrought upon thee? ’* Jemshld thus rejoined : 

• “ Unjustly am I brought in chains before thee, 

Betrayed, insulted — ^thou the cause of all, 

And yet thou wouldst appear to feel my wrongs 1 ** 

Incensed at this defiance, mixed with scorn, 
fiercely Zohdk replied, “ Then choose thy death ; 

Shall 1 behead thee, stab tlicc, or impale thee, 

Or with an arrow’s point transfix thy heart 1 
What is thy choice ? ” — 

** Since I am in thy power, 

Uo with me what thou wilt — why should T dread 

Thy utmost vengeance, why express a wish 

To save my body from a moment’s pain I ” ' 

As soon as Zohak heard these words he resolved upon a 
horrible deed of vengeance. He ordered two planks to bo 
brought, and Jcmshid being fastened down between them, his 
body was divided the whole length with a saw, making two 
figures of Jcmshid out of one ! 

Why do mankind upon this fleeting world 
Place their affections, wi.- redness alone 
Is nourished into freshness ; sounds of death, too, 

Are ever on the gale to wear out life. 

My heart is satisfied — 0 Heaven 1 no more. 

Free me at once from this continual boitow. 

. ‘ 

It was not long before tidings of the foul proceedings, which 
put an end to the existence of theunfortunateJemshii reached 
Zilbulistilii. The ‘princess, his wife, on hea|:ing of his fate, 
wasted away with inconsolable grief, and at last took poison to 
uuburthen herself of insupportable afiliction. f- 

It is related that Jemshld had two sisters, named Shahmilz 
and Amawslz. They had been both seized, and conveyed to 
Zohiik by bis people, and continued in confinement for Berne 
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time in the King’s harem, but they were afterwards released by 
Feridiin, • 

The tyrant’s cruelty and oppression had become intolerable. 
He was constantly shedding blood, and committing every species 
of crime. 

yiie serpents still on human brains were fed^ 

And every day two youthful victims bled ; 

The swortl, still ready — thirsting still to strike, 

Warrior and slave were sacrificed alike. * 

The career of Zohik himself, however, was not unvisited by 
terrors. ^ One night he dreamt that he was attacked by three 
warriors ; two of them of large stature, and one of them small. 
The youngest struck him a blow on the head with his mace, 
bound his hands, and casting a rope round his neck, dragged 
him along in the presence of crowds of people. Zolulk screamed, 
and liprung up from his sleep in the greatest horror. The 
females of his harem were filled with amazement when they 
beheld the terrified countenance of the king, who, in reply to 
their inquiries, said, trembling : “ This is a dream too dreadful 
to be concealed.” He afterwards called together the Miibids, or 
wise men of his court ; and having communicated to them the 
particulars of what had appeared to him in his sleep, com- 
manded them to give him a faithful intei’pretatioii of* the 
dream. The Miibids foresaw in this vision the approaching 
declension of his power and dominion, but were afraid to 
explain their opinions, because they were sure that their lives 
would be sacrificed if the true interpretation was given to him. 
Three days w^ere consumed under the pretence of studying more 
scrupulously all the signs and appearances, and still not one of 
them had courage to speak out. On the fourth’ day the king 
grew angry, and insisted upon the dream being interpreted. In 
this dilemma, the Miibids said, ** Then, if the truth must be 
told, without evasion, thy life approaches to an end, and Feri- 
diin, thoifgh yet unborn, will be thy successor.” — “ But who 
was it,” enquired Zohsik impatiently, that struck the blow on 
jnj liead The Miibids declared, with fear and trembling, 
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it was the apparition of Peridiin himself, who is destined to 
smite thee on the head.” — “ Bu^ why,” rejoined Zohtik, “does 
he wish to injure me?'* — “Because, his father’s blood being 
spilt by thee, vengeance falls into his hands.” Hearing this 
interpretation of his dream, the king sunk senseless on the 
ground ; an^ when lie recovered, he could neither sl^&p nor take 
food, ’but continued overwLebiied with sorrow and misery. The 
light of lijs day .was for ever darkened. 

Abtin was the name of Feridun’s father, and that of his 
mother Faranuk, of the race of Tahiimers. Zohiik, therefore, 
stimulated to further cruelty by the prophecy, issued an order 
that every peraon belonging to the family of the Kais, wherever 
found, should be seized and fettered, and brought to him. Abtin 
had long avoided discovery, continuing to reside in the most 
retired and solitary places ; but one day his usual circumspec- 
tion forsook him, and he ventured beyond his limits. Chis 
imprudent step was dreadfully punished, for the spies of Zohiik 
fell ill recognized him, and carrying him to the king, 

he was immediately put to death. When the mother of 
Feridiin heard of this sanguinary catastrophe, she took up her 
infant and fled. It is said that Feridun was at that time only 
two months old. In her flight, the mother happened to arrive at 
somoipasturage ground. The keeper of the pasture had a cow 
named Pur'milich, which yielded abundance of milk, and he 
gave it away iii*charity. Jn consequence of the grief and 
distress of mind occasioned by the murder of her husband, 
Farilnuk’s milk dried up in her breasts, and she Was therefore 
under themecessity of feeding the child with the milk from the 
cow. She remained there one night, and would have departed 
in the morning ; but considering the deficiency of milk, and 
the misery in which she was involved, contjnually afraid of 
being discovered and known, she did not know what to do. At 
length she thought it best to leave Feriddn wif^h the keeper of 
the pasture, and resigning him to the protection*of (rod, went 
herself to the mountain Alberz.* The keeper readily complied 

* Albciz is the chain of mountuns which diride GhiUn and 
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with the tenderest wishes of the mother, and nourished the 
child with ’the fondness and ^flection of a parent during the 
space of three ydars. After that period had elapsed, deep 
sorrow continuing to afflict the mind of Fardnuk, she returned 
secretly to the old man of the pasture, for the pmpose of re- 
claiming anjj conveying Feridiin to a safer place of.refuge upon 
the mountain Albcrz. The keeper said to her : “ Why dost 
thou take the child to the mountain ? he will' perish there ; ” 
but she replied that Ood Almighty had inspired a feeling in her 
heart that it was necessary to remove him. It was a divine 
inspiration, and verified by the event. 

Intelligence having at length reached Zohdk that the son of 
Abtin was nourished and protected by the keeper of the pasture, 
he himself proceeded with a larg^ force to the spot, where he 
put to death the keeper and all his tribe, and also the cow 
whicSi had supplied milk to Feridiin, whom he sought for in 
vain. 

He found the dwelling of his infant-foe, 

And laid it in the dust ; the very ground 
Was punished for the sustenance it gave him. 

The ancient records rebate that a dirvesh happened to have 
taken up his abode in the mountain Alberz, and that Fanlnuk 
committed her infant to his fostering care. The dirvesh gene- 
rously divided with the mother and son .all the food and 
comforts which God gave him, and at the same time he took 
great pains in storing the mind of Feridun with various kinds 
of knowledge. One day he said to the pother : “ The person 
foretold by wise men and astrologera as the destroyer of Zohd.k 
and his tyranny, is thy son ! 

This child to whom thou gavest birth. 

Win be the monarch of the earth ; ** 


from Ir&k. Kai-kobad was the first king of the dynasty called Eaianidess 
and of the 'race of Fcridfin. Alberz is also famous for a number of temple, 
of the Magi.* 
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and the mother, from several concurring indications and signs, 
held a similar conviction. ^ 

When Feridiin had attained his sixteenth year, he descended 
from tlm mountain, and remained for a time on the plain 
beneath. He inquired of his mother why Zofiilk had put his 
fatlj^ to dqpth, and Farjinuk then told him thejtnelancholy 
story ; upon hearing which, he resolved to be revenged on the 
tyrant. Jfis m^her endeavoured to divert him from his deter- 
mination, observing that he was young, friendless, and alone, 
whilst his enemy was the master of the world, and surrounded 
by armies. “ Be not therefore precipitate,*’ said she'. “ If it 
is thy destiny to become a king, wait till the Almiglity shall 
bless thee with means sufficient for the purpose.” 

* I 

Displeased, the youth his mother’s caution heard, 

And meditating vengeance on the head 
Of him who robbed him of a father, thus 
Impatiently replied : — “ ’Tis Heaven inspires mo ; 

Led on by Heaven, this arm will quickly bring 
The tyrant from his palace, to the dust.” 

“ Imprudent boy ! ” the anxious mother said ; 

“ Canst thou contend against imperial power 7 
Must I behold thy ruin ? Pause awhile, 

And perish not in this wild enterprize.” 


Iti is recorded that Zohdk’s dread of Feridiin was so great, 
tjiat day by day he became more irritable, wasting away in 
bitterness of spirit, for people of all ranks kept continually 
talking of the young invader, and were daily expecting his 
apprq^h. At last he came, and Zoh^k was subdued, and his 
po\yer ej^tinguished. . 


'i 
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KAVAH, the' blacksmith. 

Zohdk having one day summoned together all the nobles and 
philosophers of the kingdom, he said to them : “ J find that a 
young enemy has risen up against me ; but notwifchstandimg 
his tender years, there is no safety even witii an apparently 
insignificant foe. I hear, too, that though young, he is distin- 
guished for his prowess and wisdom ; yet I fear not him, but 
the chajpgc of fortune. I wish therefore to assemble a large 
army, consisting of Men, Demons, and Peris, that this enemy 
may be surrounded, and conquered. And, further, since a great 
enterprize is on the eve of being undertaken, it will be proper 
in future to keep a register or muster-roll of all the people of 
ewefy age in my dominions, and have it revised annually.” 
The register, including both old and young, was accordingly 
prepared. 

At that period there lived a man named Kavah, a black- 
smith, remarkably strong and brave, and who had a large 
family. Upon the day on which it fell to the lot of two of his 
children to be killed to feed the serpents, he rose up with 
indignation in presence of the king, and said : 

“Thou art the king, but wherefore on my head 
Cast lire and ashes ? If thou hast the form 
Of hissing dragon, why to me be cruel '/ 

Why give the brains of my beloved children 
As serpent-food, and talk of doing;] ustice ? ” 

At this bold speech the monarch was dismayed^ • 

And scarcely knowing what he did, released 

The blacksmith’s sons. How leapt the father’s heart, 

How warmly he embraced his darling boys 1 
But now Zohak directs that Kavah’s name 
Shall be inscribed upon the register. 

Soon as the blacksmith secs it written there, 

W^thTul he turns towards the chiefs assembled, 

Ejwlaiming loud : “Are ye then men, or what, 

Leagued with a Demon I ” All astonished heard, 

And saw him tear the hated register, 

And cast it under foot with rage %pd scorn. 
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Kavah having thus reviled the king bitterly, and destroyed 
the register of blood, departed, from the court, aiid took his 
children along with him. After he had gohe away, the nobles 
said to* the king : 

“ Why should reproaches, sovereign of the worlU, 

Be; thus permit ted? Why the royal scroll 
Tom in thy presence, with a look and voice 
Of prQpd defiance, by the rebel blacksmith 2 
‘ So fierce his bearing, that he seems to be 
A bold confederate of this Feridiin.” 

Zolulk replied : I know not what o’ercame me, 

But when I saw him with sucli vehemence 
Of grief and wild distmetion, strike his forehead, 

Lamenting o’er his children, doomed to death, 

Amuzement seized my heart, and chained my will. 

What may become of this, Heaven only knows, 

Kor none can pierce the veil of destiny.” 

Kavah, meanwhile, with warning voice set forth 
What wrongs the nation suffered, and there came 
Multitudes round him, who called out aloud 
For justice 1 justice i On his javelin's poiut 
He fixed his leathern apron for a banner. 

And lifting it on high, he went abroad 
To call the people to a task of vengeance. 

Wherever it was seen crowds followed fast, 

Tired of the cruel tyranny they suffered, 

“ Let us unite with Fcridiin,” he cried, 

** And from ZoliAk’s oppression we arc free 1 ” 

And still he called aloud, and all obeyed 

Who hear<l him, high and low. Anxious he sought 

For Feridfin, not knowing his retreat j 

But still^e hoped success wmild crown his search. 

The hour arrived, and when ho saw the youth. 

Instinctively he knew him, and thanked Heaven 
For that good fortune. Then the leathern banner 
Was splendidly adorned with gold and jewels, 
o And called the flag of Kavah, From that time 
It was a sacred symbol ; every king 
In future, on succeeding to the throne, 

Did honour to that banner, the true sign 
Of royalty, in veneration held, 

Feridiin, aided by the directions and advi-se of the black- 
smith, novr proceeded against Zobitk. His motBer ivept to see 
him depart, and continually implored the blessing of God upon 
him. He had two el,der brothers, whom he took along with 
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him. Desirous of having a mace formed like the head of a 
cow, he requested Kavah to make one of iron, and it was 
accordingly made ‘in the shape he described. In his progress, 
he. visited a .shrine or place of pilgrimage frequented by the 
worshippers of *God, where he besought inspiration and aid, 
and where he was taught by a radiant personage the mysteries 
of the magic art, receiving from him a key to every secretv 

Bright beamed his eye, with firmer step he* strode,* 

His smiling cheek with warmer crimson glowed. 

Whei\ his two brothers' saw his altered mien, the pomp and 
splendour of his appearance, they gi*cw envious of his good 
fortune, and privately meditated his fall. One day they found 
him asleep at the foot of a mountain, and they immediately 
went to the top and rolled down a heavy fragment of rock 
upoi him with the intention of crushing him to death ; but 
the clattering noise of the stone awoke him, and, instantly 
employing the knowledge of sorcery which had been co,mmu- 
nicated to him, the stone was suddenly arrested by him in 
its course. The brothers beheld this with astonishment, and 
hastening down the mountain, cried aloud : “ We know not 
how the stone was loosened from its place : God forbid that 
it should have done any injury to Feridun.” Feridiin, •how- 
ever, was well aware of this being the evil work of bis 
brothers, but he took no notice of the* conspiracy, and 
instead of punishing them, raised them to higher dignity and 
consequence. 

They say that Kavah directed the route of Feridiin over 
the mountainous tracts and plains whjcli lie contiguous to 
the banks of the Dijleh, or Tigris, close to the city of Bagddd. 
Upon reaching .that river, they called for boats, but got no 
answer from the ferryman ; at which Feridiin was enraged, and 
immed'^ately plunged, on horseback, into the foaming stream. 
All his &rmy followed without delay; and with the blessing of 
€k>d arrived on the other side in safety. He then turned 
towards the Bait-el-Mukaddus, built by In the Fahlavi 
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language it was called Kunuk-duz-mokt. The tower of this 
edifice was so lofty that it might be seen at the* distance of 
many leagues, and within that tower Zohiik had formed a talis- 
man of miraculous virtues. Feridiin soon overthrew this 
talisman, and destroyed or vanquished successively with his 
m4cc all the enchanted monsters and- hideous shapes which 
i#ppcarcd before him. He captured the whole of the building, 
and relcLiscd all the black-eyed damsels who were secluded 
there, and among them Shahrmiz and Aniawiiz, the two sisters 
of Jemshld before alluded to. He then ascended the empty 
throne of Zohdk, which had been guarded by the talisman, and 
the Demons under his command ; and when he heard that the 
tyrant had gone with an immense army towards Ind, in quest 
of his new enemy, and had left his treasury with only a small 
force at the seat of his government, he rejoiced, and appro- 
priated the throne and the treasure to himself. 

From their dark solitudes the Youth brought forth 
The black-haired damsels, lovely as the sun, 

Ami Jemshtd’s sisters, long imprisoned there ; 

And gladly did the inmates of that harem 
Pour out thoir gratitude on being freed 
From that terrific monster ; thanks to Heaven 
Devoutly they expressed, and ardent joy. 

< 

i Feridiin inquired of Amawaz why Zohdk had chosen the 
route towards Ind ; and she rex»Iied, “ For two reasons : the 
f rst is, he expects to encounter thee in that quarter ; and if he 
fiiils, he will subdue the whole country, which is the seat of 
sorcery, .and thus obtain possession of a renowned magician 
who can chai’m thee into his power. 

He wishes to secure within his grasp 
That region of enchantment, Hindustan, 

And then obtain relief from what he feels ; 

For night and day the terror of thy name 
Oppresses him, his heart is all on iidf 
Ana life is torture to him." 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 


33 


FERiptiK 

Jfandrii, the keeper of the talisman, having cfTected his 
escape, fled to Zohak, to whom he gave intelligence of ilie 
release of hm women, the destruction of the talisman, and the 
conquest of his empire. 

“ The sign of retribution has appeared, 

For sorrow is the fruit of evil deeds.” 

Thus Kandril spoke : “ Three warriors have advanced 
Upon thy kingdom from a distant land, 

^One of them young, and from his air and mien 
ITc scorns to me of the Kaianian race. 

He came, and boldly seized the splendid throne. 

And all thy spells, and sorceries, and magic, 

Were instantly dissolved by higher power, 

And all who dwelt wi.lliiu thy palace walls, 

Demon or man, all utterly destroyed, 

Their severed heads cast weltering on the gi ound.” 

Then was Zohi'ik confounded, and he shrunk 
Within himself with terror, thinking now 
His doom was sealed ; but anxious to appear 
In presence of his army, gay ami cheerful, 

Lest they too should despair, he dressed himself 
In rich attire, and with a pleasant look, 

Said carelessly : “ I’erhaps some gamesome guest 
Hath in his sport c 'mniiltcd this strange act.” 

“ A guest, indeed I ” Kandril replied, a guest, 

In playful mood to batter down thy palace I 
If he had been thy guest, why with his mace, 

Cow-headed, has he done such violence ? ^ 

Why did he penetrate thy secret chambers. 

And bring to light the beautiful Shahrndz, 

And rcd-lipj)ed Aruawdz ? ” At this, Zolidk 
Trembled with wrath — the words were death to him j 
And sternly thus he spoke : “ What hast thou fled 
Through fear, betraying thy important trust? 

No longer shalt thou share my confidence. 

No longer share my bounty and regard.” 

•To this the keeper tauntingly replied : 

** Thy kingdom is overthrown, and nothing now 
Eemaius for thee to give me ; thou art lost.” 

The tyirant •immediately turned towards his army, with the 
intention of making a strong effort to regain his throne, but he 
found thati as soon as the soldiers and ^lic people were made 
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acquainted with the proceedings and success of Feridiin, re- 
hellion arose among them, an^ shuddering with horror at the 
cruelty exercised hy him in providing food for the accursed 
serpents, they j tref erred embracing the cause of .the new king. 
Zohiik, seeing that he had lost the affections ' of the anny, and 
tluit universal revolt Avas the consequence, adopted another 
bourse, and endeavoured alone to be rovengod upon his enemy. 
He pro(iced(‘d^on his journey, and arriving by night at the 
camp of Feridun, hoped to find him o(f liis guard and put him 
to death. JIc ascended a high place, himself unobserved, from 
whicli he saAV Fcridi'm sitting engaged in soft dalliance with the 
lovely Shahrnaz. The fii'o of jealousy and revenge now consumed 
him more iiercely, and ho Avas attempting to effect his purpose, 
when Feridun Avas roused by the noise, and stm’ting up struck 
a furi(jus 1)1oav Avitli his cow-headed niacc upon the temples of 
Zolnik, Avhich crushed the bone, and he was on the p^int of 
giving him another ; but a supernatural voice whispered in his 
ear, , 

“ 8]ay him not now, — ^liis time is not yet come, 

His punishment must bo prolonged aAvhile ; 

And as he cannot now survive the wound, 

Jliiid him with heavy chains— convey him straight 
XTiioii the mountain, there within a cave, 

Heej), dark, and horrible — with none to soothe 
His sufferings, let the murderer lingering die.’* 

The work of heaven performing, Fcridiin 
First purified the world from sin and crime. 

Yet Feridiin was not an angel, nor 
Composed of musk or ambergria By justice 
And generosity ho gained his fame. 
l)o tliou but exercise these princely virtues, 

And thou wUt be renowned as Feriddn. 
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FERIDTiN AND ais THESE SONS. 

Feridiin. hftd tjireo sons. One of them was named Sflim, the 
other Tiir, and the third Irij. When they had grown up, he 
called before^ him a learned person named Chundcly and said to 
him : Go thou in quest of three daughters, bgrn of the sanie 
father and mother, and adorned with every grace dnd accomplish- 
ment, that I' may have my three sons married into one family. 
Ohundel departed aceordingly, and travelled through many 
countries^ in fruitless search, till he came to the King of Yemen, 
whose name was Sard, and found that he had three daughters 
of the character and qualifications required. He therefore 
delivered Feridun’s proposition to him, to which the King of 
Yemen agreed. Then Feriddn sent his three sons to Yemen, 
and •they married the three daughters of the king, who 
gave them splendid dowries in treasure and jewels. It is 
related that Feriddn afterwards divided his empire among* his 
I sons. To Silim he gave Rdm and Khdwer ; to Tdr, Tdran ;* 
f and to Irij, Ird.ii or Persia. The sons then repaired to their 
irrespective kingdoms. Peraia Wfis a beautiful country, and the 
I garden of spring, full of freshness and perfume ; Tdra.n, on the 
contrary, was less cultivated, and the scene of perpetual bfoils 
and insurrections. The elder brother, Silim, was therefore* 
discontented with the unfair partition of the empire, and dis- 
pleased with his father. He sent to Tdr, saying ; " Our father 

'* Ancient Scythia embraced the whole of TiiiAif and the northern part* of 
Persia. The Tardnians are the Scythians of the Greek Historians, who are 
said, about the year b.o. 639, to have inyaded tho kingdom of the Medcs. 

Tdr&n, Tshich is tho ancient name of tho country of Turkist&n, appears 
from Des Guignes, to be the source and fountain of all the celebrated 
Scythian nations, which, under the name of Goths and Vandals, subsequently 
overran the Roman empire. Ir&n and Tiiran, according to the Oriental 
historians, comprehe^ed all that is comprised in upper Asia, with the 
exception of, India and China. Every country beyond the pale of tlio 
Persian empire was considered barbarous. The great river called by the 
Arabs and Persians, Jihdn or Amii, and by tbo Greeks and Romans, Oxus, 
dividq^ these Jwo great countries from each other. 
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has given to Irij the most delightful and productive kingdom, 
and to us, two wild unoultivatefl regions. I am thfe eldest son, 
and I am not satisfied with this distribution, — what sayest 
thou?'^’ When this message was communicated to Tiir, he 
fully concurred in the sentiments expressed by his brother, and 
determined, to unite with him in any Undertaking that might 
promise the accom]-lishmcTit of their purpose, which was to 
(le])rive drij of his dominions. But he thought it would be 
most expedient, in the first instance, to make their father 
acquainted with the dissatisfaction he had produced; “for,” 
he thought to himself, “in a new distribution, he may assign 
Persia to me.” Then he wrote to S^im, advising that a 
messenger should be sent at once to ^eyidiin to inform him of 
their dissatisfaction, and bring back a' reply. The same mes- 
senger was dispatched by Silim accordingly on that mission, 

Cliargcd with imfilial languaj^c,- Give,” he said, 

“ This stripling Trij a more hu Ale portion. 

Or we will, from the mountains of Tilran, 

From Klim, and Chin, bring overwhelming troops, 

Inured to war, and shower disgrace and ruin 
On him and Persia.*' 

Wlicn the messenger arrived at the court of Feridiin, and had 
obtained pennission to appear in the presence of the king, he 
, kissed the ground respectfully, and by command related the 
purpose of his journey. Feridiin was surprised and displeased, 
and said, in reply : 

“ Have I done wrong, done evil ? None, but good. 

. T gave yc kingdoms, that was not a crime ; 

But if ye fear not me, at least fear God. 

My ebbing life approaches to an end, 

And the possessions of this fleeting world 
Will soon pass from me. I am grown too old 
To have my passions roused by this rebellion ; 

All I can do is, with paternal love. 

To counsel peace. Be with your lot contented ; 

Seek not unnatural strife, but cherish peace.” 

After the departure of the messenger Feriddn .called Irij 
before him, and said ; “'n>y two brothers, who are older than 
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tliou art, have confederated together, and tlireatcn to brini^ a 
large army against thee for the purpose of seizing thy kingdoni, 
and putting thee U) death. I®have received this information 
from a messenger, who further says, that if I take tjiy part 
tliey will also wage war upon me.’* And after Irij hml declared 
that in this «xtremity he was anxious to do whatever his fathoi* 
might advis^, Feridiin continued : " My son, thoif art uiiahlo. 
to resist the invasion of even one brother ; it will, therefore, 
be impossible for thee to oppose both. I am now aged and 
iiifinn, and my only wish is to pass the remainder of my days 
in retirement and repose. Better, then, will it be for thee to 
pursue the path of peace and friendship, and like me throw 
aw^ay all desire for dominion. 

For if the sword of anger is unsheathed, 

And war comes on, thy head will soon bo freed 
From all the cares of government and life. 

There is no cause for thee to quit the world, 

The path of peace and amity is thine.*’ 

Irij agreed with his father, and declared that he would 
willingly sacrifice his throne and diadem rather than go to war 
with his brothers. 

“ Look at the Heavens, how they roll on ; 

And look at man, how soon he’s gone. 

A breath of wind, and then no more ; 

A world like this, should man deplore 7 " 

With these sentiments Irij determined to repair immediately 
to his brothers, and place his kingdom aj their disposal, hojuiig 
by this means to merit their favour and allbction, anJT:ie said ; 

• “ I feel no resentment, T seek not for strife, 

I wish not for thrones and the gloj-ies of life ; 

What is glory to man? — an illusion, a cheat ; 

What did it for Jemshid, the world at his feet ? 

When I4J0 to my brothers their anger may cease, 

•Though vengeance were fitter than offers of peace.” 


F,priddn observed to him : It is well that thy desire is for 
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reconciliation, as thy brothers are preparing for war/* He then 
wrote a letter to his sons, in which he said : Yonr younger 
brother considers your friendsliip and estoein of more con- 
sequence to him than his crown and throne. He has banished 
from his heart every feeling of resentment against you ; do 
you, in the like miiuncr, cast away hostility from -your hearts 
against him." Be kind to him, for it is incumbent upon the 
eldest born to \|e indulgent and affectionate to their younger 
brothers. Although your consideration for my hap])incss has 
parsed aw’ay, I still wish to please you.” As soon as the letter 
was finished, Irij mounted his horse, and set off* on his journey, 
accompanied by several of his friends, but not in such a manner, 
and with such an equiiimcnt, as might betray his rank or 
character. When he arrived with his attendants in Turkistiln, 
he found that the armies of his tw^o brothers were ready to 
inarch against him. Silirn and Tdr, being apiirized of the 
ajiproach of Irlj, went out of the city, according to ancient 
usage, to meet the deputation which w^as conveying to them 
their father’s letter. Irij was kindly received by them, and 
accommodated in the royal residence. 

It is said that Irij was in jicrson extremely prepossessing, 
and that when the troops first beheld him, they exclaimed : 
“ He -is indeed fit to be a king ! ” In every place all eyes were 
f\xed upon him, and w’herever he moved he was followed and 
surrounded by the admiring army and crowds of people. 

Til numerous groups the soldiers met, and blessed 
The name of Irij, saying in their hearts, 

I’his is the man to lead an armed host, 

' And worthy of the diadem and throne. 

The courtiers of the two brothers, alarmed by these demon- 
strations of attachment to Irij continually before their eyes, 
represented to Silim and Tiir that the army was disaffected 
towards them, and that Irij alone was considered deserving of 
the supreme authority. This intimation exasperated the 
malignant spirit of the two brothers ; for although at i^b 
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determined to pnt Irij to death, his youth and prepossossinj^ 
appearance had in some degree subdued their auimosity. 
They were therefore pleased with the intclhgcnce, l)ccausc it 
affiorded a new and powerful reason for g-ofctiii.^y rid»of liim. 
“Look at our troops,” said Sflini to ’J\ir, “how they iis.sein])lc 
ill circles tdjgethcr, and betray tlieir adiiiiratiou of juin. J fear 
they will never march against Persia. Indeed it is not im- 
probable that even the kingdom of Turau iway faU into his 
bands, since tlie hearts of our soldiers have become so attached 
to him. 

No time is tin's to deviate from onr conrse, 

We must rush on ; onr armies plainly show 
Their love for I rij, and if \vc should Tail 
To root up froju its place this nourishing tree, 

Our cause is lost for ever.” 

Again, Silim said to Tin* : “ Thou must put Irij to death, 
and then his kingdom will he tliiiie.” Tiir readily undertook 
to commit that crime, and, on tlic following day, at an inter- 
view with Irij, lie said to him : “ Why didst thou consent to bo 
the ruler of Persia, and fail in showing a proper regard for the 
interests of thy elder brothers ? Wliilst our barren kingdoms 
arc constantly in a state of warfare with the Turks, thou art 
enjoying peace and tranquillity iq)ou the throne of a fruitful 
country ? Must Ave, thy elder brothers, remain thus under tlnr 
commands, and in subordinate stations ? • 

Must thou have gold and treasure, 

And thy heart be wrapt in pleasure, 

, Whilst we, thy elder born, 

Of our heritage arc sht)rn ? * 

Must the youngest still be nursed, 

And the elder branches cursed ? 

And oondcnincd, by stern coinm.'uid, 

IJp a wild and sterile laud ? ” 

"When Irij heard these words ft’om Ttir, he immediately 
replied, saying ;* 

• “ I only seek tranquillity and peace ; 

I look not on the crown of sovereignty, 
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Nor scok a name among the Persian host ; 

And tliougli Uic throne and diadem are mine, 

1 li(‘ro rcMiounce tlicm, satiJsfied to lead 

A private life. For what hath ever l)ecii 

'J'lic (iiid of earthly power and pomp, hut darkness? 

I seek not to contend against my brothers 
Why should I grieve their hearts, or give distress 
To any human lieing? I am young; 

Aiuf J leaven forbid that I should prove unkind ( ** 

Notwitk stall (Ihig, liowevcr, tlicse declarations of submission, 
and 1 ‘cpeated assurances of his resolution to resign the monarchy 
of Persia, Tiir would not believe one word. In a moment he 
sprung np, and furiously seizing the golden chair from wliicli 
he had just risen, striiclc a violent blow with it on the head of 
Inj, calling aloud, “Bind liirn, hind him!*’ The youth, 
struggling on the ground, exclaimed : “ 0, think of thy father, 
and pity me ! Have compassion on thy own soul 1 I came for 
thy protection, therefore do not take my life : if thou dost, my 
blood will call out for vengeance to the Almighty. I ask only 
for i)Ca(;c and retirement. Tliink of my father, and pity me ! 

Wouldst thou, with life endowed, take life a^vay ? 

Torture not the poor ant, wliieli drags the grain 
Along the dust ; it has a life, and life 
Is sweet and precious. Did the innocent ant 
Olfeiid thee ever ? Gruel must he be 
Wlui would destroy a living thing so hannless ! 

And wilt Ihou, reckless, 'jhed thy brother’s l)lood, 

And agonize the feelings of a father ? 

Pause, and avoid the wrath of righteous Heaven I ” 

Blit Tur was not to be softened by the supplications of his 
hroUier. lAVithont giving any reply, ho drew his dagger, and 
instantly dissevered the head of the youth from his body. 

With musk and ambcrgri.s lie first embalmed 
The head of Irij, then to his old father • 

Dispatched the present with these cruel words ^ 

“ Here is the head of thy beloved son, 

Tliy darling favourite, dress it with a crowtt 
As thou wort wont' ; and mark the goodly fruit 
Thou hast jiroduced. Adorn thy ivoiy throne, 

In all its splendour, for this worthy head, 

And place it in full niiijesty before thee I *’ 
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In the mean time, Fcridiin had prepared a magnificent ro 
ceptiou for his son. The period of his return had arrived, and 
he was in anxious* expectation of seeing him, when suddenly he 
received intelligence that Irij had been put to death by his 
brothers. JThe mournful spectacle soon reached his father’s 
house. 


A scream of agony burst from his heart, 

As wildly in his arms he clasped the face 
Of his poor slaughtered son ; then down he sank 
Senseless upon the earth. The soldiers round 
Bemoaned tlic sad catsistrophe, and rent 
Their garments in their grief. Tiic souls of all 
Were filled with gloom, their eyes witli flowing tears, 
For hope had promised a far diilcreni scene ; 

A day of heart-felt mirth and joyf uliicss, 

When Irij to his father’s house returned. 


.^fter the extreme agitation of Fcridiin had subsided, he 
directed all liis people to wear black apparel, in honoftr of the 
murdered youth, and all his drums and banners to be torn to 
pieces. They say that subsequent to this dreadful calamity he 
always wore black clothes. The head of Irij was buried in a 
favourite garden, where he had been accustomed to hold weekly 
a rural entertainment. Fcridiin, in performing the last cere- 
mony, pressed it to his bosom, and with streaming eyes ex- 
claimed : 

“ O Heaven, look down upon my murdefed boy ; 

His severed head before me, but his body 

Toni by those hungry evolves ! O grant my prayer, 

That 1 may sec, before I die, the seed 
Of Irij hurl just vengeance on th(^ heads 
Of his assassins ; hear, O hear my prayer.” 

— Thus he in sorrow for his favourite son 
Obscured the light which might have sparkled still. 
Withering the jasmine flower of happy days ; 

So that bis pale existence looked like death. 



43 


THE SHXH ITIMED. 


MINtrCHITTE. 

Fcridiiii continued to clierish witli the fondest affection the 
memory of his murde]*cd son, and still looked forward with 
anxiety to the anticipated hour of retribution. He fervently 
hoped that a son iiiii>ht be born to take vengeance for his 
father’s dc{\th. Put it so liappcncd that ISIah-afrid, the wife 
of Irij, gave birth to a daughter. When this daughter grew 
up, Feridun gave her in marriage to Pishnng, and from that 
union an heir was born who in form and feature resembled Irij 
and Feridiin. Ho was called Jilinuchihr, and great rejoicings 
took place on the occasion of his birth. 

The old man’s lips, with smiles apart, 

Uespoko the gladness of his heart, 

And in his arms he took the boy, 

The harbinger of future joy ; 

Delighted that indulgent JTeaven 
To liis fond liopcs this idedge had given. 

It scenu'd as if, to bless his reign, 

Irij had come to life again. 

The child was nourished with great tenderness during his 
infancy, and when he grew up he was sedulously instructed in 
every art necessary to form the character, and acquire tlie 
accomplishments of a warrior. Feridun was accustomed to 
place him on the throne, and decorate his brows with the 
crown of sovereignty ; and the soldiers enthusiastically acknow- 
ledged him as their king, urging him to rouse himself and take 
vengeance Of his enemies for the murder of his grandfather. 
Having opened liis treasury, Feridun distributed abundance of 
gold among the people, so that Miniichihr was in a shout time 
enabled to embody an immense army, by whom -he was looked 
upon with attachment and admiration. 

When Silim and Tur were informed of the preparations that 
were making against them, that Miniichihr, having grown to 
manhood, was distinguished for his valour and intrepidity, and 
*- multitudes llocW. to .his standard with the iutchtion of 
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forwarding his purpose of revenge, they were seized with inex- 
pressible terror, and anticipated an immediate invasion of tlieir 
kingdoms. Thus aiarmed, they counselled together upon tlie 

coume it would be wisest to adopt. 

• 

Should he iidvnuce, his cause is just, 

^A.nd blood will mingle with tlic dust, 

But heaven forbid our power should be 
O’erwhelmcd to give him victoiT ; • 

Though strong his ann. and wild his iro,* 

And vengeance keen his heart inspire.” 


They determined, at length, to pursue pacific measures, and 
endeavouf by sjjlendid presents and conciliatoiy language to 
regain the good-will of Feridun. The elephants were immedi- 
ately loaded with treasure, a crown of gold, and other articles 
of value, and a messenger was dispatched, charged with an 
acknoivledgmcnt of guilt and abundant expressions of repent- 
ance. It was Iblis,” they said, “ who led us astray, ami our 
destiny has been such that we arc in every way criminal. But 
I'thou art the ocean of mercy ; pardon our offences. Though 
.^auifold, they were involuntary, and forgiveness will cleanse 
!ipiir hearts and restore us to ourselves. Lot our tears wash 
faway the faults we have committed. To Miniichihr and to 
thyself we offer obedience and fealty, and Ave wait your epm- 
inands, being but the dust of your feet."' , 

When the messenger arrived at the court of •Feridiin he first 
delivered the magnificent presents, and the king, having placed 
Miniichihr on a golden chair by his side, observed to him, 
“ These presents are to thee a prosperorf^j and blessed^omcn— 
they shew that thy enemy is afraid of thee.” Then the 
messenger was permitted to communicate the object of his 
mission. 

He spoke with studied phrase, intent to hide, 

Or mitigate the horror of their crime ; 

And wittkcxcuses plausible and bland 

His B^ech was dressed. The brothers, he observed, 

Desired to see their kinsman Mindchihr, — 

And with the costliest gems they sought to pay 
The price of kindred blood unjustly shed — 
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And they would willingly to him resign 

Their kingdoms for the sake of peace and friendsliip. 

The monarch marked i|im scornfully, and said, 

“ Canst thou conceal the sun 7 It is in^vain 
Truth to disguise with words of shallow meaning. 
Now hear my answer. Ask thy cruel masters, 

Who talk of their affection for the prince, 

Where lies the body of the gentle. I rij 7 • 

Him they have slsin, the fierce, unnatural broihers, 
And now they thirst to gain another victim. 
They^ong to see the face of Mimichihr I 
Yes, and they shall, surrounded by his soldiers. 

And clad in steel, and they shall feel the edge 
Of life-destroying swoids. Yes, they shall see him I ** 


After uttering this indignant speech, Feridun sliewed to the 
messenger his great warriors, one by one. He shewed^ him 
Kavah and his two sons, Shahpiir, and Shiriieh, find Kdrun, 
and Slim,* and Nariimin, and other chiefs — all of admirable 
courage and valour in war, — and thus resumed : 

“ Hence with your presents, hence, away, 

Can gold or gems turn night to day 7 
Must kingly heads he bought and sold, 

And shall I barter blood for gold 7 
Shall gold a father’s heart entice, 
lUood to redeem beyond .all price ? 

Hence, hence wifh treachery ; I have heard 
Their glozing falsehoods, every word ; 

But human feelings guide my will, 

And keep my honour sacred still. 

True is the oracle wc read : — 

‘ Those who have sown oppression’s seed 
Reap bitter fruit ; their souls, perplext, 

Joy not in this world or the next.’ 

The brothers of my murdered boy, 

Who could^ father’s hopes destroy, 

An equal punishment will reap, 

And lasting vengeance o’er them sweep. 

They rooted up my favourite tree. 

But yet a branch remains to me. 


* Sfim, S&m Suw&r, was the son of Narfm&n. He is said to have vanquished 
or tamed a great number of animals and terrible mousters, amongst whicli 
was ono remarkable for its ferocity. This furious animal Vas called Soh&m, 
on account of its being of the colour and nature of fire. According to 
fabulous history, ho made it his war-horse, in all his engagements against 

the Demons. 
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Now the young lion comes apace, 

.The glory of his glorious race ; 

He comes apace, to pigiish guilt, 

Where brother’s blood was basely spilt ; 

And blood alone for blood must pay ; 

Henqp with your gold, depart, away I ” 

Wlien th^ messenger heard these reproaches, mingled with 
poison, ho immediately took leave, and trembling with fear, 
returned to Silim and Tiir with the utmost Speed. . He de- 
scribed to them in strong and alarming terms the appearance 
and character of Minuchihr, and his warriors ; of that noble 
youth who with frowning eyebrows was only anxious for battle. 
He then communicated to them in what manner he had been 
received, and repeated the denunciations of Feridiin, at w^hich 
the brothers were exceedingly grieved and disappointed. But 
Silim said to Tiir ; 


“ liCt us be first upon the field, before 
He muTslials his array. It follows not. 

That he should be a hero bold and valiant. 

Because he is descended from the brave ; 

But it becomes us well to try our power, — 

For speed, in war, is better than delay.” 

In this spirit the two brothers rapidly collected from both 
their kingdoms a large army, and proceeded towards Irdn. On 
hearing of their progress, Feridiin said : “ This is well — the^ 
come of themselves. The forest game surrenders itself volun- 
tarily at the foot of the sportsman.^’ Then he commanded his 
army to wait quietly till they arrived ; for skill and patience, 
he observed, will draw the lion’s head into your toils. 

As soon as the enemy had approached within a shoiJWi stance, 
Minuchihr solicited Feridfm to commence the engagement, — 
and the*king having summoned his chief warriors before him, 
appointed them Ml, one by one, to their proper places. 

The wapriors of renown assembled straight 
■ With ponderous clubs ; each like a lion fierce, 

^ Girded his loins impatient. In their front 
’ The sacred banner of the blacksmith waved ; 

Bright scimitars were brandished in the air ; 
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Beneath them pranced their steeds, all armed for fightf 
And so incased in iron were the chiefs • 

I^'rom top to toe, their ey«s were only seen. 

When Kamil drew his hundred thousand troops 
Upon the field, the battle-word was given, 

And Miniichihr was, like the cypress tall,» 

I'higagccl along the centre of the hosts ; 

And like the moon he shone, amidithe groups 
Oi coiigi'cgated clouds, or as the sun 
tJ littering upon the mountain of Alberz, 
i'hc squadrons in advance KabAd commanded, 

Ciarshasp the left, and Sam upon the right. 

Tlic shedders of a brother’s blood had now 
Brought their innumerous legions to the strife, 

And formed them in magnificent array : 

'rho picquet guards vrere almost thrown together, i 
When Till* sprung forward, and with sharp reproach, 

And haughty gesture, thus addressed KabiUl : 

‘‘ Ask this new king, this Miniichihr, since Heaven 

To Irij gave a daughter, vrho on him 

Bestowed the mail, the battle-axe, and sword ? ” 

Ti) this insulting speech, KabAd reidied : 

Tlie message shall bo given, and I will bring 
I'he answer, too. Ve know what ye have done ; 

I lave ye not murdcrcil him who, trusting,, sought 
I’rotcction from ye ? All mankind for this 
Alust curse your memory till the day of doom ; 

IC savage monsters were to fly your presence, 

] t would not be surprising. 'I’hose who die 
I '.I this most righteous cause will go to ITeavcn, 

With all their sins forgotten I ” Then KabAd 
Went to the king, and told the speech of TAr : 

A smile played o’er the cheek of Minuchihr 
As thus he spoke : “A boaster he must be. 

Ora vatu fool, for when engaged in battle. 

Vigour of arm and the enduring soul. 

Will best bo proved. I ask but for revenge — 

\’'engcance for Irij slain. Meanwhile, return ; 

We shall not fight to-day.” 

t He too retired, 

And in his tent upon the sandy plain, 

Ordered the festive board to be prepared. 

And wine and music whiled the hours away. 

When morning dawned the battle commenced, and multi- 
tudes were slain on both sides. 

The spacious plain became a sea of blood ; 

It secuiod as if the earth was covered o’er 
With crimson tulips ; slippery w’as the groundf 
And all in dizp confasion, * 
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The army of Miniichihr was victorious, owing to the 
bravery an J skill of the commijnder. But Heaven was in his 
favour. • 

In the evening^ Silim and Tiir consulted together, and came 
to the resolution of effecting a formidable night attack on the 
enemy. Th^ spies of Miniichihr, however, obtained informa- 
tion of this intention, and communicated tlic secret to tlic king. 
Minuchihr immediately placed the army in charge of Kanin, 
and took himself thirty thousand men to wait in ambuscade 
for the enemy, and frustrate his views. Tiir advanced with -a 
hundred thousand men ; but as he advanced, he found every 
one on the alert, and aware of his approach. He had gone too 
far to retreat in the dark without fighting, and therefore began 
a vigorous conflict. Miniichihr sprung up from his ambuscade, 
and with his thirty thousand men rushed upon the centre of 
the dheiny’s troops, and in the end encountered Tiir. Tlic 
struggle was not long. Minuchihr dexterously using his 
javelin, hurled him from liis saddle precipitately to the ground, 
and then with his dagger severed the head from his body. The 
body he left to be devoured by the licasts of the field, and the 
* head he sent as a trophy to Fcridiin ; after which, he proceeded 
in search of Sflim. 

The army of the confederates, however, having suffered iBuch 
a signal defeat, Silim thouglit it prudent to fall back and tako 
refuge in a fort. But Miniichihr went in pursuit, and besieged 
the castle. One day a warrior named Kakii made a sally out 
of the fort, and approaching the centre of the besieging army, 
threw a javelin at Minuchihr, which however fell •harmless 
before it reached its aim. Then Minuchihr seized the enemy 
by the girdle, raised him up in air, and flung him from his 
saddle to the groiind. 

He grasped the foe-man by the girth, 

AnSthnndcring drove him to the earth ; 

■ fly wound of spear, and gory brand, 

He died upon the burning sand. 

~^be siege was continued for somp time with the view of 
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weakening the power of Silim ; at last Miniichihr sent a 
message to him, saying : “ Let^ the battle be decided between 
us. Quit the fort, and boldly meet me here, that it may bo 
seen te whom God gives the victory.^' Silim could not, without 
disgrace, refuse this challenge : he descended from the fort, 
and met Miniichihr. A desperate conflict ensued, and he was 
;5lain on the spot. Mimichihr’s keen sword severed the royal 
head frqm thetbody, and thus quickly ended the career of Silim. 
After that, the whole of the enemy’s troops were defeated and 
put to flight in every direction. 

The leading warriors of the routed army now sought protec- 
tion from Miniichihr, who immediately complied with their 
solicitation, and by their influence all the forces of Silim and 
Tiir united under him. To each he gave rank according to 
his merits. After the victory, Miniichihr hastened to pay his 
respects to Feridiin, who received him with praises and thanks- 
givings, and the customary honours. Returning from the 
battle, Feridiin met him on foot ; and the moment Miniichihr 
beheld the venerable monarch, he alighted and kissed the 
ground. They then, seated in the palace together, congmtu- 
latcd themselves on the success of their arras. In a short time 
after, the end of Feridiin approached ; when recommending 
Mimichilir to the care of Sam and Narimiln, he said ; “ My 
•hour of departure has arrived, and I place the prince under 
your protection*.” He then directed Miniichihr to be seated on 
the throne ; 

And put himself the crown upon his head, 

And stored his mind with counsel good and wise. 

Upon the death of Feridiin, Miniichihr accordingly suc- 
ceeded to the government of the empire, and continued to 
observe strictly all the laws and regulations of his great grand- 
father. He commanded his subjects to be constant in the 
worship of God. 

The army and the people gave him praise*; 

Prayed for his happiness and length of days ; 

Our hearts, they said, are ever bound to thee; 

Our hearty, inspired by love and loyalty. 
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ZAL, the son of SAM. 

According to the*traditionary histories from which Firdausi 
has 'derived his legends, the warrior Si&m had a son born to 
him whose h^ir was perfectly white. On his birth the nurse 
went to Sarip and told him that God had blessed«him with a 
wonderful child, without a single blemish, excepting that hi^ 
liair was white ; but when Silm saw him he was "grieved : 

His hair was white as goose’s wing, 

His check was like the rose of spring 
His form was straight as cypress tree — 

* But when the sire was brought to sec 
That child with hair so silvery white, 

His heart revolted at the sight. 

His mother gave him the name of Zal, and the people said 
to Sdm, ‘‘ This is an ominous event, and will be to thee pro- 
ductive of nothing but calamity ; — it would be better if thou 
couldst remove him out of sight. 

No human being of this earth 
Could give to such a monster birth ; 

He must be of the Demon race, 

Though human still in form and face. 

If not a Demon, he, at least. 

Appears a party-coloured beast.” 

When Silm was made acquainted with these, reproaches and* 
sneers of the people, he determined, though with a son’owfiil 
heart, to take him up to the mountain Alberz, and abandon 
him there to be destroyed by beasts of prey. Alberz was the 
abode of the Simurgh or GriflSn,* and, iffhilst flying "about *in 
quest of food for his hungry young ones, that sm-prising animal 

• 

* The sex of this fabulous animal is not clearly made out ! It tells Z&l that 
it had nursed him liko a father, and therefore I have, in this place, adopted the 
masculine gender, though the preseiTer of young ones might authorise its being 
considered a /cmal#. ^he Sfmurgh is probably neither one nor the other, or 
both ! Some have likened the Simurgh to the Ippogrif or Griffin ; but the 
Simurgh is plainly a biped ; others again have supposed that the fable simply 
meant a holy recluse of the mountains, who nourished and educated the poor 
child which had been abandoned by its father.* . 
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discovered the child lying alone upon the hard rock, crying and 
sucking its fingers. The Simu^gh, however, felt nO inclination 
to devour him, but compassionately took hifia up in the air, and 
conveyed him to his own habitation. 

He who is blest with Heaven’s grace 
Will never want a dwelling-place 
^ And ho who bears the curse oi Fate 
» Cun never change his wretched state. 

A voice, not earthly, thus .addressed 
The Slmurgh in his mountain nest — 

“ To thee Inis mortal 1 resign. 

Protected by the jwwer divine ; 
lict him thy fostering kindness share, 

Nourish him with paternal care ; 

For from his loins, in time, will spring 
The champion of the world, and bring 
Honour on earth, and to tliy name ; 

The heir of everlasting fame.” 

Thd young ones were also kind and affectionate to the infant, 
which was thus nourished and protected by the Simurgh for 
several years. 


!rnB DREAM op SAM. 

It is said that one night, after melancholy mnsings and re- 
tiectin^Sin the miseries of this life, Siim was visited by' a 
dream, and when the particulars of it were communicated to 
the interpreters of mysterious warnings and omens, ^ they de- 
clared that ZtU was certainly still alive, althgugh he had been 
long exposed on Alberz, and left there to be torn to pieces by wild 
animals. Upon this interpretation being given, the natural 
feelings of the father returned, and he sent his people to tho 
mountain in search of Zdl, but without success. On another 
night Sdm dreamt a second time, wl^en he beheld a*yonng n i^ n 
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of a beautiful countenance at the head of an immense army, 
with a banfier flying before hiij^, and a Mfibid on his left hand. 
One of them addressed Sam, and reproached him thus : — 

Unfeeling mortal, hast thou from tliy eyes 
Washed out all sense of shame ? Dost thou boliovc 
Th^t to have silvery tresses is a erime ? 

If so, thy head is covered with white hair ; 

And were not both spontaneous gifts from Heaven ? 
Although the boy was hateful to thy sighr," • 

The grace of God has been bestowed upon him ; 

And what is human tenderness and love 
To Heaven’s protection ? Thou to him wert cruel. 

But Heaven has blest him, shielding him from harm. 

Silm screamed aloud in his sleep, and awoke greatly terrified. 
Without delay he went himself to Alberz, and ascended the 
mountain, and wept and prayed before tbe throne of the 
Almighty, saying 

“ If that forsaken child be truly mine. 

And not the progeny of Demon fell, 

’ 0 pity mo I forgive the wicked deed. 

And to my eyes, my injured son restore.” 


His prayer was accepted. The Slmnrgh, hearing the lamenta- 
tions of Sam among his people, knew that he had come in quest 
of his son, and thus said to Ziil : — “ I have fed and protected 
thee like a kind nurse, and I ha^e given tlTce the name of 
Dustdn, lilce a father. Sam, the warrior, has just come upon 
the mountain in search of his child, and I must restore thee to 
him, and we must part.” Zill wept when he heard o£ Jihis un- 
expected separation, and in strong terms expressed his grati- 
tude to his benefactor ; for the Wonderful Bird had not 
omitted £o teach him the language of the country, and to culti- 
vate his understanding, removed as they were to such a dis- 
tance frojn thejiaunts of mankind. The Sfmurgh soothed 
him by assuriiTg him that he was not going to abandon him to 
misfortune, but to increase his prosperity ; and, as a striking 
proof of Section, gave him a feather from bis own wing, with 

^9 
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these instructions ; — “ Wlienevcr thou art involved in difficulty 
or danger, put this feather oi^ the fire, and I will instantly 
appear to thee to ensure thy safety. Nevei> cease to remember 
me. 

T Imvc watched thee with fondness l)y day ^Ind by niirlit, 

And supplied all thy wants Avith a fiithcr's deliij:ht ; 

O i'urget not thy nurse — still be faitliful to me— r* 

And iny heart will be ever devoted to thee.” 


Zell immediately replied in a strain of gratitude and admira- 
tion ; and then the Simurgh convoyed him to Sam, and said to 
him : “ lleceive tliy son — he is of wonderful promise, and will 
be worthy of the tlirone and the diadem.” 


The soul of Sjim rejoiced to hear 
Applause so sweet to a parent’s car ; 

And blessed them both in thought and word, 

The lovely boy, and the Wondrous Bird. 

Pe also declared to Zdl that he was ashamed of the crime of 
which he had been guilty, and that he would endeavour to 
obliterate the recollection of the past by treating him in future 
with the utmost respect and honour. 

Y^en Minuchihr heard from Zilbul of these things, and of 
SdnVs return, he was exceedingly pleased, and ordered his son, 
.Naiider, with a splendid istakbal,* to meet the father and sou 
on their approaoli to the city. They were surrounded by war- 


* This custom is derived from the earliest ages of Persia, and has been 
continued jjown to the present times with no abatement of its pomp or 
spfendou^. Mr. Morier thus speah^f the progress of the Embassy to Persia : — 
“An IstdkbdL composed of fif^Siorsemen of our Mehmandar’s tribe, met 
us about three miles from our encampment ; they were sncceaded as we 
advanced by an assemblage on foot, who threw a glass vessel filled with sweet* 
meats beneath the Envoy^s horse, a ceremony which we^ had before witnessed 
at Kauzeroon, and which we again understood to be an hononr shared with the 
King and his sons alone. Then came two of the principal merchants of 
Shiraz, accompanied by a boy, the son of Mahomed K?bee Khan, the new 
Governor of Bushere. They, however, incurred the Envy’s displeasure by 
not dismounting from their horses, a form always observed in Persia by those 
of 'lower rank, when they meet a superior. We were thus mot by three 
Istakhdls during the course of ttie day.’* . ^ 
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riors and great men, and Siim embraced the first moment to 
introduce Ziil to the king. 

Zal humbly kissed the earth before the king, 

And fc*om the hands of Mmuchihr received 
A golden maee and helm. Tlien those who knew 
The st.ars and planetary signs, were told 
To calculate the stripling’s destiny ; 

And all procliiinicd him of exalted fortune, 

That he would be prodigious in his migli, 

Outshining every warrior of the age. 

Delighted with this information, Mimichihr, seated ujiGn his 
throne, with Karun on one side and Sam on the otlicr, pre- 
sented Zal with Arabian horses, and armour, and gold, and 
splendid garments, and a23pointed Stlm to the government of 
Kabul, Zcibul, and Incl. Zal accompanied his fittlicr on his 
rctuim ; and when they arrived at Zabulisttin, the most re- 
nowned instructors in every art and science were collected to- 
gether to cultivate and enrich his young mind. 

In the meantime Sd,m was commanded by the king to invade 
and subdue the Demon provinces of Karngsar and Mazin- 
dcnln ; * and Zdl was in consequence lefL by his father in 
charge of Zabulistd,n. The young nursling of the Siinurgh is 
said to have performed the duties of sovereignty with admir- 
able wisdom and discretion, during the absence of liis father. 
He did not pass his time in idle exercises^ but with zcalofls 
delight in the society of accomplished and learned men, for the 
purpose of becoming familiar with every species of knowledge 
and acquirement. The city of Ztlbiil, however, as a constant 
residence, did not entirely satisfy him* and he wisTitd to' see 
more of the world ; he therefore visited several other places, 
and proceeded as far as Kdbul, where he pitched his tents, and 
remained for some time. 

* The province of hfazinder&n, of which the principal city is Amol, compro* 
hends the whole of the southern coast of the Caspian sea. It known to 
the ancients by the name of Hyrcania. At tho period to which the text 
leff^ the pountry was in the possession of demons. 
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RtTDiBEH. 

The chief of Kiibul was descended from the family of Zohitk. 
Ho was naDied Milirdb, and to secure the safety of his state, 
paid annual ^tribute to Sdm. Mihrab, On the arrj^^al of Zal, 
went out of the city to see him, and was hospitably entertained 
by the young* hero, who soon discovered that he had a daughter 
of wonderful attractions. 

Her name Riiddbch ; skreeneti from public view, 

Her countenance is brilliant as the sun ; 

From head to foot her lovely form is fair 
As polished ivory. Like the spring, her cheek 
Presents a radiant bloom, — in stature tall. 

And o’er her silvery brightness, nchly flow 
Hark musky riiighits clustering to her feel, 

She bluslies like the rich pomegranate flower; 

Her eyes arc soft and sweet as the narcissus, 

Her lashes from the raven’s jetty plume 

Have stolen their blackness, and her biwvs are bent 

Like archer's bow. Ask ye to see the moon ? 

Look at her face. Seek ye for musky fiagrancc ? 

She is all sweetness. Her long fingojs seem 

Pencils of silver, and so beautiful 

Her pi'C'sence, tliat she breathes of Heaven and love. 


Sufli was the description of Eddilbeh,* which inspired the 

C 

* Firdausi is very e»iberant in his account of RflclAbeh. Female beauty has 
always been a darling subject with the poets of all nations; and they have 
generally embellished it with all their powers of description. 

In comparing the Greek and Persian notions of female beauty and its 
kttrihutes, yfi liiid no important disparity, but a much closer resemblancd 
hau might bo exi>ccted, considering the physical diflerence between the two 
lountries. For the imagery of every genuine poet must be derived from 
vhat be is accustomed to sec, from the natural objects and cii'cnmstances by 
fhich be is surrounde'd. Hence it is that every countiy must nave what 
>r, Johnson calls, traditional imagery, and hereditary similes, ” The Odes 
t Hafiz have all the rich imagery of the Teian bard, besides an abundance of 
sautiful epithets, unknown to tho Greek, drawn from the varied productions 
■ a still more genial climate. ‘ ^ c 

The following is a fuUer description of the charms of Bfld&beh 

If thou would’st make her channs appear. 

Tluuk of tho Sun so bright and dear; 
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heart of with the most violent affection, and imagination 
added to hef charms. 

w 

Mihrdib again waited on Zdl, who received him graciously, 
and asked him in what manner he could promote his wishes. 
Milirab said that Tie only desired him to become his guest at a 
banquet he intended to invite him to ; but Ziil thought proper 
to refuse, because he well know, if ho accepted an invitation of 
the kind from a relation of Zohak, that his father Sam, and the 
King of Peisia would be offended. Mihriib returned to Kiibiil 
disappointed, and having gone into his harem, his wife, Sin- 
dokht, inquired after the stranger from Zabiil, the wliite-headed 
son of Sam. She wished to know what he was like, in form 
and feature, and what account he gave of his sojourn with tlic 
Simurgh. Mihriib described him in the warmest terms of ad- 
miration — he was valiant, he said, accomplished and handsome, 
with tio other defect than that of white hair. And so bound- 
less w'os his pi-aise, that Rudabeh, who was present, drank* every 
word with avidity, and felt her own heart warmed into admira- 


And brighter far, with so.ter light, 

The maiden strikes the dazzled sight. 

Think of her skin, with what compare ! 

Ivory was never half so fair I 
Her statui'c like the Sabin tree ; 

Her eyes I so full of witchery, 

Glow like the Nirgis * tenderly. 

Her arching brows their magic fling, 

Dark as the raven’s glossy wing. 

Soft p’er her blooming cheek Ks spread. 

The rich pomegrauato's vivid red. 

Upon her bosom, white ns snow. 

Two vermil buds, in secret, blow. 

Her musky ringlets, unconfliied, 

In clustering meshes roll behind. • 

Love ye the moon ? Behold her face, 

And there the lucid planet trace. 

If breath of musky fragi’auco iilcuse, 

Her balmy odours scent the bieczc ; 

Possess’d of every sportive wile, 

’'Jiis heaven, ’tis bliss, to see her smile 1 

This imagery is all familiar to European taste, not excepting even the 
allusion to the moon, •which has usually been oonsidered peculiar to the Poetry 
of Asia. • * 


*nie Kattlssiis, to whlelk the eyes of hesatiftU women are usnatly co»ip||^pd. 
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tioQ and loTo. Full of emotion, she afterwards said privately 
to her attendants : 

“ To you alone the secret of my heart 
I now unfold ; to you alone confess 
The deep sensations of my captive soul. 

T love, I love ; all day and night of him 
,1 think alone — I sec him in my dreams — 

You only know my secret— aid me now, 

And soothe the sorrows of my bursting heart.” 

The attendants were startled with this confession and in- 
treaty, and ventured to remonstrate against so preposterous an 
attachment. 


“ AVhat 1 hast thou lost all sense of shame, 
All value for thy honoured name I 
That thou, in loveliness supremo, 

Of every tongue the constant theme, 
Should choose, and on another’s word. 

The nursling of a Mountain Bird I 
A being never seen before, 

Which human mother never bore 1 
And can the hoary locks of age, 

A 3 ^outhful heart like thine engage ? 

Must thy enchanting form be prest 
To such a dubious monster’s breast ? 

And all thy beauty’s rich array. 

Thy peerless charms be thrown away ? ” 


, This violent remonstrance was more calculated to rouse the 
indignation of Hiidiibeh than to induce her to change her mind. 
It did so. But she subdued her resentment, and again dwelt 
upon the ardour of her passion. 

“ My attac1?mcnt is fixed, my election is made, 

And when hearts are enchained ’tis in vain to upbraid. 

Neither Ktzar nor Faghfdr I wish to behold, 

Nor the monarch of Persia with jewels and gold ; 

All, all I despise, save the choice of my heart, 

And from his beloved image 1 never can part. 

Gall him aged, or young, ’tie a fruitless endeavour 

To uproot a desire I must cherish for ever 

Call nim old, call him young, who can passion*contibul ? 

Elver present, and loved, he entrances my soul. 

’Tis for him I exist — him I worship alone, 

And my heart it must bleed till 1 c^l him my own.’' 
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As soon as the attendants found that Rddjlbeh’s attachment 
was deeply fixed, and not to Ije removed, they changed their 
purpose, and becams obedient to her wishes, anxious to pursue 
any* measure that might bring Zdl and their mistress togetlicr, 
Rudilbeh was delfghted with this proof of their regard. 

It was spi^ng time, ahd the attendants repaired towards tlic 
halting-place of Zal, in the neighbourhood of the city. Their 
occupation seemed to be gathering roses along the romantic 
banks of a pellucid streamlet, and when they purposely strayed 
opposite the tent of Zill, he observed them, and asked his 
friends — why they presumed to gather roses in his gardoii. 
He was told that they were damsels sent by the moon of 
Kabulistaii from the palace of Milirab to gather roses, and 
upon hearing this his heart was touched with emotion. He 
rose up and rambled about for amusement, keeping the direc- 
tion bf the river, followed by a servant with a bow. He was 
not far from the damsels, when a bird sprung up frohi the 
water, which he shot, upon the wing, with an arrow. The 
bird happened to fall near the rose-gatherers, and Zdl ordered 
his servant to bring it to him. The attendants of Rudabeh 
lost not the opportunity, as he approached them, to inquire 
who the archer was. “ Know ye not,'' answered the servant, 
that this is Nimriiz, the son of Sam, and also called DusUn, 
the greatest warrior ever known." At this the damsels smiled^ 
and said that they too belonged to a person of Sistfnetion — and 
not of inferior worth — to a star in the palace of Mihrjib. “ We 
have come from Kdbul to the king of Zdbulistiln, and should 
ZUl and Ruddbeh be of equal rank, her»ruby lips may, become 
acquainted with his, and their wished-for union bo effected.” 
When the servant returned, Zdl was immediately informed of 
the conversation that had taken place, and in consequence pre- 
sents were prepared. 

• 

fhej who to gather roses came— went back 
With precious gems— and honorary robes ; 

And two bright finger-rings were secretly 
Sent to the princess. 
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Then did the attendants of Bdd^lbeh exult in the suooess of 
their artifice^ and say that the yon had come into 'their toils, 
Riid^beh herself, however, had some fears on the subject. She 
anxiously sought to know exactly the personal appearance of 
Zal, and happily her warmest hopes were realized by the de- 
scription she received. But one difficulty remained — how were 
they to meel ? Uow was she to see with her own eyes the man 
whom hq;r fancy had depicted in such glowing colours ? Her 
attendants, sufficiently expert at intrigue, soon contrived the 
means of gratifying her wishes. There was a beautiful rural 
retreat in a sequestered situation, the apartments of which were 
adorned with pictures of great men, and ornamented in the 
most splendid manner. To this favourite place Riidtibeh re- 
tired, and most magnificently dressed, awaiting the coming of 
Zfd, whom her attendants had previously invited to repair 
thither as soon as the sun had gone down. The shadows of 
cvenin'g were falling as ho approached, and the enamoured 
prmcess thus addressed him from her balcony ; — 

^ “ May happincfis attend thee ever, thou, 

' Wln»se lucid features make this gloomy night 
Clear as the clay ; whose perfume scents liie breeze ; 

Thou who, rcgai'dloss of fatigue, hast come 
On foot too, thus to see mo — ” 


* Hearing a swQpt voice, he looked up, and behold a bright face 
in the balcony, and lie said to the beautiful visiou : — 

“ How often have I hoped that Heaven 
Would, in some secret place display 
Thy charfiis to me, and thou hast given 
My hcoi't the wish of many a day ; 

For now thy gentle voice I hear, 

And now I see thce^ — speak again I 
Speak freely in a wUling ear, , 

And every wish thou hast obtain.” 

Not a word was lost .upon Bddilboh, and * h« soon accom- 
plished her object. Her hair was so luxuriant, and of such a 
length, that casting it loose it flowed down from t4e balqpnj ; 
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'and, after ihstening the npper part to a ring, she requested Z^l 
to take hold'of the other end and mount up. He ardently 
kissed the musky tresses, and by them quickly ascended. 


Then ha«d in hand within the chambers they 
Gracefully paased. — Attractive was the scene, 

Thi walls embellished by the painter’s skill, 

Aiifl every object exquisitely formed, 

Sculpture, and architectural ornament, . 

Fit for a king. Z&l with amazement gazed • 

Upon what art had done, but more he gazed 
Upon the witching radiance of his love, 

Upon her tulip cheeks, her musky locks, 

Breathing the sweetness of a summer garden ; 

• Upon the sparkling brightness of her rings. 
Necklace, and bracelets, glitteiing on her arms. 

His mien too was majestic — on his head 

He wore a ruby crown, and near his breast 
Was seen a belted dagger. Fondly she 
With side-long ghinccs marked his noble aspect, 
The fine proportions of his graceful limbs, 

His strength and beauty. Her enamoured heart 
Suffused her cheek with blushes, every glance 
Increas’d the ardent transports of her soul. 

So mild was his demeanour, he appeared 
A gentle lion toying with his prey. 

Long they remained rapt in admiration 
Of each other. At length the wariior rose, 

And thus addressed her: — “ It becomes not us 
To be forgetful of the path of prudence, 

Though love would dictate a more ardent course, 
How oft has Sdra, my father, counselled me, 
Against unseeming thoughts,— iniscemly deeds, — 
Always to choose the right, and shun the w^’ong. 
How will he bum with anger when ho Iicjirs 
This new adventure ; how will Minilchihr 
Indignantly reproach me for this dream I 
This waking dream of rapture 1 but I call 
High Heaven to witness what I no\^f declare — 
Whoever may oppose my sacred vows, 

I still am thine, affianced thine, for ever.” 

• And thus RildAbeh : — “ Thou hast won my heart, 
And kirigp may sue in vain ; to thee devoted, 

Thou art alone my warrior and my love.” 

Thus they exclaimed, — then ZAl with fond adieus 
Softly dqficendcd from the balcony, 

And listened to his tent. 


speedily aa possible he assembled together his counsellors 
Co obtain their advice 0]gi the present extraordinary 
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occasion, and he represented to them the sacred importance of 
encouraging matrimonial alliances. 

For marriage is a contract sealed liy Heaven — 

How happy is the Warrior’s lot, amidst 
His smiling children ; when he dies, his son 
Succeeds him, and enjoys his rank and name. 

And is it not a glorious thing to say — 

‘ This is the son of Zal, or this of Sam, ^ 

The heir of his renowned progenitor ? 

• 

He then related to them the story of his love and affection 
•for the daughter of Milirab ; but the Mubicls, well knowing 
that the chief of Kabul was of the family of Zoliak, the serpent- 
king, did not approve the union desired, which excited the 
indignation of Zal. They, however, recommended his writing 
a letter to Sam, who might, if he thought proper, refer the 
matter to Miniichilir. The letter was accordingly written and 
dispatched, and when Sam received it, he immediately srcfeiTcd 
the question to his astrologers, to know whether the nuptials, if 
solemnized between Ziil and Riidabch, would be prosperous or 
not. ^They foretold that the nuptials would be prosperous, and 
that tl^e issue would be a son of wonderful strength and power, 
the ednqueror of the world. This announcement delighted the 
heart of the old warrior, and he sent the messenger back with 
tht assurance of his approbation of the proposed union, but 
requested that the subject might be kept concealed till ho 
returned with^his army from the expedition to Karngsar, and 
was able to consult with Miniichihr. 

ZiU, exulting at his success, communicated the glad tidings 
to Riidttbeh by theis female emissary, who had hitherto carried 
on successfully the correspondence between them. But as slie 
was conveying an answer to this w^elcome news, and some pre- 
sents to Ziil, Sindokht, the mother of Rudabeh, dkccted her, 
and, examining the contents of the packet* she found sufficient 
evidence, she thought, of something wrong^ 

• « 

** What ti'eacheiy is this ? Wliat have we here I 
Slrbund and male attire I Thou, wretch, confess I 
Disclose thy secret doings,’* 
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The emissary, however, betrayed nothing ; but declared that 
she was a dealer in jewels and dresses, and had been only 
shewing her mercliandize to Riidilbeh. Slndokht, in extreme 
agitation of mind^ hastened to her daughter’s apartment to 
fiscertain the particulars of this affair, when Riidslbeh at once 
fearlessly acknowledged her unalterable affection for^Zdl. 

“ I iove him so devotedly, all day, \ 

All night my tears have flowed unceasingly ; 

And one hair of his head I prize more dearly 
Than all the world beside ; for him I live ; 

And we have met, and we have sat together. 

And pledged our mutual love with mutual joy 
And innocence of heart.” 


Rikltlbeh further informed her of Sam’s consent to their 
nuptials, which in some degree satisfied the mother. But when 
Mihrab was made acquainted with the arrangement, his rage 
was unbounded, for he dreaded the resentment of Sdm and 
Minuchihr when the circumstances became fully known .to 
them. Trembling with indignation he drew his dagger, and 
would have instantly rushed to Biidabeh’s chamber to destroy 
her, had not Slndokht fallen at his feet and restrained him. 
He insisted, however,' on her being brought before him ; and 
upon his promise not to do her any harm, Slndokht complied. 
Rudabch disdained to take off her ornaments to appear as an. 
offender and a supplicant, but, proud of her clToice, w^eiit into 
her father’s presence, gaily adorned with jewels, and in splendid 
q arel. Milirdb received her with surprise. 

“ Why all this glittering finery 7 Is the devil 
United to an angel 7 When a snake 
Is met with in Arabia, it is killed 1 ” 

But Riiddbeh ansvTered not a word, and was permitted to retire 
with her mother. 

When Mimiohftr was apprized of the proceedings between 
Ziil and Riiddbeh, he was deeply concerned, anticipating nothing 
•bitt confusion and ruin to Persia from the united influence of 
Z^and Milu’iib. Feridiin had pjarified the world from the 
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abominations of Zohilk, nnd as Mihvilb was a descendant of 
that merciless tyrant, he feared that some .attempt would be 
made to resume the enormities of foriirer times ; Sto was 
therefbre required to give his advice on the occasion. 

The conqueror of Karugsilr and l^Iaziiidenln was received on 
his return, with cordial rejoicings, and he charibed the king 
•with the story of his triumphant success. The monarcli against 
whom he had 'fought was descended, on the mother’s side, from 
Zohdk, and his Demon army was more numerous than ants, or 
clouds of locusts, covering mountain and plain. Sam thus pro- 
ceeded in his description of the conflict. 

“ And when he heard my voice, and saw what deeds 
1 had perfomied, approaching me, ho threw 
Ills noose ; but downwai*d bending I escaped, 

And with my bow I bhowered upon his head 
Btcel-pointed arrows, piercing through the brain ; 

Then did I grasp his loins, and from his horse 
Cast him upon the ground, deprived of life. 

At this, the demons terrified and pale, 

Shrunk back, some flying to the mountain wilds, 

And others, taken on the battle-field, 

I Became obedient to the Persian king.” 

Mindchihr, gratified by this result of the expedition, ap- 
pointed Sam to a new enterprize, which was to destroy Kabul 
by •fire aud sword, especially the house of Mihrab ; and that 
• ruler, of the sgrpent-mcc, and all his adherents were to be put 
to death. Sam, before lie took leave to return to his own 
government at Zabul, tried to dissuade him from this violent 
exercise of revenge, hut without making any sensible impi*essioii 
upon hitn. • 

Meanwhile the vindictive intentions of Mimichihr, which 
were soon known at Kdbul, produced the gimtcst nlarm and 
consternation in the family of Mihrdb. Zal now returned to 
his father, and S^m Bent a letter to Mimichihr, again to 
deprecate his wrath, and appointed Z^\ the ntessenger. In this 
letter S^m enumerates his services at Karugsdr mi iftazindoriln, 
an^espeoially dwells upon the destruotipu of a' prodigious^ 
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“ T am thy servant, and twice sixty years 
Have seen my prowess. Mounted on my steed, 

Wielding my battle-axe, i?erthrowing heroes, 

Who equals SAm, the warrior? I destroyed 
The mighty monster, whose devouring jaws 
Unpeopleiji half the land, and spread dismay 
From town to town. The world was full of horror, 

No ’Jird w*ia seen in air, no beast of prey 
In plain or forest ; from the stream he drew ' 

The crocodile ; the eagle from the sky. 

The country had no liabltant alive, 

And when I found no human being left, 

I cast away all fear, and girt my loins, 

And in the name of God went boldly forth, 

Arme<l for the strife. I saw him towering rise, 

Huge as a mountain, with his hideous hair 
Dragging upon the ground ; his long black tongue 
Shut up- the path ; his eyes two lakes of blood ; 

And, seeing me, so homblo his roar, 

The earth shook with affright, and from his mouth 
A Hood of poison issued. Like a lion 
Forward I sprang, and in a moment drove 
A diamond-pointed arrow through his tongue. 

Fixing him to the ground. Another went 
Down his deep throat, and dreadfully he writhed. 

A third passed through his middle. Then I raised 
My battle-axe, cow-headed, and with one 
Tremendous blow, dislodged his venomous brain, 

And deluged all around with blood and poison. 

There lay tlic monster dead, and soon the world 
Regained its peace and comfort. Now I’m old, 

The vigour of my youth is past and gone, 

And it becomes me to resign my station, 

To ZAl, my gallant son.’* 

MihrAb continued in such extreme agitation, that in his own 
mind he saw no means of avoiding the threatened desolation of 
his country but by putting his wile and daughter death. 
Slndokht however had a better resource, and suggested the 
expediency of waiting upon SAin herself, to induce him to 
forward her own, views and the nuptials between ZAl and 
RiidAbeh,^ To this MihrAb assented, and she proceeded, 
mounted on a richly , caparisoned horse, to ZAbul with most 
magnifioen*fc presents, consisting of three hundred thousand 
dinars ; ten horses with golden'i and thirty with silver, housings ; 
sSfer riohlyattired damsels, carrying golden tanys of jewels and 
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musk, and camphor, and wine, and sugar ; forty pieces of 
figured clotli ; a hundred milcii camels, and a hundred others 
for burthen ; two liundred Indian Bwords,#a golden crown and 
tlironet and four elephants. Sam was amazed and embarrassed 
by the arrival of this splendid array. If* he accepted the 
Ijresonts, ht; would incur the anger of MiniichihJ ; and if he 
rejected them, Ziil would be disappointed and driven to despair. 
He at length accepted them, and concuiTcd in the wishes of 
Sfndokht respecting the union of the two lovers. 

• When Zdl arrived at the court of Mimichihr, he was received 
with honour, and the letter of Sam being read, the king was 
])rcvailed upon to consent to the pacific proposals that were 
made in favour of Mihrab, and tlie nuptials. He too con- 
sulted his astrologers, and was informed that the offspring of 
Zill and Riidabeh would be a hero of matchless strength and 
valour. Zal, on his return through Kdbul, had an inti^rview 
with Hiiddbch, who Avelcomed him in the most rapturous 
tc'vins : — 

Be thou for ever blest, for I adore thee, 

, And make the dust of thy fair feet my pillow. 

In short, with the approbation of all parties the marriage at 
length took place, and was celebrated at the beautiful summer- 
•liousc where first the lovers met. Silin Avas present at Kabul 
on the happy occasion, and soon afterwards returned to Slstan, 
]3rcparatoiy to resuming his martial labours in Karugsiir and 
Mazinderdn. 

•As ilte time drew near that Eiiddbeh should .become- a 
mother, she suffered extremely from constant indisposition, and 
both ZjU and Sfndokht were in the deepest distress on account 
of her precarious state. 

The cypress leaf was withering ; pale she lay, 

Unsoothed by rest or sleep, death seemed ai{»proaching. 

At last Zdl recollected the feather of the Slmurgh, and 
followed the instructions which he had received, by pladn^ 
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on the fire. In a moment darkness sunmmtlecl them, 'which 
was, however, immediately dispeg*sed by the sudden appeai-aiicc 
of the Simurgh. “IVliy,” said the Siinurgh, “do I see all this 
grief and sorrow ? Why arc the tear-drops in the warrior’s 
eyes ? A child wfll ])e bom of mighty power, who will become 

tlie wonder of the world.” 

• • 

The Simurgh then gave some advice which \vas implicitly/ 
attended to, and the result was that Rudabeh Avas bo(ju out of 
danger. Never was beheld so prodigious a child. The father 
and mother were equally amazed. They called the boy Itnstcujr. 
On the first day he looked a year old, and ho required tlic milk 
of ten nurses. A likeness of him was immediately worked in 
silk, representing him upon a horse, and armed like a Avarrior, 
'which was sent to Sam, Avho Avas then fighting in Maziiiderdn, 
and it made the old champion almost delirious Avitli joy. At 
Kiibuf and Zilbul there was nothing but feasting and rejoicing, 
as soon as the tidings Avei'e knoAvn, and thousands of dinars 
were given aivay in charity to the poor. When Rustem was 
five years of age, he ate as much as a man, and some say that 
even in his third year he rode on horseback. In his eighth 
year he was as poAVcrful as any hero of the time. 

In beauty of fonn and in vigour of limb,* 

No mortal was ever seen equal to him. 


* In the heroic ages of Persia, as in the early ixiriods of^very nation, feats 
of personal activity and muscular strcngtJi, constituted the most prominent 
features of a Champion, and accordingly Firdausi lias thought it necessary to 
give his hero extraordinaiy size and gigantic breadth of limb. Hercules had 
almost completed his eighth month licforc ho strangled tho serpents which 
Juno had sent to devour him ; but Eastern, wJicn £f day old, was llt« a child 
of twelve months. When three years old he* was fond of warlike pursuits and 
rode on horseback, and when ten, there ivas not a man in that country who 
could contend Avith him in battle. In wrestling, and other violent exercises, 
Jhe was unequalled. Firdausi has thus, with a view of making him great, 
made him a prodigy. Ilut Homer is not guiltless of similar cxtravagiince, for 
he says of the giants Otus and Ephialtos : 

Tho wondrous youths ha*! scarce nine winters told 
A\^eif liigli in air, tremendous to behold, 

Nine ells aloft they reared their towering head, 

And full nine cuhits bn«wl their shoulders spread ; 

Proud of their strength, and more than mortal size, 

The gods they challenge, and alfect the skies. 

, Odtssxy, xi. 810 . Porx. 
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Both Slim and Mihvdb, though fer distant from the scene of 
felicity, were equally anxious to^procecd to Zilbulistdn to behold 
their wondciful grandson. Both set off, but Milu’ilb arrived 
first with great pomp, and a whole army for his suite, and went 
forth with Zal to meet Sara, and give him an honourable 
welcome. The boy Rustem was mounted on 'an elephant, 
^^earing a splendid crown, and wanted to join them, but his 
father kindly prevented him undergoing the inconvenience 
of alighting. ZiU and Mihnlb dismounted as soon as Sam 
w’as seen at a distance, and performed tlic ceremonies of an 
affectionate rcce2)tion. Sfim was indeed amazed when he did 
see the boy, and showered blessings on his head. 

Afterwards Sam placed Mihnib on his right hand, and Zal on 
his left, and Rustem before him, and began to converse with 
his grandson, who thus manifested to him his martial dis- 
position. * 

“ Thou art the champion of the world, and I 
The branch of that fair tree of which thou art 
The glorious root : to thee I am devoted, 

> But ease and leisure have no charms for me ; 

Nor music, nor the songs of festive joy. 

Mounted and armed, a helmet on my brow, 

A javelin in my grasp, 1 long to meet 

The foe, and cast his severed head before thee.” 


Then Sdm ftiade a royal feast, and every apartment in his 
palace was richly decorated, and resounded with mirth and 
rejoicing. Mihnib was the merriest, and drank the most, and 
in his qips saw notlpng but himself, so vain had he become 
from the countenance he had received. He kept saying : — 

Now f fed no alaim about Sdm or Zdl-zer, • 

Nor the sjdendour and power of the great*Mini'ichihr ; 

Whilst aided by Rustem, his swoid, and his macc, 

Not a cloud of misfortuno can shadow my face. 

All the law8<6f Zohdk I will quickly rcstoiB, 

And the ^orld shall be fragrant and blest as before.*’ 


This exultation plainly betrayed the disposition of his race : 
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and though Sto smiled at the extravagance of MihrAh, he 
looked up towards Heaven, and prayed that Kustein might lu.t 
prove a tyrant, bui; be continually active in doing good, and 
humble before God. * 

Upon Siim departing, on his return to Karugsar and Mtlzin- 
der^n, ZjU i^ent with Rustem to Sistaii, a provinge dependent 
on his government, and settled him there. The white elephant, 
belonging to Miniichilir, was kept at Sistan. One night 
Rustem was awakened out of his sleep by a great noise, and 
cries of distress, when starting up and inquiring the cause, he 
was told that the white elephant had got loose, and was tramp- 
ling and crushing the people to death. In a moment he 
issued from his apartment, brandisliing his mace ; but was 
soon stopped by the servants, who were anxious to expostulate 
with him against venturing out in the darkness of night to 
encounter a ferocious elephant. Impatient at being thus 
interrupted he knocked down one of the watchmen, who fell 
dead at his feet, and the others running away, he broke ‘the 
lock of the gate, and escaped. He immediately opposed 
himself to the enormous animal, which looked like a mountain, 
and kept roaring like the river Nil. Regarding him with a 
cautious and steady eye, he gave a loud shout, and fearlessly 
struck him a blow, with such strength and vigour, that the 
iron mace was bent almost double. The elephant trembled^ 
and soon fell exhausted and lifeless in the dust. When it was 
communicated to Z^l that Rustem had killed the animal with 
one blow, he was amazed, and fervently returned thanks to 
heaven. He called him to him, and kissed him, ai^ said : 

My darling boy, thou art indeed unequalled in valour and 
magnanipaity.” 

Then it occurred to Zdl that Rustem, after such an achieve- 
ment, would be a proper person to take vengeance on the 
enemies of his gsandfather Ndrlrad^n, who was sent by Feridiin 
with a lisrge army against an enchanted fort situated upon the 
mountain* Sipund, and who whilst endeavouring to effect his 
"Object, wa^r killed by a piece of rock thrown down from above 
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l)y the besieged. The fort,* which was many miles high, 
inclosed beautiful lawns of the freshest verdure, and-delightful 
gardens abounding with fruit and flowers ;,it was also full of 
treasure.* Siiin, on hearing of the fate of his father, wasdeepfy 
afflicted, and in a short time proceeded against fhe fort himself ; 
but he was ^uiTounded by a trackless desert. H# knew not 
what course to pursue ; not a being was ever seen to enter or 
come out the gates, and, aflicr spending months and years 
in fruitless endeavours, he was compelled to retire from the 
appalling enterprize in despair. ‘‘ Now,” said Ziil to Rustem, 
“ the time is come, and the remedy is at hand ; thou art yet 
unknown, and may easily accomplish our purpose.” Rustem 
agreed to the proposed adventure, and according to his father’s 
advice, assumed the dress and character of a salt-merchant, 
prepared a caravan of camels, and secreted arms for himself 
and companions among the loads of salt. Every thing being 
ready they set off, and it w^as not long before they reached the 
fort X)n the mountain Sipund. Salt being a precious ai-ticle, and 
much wanted, as soon as the garrison knew that it was for sale, 
the gates were opened ; and then was Rustem seen, together 
with his warriors, surrounded by men, women, and children, 
anxiously making their purchases, some giving clothes in 
exchdhge, some gold, and some silver, without fear or suspicion. 
• 

But whcnVhe night came on, and it was dark, 

Bustem impatient drew his warriors forth, 

And moved towards the mansion of the chief— 

But not unheard. The unaccustomed noise, 

Announcing warlike menace and attack, 

AHroke the Kotwil, who sprung up to meet 
The peril threatened by the invading foe. 

Bustem meanwhile uplifts his ponderous mace, 

And cleaves his head, and scatters on the ground 


* The fort called Killah Suffeed, lies about seventy-six miles north-west of 
the city of Shiraz. It is of an oblong form, and enclosei|,a level space at the 
top of the mountain, which is covered with delightful verdare, and watered 
by numerous springs. The assent is near three miles, and for the last five or 
six hundred yards, the summit is so difficult of approach, that the idightest 
opposition, if well directed, must render it impregnable. 
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The leeking: brains. And now the garrison 
Arc on the alert, all hastening to the spot 
Where battle rages ; midll the deepened gloom 
Flash sparkling swords, which shew the crimson earth 
IJright as the ruby. * 


Riistein continued fighting with the people of the fort all 
night, and,* just as morning dawned, he discove'rcd the chjef 
and slew him. Those who survived, then esedped, and not one 
of the inhabitants remained within the walls alive. Rustem’s 
next object was to enter the governor’s mansion. It was built 
of stone, and the gate, which was made of iron, he burst open 
with life battle-axe, and advancing onward, he discovered a 
temple, constructed with infinite skill and science, beyond the 
power of mortal man, and which contained amazing wealth, in 
jewels and gold. All the warriors gathered for themselves as 
mudh tmasure as they could carry away, and more than 
imagination can conceive ; and Rustem wrote to Zal to know 
his further commands on the subject of the capture. . Zal, 
overjoyed at the result of the enterprise, replied : 

Thou hast illumed the soul of Nariman, 

Now in the blissful bowers of Paradise, 

By punishing his foes with fire and swinxl. 


He then recommended him to load all the camels with as much 
of the invaluable property as could be removed, and bring it 
away, and then bum and destroy the whole place, leaving not 
a single vestige ; and the command having been strictly com- 
plied with, Rustem retraced his steps tc^Ziibulistilii. 

On his return Zdl pressed him to his heart, 

And paid him public honours, Tlic fond mother 
Kissed and embraced her darling son, and all 
Uniting, showered their blessings on his head. 
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DEATH OP MINtrCHiHR. 

Miinichihv we now muBt turn again, 

And mark the close of his illustrious reign. 

^Tho king 'had flourished one hundred and tw^enty years, 
when now the f’strologers ascertained that the period of his 
departure from this life was at hand. 


They told him of that day of bitterness, 

Which would obscure the splendour of his throne ; 

And Slid — “ The time appi*oaches, thou must go, 
Doubtless to Heaven. Think what thou hast to do ; 
And be it done before the damp cold earth 
Inshrine thy body. Let not sudden death 
Overtake thee, eve thou art prepared to die 1 ” 

Warned by the wise, he called his courtiers round him, 
And thus he counselled Nauder : — “ 0, my son I 
Fix not thy heart upon a regal crown. 

For this vain world is fleeting as the wind ; 

The pain and sorrows of twice sixty years 
Have 1 endured, though happiness and joy 
itavc also been my portion. I have fought 
Iii many a battle, vanquished many a foe ; 

By Fcrkliin’s commands I girt my loins, 

And his advice has ever been my guide. 

1 hulled just vengeance on the tyrant-brothers 
Selim and Tur, who slew the gentle Irij ; 

And cities Iiavc i built, and ina«.i‘j the tree 
Which yieWed poison, teem with wholesome fruit. 

And now to thee the kingdom I resign, 

That kingdom which belonged to Feriddn, 

And thou wilt be the sovereign of the world 1 
But turn not from the worship of thy God, 

'J|jliat sacred woi’s^ip Moses taught, the be.st 
Of all the prophets ; turn not from the path 
Of purest holiness, thy father’s choice. 

“ My son, events of peril are before theo ; 

Thy enemy will come in fiei’cc array, 

From the wild mountains of TiirAu, the son • 

Of Poshang, the invader. In that hour 
Of danger, seek the aid of Sdm and Zdl, 

And tlmt •young branch just blossoming ; Tdf&m 
Will then have no safe buckler- of defence. 

None to protect it from their conquering arms.” 

Thus spoke the sire prophetic to his son, 

And both were moved to tears. Again the king ' 
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Bcsamed bis warning voice : Nauder, I charge thco 
Place not thy trust upon a world like this,* 

Where nothing fixed remafhs. The caravan 
Goes to anotlier city, one to-day, 

The next, to-morrow, each observes its turn 
And time rfippointcd — ^miiio lias come at last, 

And I must travel on the destined road.” 

At the period Mimichihr uttered this exhortation, he wiis 
entirely free from indisposition, but he shortly a^ter^v^y*ds closed 
his eyes in death. 


NAUDER. 

Upon the demise of Miniichihr, Nauder ascended the throne, 
and commenced his reign in the most promising manner ; but 
before two months had passed, he neglected the counsels of his 
father, and betrayed the despotic character of his heart. To 
such an extreme did he caiTy his oppression, that to escape 


* The Persian poets, and particularly Firdausi, are eminently ilistinguisli^d 
for their apposite and striking reflections on fate and ihn the instability of 
worldly grandeur. The i)ortion of the Shfih Ndnieh which conttiins the history 
of Jemshld, abounds in beautiful and philosophical observations, conveyed in 
all the enchanting sweetness of harmonious versification. The declension of 
Jemshid’s glory, occasioned by his inix)ious ambition to rival the Deity, and 
ills subsequent wanderings, afforded a rich subject for our pemdiar 

vein. Sddi is also peculiarly successful in the same moral spirit. “ When the 
pure and spotleas soul is about to deimrt, of Avhat imx)ortance is it whether 
we expire. upon a throne or upon the bare ground 1 ” 

Thus Horace : 

Pallida mors sequo pulsat peclo pauperum tabernas, 

Begumquc turres. I. On. iv. 13. 


And Young : 

Wliat ihoueh we Avade in wealth or soar in fame I 
Earth's hipest station ends in 7iere he lies I 
And dust to dust concludes her noblest song. 
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from his violence, the people were induced to solicit other 
princes to coined nnd take possession of the cinpirc. The 
comtiers laboured under the greatest embarrassment, their 
monarcTi being solely occupied in extorting ^money from 'his 
subjects, and amassing wealth for his own cofiers. Nauder 
was not long in pei'ceiving the dissatisfaction thaf' imiversally 
prevailed, and, anticipating, not only an immediate revolt, but 
an invading afiny, solicited, according to liis hither’s advice, 
the assistance of S;ini, then at Mazinderan. The complaints of 
life peo]»le, liowevcr, reached Sam before the arrival of the 
messenger, and when lie I'cceivcd the letter, he was greatly 
distressed on account of the extreme severity exercised by the 
neiv king. The champion, in consequence, proceeded forth- 
with from Mi'izinderan to Persia, and when he entered the 
(nipital, he wtis joyously ^Yelcomcd, and at once entreated by 
the people to take the sovereignty upon himself. It was said 
of Nauder ; 

The p:loom of lyraTiiiy lias liid 

Tli(^ light his fathcT’s counsel gave ; 

The ho]K! of life is lost amid 
The desolation of the gi’avc. 

The world is withering in liis thrall, 

Exhausted by his iron sway ; 

J)() thou ascend tlie throne, and all 
JJ’ill cheerfully thy will obey. 

But Sdm said, “No; I should then be ungrateful to Minuchihr, 
a traicor, and deservedly ofiensive in tlie eyes of God. Nauder 
is the kwfg, and I ani^ bound to do him service, although lie 
has deplorably departed from the advice of his father.” He 
then soothed the. alarm and invitation of the chiefs., and en- 
gaging to be a mediator upon the unhappy occasion, brought 
them to a more pacific tone of thinking. After this he imine- 
dintely repaired to Nauder, who received him with great favouir 
and kindness. “0 king,” said he, “only keep Feridiin^in 
remembrance, and govern the empire in such a manner that 
thy name may be honoured by thy subjects; for, be well 
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assured, that he who has a jusfe estimate of the world, will 
never loolt upon it as his place of rest. It is but an inn, 
where all travelleup meet on their way to eternity, but must 
not remain. The wise consider those who fix their affections 

on this life, as utterly devoid of reason and reflection : 

# 

riedlfeure, and pomp, and wealth may be obtaint^l — 

And every want luxuriously supplied : 

But suddenly, without a moment’s warning, • ^ 

Heath comes, and hurls the monarch from his throne, 

His crown and sceptre scattering in the dust. 

Ho who is satisfied with earthly joys, 

( J.'in never know the blessedness of Ilcavon ; 

• 1 lis soul must still be dark. Why do the f^ood 
Suffer in this world, but to be prcpai’cd 
For future rest and happiness ? 'Ihe name 
Of Fcridiin is honoured among men, 

Whilst c;^.:%iS load the memory of ZohAk,” 

✓ 

'fhis intercession of Sdm produced an entire change in the 
government of Nauder, who promised, in future, to rule his 
people according to the principles of Ilusheug, and Feridiin, 
and Miniichihr. The chiefs and captains of the army were, 
in consequence, contented, and the kingdom reunited itself 
under his sway. 

In the mean time, however, the news of the death of 
Minuchihr, together with Nauder’s injustice and severity, and 
tlie disaffection of his people, had reached ^Turiln, of which 
country Poshang, a descendant from Tur, was then the sovereign. 
Poshang, who had been unable to make a single successful 
hostile movement during the life of Minuchihr, at once con- 
ceived this to he a fit opportunity of taking revenge for* the 
blood of Selim and Tiir, and every appearance seeming to be 
in his favour, he called before him his heroic son Afnisiy^b, 
and explained to him his purpose and views. It was not diffi- 
cult to inspire the youthful mind of Afrdsiydb with the senti- 
ments he hinjsoif cherished, and a large army was immediately 
\^l«pted to take the field against Nauder. Poshang was proud 
or tnC chivalrous spirit and promptitude displayed by his son, 
^0 is said to have been as strong as a lion, or an elephant," and ^ 
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whose shadow extended miles. Ilis tongue was like a bright 
sword, and his heart os bounteous os the ocean, and his hands 
like the clouds when rain falls to gladdeijt the thirsty earth. 
Aghrlrds, the brotlicr of Afrasiyab, however, was not so pre- 
cipitate. He cautioned his father to be prudent, for though 
Persia could no longer ])oast of tlie presence of 'Mimichihr, 
still the great warrior 8am, and Kiirun, and Garshilsp, were 
living, aijd l^oshang had only to look at the result of the wars 
in which Selim and Tur were involved, to be con vinced that 
the existing conjuncture required mature deliberation. “It 
would be better,” said he, “not to begin the contest at all, 
than to bring ruin and desolation on our own country.” 
Poshang, on the contrary, thought the time pcculiai’ly fit and 
inviting, and contended tliat, as Minuchihr,^of»k vengeance for 
the blood of his grandfather, so ought Afrasiyil'b to take ven- 
geance for bis. “ The grandson,” he siiid, “ w'lio refuses L do 
this act of justice, is uiiworbliy of his hnnily. There is nothing 
to tipprehend from tlic clforls of Nauder, who is an inex- 
perienced youth, nor fi om the valour of liis w aiTiors. Afrilsiyab 
is bravo and pouorful in war, and thou must accompany him 
and sliare the glory.” After tliis no further observation was 
offered, and the martial projiarations were completed. 


afrIsiyAb MAllCHES AGAINST NAUDER. 

The brazen drums on the elephants were souiide'd as the 
signal of departure, and the army proceeded rapidly to its 
destination, overshado^ving the earth in its progress. Afr;isiyab 
had penetrated as far as the Jihdn before Naud^ was aware of 
his approach. Upon receiving this intelligence of the activity 
of 'the enemy, the warriors of the Persian army immediately 
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moved in that direction, and on their arrival at T)ehsfcd.ii, pre- 
pared for battle. • 

Afrilsiyab despatched thirty thousand of his troops under the 
confmand of Shimasas and Khazervan to Ziibulistan, 'to act 
against Z&\, having heard on his inarch of the death of the 
illustrious and advanced himself upon Dehstijn with four 
hundred thousand soldiers, covering the ground^ like swarms of 
ants and locusts. He soon discovered that Nauder’s forces did 
not exceed one hundred and forty thousand men, and wrote to 
Poshang, his father, in high spirits, especially on account of net 
having tp contend against Sdm, the warrior, and informed him 
that he had detached Shimasas against Zabulistiln. When the 
armies had approached to within two leagues of each other, 
Bilrmdn, one of Tiirdnian chiefs, offered to challenge any one 
of thg enemy to'single combat : but Aghriras objected to it, not 
wishing that so valuable a hero should run the hazard of dis- 
comfiture. At this Afrilsiyilb was very indignant, and directed 
Biirmdii to follow the bent of his own inclinations. 


’Tis not for us to shrink from Persian foe, 

Put on thy armour, and prepare thy bow,” 

Accordingly the challenge was given. Kdrun looked rqjmd, 
and the only person who answered the call was the aged Kobad, 
his brother. Kiirun and Kobdd w’ere both sorA of Kslvah, the 
blacksmith, and both leaders in the Persian army. No per- 
suasion could restrain Kobild from the unequal conflict. lie 
resisted all the entreaties of Kiirun, who^said to him,— 

0, should thy hoary locks be stained with blood, 

Thy legions will be overwhelmed with grief, 

’ And, in despair, decline the coming battle,” 

But what was the reply of brave Kobdd ? 

** Brother, this body, this frail tenement, 

Belongs to death. No living man has ever 
•Qone^up to Heaven — ^for dll arc doomed to die, — 

^me by the sWoid, the dag^r, or the spear, 

•And some, devoured by roaring beasts of prey ; 

Borne peacefully upon their beds, and others 
Bjhatched suddenly froiU life, endure the lot 
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Ordained by the Creator. If T perish, 

Does not my brother live, my noble brother, 

'J’o bury me beneath a \yariior*s tomb, 

And bless my memory ? ” 

Saying this, he nished foi'ward, and the two warriors met in 
desperate conflict. The struggle lasted all day ; aj last Barmiln 
.threw a stone at his antagonist with such force, that Kobiid in 
receivii\g the‘\)low fell lifeless from his horse. When Kanin 
saw that his brother was slain, he brought forward his whole 
army to be revenged upon the enemy for the death of Kobiid. 
Afrasiyab himself advanced to the charge, and the encounter 
was dreadful. The soldiei-s who fell among the Tiiranians 
could not be numbered, but the Persians lost fifty thousand 
men. 

Loud neighed the steeds, and their resounding hoofs, 

•Shook the deep caverns of the earth ; the dust 
Eo^e up in clouds and hid the azure heavens — 

, Eright beamed the swords, Jind in that carnaeo wide, 
lUood flowed like water. Night alone divided 
The hostile avuiies. 

When the battle ceased Kdriin fell back upon Dehstiin, and 
communicated his misfortune to Nauder, who lamented the 
loss of Kobad, even more than that of kSuiu. In the morning 
» Kdrun again |jOok the field against A frasiyilb, and the conflict 
was again terrible. Nauder boldly opposed himself to the 
enemy, and singling out Afrfisiyab, tlie two heroes fought ivith 
great bravery till night again put an end to the engagement. 
The Persian army had suffered most, and Nauder retired to *his 
tent disappointed, fatigued, and sorrowful. He then called to 
mind the words of Miniichihr, and called for his two sons, Tiis 
and Gustahem. With melancholy forebodii^s he directed them 
to return to Iran, with his shubistan, or domestic establishment, 
nd take refuge on the mountain AllDei'z, in {;he hope that some 
of the race of Feridiin might survive the geWal ruin which 
Lcd to be approaching. 

he armies rested two days. On the third the rev6r- 
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berating noise of drums and trumpets announced the recom- 
mencement 6f the battle. On ^he Persian side Shahpiir had 
been appointed in ,the room of Kobiid, and Bariuiin and 
Sliiwaz led the right and left of the Turanians under Afrftsiyab. 

Frc^ dawn to sun-set, mountain, plain, and stream, 

WcK hid from view : the earth, beneath the tread 
Of myriads, j^roaned ; and when the javelins cast 
Long shadows on the plain at even tide, *• 

The Tartar host had won the victory ; 

And many a Persian chief fell on that day : — 

Shahptir himself was slain. 

When Nauder and Kiirun saw the unfortunate result of the 
battle, they again fell back upon Dehstan, and secured them- 
selves in the fort. Afrdsiyab in the mean time dispatched 
Karuklidn to Irilti, through the desert, with a body of horse- 
men, *for the purpose of intercepting and capturing the 
shubistan of Nauder. As soon as Karun heard of this 
expedition he was all on fire, and proposed to pursue the 
squadron under Kanikhan, and frustrate at once the object 
which the enemy had in view ; and though Nauder was un- 
favourable to this moveme’^t, Kiirun, supported by several of 
the chiefs and a strong volunteer force, set off at midnight, 
without permission, on this important enterprize. It was "not 
long before they reached the Duz-i-Suped, or^ white fort, of* 
which Gustahem was the governor, and falling in'" ifch Btirmdn, 
who was also pushing forward to Persia, Kdrur m revenge for 
his brother Kobad, sought him out, and dar a him to single 
combat. He threw his javelin with such might, 4}tat his 
antagonist was driven furiously from his horac ; and then, 
dismounting, he cut off his head, and hung it at his saddle- 
bow. After this te attacked and defeated the Tartar troops, 
and continued his march towards Iran. 

Nauder having^found that Karun had departed, immediately 
followed, and A^rdsiydb was not long in pursuing him. The 
Turanians* at length came up with Nauder, and attacked him 
great vigour. The unfortunate king, unable to parry the 
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onset, fell into the hands of his enemies, together with upwards 
of one thousand of his famous „waiTiois. 

T.oiig fought they, Nauder and the Tartar-chief, 

And the thick dust which rose from oithc,'* host,. 

J)arkened the rolling Heavens. AfrAsiydb 
.Sijizcd by the girdle-belt the Persian king, 

Artd furious, dragged him from his foaming hoisc. 

'Wilh jjjim a thousand warriors, high in name, 

^ Were •taken on the field ; and every legion, 

‘ ('apliircd whilst flying from the victor’s brand. 

• ISuch are the freaks of Fortune : friend and foe 
Alternate wear the crown. The world itself 
Is an ingenious juggler — every moment 
Playing some novel trick ; exalting one 
In ])omp and splendour, crushing down another. 

As if in sport, — ^and death the end of all I 


After the achievement of this victory AMsiytib directed 
that Kdrun should be fiursued and attacked wherever he might 
be found ; but when he heard that he had hurried on for the 
protection of the shubistan, and had conquered and slain 
Biirmdn, he gnawed his hands with rage. The reign of 
Nauder lasted only seven years. After him Afrilsiydb was the 
master of Persia. 


afrAsiyAB. 

It has alreadj BeAi said that Shimasds ai^i Khazerrdn were 
sent bj Afriisijilb with thirty thousand men against EAbol and 
Zdbnl, and when Zil heard of this movement he forthwith 
united with Mihrslb the chief of Edbnl, and halving first 
collected a large army in Slstdn, had a confilict with the two 
Tartar genends. 
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Z&l promptly donned himself in war attire, 

And, mounted like a hero, 4^0 the field 
Hastened, his soldiers frowning on their steeds. 

Now Khazcrvdn grasps his huge battle-axe. 

And, his broad shield extending, at one blow 
Shivers th« mail of Zal, who calls aloud 
As, like a lion, to the tight he springs, 

Arirtfed with his father’s mace. Stei'nly he looks ^ 

And with the fury of a dragon, iliives 
The weapon through his adversary’s head, •• 
Staining the ground with streaks of blood, resembling 
The waving stripes upon a tiger’s back. 


At this time Rustem was confined at home with the small 
pox. Upon the death of Khazervaii, Sliimasas thirsted to bo 
revenged ; but when Zal meeting him raised his mace, aud 
began to close, the chief became alarmed and turned back, and 
all his squadrons -fidlowed his examplej 

A 

Fled Shiinasds, and all his fighting train, 

Like Iicrds by tempests scattered o’er tlic plain. 


Zill set off in pursuit, and slew a great number of the 
* enemy ; but when Afrasiyab was made acquainted with this 
defeat, he immediately released Nauder from his fetters, and in 
his rage instantly deprived him of life. 

He struck him and so deadly was the blow, 

Breath left the body in a moment’s space, r 

After this, Afrd-siyib turned his views towards Tiis aud 
Gustahem in the hope of getting them into his hands ; but as 
soon as they received intimation of his object, the two l5K)thei*s 
retired from IrAn, and went to Sistiin to live under the pro- 
tection of Zell. The champion received them .with due respect 
and honour. Kariam also went^ with all the warriors and 
people who had been supported by Nauder, and co-operated 
with ZslI, who ^encouraged them with the hopes of future 
success. Zdl, however, considered that both Tds and Gustahem 
were still Of a tender age — that a monarch of extraordinary 
wisdom and bnergy was required to^ oppose AfrilsiyAb— that ho 
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himself was not of the blood of the Kals, nor fit for the duties 
of sovereignty, and, therefore, ne turned his thoughts towards 
Aghriras, the younger brotlier of Afrjlsiyab, distinguished as 
he was for his valour, prudence, and humanity, and to whom 
Poshang, his fathei*, had given the government of Ral. To 
him Zal sent an envoy, saying, that if he wouljfi proceed to 
fiistilii, he shoujd be supplied with ample resources to place him 
on the •thronb of Persia ; that by the co-operation of ZjU 
and all his warriors the conquest would be easy, and that 
there would be no difficulty in destroying the power of 
Afrasiyjlb. Aghriras accepted the offer, and immediately pro- 
ceeded from his kingdom of Ral towards Slstan. On his 
arrival at Babel, Afrasiyjtb heard of his ambitious plans, and 
lost no time in assembling his army and marching to arrest the 
progress of his brother. Aghriras, unable to sustain a battle, 
had recourse to negociation and a conference, in w'hich 
Afrdsiydb said to him, What rebellious conduct is this, of 
which thou art guilty ? Is not the country of Ral sufficient 
for thee, that thou art thus aspiring to be a great king ? ” 
Aghriras replied : Why reproach and insult me thus ? Art 
thou not ashamed to accuse another of rebellious conduct ? 

Shame might have held thy tongue ; reprove not me 
In bitterness ; God did not give thee power 
To injure man, and surely not thy kin,” 

AfrAsiyAb, enraged at this reproof, 
llcplied by a foul deed — he grasped his sword, 

And with remorseless fury dew his brother I 

• • • • 

When intelligence of this cruel catastrophe came to ZAl’s 
ears, ho exclaimed : “ Now indeed has the empire of AfrAsiyAb 
arrived at its crisis : 

Yes, yes, the tyrant’s throne is tottering now, ‘ 

And past is all his glory.” 

Then Zjil bound his loins in hostility against Afnisiysib, and 
gathering together all his warriors, resolved upon 
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revenge for the death of Nauder, and expelling the tyrant from 
Persia. Neither Tiis nor Guatahem being yet capable of 
sustaining the cares pnd duties of the throne, his anxiety was 
to obtain the assistance of some one of the race of Feridrin. 

The^e youths were for imperial rule unlit : 

A king of royal lineage and worth 
The state required, and none could he remember 
Save Tahmasp's son, descended from the blood 
Of Feridiin. 


ZAU. 

At the time when Selim and Tiir were killed, Tahmasp, the 
son of Selim, fled from the country and took refuge in an 
island, where he died, and left a son named Zau. Zdl sent 
Kilrun, the son of Kdvah, attended by a proper escort, with 
overtures’ to Zau, who readily complied, and was under favour- 
able circumstances seated upon the throne : 


Speedily, in arms, 

He led his troops to Persia, fought, and won 
A kingdom, by his power and bravery — 

And happy was the day when princely Zau 
Was placed upon that throne of sovereignty ; 

All breathed their prayers upon his future reign, 
And o’er his head (the customary ritC^ 

Shower’d gold and jewels. 


When he had sjibdued the countiy, he turned his arms 
against Afrdsiyd,b, who in consequence of losing the co-operation 
of the Persians, ^d not being in a state to encounter a 
superior forbe, tSought it prudent to retreat, and return to his 
fether. The reign of Zau lasted five years, after which he 
and was succeeded by his sou Garshsisp. 

a 
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garshAsp. 

Giirslulsp, wliilsfc iu liis minority, being unacquainted ^viLll 
the aflairs of government, abided in all things by the judgment 
and counsels of Zal. AVhen Afrilsiyab arrived Al Tiiran, bis 
•father was in great distress and anger on account of the in- 
human murder of Aghriras ; and so exceedingly did he grieve, 
that he would not endure l\is presence. 


And when AfrAsiyAb returned, his sire, 

Posh fill", in grief, refused to see his face. 

To liim the day of hnppiiioss and joy 

Had been obscured by the dark clouds of night ; 

And thus he said : “Why didst thou, why didst thou 
In }»ower supreme, without pretence of guilt. 

With thy own hand his precious life destroy ? 

Why hast thou shed thy innocent brother’s blood ? 

Jfj tliis life thou art nothing now to me ; 

Away, I must not see thy face again.” 


. Afrasiyab continued ofTensivo and dcs])icablo in the mind of 
his father till lie heard ^tliat Garshdsp was unequal to rule over 
Persia, and then thinking he could turn the warlike' spirit of 
Afnisiyab to advantage, he forgave the crime of his son. lie 
fortliwith collected an immense army, and sent him again to 
•elfect the concjiicst of Inin, under the pretext of avenging the 
death of Selim and Tiir. 


Afnisiyab a mighty array raised. 

And })jissing plain and river, mountain liigh, 
* And dcsert*wild. filled all the Persian realm 
With constcniatiflftj universal dread. 


The chief authorities country applied to Zsll as their 
only remedy against the invasion of Afrasiyflb, 

They said to ZAl, How easy is the task ^ c , 

For thee to gi’asp the world — then, since thou cai^t 
Afford us succour, yield the blessing now ; 

For, lo I the King Afrdsiydb has come, ^ . j 

In all his power and OTjerwhelmiiig *tiight,f* . 

• . ,.on 
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Zdl replied that he had on this occasion appointed Rustem 
to command the army, and to djppose the invasion of Afnlsiyiib. 

And thus the warrior Zdl to Rustem spoke — 

“ Strong a% an elephant thou art, my son, 

Surpassing thy companions, and I now 
Foreivarn thee that a diflicult emprize, 

Hostile to case or sleep, demands tliy care. 

Tis true, of battles thou canst nothing know, , 

15ut what am J to do ? This is no lime • 

For banquetting. and yet thy lips still breathe 
The scent of milk, a proof of infancy ; 

Thy heart pants after gladness and the sweet 
Endearments of domestic life ; can 1 
Xlicn send thee to the war to cope with heroes 
Burning with wrath and vengeance ? ” Rustem said, — 

“ Mistake me not, I have no wish, not 1, 

For soft endearments, nor domestic life. 

Nor home-felt joys. This chest, these nervous limbs, 

Denote far other objects of pursuit, 

Than a luxurious life of case and pleasure.’* 

Zdl having taken great pains in the instruction of Rustem 
in warlike exercises, and the rules of battle, found infinite 
aptitude in the hoy, and his activity and skill seemed to he 
superior to his own. He thanked (lod for the comfort it gave 
him, and was glad. Then Rustem asked liis father for a 
suitable mace ; and seeing the liuge wcai)on wliich was hjrne 
by the great. Sam, he took it up, and it answered his purpose 

exactly. » * 

When the young hero saw the mace of Sam 
He smiled witli pleasure, and his heart rejoiced ; 

And paying homage to his father Zdl, 

The champion of the age, asked for a steed 

. Of cojTCsponding power, that hp npght use 

That famous club with added force and vigour. 

Zdl shev®<l 8.11 the horses in his possession, and Rustem 
tried many, hut found not one of sufficient strength to suit 
him. At last his eyes fell upon a mare followed by a foal of 
great promise, l^tyity, and strength,. 

Seeing that foal, whoso bright and glossy skin 
• Was £i,ppled o*er, like blossoms of the rose 
Upon a saffron lawn, Rustem prepared 
His noose, and held it ready in his hand, 
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The gi’oom recommended him to secui'e, the foal, as it was 
the offspring of Abresh, bom erf a Diw, or Demon, and called 
Rakush. The dam had killed several persons who attempted 
to seize her young one. 

Now Rusiem flings the noose, and suddenly * 

Rifkush secures. Meanwhile the furious mare • 

Attack^? him, eager with her pointed teeth 
To crush his brain — ^but, stunned by his loud cry, 

* She stoi)s in wonder. Then with clenchrd hand 
He smiles her on the head and neck, and down 
iShc tumbles, struggling in the pangs of death. 


Rakush, however, tliough with the noose round his neck, 
was not so easily subdued ; but kept dragging and pulling 
Rustem, as if by a tether, and it was a considerable time before 
the animal could be reduced to subjection. At last, Rustem 
thanked Heaven that he had obtained the very hoite he 
wanted. 

“ Now am J with my horse prepared to join 
The field of warriors ! ** Thus the hero said, 

And placed tlic saddle on his charger. ZiU 
Behold him with delight, — ^liis withercd heart 
(Bowing with summer freshness. Open then 
He threw his treasury, — hough tlesjs of the past 
Or future — present joy absorbing all 
Jlis faculties, and thrilling every nerve. 

In a short time Z<U sent Rustem with a prodigious army 
against Afrjisiyjib, and tAvo days ailenvards set off himself and 
joined his sou. Afnisiyah said, “ The son is but a boy, and the 
fa’ther ‘fs old ; 1 shall have no difficnlty in recovering the 
empire of Persia.” These observations having reached ZjU, 
he pondered deeply, considering that Garshsisp would not be 
able to contend against Afrjtsiyilb, and that, no other prince of 
the race of Feridun was known to be in existence. However, 
he dispatched people in every quarter to gather information on 
the subject, and at length Kai-kobsld was understood to be 
residing in obscurity on the mountain Alberz, distinguished for 
his wisdom and valour, and his qualifications for tte exercise 
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sovereign power. Zdl tliei^efore recommended Eiistcm to pro- 
ceed to Albcrz, and bring him irom his concealment. 

Thus ZAl to Rustem spoke, ** Go forth, my son, 

And speedily perform this pressing duty, 

'JV) linger would be dangerous. Say to him, 
i The army is prepared — the throne is ready, 

And thou alone, of the KaiaTiian race, 

Deemed fit for sovereign rule.’ ” 

Rustem accordingly mounted Rakusli, and accompanied by a 
powerful force, pursued his Avay towards the mountain AlbciY. ; 
and though the road was infested by the troops of Afrjisiyfib, 
he valiafttly overcame every difficulty that was opposed to his 
progress. On reaching the vicinity of Albcrz, he observed a 
beautiful spot of ground studded with luxuriant trees, and 
watered by glittering rills. There too, sitting upon a throne, 
placid in the shade on the flowery margin of a stream, lie 
saw a young man, surrounded by a company- of friends and 
attendants, and cugaged at a gorgeous entertainment. Rustem, 
when he came near, was hospitably invited to partake of the 
feast ; but this he declined, saying, that he was on an important 
mission to Albcrz, wliich fo’diade the enjoyment of any pleasure 
till his task was accomplished ; in short, that be was in search 
of Kai-kobad : but upon being told that he would there riiccivc 
intelligence of him, he alighted and approached the bank of tli^^ 
strejim where the company was assembled. The young man 
who was seated upon the golden throne took hold of the hand 
, of Rustem, and filling up a goblet with wine, gave another to 
ins guest, and asked him at whose command or suggestion he 
in search of Kai-kobad. Rustem replied, that ho was sent 
his father Zal, and frankly communicated to him the special 
object ffiey had iu view. The young man,’ delighted with the 
information, immediately discovered himself, acknowledged that 
he was Kai-kobgd, and then Rustem respectfully hailed him aa 
the soveifeign*of Persia^ 

The banquet was resumed again— 

* And, hark, the softly warbled strain, 



THE SHlH NXmBH. 


As harp and flute, in union sweet, 

The voices of the singers meet. 

The black-eyed damsels now display 
Their art in many an amorous lay ; 

And now the song is loud and cldiir, 
And speaks of llustcm’s welcome licre. 

“ 'rins is a day. a glorious day, 

That drives ungenial thoughts away ; 
'Pliis is a day to make us glad, 

Since llustein comes for Kai-kobad ; 

QJ lot us ))ass our time in glee. 

And talk of .rcmsldd’s majesty. 

The pomp and glory of his reign. 

And slill the sparkling goblet drain. — 
Come, Saki, fill the winc-cup high, 

And let not even its brim bo dry ; 

For w’ine alone has power to part 
The rust of sorrow from the heart. 
Drink to the king, in merry mood, 

Since fortune smiles, and wine is good ; 
Quaffing red wine is better far 
1 ban shedding blood in strife, or war ; 
Man is but dust, and wliy should he 
Become a fire of enmity ? 

Drink deep, all other cares resign. 

For Avhat can vie with niby wine ? ” 


111 this manlier ran tlie song of tlie revellers. After whicli, 
and being rather incny with ivinc, Kai-kobad told Rustem of 
the ^ream that had induced him to descend fiom his place of 
refhge on Alberz, and to prepare a banquet on the occasion, 
lie dreamt the higlit before that two white fiilcons from Persia 
placed a splendid crown upon his head, and this vision was in- 
terpreted by Rustem as symbolical of his father and himself, 
who at that moment were engaged in investing him witli 
kingly p*ower. The hero then solicited the young sovereign to 
hasten his departure for Persia, and preparations were made 
without delay. They travelled niglit and day, and fell* in with 
several detachments of the enemy, which were easily repulsed 
by the valour of Rustem. The fiercest attack proceeded from 
Keliin, one of Afrasiyab’s warriors, near the confines of Persia, 
who in the encounter used his spear with great dexterity and 
address. 
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But Bnstein with his javelin soon transfixed 
The Jartar knight— who irrthe eyes of all 
Looked like a spitted chicken — down he sunk. 

And all his soldiers fled in wild dismay. 

Then Rustem turned aside, and found a spot 
Where verejant meadows smiled, and streamlets flowed, 
Inviting weary travellers to rest. 

Ther^ they awhile remained — and when tlie sun 
Went^own, and night had darkened all the sky, ' 

The champion joyfully pursued his way, 

And brought the monarch to his father’s lioiisc?. 

— Seven days they sat in council — on the eighth 
Young Kai-kobM was crowned — and placed upon 
The ivory throne in presence of his warriors. 

Who all besought him to commence the war 
-^gainst the Tartar prince, Afrasiydb. 


kai-kobAd. 

Kai-kobild having been raised to the throne at a council of 
the warriors, and advised to oppose the progress of Afrilsiyab, 
immediately assembled his army. Milirab, the ruler of Kiibnl, 
was appointed to one wing, and Giistahein to the other — th(3^ 
centre was given to Karun and Kisliwatl, and Rubtem was placed 
ill front, Zal with Kai-kohad remaining in the rear. The glo- 
rious standard of Kavah streamed upon the breeze. 

On the other side, AfnlsiyAb prepared for battle, assjsted by 
liis heroes Akbiis, Wisah, Shimasas, and Gfersiwaz ; and so great 
was the clamour and confusion which proceeded from both 
armies, that earth and sky seemed blended- together.^ The 
clattering of hoofs, the shrill roar of trumpets, the rattle of 

* The numerica] sAfrength of the Pci-sian and Tflrfiiiian forces appeara pro- 
digious on all occasions, but itotbiug when compared with the army under 
ITorxes at Thermopylie, which, with the mimcrous retinue of servants, 
eunuchs, and women that attended it, is said to liave amounted to no less 
|&aiii^l>,283,22e souls. 



88 


THE SHlH NAMBH. 


brazen drums, and the vivid glittering of spear and shield, pro- 
duced indescribable tumult aiifi splendour. 

Kdrun Avas the first in action, and he brought many a hero 
to the^ground. He singled out Shimasjis ; an^ after a desperate 
struggle, laid him breathless on the field. Rustem, stimulated 
by these exploits, requested his father, Zsll, to po^’ht out Afni- 
fiiyab, that he .plight encounter him ; but Zal endeavoured to 
dissuadec him from so hopeless an eflPort, saying, 

“ My son, be wise, and peril not thyself ; 

Black is his bannci*, and his cuirass black — 

His limbs arc cased in iron — on his head 
He wears an iron helm — and high before him. 

Floats the black ensign ; equal in his might 
To ten strong men, he never in one jdace 
llemains, but cverywhei'e displays his power. 

The crocodile has in the rolling stream 
No safety ; and a mountain, formed of steel, 

Even at the mention of Afrasiyab, 

Melts into water. Then, beware of him.” 
llustcra replied ; — ** Be not alarmed for nie^ 

My heart, my arm, my dagger, are my castle, 

And Heaven befriends me— let him but appear, 

Dragon or Demon, and the field is mine.” 

Then Rustem valiantly urged Eakush towards the Tiirilriian 
army, and called out aloud. As soon as Afrasiyab behold him, 
he inquired who he could be, and he ivas told, “ This is Rustem, 
Ibhc son of ZaV. 8cest thou not in his hand the battle-axe of 
Sam ? The youth has come in search of renown.” When the 
combatants closed, they struggled for some time together, and 
at length Rustem seized the girdle-belt of his antagonist, and 
threw him from his saddle, lie Avished to drag the captive as 
a trophy to Kai-kobdd, that his first great victory might be 
remembered, but .unfortunately the belt gave Avay, and Afi’ii- 
siyab fell on the ground. Immediately the fallen chief was 
surrounded and rescued by his own warriors, but ,not before 
Rustem had snatched off his crown, and cai^lncd it away Ai'ith 
the broken girdle which was left in his hand. And now a 
general engagement took place. Rustem being reinforced by 
the advance of the king, with Ml and Mihnlb at hia side,—* 
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Both armies seemed so closely waging war, 

ThouVouldst have said,* th§t they were mixed together. 

The earth shook with the tramping of the steeds, 

Rattled the drivns ; loud clamours from the troops 
Echoed around, and from the iron grasp 
Of warriorsf many a life was spent in air. 

With his huge mace, cow-hcaded, Rustem dyed 
The g^pund with crimson — and wherever seen, 

Urging impatiently his fiery horse, 

Heads severed fell like withered leaves in autumn. 

If, brandishing his sword, he struck the head, • 

Horseman and steed were downward cleft in twain — 

And if his side-long blow was on tlic loins, 

The sword passed through, as easily as the blade 
Slices a cucumber. The blood of heroes 
Helugcd the plain. On that tremendous day, 

With sword and dagger, battle-axe and noose, f 
He cut, and tore, and broke, and bound the brave, 

Slaying and making captive. At one swoop 
More than a thousand fell by his own hand. 

• 

Ziil beheld his sou with amazement and delight. Tlic Tiiril- 
nians left the fire-worshippers in possession of the field, and 
retreated towards the Jihun with iirccipitutiou, not a sound of 
drum or trumpet denoting their track. After halting three 
days in a state of deep dejection and misery, they continued 
their retreat along the hanks of the Jihiin. The Persian army, 


* This mode of expression, so frequent in Firdausi, and which makes the 
reader a spectator of the scene described, is constantly to be met with itf 
Homer. Longinus has pointed out its peculiar force and beauty, and gives 
the following observations on the subject. “ A very powerful dramatic cflicacy 
arises from a change of persons, which frequently makes the hearer or reader 
imagine himself engaged in the midst of danger : 

*« Thou Avoiilclst have thought, so fiiriouswas their fire ! • • • 

No force could tame them, and uo toil coy* ' tire." Iliad, xv. 844. 

** And whore the discourse is addressed to an individual ; as in this example 
also: 

** Thmit haUst not known with whom Tydides fought.” Iliad, v. 8C, 

f Herodotus speaks of a people confederated with the army of Xerxes, who 
employed the no9se; ** Their principal dependanco in action is upon cords 
made of twisted leather, which they use in this manner : when they engage an 
enemy, they throw out these cords, having a noose at the extremity ; if they 
^gl^togle in them either horse or man, they without difficulty put them to 
Beloe’s transl. Polymnia, Sec. 
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Upon the flight of the enemy, fell back with their prisoners of 
war, and Kustein was received by the king with distinguished 
honour. When Afrasiyiib returned to his^fathet, he communi- 
cated ^0 him, with a heavy heart, the misfortunes of the battle, 
and the power that liad been arrayed against him, dwelling 
with wonder and admiration on the stupendo^as valour of 
Kiistem. 


• Seeing my sable banner, 

He to the fight came like a crocodile, 

Thou woiildst have said his breath scorched up the plain ; 
He seized my girdle with such mighty force 
As if he would have torn my joints asunder ; 

And raised me from my saddle — that I seemed 
An insect in his grasp — but presently 
The golden giixllc broke, and down I fell 
Ingloriously upon the dusty ground ; 

But I was rescued by my wan’ior t rain ! 

Thou kiiowcst my valour, how my nerves arc strung. 

And may conceive the wondrous strength, which thus 
Sunk me to nothing. Iron is his frame, 

And marvellous his power ; peace, i)eace, alone 
Can save us and our country from doslruction. 


Poshang, considering the luckless state of affairs, and the 
iJjss of so many valiant warriors, thought it prudent to ac- 
quie.gce in the wishes of Afriisiyab, and sue lor peace. To this 
end Wisah w«as intrusted Avifch magnificent presents, and the 
overtures whiefi iu siihsLance ran thus : — “Miiiuohihr was re- 
venged upon Ti'ir and Selim for the death of Irij. Afriisiyiib 
again has revenged their death upon Nauder, the son of 
Minuchiljr, and now Rustem has conquered Afrasiydb. But 
why should we any longer keep the world in confusion — Why 
should we nob be satisfied with what Feridun, in his wisdom, 
decreed ? Ooutin'ue in the empire which he appropriated to 
Irij, and let the Jihiin be the boundary bct\vecu ns, for are we 
not connected by blood, and of one. family ? Let our kingdoms 
bo gladdened with the blessings of peace.” ’ 

When these proposals of peace reached Kai-kobjld, the fd- 
lowing answer was returned : • " 
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** Well dost thou know that I was not the first 
To wage this war. From Tiir, thy ancestor, 

The strife began. Bcthink*thec how he slew 
The gentle Irij — his own brother ; — how, 

In these our ditys, thy son, AfrAsiydb, 

Crossing tl^e Jihiin, with a numerous force 
Inviidccl Persia — think how Nauder died 1 
Not iji the field of battle, like a hero, 

But murdered by thy son — ^who, ever cruel, 

Afterwards stabbed his brother, young Aghriras, 

So deeply mourned by thee. Yet do I thirst Ti4>t 
For vengeance, or for strife. I yield the realm 
Beyond the Jihiin — let that river be 
The boundary between us ; but thy son, 

Afrdsiydb, must take liis solemn oath 
Never to cross that limit, or disturb 
The Persian throne again ,* thus pledged, 1 grant 
The peace solicited.” 

The messenger without delay conveyed this welcome intelli- 
gence Poshang, and the Turanian army was in consequence 
immediately withdrawn within the prescribed line of division, 
llustem, however, expostulated with the king against making 
peace at a time the most advantageous for war, and especially 
•when he had just commenced his victorious career ; but Kai- 
kobad thought dillerciitly, and considered nothing equal to 
justice and tranquillity. Peace was accordingly concluded, and 
upon Rustem and Zal he conferred tlic highest honours, apd 
his other warriors engaged in the lute conflict also experienced 
the effects of his bouu’ty and gratitude in an eminent degree. 

Kai-kobild then moved towards Persia, and establishing his 
throne at Istakhar,* he administered the affairs of his govern- 
ment with admirable benevolence and clemency, and with iiii- 


* Istakhar, also called Perscpolis, and Chehel-niinar, or the Forty Pillars. 
This city was said to have been laid in ruins by Alcxaiidcf after the conquest 
or Darius ; that, • 

Thais led the way, 

And like another Helen llrcd another Troy. 

• Dryd£n. Alex. Fkast. 

But this, for the credit of Alexander, does not appear to he the fact. M. 
4^gl6s has shown that the destruction of this renowned city was owing, long 
to the fanatic Arabs. 
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ceasing solicitude for the welfare of his subjects. In his eyes 
every one had an equal clajm to consideration* and justice. 
The strong liacl no power to oppress the weak. After lie had 
continued ten years at Istakhar, building towns and citieg, and 
diffusing improvement and happiness over the land, he removed 
his throne into Iran. Tlis reign lasted one Ipindrcd years, 
. which were passed in the continual exercise of the most princely 
virtues^ and the most munificent liboKility. He had four sons : 
Kai-ki'nis, Arish, Poshln, and Aramin ; and when the period of 
.his dissolution drew nigh, he solemnly enjoined the eldest, whom 
he appointed his successor, to pursue steadily the path of in- 
tegrity and justice, and to be kind and merciful in the admini- 
stration of the empire left to his charge. 


AMI A US. 

^ luxurious enjoyments he looked 
Hicoe«ieiKai’ko4“'it l"® hunS p'* 

^ as a foolish tyranoical prince. He apwkted Firdausi ho 

armies, to which the lieutonant-gencSE capUm^'oneral of the 

sfaite was annexed, under the title of “ the Lmm* 
gave him a taj, or crown of gold, which wS ^ 
and granted him the privilege of ^ accustomed to wear. 

It is said that Kai-kfifis amiuS i?£ ^ of gold, 

and that he founded two greaWbservatories.°Th? ^ of astronomy, 

Perhaps his reputed fondness for and tho other 

to tho &blo of his aerial cxcuwion recozded 



THE SHAH nAmEII. 


93 


upon himself as superior to every being upon the face of the 
earth, and thus astonished the people, high and low, by his 
extravagance^aiid pride. 

One day a Demon, disguised as a musician, waited upon the 
monarch, and playing sweetly on his harp, sung a song in praise 
of Mdzinderilr\ 


And thus he warbled to the king — 

“ Mdzindcrdn is the bower of spring, 

My native home ; the balmy air 
Diffuses health and fragrance there ; 
vSo tempered is the genial glow, 

Nor heat nor cold we ever know ; 

Tulips and hyacinths abound 
On every lawn ; and all around 
Blooms like a garden in its prime. 

Fostered by that delicious clime. 

The bulbul sits on every spray, 

And pours his soft melodious lay ; 

Each rural spot its sweets discloses. 

Each streamlet is the dew of roses ; 

And damsels, idols of the heart, 

Sustain a more bewitching part. 

And mark me, that untravclled man 
Who never saw Mdzinderan, 

And all the charms its bowers possess, 

Has never tasted happiness 1 ” 

No sooner had Kai-kaus heard this description of the couitbry 
of Mdizinder^u than he determined to lead an army thither, 
declaring to his warriors that the splendour and glory of his 
reign should exceed that of either Jemslnd, Zohdk, or Kai- 
kob^ld. The wairiors however were alarmed at this precipitate 
resolution, thinking it certain destruction to make war^against 
the Demons ; but they had not courage or confidence enough 
to disclose their real sentiments. They only ventured to 
suggest, tliat if his majesty reflected a little on the subject, he 
might not ultimately consider the enterprize so advisable as he 
had at first ima^ned. But this produced no impression, and 
they then deemCa it expedient to despatch a messenger to Ziil, 
to inform him of the wild notions which the Evil One had put 
head of Kai-kto to eflfeeb his ruin, imploring ZiU to 
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allow of no delay, otherwise the eminent services so lately per- 
formed by him and Rustem ffor the state would be rendered 
utterly useless and vain. Upon this ^siimmons> ZiU imme- 
diabciy set off from SisUn to Iran ; and having arrived at the 
royal court, Jind been received with customary respect and con- 
sideration, he endeavoured to dissuade the king^ffrom the con- 
templated expedition into Miiziiideraii. 

■ 

“ 0, could I wfisli tliG darkness from thy mind. 

And show tlice all the perils that surround 
Tins undertaking I Jemshld, liigh in j^ower, 

AVhose diadem was brilliant as the sun. 

Who ruled the demons — never in his pride 
Dreamt of the conquest of Mazindevdn ! 

Remember Foriddn, he overthrew 
Zoliak — destroyed the tyrant, but he never 
Thought of tlic conquest of Mdzincl(;rdn ! 

This strange ambition never lired the souls 
Of by-gone moiiarchs — ^mighty Miin'ioliihr, 

Always vietoiious, boundless in bis wealth, 

Nor Zan, nor Nauder, nor even Kai-kob.‘id, 

AVitli all their pomp, and .all their gi'aiidcur, ever 
Dreamt of tlic conquest of M.dzindcL’dii ! 

It is the place of deinoii-sorcercrs, 

And all enchanted. Bwonls are useless there, 

Nor bribery nor wisdom can obtain 
Possession of th.ai chann-dcfciulcil land, 

Then throw not men and treasure to the winds ; 

Waste not the precious blood of warriors brave, 

In trying to subdue Mdzindcrdn ! ” 

Kai-kiliis, however, was not to he diverted from his purpose ; 
and with respect to what his predecessors had not done, he 
considered liimself superior in might and influence to either 
Feriduu, Jemshicl, Minuchihr, or Kai-kobiid, who had never 
aspired to the conquest of Mdzindcriin. He further observed, 
thayie had a bolder heart, a larger army, and a fuller treasurv 
tWir any of them, and the Avholc world Avas.nnder his sway. 

And what are Demon-ehanns, 

That they cxcttlm dread alarms „ 

What is a DeirnnH^^ ^ ^^7 
Their magic speffiand sorcery ? 

One effort, and tlm field is won ; 

Then why should 1 the battle shun ? 



THE SHAE NAMEH. 


96 


Bo thou and Rustem (whilst afar 
• I wage the soul-appaliiing war), 

The guardians of the kingdom ; Heaven 
To me ha^h its protection given ; 

And, when I reach the Demon’s f^nt, 

Tlicirgscvcred heads shall be my spurt I 

When Ziil l^cainc convinced of the unalterable reiolutiou of 
Kai-kiius, ho ceased to opiiosc his views, and. expressed his 
readiness to comply witli whatever commands he might* receive 
for the safety of the state. 

May all tliy actions prosj)cr — mayst thou never 
,Tfave cause to recollect my \varniiig voice, 

With sorrow or repentance. Heaven protect thee I 


ZtU then took leave of the king and his warrior friends, and 
returned to Sistan, not without melancholy forebodings respect- 
ing th^ issue of the war against Mdzinderan. 

As soon as morning dawned, the army was put in motion. 
The charge of the empire, and the keys of the treasuiy and 
jewel-chamber were left in the hands of Milad, with injunc- 
tions, however, not to draw a sword against any enemy that 
might spring up, without ^he coiiscnt and assistance of Ziil 
and Rustem. AVhen the army had arrived within the limits 
of Mdzindcran, Kai-kdiis ordered Glw to select two thousand 
of the bravest men, the boldest wicldcrs of the battle-axe, and 
proceed rapidly towards the city.' In his progress, according 
to the king’s instructions, he burnt and destroyed every thing 
of value, mercilessly slaying man, woman, and child. For the 
king said ; 


Kill all before thee, whether young or old, 

And turn their day to night ; thus free the world 
From the magician’s art. 

Proceeding in his career of desolation and ruin, Glw came 
near to the oitj^ rfhd found it arrayed in all the splendour of 
heaven ; every street was crowded with beautiful women, richly 
and young damsels with faces as bright as the moon. 
®hB^tlfeasurj^-ch^ ^as fidl of* gold and jewels, and the 
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country abounded with cattle. Information of this discovery* 
was immediately sent to Kai<kd,u8, who was delijihted to find 
that Muziiideran was truly a blessed region, the very garden 
of beftiuty, where the cheeks of the women seemed to be tinted 
with the hue of the pomegranate flower, hf the gate-keeper of 

Paradise. t 

• • 

This invasion filled the lieart of the king of Miizinderdn 
with gr;cf and*alarra, and his first care was to call the gigantic 
White Demon to his aid. Meanwhile Kai-kaiis, full of the 
wildest anticipiitions of victory, was encamped on the plain 
near the city in splendid state, and preparing to commence the 
final overthrow of the enemy on the following day. In the 
night, however, a cloud came, and deep darkness like pitch 
overspread the earth, and tremendous hail-stones poured down 
upon the Persian host, throwing them into the greatest con- 
fusion. Thousands were destroyed, others fled, and were scat- 
tered abroad in the gloom. The morning dawned, but it 
brought no light to the eyes of Kai-kdiis ; and amidst the 
horrors he experienced, his treasury was captured, and the 
soldiers of his army either killed or made prisoners of war. 
Then did he bitterly lament that he had not followed the wise 
counsel of Zal. Seven days he was involved in this dreadful 
affliction, and on the eighth day he heard the roar of the White 
Demon, saying : 

“ 0 kinj?, thou art the willow-tree, all barren, 

With neither fruit, nor flower. What could induce 
The dream of conquering Mdzinderdn ? 
tfladst thou no faiend to warn thee of thy folly ? 
lladst thou not ncard of the WhUfLQjpmon's power^ 

Of him, who from the gorgeous vatd^f Heaven 
Can charm the stars ? From this mad enterprize 
Others have wisely shrunk — and what hast thou 
Accomplished by a more ambitious coursed 
Thy soldiers have slain many, dire destruction 
And spoil have been their purpose — thy wild will 
Has promptly been obeyed ; but thou art ifbw 
Without an army, not one man remains 
To lift a sword, or stand in thy defence ; 

Not one to hear thy groans and thy despair.'* 
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There were selected from the army twelve thousand of the 
demon-warriors, to take charg® of and hold in custody the 
Ii'iinian captives, all the chiefs, as well as the soldiers, being 
secured with bonds, and only allowed food enough to kcep*them 
alive. Arzang, onb of the demon-leaders, having got possession 
of the wealth, the crown and jewels, belonging to^ Kai-kaus, 
was aJ)pointcd to escort the captive king and his troops, all 
of whom were deprived of sight, to the city of Mazindcrtln, 
where they were delivered into the hands of the monarch of 
that country. The White Demon, after thus putting an end to 
hostilities, returned to his own abode. 

Kai-kiids, strictly guarded as he was, found an opportunity 
of sending an account of his blind and helpless condition to 
Zill, in which he lamented that he had not followed his advice, 
and urgently requested him, if he was not himself in confine- 
ment, Co come to his assistance, and release him from captivity. 
When Zill heard the melancholy story, he gnawed the very skin 
of his body Avith vexation, and turning to llustem, conferred 
Avith him in private. 

I 

“ The sword must be unsheathed, since Kai-kAds 
Is bound a captive in the dragon’s den, 

And Bakusli must be saddled for the hold, 

And thou must bear the weight of this emprize ; 

For I have lived two centuries, and old age 
Unfits me for the heavy toils of war. 

Should’st thou release the king, thy name will bo 
Exalted o’er the earth. — Then don thy mail, 

And gain immortal honour.” 

Rustem replied that it was a long .joqmey to M^zindcrdOi 
and that the king had been six months on the road. Upon 
this ZAl observed that there were two roads — ^the most tedious 
one was that Avhich Kai-kdus had taken ; but by the other, 
which was fuU of dangers and difficulty, and lions, and demons, 
and sorcery, he might reach Mdzinder^n in seven days, if he 
reached it at all.* 

On hearing these words Rustem assented, and chose the 
road, observing : 
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“ Although it is not wise, they say, 

With willing feet Jo track the way 
To hell ; though only men who’ve lost, 

All love of life, by misery crossed, 

Would rush into the tiger’s laii{ 

And die, poor reckless victims, there ; 

I gird my loins, whate’er may be. 

And trust in God for victory.’* 

On the following day, resigning himself to the protection of 
Heaven, he put on his war attire, and with his favourite horse, 
JRakush, properly caparisoned, stood prepared for the journey. 
His mother, Riiddbeh, took leave of him with great soiTOW ; 
and the young hero departed from Slstiln, consoling himself 
and his friends, thus : 

“ O’er him who seeks the battle-field. 

Nobly his prisoned king to free. 

Heaven will extend its saving shield, 

And crown his arms with victory,” 


The HEFT-KHAN; or, SEVEN LABOURS op 
RUSTEM. 

First Stage. — He rapidly pursued his way, performing ^ ,0 
days’ journey in one, and soon came to a forest full of Wild 
asses., « Oppressed with hunger, he succeeded in securing one of 
them, which he roasted over a fire, lighted by sparks produced 
by striking the point of his spear, and kept in a „ blaze with 
dried grass and branches of trees. After regaling himself, and 
satisfying his hunger, he loosened the bridle of Rakush, and 
allowed him to graze ; and choosing a sa£e place for repose 
'during the night, and taking care to have his sword under his 
head, he went to sleep among the reeds of that wildem^; In 
^ short space a fierce lion appeared^ and attacked 
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grfeafc violenpe ; but Bakush very speedily with his teeth and 
heels put an end to his furious assailant. Rustem, awakened 
by the confusion, and seeing the dead lion before him, said to 
his favourite companion : — 

I Rakush,* why so thoughtless grown, 

To fight a lion thus alone ; 

For had it been thy hitcj to bleed, 

And not Ihy foe, my gallant steed 1 
How could thy master have conveyed 
His helm, and battle-axe, and blade, 

Kamund, and bow, and bubevydii, 

Unaided, to Mazinderaii 1 

Why didst thou fail to give the alarm. 

And save thyself from chance of harm. 

By neighing loudly in my car ; 

But though thy bold heart knows no fear, 

From such unwise exploits refrain, 

Nor try a lion’s slrcngth again.” 

Saying this, Rustem laid down to sleep, and did not awake 
till the morning dawned. As the suii rose, he remounted 
Rakush, and proceeded on his journey towards Mazindenln. 


* Though Rakush was a model of intelligence and sagacity, he could not 
speak, like Xanthus and Balius, the tw'o homes of Achilles ! The former, 
prophesied the doom of his master. Tiierc is nothing therefore extravagant in 
Rustem addressing his horse so familiarly. 

“We may be assured, says Cowjier, that it was customary for the Greeks 
occasionally to harangue their horses, for Homer was a ijoot too attentive to 
nature, to introduce speeches that would have appeared strange to his country- 
men. Hector addresses his horses in the eighth book, and Antilochns, in tho 
chariot race, whoso horses wore not only of terrestrial origin, but tiie slowest 
iir the camp of Greece. That Achilles, then, should have spoken tc^his steeds, 
is not surprising, seeing that they were of celestiaf seed.” * 

Aristotle and Pliny, write that these animals often deplore their masters 
lost in battle, and have shed tears for them — and A^lian relates the same of 
elephants, who, like the Swiss, overcome with the maladie du, pays, weep in 
far-off captivity to think of their native forests. Suetonius, in tho life of 
OfDsar, tells us that several horses which, at the passage of the Rubicon, had 
been consecrated to Mai*s, and turned loose on the banks, were observed somo 
days after tq abstqinftfrom feeding, and to weep abundantly. Virgil knew lUl 
this, and could not, therefore, forbear copying this beautiful circumstance in 
|ho86 fine lines on the horse of Pallas : 

Post Bellator equus, posltls Inslgnlbus, iBthon 
• it liusymflns, gu|t|sque huneotat ^^4ibii8 ora.— xi. 89, 

^ H 2 
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Second Stage.— After travelling rapidly for some time, he 
entered a desert, in which no ^ater was to be found, and the 
sand was so burning hot, that it scemec^ to be instinct with 
fire. *Iloth horse and rider were oppressed with the iliost 
maddening thirst. Rustem alighted, and vainly wandered 
about in smirch of relief, till almost exhausted, /le put up a 
prayer to Heaven for protection against the evils which 
suiTOundfid hiifi, engaged as he was in an enterprize for the 
release of Kai-kiiiis and the Pei-sian army, then in the power of 
the demons. With pious earnestness he besought the Almighty 
to bless him in the great work ; and whilst in a despairing 
mood he was lamenting his deplorable condition, his tongue 
and throat being parched with thirst, his body prostrate on the 
sand, undei* the influence of a raging sun, he sa^v a sheep pass 
by, which he hailed as the harbinger of good. Rising up and 
grasping his sword in his hand, he followed the animal, and 
came to a fountain of water, where he devoutly returned thanks 
to Ood for the blessing which had preserved his existence, and 
prevented the wolves from feeding on his lifeless limbs. Re- 
freshed by the cool water, he then looked out for something to 
allay his hunger, and killing a gor, he lighted a fire and roasted 
it, and regaled upon its savoury fiesh, which he eagerly tore 
from* the bones. 

When the period of rest arrived, Rustem addressed Rakush, 
and said to him angrily : — 

Beware, my steed, of future strife. 

Again thou must not risk thy life ; 

Encounter not with lion fell, 

Nor demon still more terrible ; 

But should an enemy appear, 

Bing loud the warning in my ear.' 

After delivering these injunctions, Rustem laid down to 
sleep, leaving Rakush unbridled, and at lilijer^j to crop the 
herbage close by. 

Third Stage. — ^At n^dnight a monstrous dragon-serpent 
issued from the for .t ; it was eighty yards in length, and so" 
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fierce, that neither elephant, nor demon, nor lion, ever ventured 
to pass by its lair. It came torth, and seeing the champion 
asleep, and a horse pear him, the latter was the first object of 
attack. But Eakj^ish retired towards his master, and neiglied 
and beat the ground so furiously, that Rustem soon awoke ; 
looking rouM on every side, however, he saw nothing — the 
dragon had vanished, and he went to sleep agi^in. Again the* 
dragon burst out of the thick darkness, and again Rakush was 
at the pillow of his master, who rose up at the alarm : but 
anxiously trying to penetrate the dreary gloom, he saw nothing 
— all was a blank ; and annoyed at this apparently vexatious 
conduct in his home, he spoke sharply : — 

“ Why thus acfain disturb my rest, 

When sleep had softly sootlied my breast ? 

I told thee, if tliou ehanecd to see 
Another dangerous enemy, 

To sound the alann ; but not to keep 
Depriving me of needful sleep ; 

When nothing meets the eye nor car. 

Nothing to cause a moment’s fear I 
But if again my rest is broke, 

On thee shall fall the fatal stroke, 

And I myself will drag this load 
Of ponderous arm along the road ; 

Yes, I will go, a lonely man. 

Without thee, to Mazindenin.” 

Rustem again went to sleep, and Rakush was resolved this 
time not to move a step from his side, for his heart was griev ed 
and afflicted by the harsh words that had been addressed to 
him. The dragon again appeared, and the faithfuj horse 
almost tore up the earth with his heels, to rouse his sleeping 
master. Rustem again awoke, and sprang to his feet, and w^as 
again angry ; but fortunately at that moment sufficient light 
was providentially ’given for him to see the prodigious cause of 
alarm. 

Then swift he drew his sword, and closed in strife 
With that huge mopster. — Dreadful was the shock 
And^pci*^]oas to Rustem ; but when Rakush 
Perceived the contest doubtful, |£arionsly, 
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With his keen teeth, he bit and tore away 
The dragon’s scaly hide ; whilst quick as thought* 
The Champion severed off the ghastly head, 

And deluged all the plain with horrid blood* 
Amazed to sec a form so hideous 
Breathless stretched out before him, he retprned 
Thanks to the Omnipotent for his success, 

Saying — Upheld by thy protecting arm. 

What is a lion’s strength, a demon’s rage. 

Or all the horrors of the burning desert, 

With not one drop to quench devouring thirst? 
Nothing, since power and might proceed from Thee, 


Fourth Stage. — Rustem liaving resumed the saddle, con- 
tinued his journey througli an enchanted territoiy, and in the 
evening cfune to a beautifully green spot, refreshed by flowing 
rivulets, Avhere he found, to his surprise, a ready-roasted deer, 
and some bread and stilt. He alighted, and sat down near the 
enchanted provisions, which vanished at the sound of his voice, 
and presently a tambourine met his eyes, and a flask of wine. 
Taking up the instrument lie played upon it, and chaunted a 
ditty about his own wanderings, and the exploits which he 
most loved. He said that he had no pleasure in banquets, but 
only in the field fight’ug with heroes and crocodiles in war. 
The song happened .0 reach the cars of a sorceress, who, 
aiTilycd in all the charms of beauty, suddenly approached him, 
and sat down by liis side. The cliainpion put up a prayer of 
giiititude for having been sujiplied with food and wine, and 
music, in the desert of Miizindcnin, and not knowing that the 
enchantress w^as a demon in disguise, he placed in her hands a 
cup of-svine in the name of God ; but at the mention of the 
Creator, the enchanted form was converted into a black fiend. 
Seeing this, Rustem threw hiskamund, and secured the demon ; 
and, drawing his sword, at once cut the body in two I 

Fifth Stage. 

From thence proceeding onward, he approached 
A region destitute of light, a void 
Of utter darkness. Neither moon nor star 
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Peep'd through the gloom ; no choice of path remained, 

And therefore, throwing loose the rein, he gave 
Rakush the power to travel on, ungftided. 

At length the darkness was dispersed, the earth 
Became a scene, joyous and light, and gay, 

Covei-ed with waving corn — there Rustem paused, 

And quitting his good steed among the grass. 

Laid himself gently down, and, wearied, slept ; 

His Shield beneath his head, his sword before himb 

• 

• 

When the keeper of the forest first saw the strangfer and his 
horse, he went to. Rustem, then asleep, and struck his staff 
violently on the ground, and having thus awakened the hero, 
ho aslced him, devil tliat he was, wliy Ixj had allowed his horse 
to feed upon the green corn-field. Angry at these words, 
Rustem, without uttering a syllable, seized hold of the keeper 
by the ears, and wrung them off. The mutilated wretch, 
gathSring up his severed ears, hurried away, covered with 
blood, to his master, AdUd, and told him of the injury he had 
sustained from a man like a black demon, with a tiger-skin 
cuirass and an iron helmet ; showing at the same time the 
bleeding witnesses of his sufferings. Upon being informed of 
this outrageous proceeding, Aiildd, burning with wrath, sum- 
moned together his fighting men, and hastened by the directions 
of the keeper to the place where Rustem had been found q,plcep. 
The champion received the angry lord of the land, fully pre- 
pared, on horseback, and heard him demand his name, that he 
might not slay a worthless antagonist, and why he had torn off 
the ears of his forest-keeper I Rustem replied that the very 
sound of his name would make him shudder wijh horror 
Aiildd then ordered his troops to attack Rustem, and they 
rushed upon him with great fury; but their leader was 
presently killed by the master-hand, and great numbers were 
also scattered lifeless over the plain. The survivors running 
away, Rustem’s next object was to follow and secure, by his 
kamund; tho^(S:son of Aul^, and with admirable address and 
ingenuity, ho succeeded in dismounting him and taking him 
^ alive. Qe then bound his hands, and said to him : — 
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“ If thou wilt speak the truth unmixcd with lies, 
Uumixed with false prev 9 ricating words, 

And faithfully point out to me the eaves 
Of the Wliitc Demon and his warrior chiefs— 

And where Kdiis is piisoned — ^thy reward 
Shall he the kingdom of MazirulerAn ; ^ 

For I, myself, will place thee on that throne. 

But if thou play'st rie false — thy worthless bloqd 
Shall answer for the foul deception.” ' 

“ Stay, 

Be nothin wrath,” AiilM at once rcidied, — 

Thy wish shall he fulfilled — and thou shalt know 
"Where king KAits is prisoned — and, beside, 

Where the White Demon reigns. Between two dark 
And lofty mountains, in tw’o hundred caves 
Iminoasurably deep, his poojdc dwell. 

Twelve huiidrod Demons keep the w%'itch by night 
Upon the mountain’s brow ; — their chiefs, Piilild, 

And Baid, and Sinja. Like a reed, the hills 
Tj cmble whenever the White Demon moves. 

But dangerous is the wa 5 ^ A stony desert 
Lies full before tliee, which the nimble deer 
lias never passed. Then a prodigious stream 
Two farsangs wddc obstructs lliy i>ath, whose banks 
Arc covered with a host of warrior-Demons, 

Giiiirdi ug the passage to IMazinderdn ; 

And thou art but a single man — canst thou 
Overcome such fearful obstacles as these? 

At this the Chan pion smiled. “ Shew but the way, 
And thou shalt s what one man can perform, 

With power derived from God 1 Lead on, with speed. 
To royal Kads.” With obedient haste 
Aulad jirocecdcd, llustcm following fast. 

Mounted on Baknsli. Neither dismal night 
Nor joyous day they rested — on they went 
Until at length they reached the fatal field, 

Where Kaus was o’crcome. At midnight hour. 

Whilst watching with attentive eye and car, 

A piercing clamour echoed all around, 

AJid blazing lircs^wcrc scon, and numerous lamps 
‘Burnt brigiit on every side. Rustem inquired 
What this miehi be. “ It is Maziiiderdn,” 

Aiihid rejoined, “and the White Demon’s chiefs 
Arc galhered there. Then Rustem to a tree 
Bound his obedient guide — to keep him saf6, 

And to recruit his strength, laid down awhile 
And soundly slept. 

When morning dawned, be rdse, 

And mounting Eaknsh, put his helmet on. 

The tiger-skin defended his broad chest. 

And sallying forth, he sought the Demon chief. 
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Arzangy and sammoned him with such a ronr 
'J’hat stream and mountain shook. Arzang sprang up, 
Hearing a human voice, and from his tent 
Indignant issued — him the champion met, 

And clutched his arms and cars, and from his body 
Tore off the gory head, and cast it far 
Amidst tSe shuddering Demons, who with fear 
Shrunk back and fled, precipitate, lest they 
Shcmld likewise feel that dreadful punishment. • 


Sixth Stage. — After this achievement Rustem returned to 
the place where he had left Aiildd, and having released him, 
sat down under the tree and related wliat he had done. He 
then commanded his guide to shew the wfiy to the place Avhcrc 
Kai-kdus was confined ; and when the champion entered the 
city of Mazinderjln, the neighing of Rakush was so loud that 
the sound distinctly reached the ears of the captive monarch, 
Kaiisl-cjoiced, and said to his people ; ‘‘ I have heard the voice 
of Rakush, and my misfortunes arc at an end ; but they 
thought lie was cither insane or telling them a dream. The 
actual appearance of Rustem, however, soon satisfied them. 
Gddarz, and Tus, and Bahram, and Giw, and Gustahem, Averc 
delighted to meet liitn, and the king embraced him with great 
warmth and affection, and heard from him Avith admiration the 
story of his Avoiiderful progress and exploits. But Kaiis.and 
his Avarriors, under the influence and spells of the Demons, 
Avere still blind, and he cautioned Rustem particularly to con- 
ceal Rakush from the sight of the sorcerers, for if the White 
Demon should hear of the slaughter of Arzang, and the 
conqueror Being at IMiizinderaii, he Avould immediately ^semble 
an overpoAvering army of Demons, and tRe consequences might 

be terrible. 

• 

‘•But thow must storm the cavern of the Demons 
And their gigantic chief — great need there is 
For sword and battle-axe — and with the aid 
pf H()^Aen, these miscreant sorcerers may fall 
Victims to thy avenging might. The road 
Is straight before thee — preach the Seven Mountains, 

And there thou wilt discern the various groups. 

Which guard the awful passage. Further on, 
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Within a deep and horrible recess, 

Frowns the White Dem^ — conquer him — destroy 
That fell magician, and restore to sight 
Thy sutfcring king, and all his warrior train. 

The wise in cures declare, that the warm blood 
From the White Demon’s heart, dropped in the eye, 

Removes all blindness — it is, then, my li6pe. 

Favoured by God, that thou wilt slay the ficncL 
A»id save us from the misery wc endure, « 

The misery of darkness without end.” 

Rustem accordingly, after having warned his friends and 
companions in arms to keep on the alert, prepared for the 
enterprise, and guided by AdUd, hurried on till he came to 
the Haffc-koh, or Seven Mountains. There he found numerous 
companies of Demons ; and coming to one of the caverns, saw 
it crowded with the same awful beings. And now consulting 
with Aiilitd, he was informed that the most advantageous time 
for attack would be when the sun became hot, for then all the 
Demons were accustomed to go to sleep, with the exception of 
a very small number wlio were appointed to keep watch. He 
therefore waited till the sun rose high in the firmament ; and 
as soon as he liad bound Aulad to a tree hand and foot, with 
the thongs of his kainuiid, drew his sword, and rushed among 
the prostrate Demons, d' iiembcring and slaying all that fell 
in his way. Dreadful was the carnage, and those who survived 
fled in the wildest terror from the champion’s fury. 

Skvrntk Stage. — Rustem now hastened forward to encounter 
the White Demon. 

Advancing to the cavern, he looked down 

' ‘And saw a gloomy place, dismal as liell ; 

But not one cursed, impious sorcerer 
Was visible in that infernal depth. 

Awhile he stood — his falchion in his grasp, 

And rubbed his eyes to sharpen his dim si aht, 

And then a mnunt.'iin-form, covercfl with fiair, 

Filling up all the space, rose into view. 

The monster was asleep, but presently 
The daring shouts of Rustem broke his rest, ^ 

And brought him suddenly upon his feet. 

When seizing a huge mill-stone, forth he camoi 
And thus accosted the intruding chief : 
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** Art thou 80 tired of life, that reckless thus 
Thou dost inyade the preciii<is of the Demons ? 

Tell me thy name, that I may not destroy 
A nameless thing ! ’* The champion stern replied, 

“ My name is Rustem — sent by ZAl, m.y father, 

Descended fwm the champion SAm SiiwAr, 

To be reven^d on thee — the King of Persia 
Doing now a prisoner in MAzinderdn.” 

When the accursed Demon heard the name 
Of SAm SAwAr, he, like a serpent, writhed 
In agony of spirit ; terrified 

At tiiat announcement — ^then, recovering strength, 

He forward sprang, and hurled the mill-stone huge 
Against his adversary, who fell back 
And disappointed the prodigious blow. 

Black frowned the Demon, and through Rustem’s heart 
A wild sensation ran of dire alarm ; 

But, rousing up, his courage was reviveil, 

And wielding furiously his beaming sword, 

He pierced the Demon’s thigh, and hipped the limb ; 

Then both together gi'applcil, and the cavern 
^ Shook with the contest — caeli, at limes, prevailed ; 

The flesh of both was torn, and btrearning lilood 
Crimsoned the earth. “ If 1 survive this day,” 

Said Rustem in his heart, in that dread strife, 

** My life must be immortal.” The White Demon, 

With equal terror, muttered to himself : 

“ I now despair of life — sweet life ; no more 
Shall I be welcomed at MAzinderAn ” 

And still they struggled hard — still sweat and blood 
Poured down at every strain. Rustem, at last. 

Gathering fresh power, vouchsafed by favouring JTcaven 
And bringing all his might}’^ stvengtli to bear. 

Raised up tlie gasping Demon in Ins arms. 

And with such fury dashed him to tlic ^ound, 

That life no longer moved his monstrous frame. 

Promptly he then tore out the recking heart, 

And crowds of demons simultaneous fell 
As part of him, and stained the earth with gore ; 

Others who saw this signal overthrow,# 

Trembled, and hurried from the scene of bloodj 
Then the great victor, issuing from that cave 
With pious haste — took off his helm, and mail, 

And royal girdle — and with water washed 
His face an(f body— choosing a pure place 
For prayer — to praise his Maker — Him who gave 
The vic^r^ the eternal source of good ; 

Without whose grace and blessing, what is man I 
With it his armour is impregnable. 

The Ohampion having finished .his prayer, resumed his war 



108 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


habiliments, and going to AiiUd, released him from the tree, 
and gave into his charge the licart of the White Demon. He 
then pursued his journey l)ack to Kiius, at Mazindcran. On 
the way Aiilad solicited some reward for the services he had 
peiformcd, and Rustem again promised ihat he should be 
appointed governor of the country. 

“ niit first the monarch of Mdzindoran, 

Tlic Demon-kinpr, must be subdued, and cast 
Into the yawning cavern — and his legions 
Of foul enchanters, utterly destroyed.” 

Upon his arrival at ]\rrizinder{ln, Rustem related to his 
sovereign all that he had accomplished, and especially that he 
had torn out and brought aw^ay the White Demon’s heart, the 
blood of which was destined to restore Kai-kaiis apd his 
warriors to sight. Rustem was not long in applying the 
miraculous remedy, and the moment the blood touched their 
eyes, the fearful blindness was perfectly cured. 

The champion brought the Demon's heart, 

And squeezed the blood from every part, 

Which, droppo 1 upon the injured sight, 
jUadc all thi ,.s visible and bright ; 

One moment broke that magic gloom. 

AMiich seemed more dreadful than the tomb. 

The monarch immediately ascended his throne surrounded 
by all his warriors, and seven days were spent in mutual con- 
gratulations and rejoicing. On the eighth day they all resumed 
the saddle, and proceeded to complete the destruction of the 
enemy. They set fire to the city, and burnt it to the ground, 
and committed such horrid carnage among the remaining 
magicians that streams of loathsome blood, crimsoned all the 
place. 

Kiliis afterwards sent Fcrhdd as an ambassador to the king 
of Miizindcran, suggesting to him the expediency of submission, 
and representing to him the terrible fall of Arzang, and of the 
White Demon with all his hpst, as a warning against resist^ce 
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to the valour of Eustem. But when the king of Mdzindcrdn 
heard from FerhM the jiurposc? of his embassy, he expressed 
great astonishment, and replied that he himself was superior in 
all respects to Kaus ; lhat his empire was more extensive?, and 
his waiTiors more Aiimerous and brave. “ Have I not,” said 
he, “ a hundred war-elcpliants, and Kaus not one ? ^Wherever 
I move, conquest marks my way ; why then should I fear the 
sovereign of Persia ? Why should I submit to fikn ? ” , 

This haughty tone made a deep impression upon Ferhdd, 
who returning quickly, told Kaiis of the proud bearing and 
fancied power of the ruler of Mazindcran. Eustem was imme- 
diately sent for ; and so indignant was he on hearing the 
tidings, that “ every hair on his body started up like a spear,” 
and he proposed to go himself with a second despatch. The 
king wys too much pleased to refuse, and another letter was 
written more urgent than the first, threatening the enemy to 
hang up his severed head on the ivalls of his own fort, if he 
persisted in his contumacy and scorn of the offer made. 

As soon as Eustem had come within a short distance of the 
* court of the king of Miizinderan, accounts reached his majesty 
of the approach of another amb'^ssador, when a deputation of 
warriors was sent to receive him. Eustem observing them, 
and being in sight of the hostile army, with a view to shew his 
strength, tore up a large tree on the road by the roots, and 
dexterously wielded it in his hand like a spear. Tilting on- 
wards, he flung it down before the w^ondcring enemy, and one 
of the chiefs then thought it incumbent upon him to display 
his’ own prowess. He advanced, and offjred to grasp* Jiands 
with Eustem : they met ; but the gripe of the champion was 
so excruciating that the sinews of his adversary cracked, and 
in J^ony he fell from his horse. Intelligence of this discom- 
fiture was instantly conveyed to the king, who then summoned 
his most valiant a|}d renowned chieftain, KiUahur, and directed 
him to go and punish, signally, the warrior who had thus pre- 
sumed to triumph over one of his heroes. Accordingly E^lahiir 
appeared, and boastingly stretched out his hand, which Eustem 
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tfrtuhg with such grinding force, that the very hails dropped" 
bflf, and blood started from ffis body. This waS enough, and 
Kalahiir hastily returned to the king, and anxiously recom- 
tuended him to submit to terms, as it would be in vain to 
oppose such invincible strength. The kin^ was both grieved 
and angry^at this situation of affairs, and invited- the ambassa- 
dor to his presence. After inquiring respecting Kto and the 
Pei-sian army; he said : 

“ And thou art Rnstcm, clothed with mighty power, 

Who slaughtered the White Demon, and now comest 
To crush the monarch of Mdzinderdn I ’’ 

No 1 ” said the champion, I am hut his servant, 

And even unworthy of that noble station j 
My master being a warrior, the most valiant 
That ever graced the world since time began. 

Nothing am I ; but what doth he resemble 1 
What is a lion, elephant, or demon 1 
Engaged in fight, he is himself a host 1 ” 

The ambassador then tried to convince the king of the folly 
of resistance, and of his certain defeat if he continued to defy 
the power of Ktliis and tl j bravery of Kustem ; but the effort 
was fruitless, and both st,*tcB prepared for battle. 

The engagement which ensued was obstinate and sanguinary, 
and after seven days of hard fighting, neither army was vic- 
torious, neither defeated. Afflicted at this want of success, 
Ktliis grovelled in the dust, and prayed fervently to the 
Almighty to give him the triumph. He addressed all his 
waiTiors, one by one, and urged them to increased exertions ; 
and on 'the eighth day, when the battle was renewed, prodigies 
of valour were perfoimed. ^ Rustem singled oUt, and encoun- 
tered the king of Mdzinder^in, and fiercely they fought together 
with sword and javelin ; but suddenly, just as he w»as rushing 
on with overwhelming force, his adversary, by his magic art, 
transformed himself into a stony rock. Rustotu^and the Pei^ian 
warrior# were all amazement. The fight had been Suspended 
for some time, when Edds came forward to enquire the caufle ; 
and bearing with ^tbnishineiit pf t^ie ti:anitfonn{ition^ ordered* 
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his soldifers td drag tHd enchanted mass towards hiS own tent ; 
but all the strength that could b& applied was unequal to move 
so great a weight, till Rustem set himself to the task, and 
amidst the wondering army, lifted up the rock and conveyed 
it to the appointed place. He then addressed the work of 
sorcery, and said : “ If thou dost not resume thj original 
shape, I will instantly break thee, flinty-rock as thou now art, 
into atoms, and scatter thee in the dust.” The’inagicijin-king 
was alarmed by this threat, and re-appeared in his own form^ and 
then Rustem, seizing his baud, brought him to Kdiis, who, as 
a punishment for his wickedness and atrocity, ordered him to 
be slain, and his body to be cut into a thousand pieces ! The 
wealth of the country was immediately afterwards secured; and 
at the recommendation of Rustem, AiiUd was appointed 
goveri?or of Mitziiidcran. After the usual thanksgivings and 
rejoicings on account of the victory, Kaus and his warriors 
returned to Pcjrsia, where splendid honours and rewards were 
bestowed on every soldier for his heroic services. Rustem 
^ having received the highest acknowledgments of his merit, took 
leave, and returned to his father Zdl at Zilbulistdn. 

Suddenly an ardent desire arose in the heart of Kaiis to 
survey all the provinces and states of his empire. He wished 
to visit Tiirsin, and Chin, and Mikran, and Berber, and Zhra. 
Having commenced his royal tour of inspection, he found the 
king of Berberistaii in a state of rebellion, with his army pre- 
pared to dispute his authority. A severe battle was the conse- 
‘ quence ; but the refractory sovereign was soon compelled to 
retire, and the elders of the city came forward to sue fer mercy 
and protection. After this triumph, Kiliis turned towards the 
mefuntain. Kdf, and visited various other countries, and in his 
progress became the guest of the son of Z;i,l in Zabulistan, where 
he staid a month, enjoying the pleasures of the festive board 
ahd the spbrtsp&the field. 

The disaffection of the king of H^mslveran, in league with 
the king of Misser and Shdm, and th6 still Wtile king of 
sppn, howeypr, drew Wni fron^ and 
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quitting the principality of Rustem, his arms were promptly 
directed against his new eifcmy, who in the contest which 
ensued, made an obstinate resistance, but was at length over- 
powered, and obliged to for quarter. After the battle, 
Kdus was informed that thu shah had af daughter of great 
beauty, named Sudd.vch, possessing a form as graceful as the 
tall cypress, musky ringlets, and all the charms of Heaven. 
From the description of this damsel he became enamoured, and 
through the medium of a messenger, immediately offered him- 
self to be her husband. The father did not seem to be glad at 
this proposal, observing to the messenger, that he had but two 
things in life valuable to him, and those were his daughter and 
his property ; one was his solace and delight, and the other his 
support : to be deprived of both would be death to him ; still 
he could not gainsay the wishes of a king of such pow^r, and 
his conqueror. He then soiTowfiilly communicated the overture 
to his child, who however readily consented ; and in the coui’se 
of a week, the bride was sent escorted by soldiers, and accom- 
panied by a niagniliccnt cavalcade, consisting of a thousand ^ 
horses and mules, a thousand camels, and numerous female 
attendants. When Siiddveh descended from her litter, glowing 
with beauty, with her rich dark tresses flowing to her feet, and 
checks like the rose, Kdus regarded her with admiration and 
rapture ; and so impatient was he to possess that lovely treasure, 
that the marriage rites were performed according to the laws of 
the country without delay. 

The shilh of Ilamjiveran, however, was not satisfied, and he 
contini^ally plotted wi,thin himself how he might contrive to 
regain possession of Siidilvch, as well as be revenged upon the 
king. With this view he invited Kiliis to be his g!iesb for a 
while ; but Siidjiveh cautioned the king npt to trust to the 
treachery which dictated the invitation, as she apprehended 
from it nothing but mischief and disaster. TJhe warning, how- 
ever, was of no avail, for Ediis accepted the proffered "hospitality 
of his new father-in-law. He accordingly proceeded with his 
bride and his most famous warriors to the oity, where he was 
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received and entertained in the most sumptuous manner, seated 
on a gorgeous throne, and felt infinitely exhilarated with the 
magnificence and the hilarity by which he was surrounded. 
Seven days were passed in this glorious banqueting and de- 
light ; but on the {^cceeding night, the sound of trumpets and 
the war-cry was heard. The intrusion of soldiers changed the 
face of the sedhe ; and the king, who had just been waited on, 
and pampered with such respect and devotion* was suddenly 
seized, together with his principal warriors, and carried off to 
remote fortress, situated on a high mountain, where they 
were imprisoned, and guarded by a thousand valiant men. 
His tents .were plundered, and all his treasure taken away. At 
this event his wife was inconsolable and deaf to all entreaties 
from her father, declaring that she preferred death to separa- 
tion from her husband ; upon which she was conveyed to the 
same difligeon, to mingle groans with the captive king. 

Alas I how false and fickle is the world, 

Friendship nor pleasure, nor the ties of blood, 

Can check the headlong course of human passions ; 

Treachery still laughs at kindred ; — who is safe 
In this tumultuous sphere of strife and sorrow / 


The invasion op IRAN by AFRASIYAB. 

The intelligence of Kaiis’s imprisonment was very soon 
spread through the world, and operated as a signal to all the 
inferior staths to get possession of Iran. Afrasiyab was the 
most powerful aspimnt to the throne ; and gathering an 
immense army, he hurried from Turdii, and made a rapid 
incursion into the^ country, which after three months he 
succeeded in conquering, scattering ruin and desolation where- 
asBV Im came. . 


1X4 


TfiE SSIh HXmEIT. 


Some of those who escaped from the field bent their steps 
towards Zdbulistaii, by whoa. Enstem was informed of the 
misfortunes in which Kiius was involved ; it therefore becaiiie 
necessary that he shoiila ^ain endcavouf to effect the libera- 
tion of his sovereign ; and accordingly, a^r assembling Ids 
troops from dilTercnfc quarters, the first thing Jie did was to 
, dispatch a messenger to Iliimaveran, with a letter, demanding 
the release of •the prisoners ; and in the event of a refusal, d(*- 
claring the king should suffer the same fate as the White Demon 
and the magician-monarch of Mazinderan. Although this 
threat produced considerable alarm in the breast of the king of 
ITainavenin, he arrogantly replied, that if Enstem wisiied to be 
placed in the same situation as Kaiis, ho was welcome to come 
as soon as he liked. 

TJpoii hearing this defiance, Rustem left Zabulistan, and after 
an arduous journey by land and water, arm ed at the ^nfincs 
of ITiimaverilii. The king of that country, roused by the noise 
and uproar, and bold aspect of the invading army, drew up his 
own forces, and a battle ensued, but he was unequal to stand 
his ground before the ovenvhelming courage of Rustem. His 
troops fled in confusion, and then almost in despair he anxiously 
solicited assistance from the chiefs of Berber and Misser, which 
wa« immediately given. Thus throe kings and their armies 
were opposed to the power and resources of one man. Their 
formidable ari’ay covered an immense space. 

Each proud his sti-ongcst force to bring, 

The eagle of valour flapped his wing. , 

* •* 

But when the kifig of Hamavertln beheld the person of 
Enstem in all its pride and strength, and commanding power, 
he paused with apprehension and fear, and intrenched himself 
well behind his own troops, Rustem, on the contrary, was full 
of confidcuce. 

^ t 

“ What, though there be a hundred thousand men 
Pi tched against one, what use is there in numbers 
When Heaven is on my side : with Heaven my friendi 
The foe will soon be mingled with the dust.” 
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Having ordered the trumpets to sound, he rushed on the 
enemy, moiiuted on Itakush, and committed dreadful havoc 
among them. 

It would be difficult to tell 
Ho'!^ many heads, dissevered, fell, 

Fighting his dreadful way ; 

On every side his falchion gleamed, 

Hot blood in every quarter streamed , 

On that tremendous day. 

Tlie chief of Hilmilvenin and his legions were the first to 
shrink from the conflict ; and then the king of Misser, ashamed 
of their cowardice, rapidly advanced towards the champion 
with the intention of punishing him for his temerity, but 
had no sooner received one of Rustem’s hard blows on his head, 
than he turned to flight, and thus hoped to escape the fury of 
his antagonist. That fortune, however, was denied him, for 
being instantly pursued, ho was caught with the kamund, or 
noose, thrown round his loins, dragged from his horse, and 
safely delivered into the hands of Bahriira, who bound him, 
•and kept him by his side. 

Ring within ring the lengthening kamund flew, 

And from his steed the astonisJicd moiiarcii drew. 

• 

Having accomplished this signal capture, Rustem proceeded 
against the troops under the shilh of Berberistjln, which, 
valorously aided as he was, by Zmira, he soon vanquished and 
.dispatched ; and impelling Rakush impetuously forward upon 
theshiih himself, made him and forty of, his principal* chiefs' 
prisoners of war. The king of Hdmiivcriin, seeing the horrible 
carnage, and the defeat of all his expectations, speedily sent a 
messenger to Rustem, to solicit a suspension of the fight, 
offering to deliver up Kdiis and all his warriors, and all the 
regal property and treasure which had been plundered from him. 
The troops *of t)ie three kingdoms also urgently prayed for 
quartet aUd protection,, and Rustem readily agreed to thtf 
Gonditiems. 
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“ to liberty restore, 

With all his chieff, J ask no more ; 
For him alone I conquering came ; 
Than him no other prize 1 claim." 


The RETUEN of KAl-KltTS. 

It was a joyous day when Kaus and his illustrious heroes 
were released from their fetters, and removed from the moun- 
tain-fortress in which they were confined. Rustem forthwith 
reseated him on his throne, and did not fail to collect for the 
public treasury all the valuables of the three states whi^^h had 
submitted to his power. The troops of Misser, Berber istiin, 
and ITamaveriln, having declared their allegiance to the Persian 
king, the accumulated numbci*s increased Kaiis’s army to up* 
wards of three hundred thousand men, horse and foot, and 
with this immense force he moved towards Irdii. Before 
marching, however, he scut a message to Afrasiyab, command- 
ing him to quit the country he had so unjustly invaded, and 
recommending him to be contented with the territory of 
Tiiran. 

Hast thou forgotten Rustem’s power, 

When thou wert in that perilous hour 
By him o’erthrown ? Thy girdle broke. 

Or thou hadst felt the conqueror’s yoke. 

Thy croA^:cliiig warriors proved thy shield, 

Tlicy saved and dragged thee from the field ; 

By them unrescued then, would’st thou 
Have lived to vaunt thy prowess now ? ’* 

This message was received with bitter feelings of resentment by 
Afrdsiydb, who prepared his army for battle pthout delay, and 
promised to bestow his daughter in marriage and a kingdom upon 
the man who should succeed in taking Rustem alive. This pro- 
clamation was a powerfiil. excitement : and when*' the enga.^ 
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menfc took place, mighty efforts ^were made for the reward ; but 
those who aspired to deserve it were only the first to fall. 
Afrasiyilb beholding J-he fall of so many of his chiefs, gashed 
forward to cope with the champion : but his bravery was 
unavailing; for,^siiflcring sharply under the overwhelming 
attacks of Ifestem, he was glad to eitect his escape, and retire 
from the field. In short, he rapidly retraced his steps to Tiiran,' 
leaving Kilns in full possession of the kingdom. 


With anguish stricken, he regained his home, 
After a wild and ignominious flight ; 

The world i)rcsenting nothing to his lips 
But poison-beverage ; all was death to him. 


Kiliis being again seated on the throne of Persia, he resumed 
the adbiinistration of affiiirs with admirable justice and liber- 
ality, and despatched some of his most distinguished warriors 
to secure the welfare and prosperity of the states of Mervi, and 
Balkh, and Nishapur, and Ilirat. At the same time he con- 
feiTed on Rustem the title of Jahdiu Pahlvan, or. Champion of 
the World. 

In safety now from foreign and domestic enemies, Kiliis 
turned his attention to pursuits very different from war^and 
conquest. He directed the Demons to construct two splendid 
palaces on the mountain Alberz, and separate mansions for the 
accommodation of his liouschold, which he decorated in the 
most magnificent manner. All the buildings were beautifully 
arraiigcd both for convenience and pleasure ; and gold and 
silver and precious stones were used so^lavishly, and flic bril- 
liancy produced by their combined effect was so great, that 
night and day appeared to be the same. 

Iblls, ever active, observing the vanity and ambition of the 
king, was not long in taking advantage of the circumstance, 
and he soon pertuaded the Demons to enter into his schemes. 
Accordingly one of them, disguised as a domestic servant, 
instrugted to present a nosegay to Kiliis ; and after re- 
^^N^i^fully kissing the groimd, say to him : — 
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“ Thou art great as king can be, 
Boundless in thy'bnajcsty ; 

What is all this earth to thee, 

All beneath the sky ? , 

T’eris, i. ’’tals, demons, hear 
Tliy commanding voice with fear; 
Thou art lord of all things here, 

But, thou canst not lly 1 

I’hat remains for thee : to know 
Things above, as things below, 

How the planets roll ; 

Ifow the sun his liglit displays, 

How the moon darts forth hei‘ rays ; 
flow the nights sii<;eeed the days ; 
What the secret cause betrays. 

And who directs the \\ hole 1 * 


V\m artful address of the Demon satisfied ESiUS of the 
imperfection of his nature, and the enviable ijower which he 
had yet to obtain. To him, therefore, it became matter of 
deep concern, how he might be enabled to ascend the Heavens 
without wings, and for that purpose he consulted his astro- 
logers, who presently suggested a way in which his desires 
might be successfully accomplished. 

They contrived to rob an eagle’s nest of its young, which 
they reared with great care, supplying them well with in- 
vigorating food, tiJl they grew large and strong. A frame- 
work of aloes-wood was then prepared ; and at each of the 
four corners w^as fixed perpendicularly, a javelin, sui*mouuted 
on the point witli flesh of a goat. At each corner again one 
of the eagles was bound, and in the middle Kdiis was seated 
in great pomp with u goblet of wine before him. As soon 
as the eagles became hungry, they endeavoured to get at the 
goat’s flesh upon the javelins, and by flapping their wings 
and flying upwards, they quickly raised up the throne fi:om 
the ground. Hunger still pressing them, and still being 
distant fr'om their prey, they ascended higher and higher in 
the clouds, conveying the astonished king far beyond his 
own country ; but after long and fruitless exertion their 
strength failed them, and unable to keep their wajr, the 
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fabric came tumbling down from the sky, and fell upon a 
dreary solitude in the kingdom of Chin. There Kaus Avas 
left, a prey to hunger, alone, and in utter despair, until ho 
was discovered by a band of Demons, whom his ahxious 
ministei’s had seni^in search of him. 

Rustem, a|id Giidarz, and Tiis, at length heard qf what had 
befallen the king,' and with fcchngs of sorrow not unmixod. 
with indignation, set off to his assistance. •‘‘Since I was 
born,” said Giidai*^, “never did I see such a man as Kiiiis. 
He seems to be entirely destitute of I’oason and understand- 
ing ; always in distress and affliction. This is the third 
calamity in Avhich he has wantonly involved himself. First 
at Mitzinderiin, then at Hamaverjln, and now he is being 
punished for attempting to discover the secrets of the Heavens!” 
When/they reached the wilderness into Avhich Kaus had faHen, 
Giidarz repeated to him the same observations, candidly telling 
him that he was fitter for a mad-house than a throne, and 
exhorting him to be satisfied with his lot and be obedient to 
God, the creator of all things. The miserable king was softened 
to team, acknowledged his folly ; and as soon as he was es- 
corted back to his palace, he shut himself up, remaining forty 
days, unseen, prostrating himself in shame and repentance. 
After that he recovered his spirits, and resumed the admi nitra- 
tion of affaim with his former liberality, clemency, and justice, 
almost rivalling the glory of Feridun and Jemshid. 

One day Rustem made a splendid feast ; and whilst he and 
•iiis brother warriors, Giw and Giidarz, and Tiis, were quaffing 
their wine, it was determined upon to foum a pretendediuutmg 
party, and repair to the sporting grounds of Afrasiyiib. The 
feast lasted seven days ; and on the eighth, preparations were 
made for the mJirch, an advance party being pushed on to 
reconnoitre the motions of the enemy. Afr<isiydb was sooii 
informed pf was going on, and flattered himself with the 
hopes of getting Rustem and his seven champions into his 
thrall, for which purpose he called together his wise men and 
"^Narriors, said to them : “ Xou have only to secure these 
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invaders, and K^us will soon cease to be the sovereign of 
Persia.’* To accomplish this bbjccfc, a Turanian aimy of thirty 
thousand veterans was assembled, and ordered to occupy all 
the positions and avenues the vicinity o? the sporting grounds. 
An immense clamour, and thick clouds of d^ st, which darkened 
the skies, announced their approach ; and when intelligence of 
their numbera was brought to llustem, the undaunted champion 
smiled, and said to Gariiz : Fortune favours me ; what cause 
is there to fear the king of Ti'min ? liis a}‘niy does not exceed 
a hundred thousand men. Were I alone, with Rakush, with my 
armour, and battle-axe, I would not shrink from his legions. 
Have I not seven companions in arms, and is not one of them 
equal to live hundred Turanian heroes 9 Let AfriLsiyiib dare to 
cross the boundary-river, and the contest will presently convince 
him that he has only sought his own defeat.” Proinpiiy at a 
signal the cup-bearer produced goblets of the red wine of 
Zfibul ; and in one of them Rustem pledged his royal master 
with loyalty, and Tiis and Zuilra joined in the convivial and 
social demonstration of attachment to the king. 

The champion arrayed in his buburiyan, mounted Rakush, 
and advanced towards the Turanian army. Afrasiydb, when he 
beheld him in all liis terrible strength and vigour, was amazed 
and disheartened, accompanied, as he was, by Tus, and Oudarz, 
and Giirgln, and Giw, and Bahraui, and Berzin, and Ferhiid. 
The drums and trumpets of Rustem were now heard, and 
immediately the hostile forces engaged with dagger, sword, and 
javelin. I)readful was the onset, and the fury with which the 
conflict continueeV In truth, so sanguinary and destruc- 
tive was^e battle, that Afnisiyiib exclaimed in grief and terror : 

If thifiLcarnage lasts till the close of day, not a naan of my 
anny wifi remain alive. Have I not one w;irrior endued with 
Bufficie|||jbravery to oppose and subdue this mighty Rustem 9 
What J^ot one fit to be mvarded with a diaieip, wifh my own 
thronb and kingdom, which I will freely give to the victor ! 
Pilsum heard the promise, and was ambitious of earning the 
reward ; but fate decreed it otherwise. His prodigmus effo’ 
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were of no avail. Alkiis was equally unsuccessful, though the 
bravest of the brave among the Tiinlnian warriors. Encoun- 
tering Kustem, his brain was pierced by a javelin wielded by 
the Persian hero, and'he fell dead from his saddle. This signal 
achievement astonished and terrified the Turanians, Avho, how- 
ever, made a furth^* despairing effort against the champion and 
his seven conquering companions, but with ijo better result, 
than before, and nothing remained to them excepting destruc- 
tion or flight. Cli|osing the latter they wheeled round, and 
endeavoured to escape from the sanguinary fate that awaited 
them. 

Seeing this precipitate mo\ement of the enemy, Rustem 
impelled Rakush forward in pursuit, addressing his favourite 
horse with fondness and enthusiasm : 

“ My valued friend — put forth thy speed, 

This is a time of pressing need ; 

Hear me away amidst the strife, 

Tliat I may take that despot’s life ; 

And with my ma c and javelin, AockI 
This dusty plain with foe-man’s bloud.’* 

Excited by his master’s cry, 

’J’he war-liorse bounded o’er the plain, 

Po swiftly tliat lie seemed to fly, 

Snorting with pride, and tossing high 
His streaming mane. 

And soon he reached that despot’s side, 

“ Now is' the time 1 ” the Champion cried, 

Q’his is the lioiir to victory given,” 

And flung his noose — which bound the king 
Fast for a moment in its ring ; 

But soon, alas ! the bond wa^riven. 

ITaply the Tartar-monarch slipt away, 

Not doomed to suifer on that bloody day ; 

And freed from tlirall, he hurrying led 
legions cross the boundary-stream, 

Leaving his countless heaps of dead 
To rot beneath the solar beam. 

• • 

Onward ho rushed with heart opprest. 

And broken fortunes ; he had quaffed 
Bright pleasure’s cup, — but now, uiiblcst, 

, Poison was xnlngl^ with the draught 1 
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TJie booty in horses, treasure, armour, pavilions, and tents, 
was immense ; and when the whole was secured, Hustein and 
his companions fell back to the sp(M.*ting-grounds already men- 
tionefl, from whence he ii^formed Kai-kiLus by letter of the 
victory that liad ])ccu gained. After reriaiiiing two weeks 
there, resting from the toils of W’ar and enj 3ying^ the pleasures 
of hunting, the party returned home to pky their respects to 
the Tersian king. 

And this is life ! Thus conquest and def-cat, 

Vniy the lights and shades of human scenes, 

And human thought. Whilst some, immersed in pleasure, 

Km joy the sweets, others again endure 
'J lie miseries of tlic world. Hope is deceived 
111 this frail dwelling ; certainty and safety 
Are only dreams which mock the credulous mind ; 

'I’iine sweeps o’er all things ; why then should the wise 
Mourn o’er events w’hich roll resistless on, 

And set at nought all mortal opposition 7 


The story of SOHRAB. 

Now further mark the scarchless ways of Heaven, 
]<\ather and son to mortal combat driven I 
Alas 1 the tale of sorrow must be told, 

The tale of tears, deiived from minstrel old. 


* Firdaaisi relates tl^iafc Busteiu, being on a hunting excursion 
in the neighbourhood of Turan, killed an onager, or wild ass,* 
which ho roasted in the forest ; and having allayed bis hunger, 
went to sleep, leaving his horse, Rakush, at liberty to graze. 
Ill the mean time a band of Tartar wand^ers appeai*ed, and 

Hunting the Gor, or wild-ass, appea^a ip hav^ beep a favourite sport in 
'j^ersia. Baliram the Sixth was sumapie^ Gor, in consequence of his being 
l)ceiiliar1y devoted to the pliase of thjp apupai, which at last cost him his 
life. » ^ 
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seeing so fiijie an animal astray, succeeded in securing him with 
their kamunds, or nooses, and conveyed him home. When 
Eustcm awoke from sleep he missed his favourite steed, and felt 
convinced from the sun’ouiiding traces of his footsteps that he 
had been captured ikid carried away. Accordingly he proceeded 
towards SainvUigiliil a small principality on the borders of 
Turdn, and his approach being announced to, the king, his 
majesty went on loot to receive him with due resident and 
consideration. Riii|ein, however, was in great wrath, and 
haughtily told the king that his horse had been stolen fronl 
him in his dominions, and that he had traced his footstejjs 
to Samengiin. The king begged that he would not be aiigiy, 
but become his guest, and lie would immediately order a search 
for the missing horse. Rustem was ajipeased by this concilia- 
tory a'iffress, and readily accepted the proffered hospitality. 
Having in the first place dispatched his people in quest of 
Rakush, the king of Samengau prepared a magnificent feast for 
the entcrtaiinncut of his illustrious guest, at which wine and 
^music and dancing contributed their several charms. Rustem 
was delighted with the welcome he received ; and when the 
hour of repose arrived, he was accommodated wdth a couch 
suitably provided and decorated. Soon after he had fallen 
asleep, he w^as awakened by a beautiful vision, which presented 
itself close to his pillow, accompanied by a slave girl with a 
lamp in lier hand. 


A moon-faced beauty rose upon his sight, 

Inkc the sun sparkling, full f)f bloom and fragrance ;« 
Her eye-brows bended like the archef’s bow, * 

Her ringlets fateful as the wanior’s kamund ; 

And graceful as the lofty cypress tree, 

fe1ie moved towai’ds the champion, who surpriscxl 

At this enchanting vision, asked the cause 

Wliich brought her thither. Softly thus she spoke : — 

“ I am the daughter of the king, my name 

Tahmlnchi no one from behind the screen 

Of privacy has yet beheld me, none ; 

Nor even heal’d the echo of my voice. 

But I have heard of thy pi'odigious deeds, 

Of unequalled valour and renown — 
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Rustem was still more astonished when he was apprized 
of the nature of tin's extraordinary adventure, and anxiously 
asked more particularly ^he object of her wishfM. She replied 
that she had become euemoured of him, on account of the 
fame and the f^lory of his actions, and consecpience had 
vowed to God that she would espouse no '^)thcr man. “I em- 
ployed spies to seize upon Rakush and secure him to obtain a 
ibal of his W'cd, and happily Almighty God has conducted 
thee to Samengau to fulfil my desires. I' have been irresistibly 
impelled to make this disclosure, and now I depart ; only, 
to-morrow, do thou solicit the consent of my lather to our 
union, and he certainly will not refuse to bless us.” Rustem 
acceded to the flattering proposal, and in the morning the 
nuptial engagement was sanctioned by the king. 


Joyous the monarch smiled, and gave his child, 
According to the customs of the kingdom. 

To that brave champion. 


Rustem could not remain long with his bride, and when 
parting from her he said ; “ If the Almighty should bless thee 
with a daughter, place this amulet* in her hair ; but if a son, - 


* It seems by the text that the Mohreli, or aniiilct, of Rustem was cele- 
brated throughout the world for its wonderful virtues. The hlohrchi Suliman, 
Solomons Seal, was a talisman of extraordinary power, said to be capable of 
rendering objects invisible, and of crcjiting every kind of magical illusion. 
Josephus relates that he saw a certain Jew, named Elcazar, draw the devil nn^ 
pf an ol^ woman’s nostril, by tlie ax)plication of fikjlomvn's Seal to her nose, in 
the presence of the KmiJcror Vespasian I Rut Mohreh is more properly an 
amulet, or spell, against misfortune. The wearer of one of them imagines 
himself safe under every situation of danger. 

The apx>lication of the magical instrument to the mouth was often indis- 
IJCnsable. Thus Angelica in the Orlando Furioso ; 

Del dito sc lo leva, e a mauo u inuno, 

ISe'l cliiiulc in l)Occa, e in men, chc nun balena, 

Cosi dagli ocelli di Uug^ier si cela, ( ^ 

Come fa il Hoi, quaiido la nube il vela. Canto Xf . St. 6. 

Then frem her hand she took with eager liaste, 

And twixt her lips, the shining circlet placed, 

And instant vanished fh)m Rogero's sight I 
Like rhoebus when a cloud obscures his light 
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bind it on his arm, and it will inspire him with the disposition 
and valour of Nariman.” Having said these words, and 
Rakush being at the same time restored to him, he took leave, 
and went away to his own country. • 

How wept tlat angcl-face at parting, grief 
Sul)ducd he J heart ; but when nine mont^ ' lad pifet, 

A boy was born as lovely as the moon, 

The image of his father, and of Sam, 

And Nariman— for in one little month 
He had attaiiyd tlio gi*owth of a full year ; 

His spreading chest was like the chest of ZAl. 

When nine, there was not in that coiuitry round 
One who^ould eqinil him in feats of aims. 


Hatim placcd^ie talisman in his mouth when he plunged into the cauldron of 
boiling oiL^^Scc Hatim Ta’i, a Persian Komance, full of magic, and the wild 
and marvellous adventures of Knight-cn-aiitry.] Aristotle speaks of the ring 
of Uattus which inspired the wearer with qratitudb and honor I Faith in 
rings and amulets prepared at particular seasons, under cerbiin mysterious 
forms and circumstances, is an ancient superstition, but in Persia and India, 
there is hardly a man without his Bazhbund, or bracelet, to i^reservc him from 
the influence of the Demons. “The women of condition, in Persia, have 
%mall silver plates of a circular form, upon which are engraved sentences fjom 
the Koran ; these, as well as the Talismans, they hind about their arms with 
pieces of red and green silk, and look ujwn them as never-failing '.hai-rns 
against the fascinations of tlio devil, wicked spirits, (Francklins Tour 

to Pcima. ) Ilustem had also a magic garment, or cloak, called according to the 
Burhani-katia, Buburiyau. Some say that he i-eceivcd it from his father Zal, 
and othei's, that it was made of the skin of Akwan Diw ; others again say, 
that it was made of the skin of a leopard, or some similar animal, which 
Rustem killed on the raountjwn Sham. It had the property of resisting the 
impression of every weapon, it was proof against fire, and would not sink in 
ipv^r. Something like the chaimi in the cui-se of Keliattia. 

I cliaim thy life, 

From the weapons of stvifi’, ' 

From stone and from Avootl, 

From fire and from thK)d, 

Fi-oiii the serpent’s tooth, 

And the beasts of blood. 

• 

Bubur is an animal of the tiger kind, said to be superior in strength to tlio 
lion. The famous heijpes of antiquity usually wore the skins of wild beasts. 
Hercules wore* the skm of the Nemsean lion. The skins of panthers and 
leopards were worn by tho Greek and Trojan chiefs, Viigil says of Acestes, 

• occuiTit Acestes, 

Hentidus in jaculis, et pelle Libystidos lursie. 


iEN. B. 5, V. 85. 
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The king of Samengan named him Sohrjib 5 and when the 
youth was ten years old, he said to his mother : “ People ask 
mo who my father is, and want to know his name !” To this, 
Tahihineh replied : “ Thv father’s name is Eustem, 

Sinro the Goci of creation created ijje earth, 

« To a hero like Rustem he never gaveibirth.V 

And she thcn'clescvibed the valour and renown of his ancestors, 
which excited in the breast of Sohrab ;he desire of being 
immediately introduced to bis father ; but his mother endea- 
voured to repress his engerness, and told him to beware — 

‘‘ For if he knows thou’rt his, lio will romovt -thoo 
From me, and thy sweet liomc ; from thee di\ itled, 

Thy mother’s heart will hreak in agony 1 ” , 

Rustem had sent a present of jewels and precious stones to 
Tahrninch, with inquiries respecting her oflspring, and the reply 
she returned was, that a daughter was the fruit of their union. 
This intelligence disappointed him, and ho afterwai’ds thought 
no mure of Samengaii. Tahmineh again said to Sohrilb ; 
“Beware also of speaking too publicly of thy relationship to 
Rnstcra, for fear of Afrj'isiyjlb depriving me of thee.” — “Never,’' 
sai(J lie, “ will I conceal the name of my father ; nay, I will go 
to him myself : — 

Even now, I will oppose the Tartar host, 

W hate’er their numbers — KMs shall be hurled 
]<Vom his imperial throne, and Tiis subdued — 

To Rustem I will give the crown and sceptre, 

. jVnd place him on the scat, whence Kdiis ruled 
* His myriad subjects — I wdll seize the throne 
Of stern AfrdsiyAb ; my javelin’s point 
Shall pierce the PIcaven of Heavens. And since ’tis so— 
Between my glorious father and myself. 

No crowned tyrant shall remain unpnnish| 2 d.” 

Tahmineh wept bitterly, but her entreaties were of no avail, 
— the youth being unalterably fixed in his determination. One 
day he told her that he wanted a suitable war- torse, and imme- 
diately the royal stables were explored i but the only animal ' 
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sufficient size and vigour that could be found there, was the 
foal produced from llakush, which was at length brought to 
him. 

IT is iicrve*and action pleased the boy, 

He stroked and patted him with joy ; 

And oi|his back the saddle placed, 

The minth and head the bridle p;raccd, 

And sflinging on th’ impatient stt’cd. 

He provc(l his fitness and his speed. 

Satisfied with thcihorse he had obtained, and the arms and 
armour with wJiitjli hJw^'is supj)licd, he announced his resolution 
of going to war a^aAst Kaiis, and conquering the kingdom of 
Persia for Ruste^ Tlie news of Sohnib’s preparations soon 
I’cached Afrdji^yab, who hailed the circumstance as peculiarly 
favourabl^l^ his own amliitious ends; and taking advantage of 
the yoiT^lf^ eiitliusiasm, sent an army to his assistance, declar- 
ing that Kiliis was also his enemy, and that lie was anxious to 
share with him in the glory of overcoming the imperial despot. 
Sohnlb readily accepted the offer, and the Tartar legions, his 
auxiliaries, were cominaiided by two noted w'arriors, Hiimitu 
*aud Barman, to whom Afnlsiydb gave the following instruc- 
tions : ‘‘ It must be so contrived that Rustem and Sohrslb 
shall not know each other’s pereon or name. They must’ be 
brought together in battle. Sohrdb is the youngest, and Will 
no doubt overcome Rustem, in which case the conqueror may 
be easily dispatched by stratagem, and when both arc destroyed, 
the empire of Petiia will be all my own I ” Furnished with 
tieso instructions, the Tartar leaders united with Sohrab, and 
commenced their march towards Persia. #There was a fertresa 
on the road, in which Hujir, a famous warrior, was stationed ; 
and when Sohrab arrived at that fortress, he rushed out alone 
to oppose the progress of the invader, crying hastily — 

*^And who art thou? t am myself Hujir 
The valkmt champion, come to conquer thee,* 

And to lop off that towering head of thine,” 


^This hauglffcy^ mannbr was common imoUs tho herocd of antiquity. ** And 
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Sohrslb smiled at this fierce menace, and a sharp conflict 
ensued between the two combatants, in which the vain boaster 
was precipitately thrown from his horse, and afterwards made a 
prisoner by the striplii., -warrior. Gurd-afrid, the daughter of 
Gustahem, perceiving this unhappy result, left the fort precipi- 
tately for the purpose of encountering the^ youth, and being 
'revenged upon him. ^ 

When tidings reached her of the fate Hujir 
Had thus provoked, she dressed hcrsel*Mii mail, 

And, hastily, beneath her helmet hid t 
Her glossy ringlets ; down she, from tin fort, 

C'ninc bravely like a lion, nobly moimtc(Li^ 

And as she approached the hostile army, crfil(^d 
With an undaunted voice. Sohrab beheld 
The gallant foe ^^ith smiles, believing her 
A boy of tender years, and, wondering, saw 
The vigour of the arm opi)oscd to him ; 

The foree with which the pointed spear was thrown. 

Assailed so bravely, he drew forth his noosc', 

And, casting it around the enemy, brought 
Her headlong to the gi-ound. Off flew her helm, 

When her luxuriant tresses scattered loose, 

And checks of iwliant bloom, her sex betrayed I 


When the astonishment produced by this unexpected dis- 
covery had subsided, Sohrilb regarded her with tender emotion, 
and securely made her his captive ; hut Gurd-afrid promptly 
addressed him, and said ; “ Allow me to return to the fort ; 
all the treasure and property it contains are at my command, 
and shall he given to thee as my ransom. My father is old, 
apd his^ fondest hopes are centered in me. Be therefore con- 
siderate and merciful.’’ Sohrdb was too young and ardent not 


the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto tho 
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.*' I. Samuel, xvii. 44. This is 
like the boast of Hujir. These denunciations are frequent in Homer as weU as 
Firdausi. Thus Diomed to Glaucus : 

If the fruits of 

Sustain thy life and human bo thy birth ; 

Bold as thou art, too prodigal of breath, 

Approach aud enter the dark gates of death I . 

Pope : luAD, vL ^ 
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to be carried away by his feelings ; he was affected by her 
beauty and her tears, and set her at liberty ! As soon as the 
damsel had re-entered fhe fortress, a council was held to deli- 
berate on the exigencies of tlie time, and the garrison resolved 
upon evacuating thc|place by secret passages during the ensuing 
night. When monjing dawned, Sohrab approached* the gate, 
and not a person was anywhere to be found. • .Grieved and 
disappointed, sorrow preyed deeply upon his heart, losing, as 
he had done, so foolimly, the lovely heroine of whom he had. 
become enamoured. J 

The fatlier, andylaughter, and the garrison, shaped their 
course immediately bo tlie court of Kiliis, to whom they related 
that a won^ml hero had come from Tiii-ilii, against whose 
courage in vain to contend, and said to be not more 

than fouiTeen years of age ! What then would he be, they 
thought, when arrived at maturity ! The capture of llujir, 
and the accounts of Solirilb’s amazing prowess, filled Kaiis with 
alarm, and the waiTior Giw was forthwith deputed to Zilbulistdn 
to call Rustem to his aid. The letter ran thus : — “ A youthful 
wan’ior, named Sohriib, has invaded Persia from Turiin, and 
tliou art alone able to a^xrt his destructive progress ; 

“ Thou art the sole support of Persia ; thou— 

Endued with nerve of more than human poVer ; 

Tliou art the conqueror of Miizindcrdn ; 

And at Hdmavenin thou didst restore 
The king to liberty and life ; liiy sword 
Makes the sun weep ; thy glorious actions fling 
Unequalled splendour o’er the kingly throne.” 


When the letter was received, Rustem inquired anxiously 
about the particular form and character of Sohrab, whom Glw 
described as being lijce Sdm and Nariiudn. This made him« 
ponder, and he thought it might be his own son ; but he re- 
. collected Tahiplneh had written from Sameiigiln, that her child 
Was a daughter ! He, however, still pondered, although Glw 
. f epeated the commands of the king that no time should be lost. 
^Il^^l^ess of the summons, Rustem called for wine and music, 
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and made a feast, which continued seven days. On the eighth 
he said, Tliis too must be a day of festivity ; ” and it was not 
till «thc iilnih that he ordered Rakusb, to be saddled for the 
journey. He then departed with his brother ZiUra and the 
Zdbul troops, and at length arrived at th^ royal court. Kilus 
was in gteat indignation at the delay tb.-*t had occurred, and 
directed botju Rustem and Giw to be impaled alive for the 
oflcncc they had committed in not attending to his instruc- 
. tions. Tiis was commanded to execute *%hi8 order ; but when 
he stretched out his hand towards Ivistem, the champion 
dashed it aside ; and retiring from tlie a^^.'^mbly, and vaulting 
upon his horse, thus addressed the king : — 

“ Woak and insensate 1 take not to thy breast " 

Bovourin" fire ; thy latest actions still 
Outdo the past in baseness. Go, thysell', 

And, if thou <;iinst, impale Sohrdb alive 1 
■When wrath inflames my heart, what is K.ii'is 1 
What, but a clod of earth? Him must I dread ? 

Xo, to the Almijddy power alone 1 bend. 

The warriors of the cm])ire sought to i)lat5C 
The crown upon my liead ; but I was faithful, 

And held the kingdom’s laws and customs sacred. 

Had 1 looked to tiic throne, thou would’st not now 
Have had the power witli which thou art surrounded, 

To injure one who is thy safest friend. 

But 1 deserve it all ; for 1 have ever, 

Ungrafeful monarch I done thee signal service.” 

Saying this, Rustem withdrew ; and as he went away, the 
hearts of all the courtiers and warriors sunk with the meet 
painful anticipations of unavoidable ruin to the empire. 
Gudarz afforded the only spark of hope, for he was in great 
favour with the king ; and it fortunately so happened, that 
by his interposition, the blind anger of Kdds was soon ap- 
•peased. His next office was to follow Rustem, and to restore 
the harmony which had been destroyed. He said to hup 

Thou know’st that Kdiis is a brainless king, 

Wayward, capricious, and to anger prone ; 

But quickly he rejicnts, and now he seeki| ' 

For reconciliation. If thgn’rt deaf 



THE SHlH NXMEE. 


131 


To this good change in him, and nourishest 
The scorn he has inspired, assuredly 
The people of our nation will be butchered ; 

For who can now resist the Tartar brand ? 
jersia again will groan beneath the yoke 
Of the Tiiraiiiau despot. Must it be ? 

Have pUy on thy countrymen, and never 
'lict it bl bruitcfl through the scornful world, 

That Itifctem feared to fight a beardless boy 1 

The speech of Gmdarz had its due effect ; and* the champion, 
with altered feclingl returned to the court of the king ; who, 
rising from his th^c, received him with the highest honour 
and respect, anc^lpologized for the displeasure into wliich he 
had been betM^. 

* Wrathful and wayward in my disposition, 

I felt impatient at the long delay ; 

But now i see my error, and repentaiiee 
Must, for that insult unprovoked, atone.” 

Rustem, in reply, assured the king of his allegiance, and of 
his readiness to undertake whatever might he desired of him 5 
but Kdus said ; — 

“ To-day let us feast ; let us banquet to-day. 

And to-morrow to battle we’ll hasten away.” 


Having feasted all night, in the morning KtUis placed all his 
warriors, and his army, under the command of Rustem ; wlio 
immediately set off to oppose the progress of Sohrab. 

The countless thousands seemed to hide the earth ; • , 

The Heavens, too, were invisible ; great 
And overspreading was the Persian host. 

.Thus they rolled on, until they reached the fort. 

The barrier-fort, where still SohrAb remained. 


Wl^en the stifling from the top of the fort first observed 
the approach of the Persians, he said to Hiimiln — “ Look, on 
every side aib the coming legions ; ” at which the Tartar chief 
^jgned pale. Put the yputli added— Feay not, by the favour 
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of Heaven I will soon disperse them ; ” and then co}|^^ 

goblet of wine, full of confidence in his own might, 

result ^of the expected battle. Descending from 

proceeded to his pavilion, pitched on the plain 

fort, and sat in pomp among the chiefs of the Tiirjlnian 

anny. * j 

Rustem repaited thither in secret, and in disguise,* to watch 
the motions of his formidable enemy, and beheld him sitting 
drinking wine, surrounded by great men a|ll heroes. Zindeh, 
a wan-ior, retiring from the banquet, saw he shadow of some 
one, and going nearer to the spot, found i to a man in 
ambush. He said, AVlio art thou ? when^ugtouJ 
him a blow on the neck, ii^hich stretched him liiUgg 
ground, and effected his escape. In a few minute another 
person came, who seeing the body, brought a light, a^j 
covered it to be Zindeh. "When the fatal circumstai^ 
communicated to Sohrdb, the youth well knew that it ir*g|. 
have been the work of the enemy, who laid secretly entCi^j 
his pavilion, and he solemnly vowed that next day he would bi 
revenged on the Irdnians, and especially on Kdiis, wherev^ he 
;night be found. 

In the mean time Rustem described to Kdus the appearance 
and ‘splendour of Sohrab : 

“ In stature perfect, as the cypress tree, 

No Tartar ever boasted such a presence ; 

Tilrdn, nor even Persia, now can shew 
A hero of his bold and gallant bearing ; 

Kneeing his form thou would’st at once declare 
That he is Sdm, the warrior ; so majestic 
In mien and action ! ” 


When morning dawned, Sohrdb took Hujir to the top of 

* It appears that in Rustem's time there was nothing dishonourable in the 
character of a spy. The adventure of Diomed and Ulysses, in the tenth l^k of 
the Iliad shows a similar conclusion with respect to the Glreeks. Alfred 
entered the hostile camp of the Danes, under the disguise of a haj^er, and 
so entertained them with his music and facetious humours, he met with 
a welcome reception.'* 
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the fortress, and speaking kindly to him, promised to release 
him if he would answer trulv what he had to ask. Com- 
mencing his anxioug inquiries, he then said : — “ To ivhom 
belongs that pavilion surrounded by elephants ? ” Hujir re- 
plied — “It belongl to king Kaiis.” Sohrab resumed — ^‘To 
whom belongs thi tent on the right ? ” — To the warrior 
Tiis.” “To whoil then, belongs that crimsou ^ pavilion ? ” — ‘ 
“ To Giidarz.” |Vhosc* is that green pavilion, with the 
Gavaiii b^^nner flyir over it, and in which a throne is seen ?” 
Hujir knew that lis was Rustem’s tent ; ^ut he reflected 
that if he told truth, Sohrab might in his wrath attack 
the chain pio iprcparcd, and slay him ; better it would be, 
he thoiiji.it^to deny his being present, and accordingly he 
said : — -^^hat tent belongs to the chief of the troops sent 
by the* Emperor of Chin in aid of king Kaiis.” “ Dost 
thou know his name ? ” — “ No, I do not.” Sohrjib meditated, 
and said in his heart : — “ I see here the plain indications of 
Rustem’s presence, which my mother gave me — why am I 
^deceived?” He again questioned Hujir, and received the 
^"same answer. “ Then where is Rustem’s tent ? ” he asked, 
impatiently. “ It appears that he has not yet iirrived from 
Ziibulistcin.” 

At this the stri})ling’8 hc.*iTt was sunk in gi-iof ; 

The tokens wliieli his mother gave, were all 
Conspicuous ; yot his father was denied ; 

So Fate decreed it. Still he liugcrinj^ hoped 
By further question, and encouragement, 

To win the important secret from Hujir. 

# 

Again he said, with persuasive gentleness, “ Look well 
around ; try if thou can’st find the tent of Rustem, and thou 
shalt be richly re^yarded for thy trouble.” “ Rustem’s tent 
may be in some degree similar to that ; but it is not Rustem’s.” 
Hujir thei^went pn in praise of the champion, and said 

“ When roused to fury in the battle-field, 

What is a man, an elephant, or pard ; 

The strength of five-score valiant men exceeds not 
Uustem’s unwearied nerve and towering frame.** ' 
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Then Sohnlb said to him Why dost thou praise Hustem 
ill this manner to me ? Where hast thou seen the strife of 
heroes?” Hiijir became alarmed, and ^thought within him- 
self, if I point out Rustem’s tent, no doubt he ivill be killed 
by this ambitious youth, and then there f\vill lie no one to 
defend the Persian throne. Sohrab continlied with emotion : 
— “Point out. to me the tent of RusLenu tins moment, or 
thou shalt die !” llujir again paused, aij^l said within liim- 
sglf: — “More honourable will it lie to^^ ’uuve the lives of 
Rustem and Kaus than my own. — AVhat " * uy life compared 
to theirs? — ISTotliing!” Ho then said alo^ ' : — “Why thus 
seek for a pretext to shed my blood — ivliy £!/se pretences, 
since my life is in thy power ! ” Sohrab turnel* from him 
in despair, and descending from the rampart on hich he 
stood, arrayed himself in armour, and prepared for batti|v 
His first object was to attack the centre where Kiliis was 
posted; thither ho. proceeded, and called out aloud:— “1 
have sworn to l)c revenged on K;iiis for the murder of 2in- 
deh ; if he has any honour let him meet me in single com- 
bat.” Sohrab stood alone on the plain, firm as the moimUin 
Albcrz, and such terror had seized upon the hearts .W^thc 
warriors, that not a man had courage enough to ad^TOe a 
step against him. After a short space, Sohrab calpd out 
again : — “Tlie king cannot be excused. It is not the custom 
of kings to be ivithout honour, or to skulk away like foxes 
from the power of lions in battle. 0 , Kaus, wherefore dost 
thou he^tate to enter the field ? 

“ Why have they named thee, Kai-KAils, the king, y 

If tliou’rt unfit to combat with the brave ? ” 

e 

Kdiis was appalled by the insulting boldness of the youth, 
and called to his friends to inform Rustcip of the dilemma 
into which he was thrown, and the panic of his warriors, who 
seemed deprived of their senses. But Rustem had resolved 
not to fight bn that day. “Let another chic?,” said 
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‘‘oppose the Tartar, and when he is overthrown it will he 
my turn.” Kd-iis then sent Tiis to urge him to comply, and 
the champion being made acquainted with the distress and 
terror of the king, liurried on his armour, and left his tent. 
On the way, he said to himself : “ This enemy must be of 
the demon-breed, cLherwise why should such an impression have 
been made on^he warriors, that they are afraid^ to oppose hhn.”* 
Then th^<^.,dig asile all apprehension on his o\^n account, and 
jdacing his trust in Ood, he appeared before >Sohrab, w- ho in- 
vited him to go to J little distance, and fight apart from the 
beholders. The imitation being accepted, Solirab said : “ No 
mortal lias p9^fSr to resist tiiis arm— 'thou must perish ! ” — 
“Why thi^oasting ? Thou art but a child, and where hast 
thou seerAhe conflicts of the valiant ? I am myself an old 
expcrivJiiced warrior ; I slew the White Demon and all his 
Demon-host, and neitlier lion, nor dragon, nor tiger, can escape 
from me. 

Compassion rises in my licari, 

T cannot slay thee — let us part 1 
Thy youth, thy gallantry, demand 

A different fate than murderous brand,” 

\ 

“ Perhaps,” replied Sohrab, “ thou art Knstem ! ” — “ No, I 
am only the servant of Rustem.” At this declaration, 

Asi)iring hope was turned to sjid dismay, 

And darkness quenched the joyous beam of day. 


At first the two combatants fought ^^'th spcai-s, which were 
soon shivered to pieces ; then with swords, which became 
hacked like saws, and then with clubs. So fiercely they con- 
tended that tlieir mail was torn in pieces, their weapons bent, 
and their horses almost exhausted. Blood and sweat pomed 
down on the grqund as they strugged, and their throats were 
parched with thiret. Both stood still for a while to breathe. 
Rustem said to himself : “ I never saw man or Demon with 
activity, and strength ; ” and Sohrdb thus addressed the 
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champion gaily, “When thou art ready, come and tiy the 
effects of bow and arrow ! ” They then engaged with bows 
and arrows, but without any decisive result. Afterwards they 
used their hands and arms in wrestling, and llustcra applied as 
much force as might have shaken a mountain, to raise Sob rah 
from the ground, but he could not move llim. Sohrab then 
endeavoured to lift up bis antagonist, but inf vain. Both were 
satisfied, and forsook each other’s hold. Sflirj'ib however had 
recourse to his mace, and struck a heavy How on the head of 
Rustem, who reeled with the pain it inflic'^ed. The laughing 
stripling, in consequence, spoke tauntingly him, and Rustem 
said, “ Night is coming on, we will i*esume the U Ulc to-morrow.” 
Sohrilb replied, “ Go, I have given thee enough, lowill now let 
Kalis feel the sharpness of my sword ! ” and, at the same 
moment that lie proceeded against the Persian king,'Pustcm 
galloiied forward to be revenged on the Tiirjlnians. But in the 
midst of his career, the unprotected situation of Kiliis struck 
his mind, and returning to his owm army, found that Sohrab 
had slain a number of his w'aiTiors, and was still com- 
mitting great havoc. He called to him, and said, “Let 
there be a truce to-night ; but if thou art still for war, 
oppose thyself to me alone ! ” Sohrab was himself wcaiy, 
and closed with the firet proposal. Both accordingly retired 
to their tents. 

In the night Kilns sent for Rustem, and observed, that during 
the whole period of his life he had never witnessed or heard of 
such overwhelming valour as had been exhibited by the young 
invader.;* to Avhich Rustem replied, “ I know not, but he seems 
to be formed of iron. 1 have fought him with sword, and 
arrow, and mace, and he is still unhurt. In the warrior’s art 
he is my superior, and Heavej<|kuows what may be the result 
to-morrow.” Having retired to his own place of mst, Rustem 
passed the night in petitions to the Almighty, and to his- 
brother Ziiara he said, “ Alas ! I have felt that the power 
of this youth’s arm is prodigious. Should any thing untoward 
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not of opposition to this triumpliant Tartar, for certainly the 
whole of Persia will fall under his control.” 

Meanwhile Sohnlb, having returned to his tent, said to 
Ildman, This old* man has the strength and the p'ort of 
Rustem ; God forbid that, if the signs which my mother gave 
be true, he should prove my father!” Human said, in answer: 
“ I have often sccli Rustem, and I know him ; but this is not 
the champion of .fersia — and though his horse*is like Rakush, 
it is not the sanic.l From this declaration of Human, Sohnib 
felt assured that this was not Rustem. 

As soon as th^morning dawned both the combatants w'cre 
opposed to caf'j>>«ther ; and wiicn the eye of Sohrab fell upon 
Rustem, an^/lhstinctive feeling of affection rose in Ids heart, 
and he wj/tied to close the contest in peace. 

** T^ot us toj^etber sit and shun the strife, 

Which sternly seeks each othci’s valued life ; 

Let others mix in fight, whilst we agree, 

And yield our liearta to peace and amity. 

Affection fills my breast with hopes and fears, 

For thee my cheeks arc overflowed with tears ; 

How liavc 1 ceaseless sought to know thy name. 

Oh, tell it now, thou man of mighty fame.” 

To this address, Rustem replied, that the Avords of the pre- 
ceding evening were of a different import, and the agreement 
was to >vrestlc to-day. ‘‘ I am not,” said he, “ a person of 
trick or artifice, nor a child, as thou art, but I am prepared 
to wrastle with thee.” Sohrab finding every effort fruitless, 
^41 his hopes disappointed, and his views frustrated at every 
step, dismounted and prepared for the ^contest. Rusttein was 
already on foot, tightening his girdle previous to the struggle. 

Like lions they together tugged, and strained 
Their nervous limbs ; — and from their bodies flowed 
Streams of red blood and sweat. Sohrab with force 
Equal* to a, mad elephant’s, raised up 
The champion, and upon the sandy plain 
Dashed him down backward. I’hcn upon liis breast, 

Fierce as a tiger on a prostrate elk, 

He all ready to lop off the head. 
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Bufc Ruslem called out in time, and said, “ According to 
the custom of my countiy, the first time a combatant in 
wrestling is thrown, his head is not severed from his body? 
but only after the second fall.” As soon as Sohrilb heard 
these words, he returned his dagger into the sheath, and 
allowed his antagonist to rise. 

• When the youth returned to his tentj and told Humiin 
what he had done, the Tuniniau chief Ijimented deeply the 
thoughtlessness of his conduct. “ To cnernare the lion,” said 
he, and then set him at liberty to de\ mr thee, was cer- 
tainly a foolish thing !” But Sohrab sa.J^ “lie is still in 
my power, being inferior to me in skill and f'/;rength, and I 
shall to-moiTow be able to command the same gdvaiitage.’ 
To this. Human replied, ‘‘ The wise never look upon gn enemy 
as weak and contemptible ! ” 

When Rustem had escaped from the battle with Sohrab, 
he purified himself with water, and prostrated himself all 
night in devotion t.o the Almighty, pi’aying that his former 
strength and power might bo vouchsafed to him. It is said 
that in the first instance Hod gave him so much strength, 
that in phicing his foot upon a rock it sunk to its centre. 
But as he was thus unable to walk, he prayed for a suitable 
diminution of power, and the prayer was accepted. With 
this diminished power, though still prodigious, he was now 
again favoured, and on the following day the fight was re- 
newed. What ! here again ? ” said Sohrab, triumphantly. 

, " Again th^ir backs they wrestling bend,* 

Again their limbs they seem to rend ; 

They seize each other’s girdle-band, 

And strain and grasp with foot and hand. 

Doubt hanging still on cithci’ side, 

From morn to sombre even-tide. ‘ 


* Wrestling is a favourite sport in the east. From Homer down to Statius, 
the Greek and Roman poets have introduced wrestling in their Epic ]^cms. 
Wrestlers, like the gladiators at Rome, are exhibited in India on a variety of 
occasions. Prize wrestlers were common in almost every European natk 
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At leilgth Rustem made a powerful efiFort, and got Sohritb 
under hiih. Apprehensive however that he had not strength 
enough to keep him fhere, he plunged his dagger in the side 
of the unhappy youth, and fatally prevented all fiilthcr re- 
sistance. Groaning heavily, the dying Sohrab said: “Alas! 
I came here in anxious search of my father, and it has cost 
me my life. But If thou wert a fish, and sought refuge at 
the bottom of the Vcean, or a star in the heavens, my father 
will he revenged on thee for this deed.’’ — “What is thy 
father's name ? ” the champion. “ His name is Rustem, 
and my another J^^hc daughtc’’ of the king of Sainengan.” 
On hearing words, the world faded before Rustem’s 

eyes, and lyr fell senseless on the ground. After spine time 
he rose }\j in deep agitation, and asked Sohrab what tokens he 
possessed to prove the truth of his assertion, — “for I am 
Rustem ! ” he said in agony. “ Alas ! ” rejoined Sohrab, 
“ the instinctive feeling was ever at my heart, but, wonderful 
to say, it received no mutual assurance from thine 1 If a 
•token is required, ungird my mail, and there behold the 
amulet which my mother bound on my arm, and which 
Rustem gave to her, saying that it w'^ould be of extraordinary 
use on a future day.” The sight of the amulet was an over- 
whelming blow to the father — he exclaimed in bitterness of 
soul ; “ 0 cruelly art thou slain my son ! my son ! What 
father ev6r thus destroyed his own olfspring ! I shall never 
be relSSsed from the horror of this dreadful crime, and therc- 
fdre better will it be that I put an end to my own existence ! ” 
But Sohrslb dissuaded him from this rcs^rlution. “ It 1ms be(5ii 

Tho old poet Drayton in his Foly-Olbion alludes to this manly exercise in 
England. * 

This isle In wrestling doth excel ; 

With collars bo they yoked, to prove the ann at Icngili, 

Xike bulls set head to head, with ineer deliver sti'engtli : 

Or by the girdles grasp'd, they practice with the hip, 

The forward, backward, falx, tlic mar, the turn, the trip i 
When stript Into their shirts each other they invade, 

Within a spacious ring, for tho beholders made, 

Aceuitling to the law. 
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my destiny tlins to perish, it can be of no avail to kill thyself. 
Let me depart, alone — and thou remain for ever.” Rustem, in 
utter despair, flung himself on the ground, and covered his 
head with dust and ashes ; whilst Sohntb continued writhing 
and fluttering like a bird, from the anguish of his wound. 

When the people of Kaiis perceived Rakush riderless, they 
reported to him that Rustem was dead, ^nd a loud wail of 
soiTow arose iFrom the whole army. messenger who wr.s 
sent to ascertain the particulars of the misfortune, found Rus- 
tem rolling in the dust in the deepest aff/ction, and Sohriih at 
the point of death ; and raising up the hc^^^ of the cjiampion, 
asked him what had happened. “ I have doill J:hat,*’ said he, 
“ which has made me weary of life. I have, in my old age, 
slain my son ! ” Ziiiira, his brother, hearing this* ^urned in 
sorrow to 8ohrab, who said to him : “ Such is my destiny, such 
the will of fortune. It was decreed that I should perish by the 
hand of my father. I came like a flash of lightning, and now 
I depart like the empty wind.” Both Rustem and Ziulra were 
inconsolable, but Sohrab again tried to soothe them, and said,, 
“ No person remains for ever in the world ; then why this 
grief ? ” Ho then addressed Rustem, “ 0 let not those who 
have followed my fortunes be put to trouble, or punished on my 
account, — they arc not to blame.” And Rustem set his mind 
entirely at rest about them. 

Giidarz was now sent by the champion to Kilns to ask him 
for a cordial balm which he possessed of wonderful virtue, in 
the hope that it might restore Sohrab to life. But when ihc 
k*ing heard the requefbt, he said : “ Doubtless the cordial will 
make him better, but I cannot forget the scandal and disgrace 
which this youth heaped upon me even in presence of my own 
aimy. Besides which, he threatened to deprive me of my 
crown, and give it to Rustem. I will not serve him.” 

When GAclarz heard this cruel speech, 

Which flinty heart alone could teach, 

He hastened back and told the tale ; 

But though it was his fate to fail, 
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Rustem himself, the king might calm, 

And gain the life-reviving balm 1 
Then Rustem to his sovereign went, 

But scarcely had he reached the tent, 

Krc news arrived that all was past, — 

The warrior-youth had breathed his last ! 

Sustem returned ^ with the utmost speed, and tontinued 
mourning intensely. \ ‘‘ Son of the valiant ! thou* art gone, the 
descendant of lieroes yias departed, liight would it be were I 
to cut olf both my binds, and sit for evermore in dust and 
darkness.” The bo^ of Sohiilb was then placed on a bier, 
and there ^was notl\i^ but lameii- ation. 

Alas 1 /.or that valour, that wisdom of thine, 

Alas/^ that sweet life thou wert doomed to resign ; 

Ah:s I for the anguish thy mother must feel, 

And thy father’s affliction, which time will not heal. 


The champion now proceeded to his tent, and consigned all 
his property, \<’arlike appurtenances, and armour, to tlie flames. 

Why should affection cling to this vain world, 

Still fleeting, never for a moment fixed i 
Who that has reason or reflection ever 
Can be deceived by life’s delusive joys ? 


Kdiis himself now repaired to Rustem, and offered him the 
consolation he required : 

“ No one is free from sorrow, all 
Who sojourn on this earthly ball, 

Must weep o’er friends and kindr<yl gone, 

And some are left to mourn, alone. 

’Twas ever thus since time began. 

For sorrow is the lot of man.” 


Upon this Rustem observed: “Thus it is, the arrow has 
reached the mark. My son is dead I and after this, I shall 
never more gird my loins against the Turanians. Let me 
request that F "anto may be allowed to return with his army 
td }iis own country, and that peace be made with 
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Afnisiydb.” The king acceded to this solicitation, saying,' 
“ My heart bleeds for thee, and on thy account I will overlook 
the injuries and insults which I have received from my implac- 
able'' enemy. Let them go.” Ziidra was appointed to see Hiimdn 
and the Tartar troops across the Jihiin, and at the same time 
Kiiiis with his army returned to Irdii. 

Meanwhile Rustem accompanied the biei’^of Sohrdb to Sistan, 
and was met 'by Zill, with his household an*'^ troops in mourning 
raiment, throwing ashes ovei- their heads. ^He said to his father, 
“Alas! in this narrow coffin lies the* very image of Silm 
Si'iwjir ! ” and when the bier was conveyed^'into the house, ^oud 
and continued lamentations burst forth fro*'^^ tlie mother of 
Rustem and the women of her family. At lengthy the body of 
Sohrdb was honourably interred, and a lasting^^^ monument 
erected to his memory. 

When the melancholy tidings of the stripling’s fate arrived 
at Samengdn, and were communicated to Tahmineh, she lighted 
a fire and threw herself into it ; and when rescued fropi the 
flames by her people, she burnt her flowing hair, and disfigured 
her body in the agony of desperation. 


With her clenched hand she tore her raven locks, 
Locks of ensnaring beauty, as these words, 

Uttered with frenzied look, and ti’cmbling accent, 
Fell from her lips : “ My child, my darling child j 
Where art thou now, mixed with the worthless earth, 
In a remote, inhospitable land ? 

Seeking thy father, what hjist thou obtained 2 
Death from a i)arent*s hand I O how I loved thee, 
gAnd watched thee night and day ; whom can I now 
Clasp in these longing arms, to whom relate 
The agony I suffer I 0 my child I 
Where were the tokens which I gave to thee, 

Why didst thou not present them to his view? 

But wherefore did I madly stay behind, 

And not point out to tlicQ thy mighty father ? V 
Thus wildly she exclaipipd, and all around ' 

Seeing her fraiitic grief, shed floods of tea^s. 

The stripling’s horse was brought, ai}d tq her boso^ 
She pressed the hoofs, and kissed the head and face, 
iBathihg them with her tears. His mhiil, ai^'hpliq, ^ 
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Were all before ber, and with these she beat 
Hot bursting head, as if she could not feel 
Aught but the wounds of her maternal spirit. 

Thus she unceasing raved and wept by turns, 

Till one long y(jar had passed— then, welcome death 
Released her from the heavy load of life, 

The pressure of unmitigated woe. 


•t 


Thm STOEY OP SAIAWUSH. 

Early f ao moniing as the cock crew, Tiis arose, and accoiur 
panied by Griw and Gudarz aud a company of horsemen, pi*o- 
ceeded on a hunting excursion, not far from the banks of the 
Jihiin, where, after i-anging about the forest for some time^ 
they happened to fall in with a damsel of extreme beauty, with 
smiling lips, blooming cheeks, and fascinating mien. They said 
to her ; 

“ Never was seen so sweet a flower, 

In garden, vale, or fairy bower ; 

The moon is on thy lovely face, 

Thy cypress-form is full of grace ; 

But why, with charms so soft niid meek, 

Dost thou the lonely forest seek i ” 

« She replied that her father was a violent man, and that she 
had loft her home to escape his anger. She had orossedjthe 
river Jlhiin, aud had travelled several leagues on foot, in con- 
sequence of her horse being too much fatigued to bear her 
farther. She had at that time been three days in the forest. 
On being questioned respecting her parentage, she said her 
father’s name was Shlwer, of the race of Feriduu. Many 
B wet^igns bad been suitors for her hand, but she did not 
,ap^>rQve of ope pf them. At last he wanted to marry her to 
,qf Tdr&n, but ab@ refused him on ageoupV 
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of his ugliness and bad temper ! This she said was the cause 
of her father’s violence, and of her flight from home. 


“ But when his angry mood is e'er, 
He’ll love his daughter as before ; 
And send his horsemen far and near, 
To take me to my mother dear ; 
Therefore, I would not further stray. 
But here, without a murmur, stay^” 

c " t) 


The hearts of both Tiis and Giw were eqhally inflamed with 
love for the damsel, and each was equally determined to support 
his own pretensions, in consequence of which a quaiTcl arose 
between them. At length it was agreed to refer the matter to 
the king, and to abide by his decision. When, however, the 
king beheld the lovely object of contention, he wa^not dis- 
posed to give her to either claimant, but without hesitation 
took her to himself, after having first ascertained that she was 
of distinguished family and connection. In due time a son 
Was born to him, who was, according to the calculations of the 
a^rologers, of wonderful promise, and named Sai^wush. The 
prophecies about his surprising virtues, and his future renown, 
male Kiliis anxious that justice should be done to his opening 
talejdts, and he was highly giutified when Rustem agreed to 
take him to ZAbulistdn, and there instruct him in all the ac- 


complishments which were suitable to his illustrious rank, , He 
was accordingly taught horsemanship and ^ 
duct .. 1 

leopard, made faff^uiar with the manners and duty 
hn^, an^the harf..^ Oh.valry of the age. His progress in the 
attejnment of spedes of knowledge and sdence was sur! 

pnsing, anj^y fh hunting he never stooped to the pursuit of 
animals -inferior to the lion or the tiger. It was not long before 
youth felt anxious to pay a visit to his fatW, and Eustem 
wilhngly complying with his wishes, accompanied his accom- 
plished pupil to the royal court, where they were both received 
with becoming distinction, Saidwush having folfilled K^iia 
expectations in the highest degree, and the king’s grstitnde Jd 
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the champion being in proportion to the eminent merit of his 
services on the interesting occasion. After this, however, pre- 
ceptors were continued to enlighten his mind seven years 
longer, and then he was emancipated from further application 
and study. 

One day Sudiiveh^ the daughter of the Shah of Hiimjiveran, 
happening to sec S»fiit\vush sitting with his father, the beauty 
of his person made a' } instantaneous impression on her heart. 


The fire of love consunietl her breast, 
The thoughts of him denied her rest. 
For him alone she p’ued in grief, 
From him alone she sought relief. 
And called him to her secret bower, 
To while away the pas^fing hour : 

But SaiAwush refused the call, 

He would not shame his father’s hall. 


The enamoured Siidaveh, however, was not to be disap- 
pointed without further effort, and on a subsequent day she 
boldly went to the king, and praising the character and attain- 
ments of his son, proposed that he should be united in marriage 
to one of the damsels of royal lineage under her care. For the 
pretended purpose therefore of making his choice, she requested 
he might be sent to the harem, to see all the ladies and fix on 
one the most suited to his taste. The king approved of the 
proposal, and intimated it to Saiawusli ; but Saidwush was 
modest, timid, and bashful, and mentally suspected in this 
overture some artifice of Sudavch. He accordingly hesitated, 
but the king overcame his scruples, and the youth at^l^jiigtli* 
^.aired to the shubistiin, as the retired apartments of the 
women are called, with fear and trembling. When he entered 
wit^'A the precincts of the sacred place, he was surprised by 
t’ richness and magnificence of every thing that struck his 
sight. He was delighted with the company of beautiful women, 
and he observed Suddveh sitting on a splendid throne in an 
interior chamber, like Heaven in beauty and loveliness, with a 
Tj^net on her head, and her hair* floating round her in musky 

L 
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ringlets. Seeing him she descended gracefully, and clasping 
him in her arms, kissed his eyes and face with such ardour and 
enthusiasm that he thought proper to retire from her endear- 
ment; "and mix among the other damsels, who placed him on a 
golden chair and kept him in agreeable conversation for some 
time. After this pleasing interview he re|iUrned to the king, 
and gave him*a very favourable account (^f his reception, and 
the heavenly P])leudour of the retirement^ worthy of Jeinslud, 
Feridiin, or lliishciig, which gladdened his father’s heart. Kalis 
repeated to him his wish that he would at once choose one of the 
lights of the harem for his wife, as the astrologers had prophe- 
.sied on liis marriage the birth of a prince. But Saiawush 
endeavoured to excuse himself from going again to Siidavch’s 
apartments. The king smiled at his weakness, and assured 
him that Siidaveh was alone anxious for his happiness, upon 
which the youth found himself again in licr power. She was 
suiTouiided by the damsels as before, but, whilst his eyes were 
cast down, they shortly disapiDcared, leaving him and the 
enamoured Siidaveh together. She soon approached him, and 
n^l^Vingly said ; 

“ 0 why the secret keep from one, 

Whose heart is fixed on thee alone 1 
♦Say ^Yho thou art, from whom descended, 

Some Tcri with a mortal blended. 

For every maid who secs that face, 

That cypress form replete Avitli "race, 

Becomes a victim to the wiles 
Whieii nestle in those dimi>lcd smiles ; 

Bccoiiicjj^ thy own adoring slave, 

Whom iiothing but thy love can save.” 


To this Saiiiwush made no reply. The history of the adven- 
ture of Kiiiis at irainitveraii, and what the Ling and his warriors 
endured in consequence of the treachery of the father of Siida- 
vch, flashed upon his mind. He therefore was full of appre- 
hension, and breathed not a word in answer to her fondness. 


SiuUveh observing his silence and reluctance, 
herself the veil of modesty, 
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And fiaid : 0 be my own, for I am thine, 

And clasp me in thy aims 1 ” And then she sprang 
To the astonished boy, and eagerly 
Kissed his deep crimsoned cheek, which filled his soul 
With strange confusion. “ When the king is dead, 

0 take me to thyself ; sec how I stand, 

Body and soul devoted unto thee.” 

In his heart he said : This never can be : 

This is a demon’s work — shall I be treaehorousjf 
What 1 to niy own dear father ? Never, never ,* * 

1 will not Ihus bo tempted by the devil ; 

Yet must I jiot be colil to this wild woman, 

For fear of furtlier folly.” 


Saitlwush then expressed his r'^adiness to be united in mar- 
riage to her daughter, and to no other ; and when this intelli- 
gence was conveyed to Kiliis by Sudaveh herself, his majesty 
was extremely pleased, and munificently opened his treasury 
on the happy occasion. But Sddaveh still kept in view her 
own design, and still labouring for its success, sedulously read 
her own incantations to prevent disappointment, at any rate to 
punish the uncomplying youth if she failed. On another day 
She sent for him, and exclaimed : 


“ X cannot now dissemble ; since I saw thee 
I seem to be as dead — my heart all withered. 

Seven years have passed in unrequited love — 

Seven long, long years. O I be not still obdurate, 

But with the generous impulse of affection. 

Oh, bless my anxious spirit, or, refusing. 

Thy life will be in peril ; thou shalt die 1 ” 

■*“ Never,” replied the youth ; O, never, never ; 

Oh, ask me not, for this can never be,” 

i 

Saidwush then rose to depart precipitately, but Suddveh 
observing him, endeavoured to cling round him and arrest his 
flight. The endeavour, however, was fruitless ; and finding at 
length her situation desperate, she detennined to turn the 
adventure i^ito her own favour, by accusing Saitlwush of an 
atrocious outrage on her own person and virtue. She accord- 
ingly tore her dress, screamed aloud, and rushed out of her 
apahS^ent to inform Kaiis of the indignity she had suftered. 

Viiioi^ Ixer woKien the most clamorous lamentations arose, and 

® L 2 
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echoed on every side. The king, on hearing that Saidwiish 
had preferred Sudsiveh to her daughter, and that he had medi- 
tated so abominable an oirencc, thought .that death alone could 
expiate his crime. ITe therefore summoned him to his pre- 
sence ; but satisfied that it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
to ascertain the truth of the case from either party concerned, 
he had recourse to a test which he thought' would be infallible 
and conclusive, lie first smelt the hands of Saifiwush, and 
then his garments, which had the scent of rose-water ; and 
then he took the garments of Siidiiveh, which, on the contrary, 
had a strong flavour of wine and musk. Upon this discoveiy, 
the king rcsoh ed on the death of Siidaveh, being convinced of 
the falsehood of the accusation she had made against his son. 
But when his indignation subsided, he Avas induced on various 
accounts to forego that resolution. Yet he said to her, “ I am 
sure that Saiawush is innocent, but let that remain concealed.” 
Sudilveh,hoAvever, persisted in asserting his guilt, and continually 
urged him to puiiisli the reputed offeiider, but without being 
attended to. 

At length he resolved to ascertain the innocence of Saiiwush 
by the ordeal of fire ; and the fearless youth prepared to 
undergo the terrible trial to which he was sentenced, telling 
his father to be under no alarm. 

“ The truth (and its reward I claim), 

AVill bear me safe through fiercest flame.” 

A tremendous fire was accordingly lighted on the adjacent 
plain, which blazed lo an immense distance. The youth w’as 
attired in his golden helmet and a wliite robe, and mounted on 
a black horse. He put up a prayer to the Almighty for protec- 
tion, and then rushed amidst the conflagration, as collectedly Jis 
if the act had been entirely free from peril. When Siidaveh 
heard the confused exclamations that Avere uttered at that 
moment, she hurried upon the terrace of the palace and Avit- 
ncssed the appalling sight, and in the fondness of her hearty 
wished even that she could sliarc his fate, the fate of f/im of 
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whom she was so deeply enamoured. The king himself fell 
from his throne in horror on seeing him surromuled and 
cn\'eloped in the flames, from which there seemed no chance 
of extrication ; but the gallant youth soon rose up, like’ the 
moon from the bursting element, and wont through the ordeal 
unharmed and untouched by the lire. Kiius, on coming to his 
senses, rejoiced exceedingly on the happy occasion, and his 
severest anger ^Yas directed agtiinst Siidiiveh, ^^•ilOln he now 
determined to put to death, not only for her own guilt, but for 
exposing his son to such imminent danger. The noble youtli, 
however, interceded for her. Sudaveh, notwithstanding, still 
continued to practice her charms and incantations in secret, to 
the end that ftaiawush might be put out of the way ; and in 
this pursuit she was indeed indefatigable. 

Suddenly intelligence w'as received that Afnlsiyab had 
assembled another army, for tlie purpose of making an irrup- 
tion into Iran ; and Kfuis, seeing that a Tartar could neither 
be bound by promise nor oath, resolved that he would on this 
occasion take the field liiinself, i)enetratc as far us Balkh, and 
sizing the country, make an example of the inhabitants. But 
Saiiiwusb perceiving in this prospect of alVairs an o])portunity 
of becoming free from the machinations and witchery of Sii- 
diiveb, earnestly requested to be employed, adding that, with 
ilie advice and bravery of Enstem, Ife would be sure of success. 
^J'lic king referred the matter to KusLem, who candidly declared 
that thf^rj was no necessity wdiatever for his majesty proceeding 
I)crfynally to the war ; and upon this assurance he threw open 
liis treasury, and supplied all the resources of the ent^yre tor 
equip the troops appointed to accompany them. After one 
month the army marched towards Balkh, tlio point of attack. 

On the other side Gerslwaz, the ruler of Balghar, joined the 
Tartar legions at lialkh, commanded by Birnnln, who both 
sallied forth to oppose the Persian host, and after a conflict of 
three days were defeated, and obliged to abandon the fort. 
When the accounts of this calamity reached Afnisiytlb, he was 
the^utmost terror, which was increased by a dreadful 
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drc&m. He thought he was in a forest abounding with serpents, 
and that tlie air was darkened by the appearance of countless 
eagles. The ground was parched up with heat, and a whirlwind 
hurted down his tent and overthrew his banners. On every 
side flowed a river of blood, and the whole of his amiy had 
been defeated and butchered in his sight. He was afterwards 
taken prisoner, and ignoaiiniously conducted to Kaiis, in whose 
company he beheld a gallant youth, not more than fourteen 
years of age, who, tlic moment he saw him, plunged a dagger 
in his loins, and with the scream of agony produced by the 
wound, he awoke. Gersiwaz had in the meantime returned 
witli tlic remnant of his force ; and being informed of these 
particulars, endeavoured to console Afnlsiyilb, by assuring him 
that the true interpretation of dreams was the reverse of ap- 
pearances. But Afrfisiyab was not to be consoled in this 
manner. lie referred to his astrologers, who, however, hesi- 
tated, and were unwilling to afford an c^cplanation of the 
mysterious vision. At length one of them, upon the solicited 
promise that the king would not punisli him for divulging the 
truth, described the nature of the warning implied in what had 
been witnessed. 


“ And now I throw aside the veil, 
AVliich hides the darkly shadowed tale. 
Led by a ]n’ince of prosperous star, 

The Persian legions sj»eed to war, 

And in his horoscope we scan 
The lordly victor of U’urdn. 

Tf thou shouldst to the conflict rush, 
Opposed to conquering Saidwush, 

•I ' Thy Turkish cohorts will be slain, 

And all tby saving efforts vain. 

For if he, in the threatened strife, 
Should haply chance to lose his life j 
Thy country’s fate will be the same, 
Stripped of its throne and diademi” 


Afr^iydb was satisfied with this interpretation, and felt the 
prudence of avoiding a war so pregnant with evil consequences 
to himself and his kingdom. He therefore deputed Gersiw-ji^' 
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to the he^-quarters of Saiawush, with splendid presents, con- 
sisting of horses richly caparisoned, armour, swords, and other 
costly articles, and a written despatch, proposing a termination 
to hostilities. . 

In the meantime Saiawusli w^as anxious to pursue the enemy 
across the Jiliiin, but was dissuaded by his friends. When 
Gerstwaz arrived on his embassy he was received with distinc- 
tion, and the object of his mission being undt'r§tood, a secret ' 
council was held upon what answer should be given. It was 
then deemed proper to demand : first, one hundred distin- 
guished heroes as hostages ; and secondly, the restoration of 
all the provinces which the Turanians laid taken frojn Iran. 
Gersfwaz sent immediately to Afrasiyab to iiifoi’in him of the 
conditions required, and witliout the least delay they were 
approved. A hundred warrioi*s were soon on their way ; and 
Bokhara, and Sainerkdiid, and llaj, and the Ihinjab, were 
faithfully delivered over to Kaiawnsli. Afi*asiyab liimself re- 
tired towards Gungduz, saying, “ I have Inid a terrible dream, 
and I will surrender whatever may be required from me, rather 
•than go to war.” 

The negotiations being concluded, Saiawusli sent a letter to 
his father by the hands of Rustem. Rumour, however, had 
already told Kfuis of Afrdsiyab’s dream, and the terror he had 
been thrown into in consequence. The astrologers in his 
service having prognosticated from it the certain ruin of the 
TiirAniaii king, the object of Rustem’s mission was directly 
contrary to the wishes of Kiliis ; but Rustem contended that 
the policy was good, and the terms were good, and hg thereby 
incurred his majesty’s displeasure. On this account Kliis ap- 
pointed Tus the leader of the Persian army, and commanded 
him to marcli against Afrdsiydb, ordering Saiilwush at the same 
time to return, and bring with him his hundred hostages. At 
this command Saiiiwush was grievously offended, and consulted 
with his chieftains, Bihrjlm, and Zinga, and Slnlweran, on the 
fittest oom*se to be pursued, saying, “ 1 have pledged my word 
^tbe fulfilment of the terms, and what will the world say if I 
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do not keep my faith ? ” The chiefs tried to quiet his mind, 
and recommended him to write again to IWus, expressing his 
readiness to renew tlie war, and return the hundred hostages. 
But ’Saiawmsh was in a diflerent humour, and thought as Tus 
had been actually appointed to the eoinniiiiid of the Peraian 
army, it would be most advisable for him to abandon his 
country and join Afnlsiyab. The chiefs, upon hearing this 
singular resolution, unanimously attempted to dissuade him 
from pui-suiug so wild a course as throwing himself into the 
2 )ower of his enemy ; but he was deaf to their entreaties, and 
ill the stubbornness of his spirit, ivrotc to Afrasiyilb, informing 
him that Ktliis had refused to ratify the treaty of peace, that 
he was compelled to return the hostages, and even himself to 
seek protection in Tiiniii from the resentment of his father, the 
warrior Tus having been already entrusted with the charge of 
the army. This unexpected intelligence excited considerable 
surprise in the mind of Afnlsiyab, but he had no hesitation in 
selecting the course to be followed. The ambassadors, Zinga 
and Shiiweran, were soon furnished with a reply, which was to 
this effect : “ 1 settled the terms of iieace with thee, not with* 
thy father. With him I have nothing to do. If thy choice 
be retirement and tranquillity, thou shalt have a peaceful and 
indeiiendent province allotted to thee ; but if war be thy object, 
I will furnish thee with a large army : thy father is old and 
infirm, and with the aid of Ilustem, Persia will be an easy con- 
quest.” Having thus obtained the promised favour and..sup]Jort 
of Afrasiyilb, Saiawush gave in charge to Billmlm the city of 
lialkh, the army and trcasui’c, in order that they might be 
delivered over to Tiis on his aiTival ; and taking with him 
three hundred chosen hoi'semen, passed the Jihiin, in progress 
to the court of Afrdsiyilb. On taking this decisive step, ho 
again wrote to Kilus, saying : 

“ From my youth upward I have suffered wrong ' 

At first Sfiddveh, false and treacherous, 

Sought to destroy my happiness and fame ; 

And thou hadst nearly sacrificed my life 
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To glnt her vengeance. The astrologers 
Were all unheeded, who pronounced me innocent, 

And I was doomed to bravo devouring fire, 

To testify that I was free from guilt ; 

But God was my deliverer I V^ictory now 

Has marked my progress. Balkli, and all its spoils, 

Arc mine, and so reduced the enemy. 

That I have gained a hundred hostages, 

T(i guarantee the peace which I have made ; 

And what my recompense 1 a father’s anger. 

Which takes me from my glory. Thus dei)rivcd 
Of thy affection, whither can I fly ? 

Be it to friend or foe, the wdll of fate 
Must be my only guide — condemned by thee.” 

Tlio reception of S«aiawush by Afriisiystb was warm and 
flattering. From the gates of the city to the palace, gold and 
incense were scattered over liis head in the customary manner, 
and exclamations of welcome uttered on every side. 

“ Thy presence gives joy to the land, 

Which awaits thy coninmnd ; 

It is thine 1 it is thine I 

All the chiefs of the state have assembled to meet thee, 

All the flowers of the laud arc in blossom to greet thee ! ” ' 


The youth was placed on a golden throne next to Afriisiytlb, 
and a magnificent banquet prepared in honour of the stranger, 
and music and the songs of beautiful women enlivened the 
festive scene. They chaunted the pi*aisc8 of Saiiiwush, distin- 
guished, as they said, among men for three things : firet, for 
being ci the line of Kai-kobad ; secondly, for his faith and 
henour ; and, thirdly, for the wonderful beauty of his person, 
which had gained universal love and adnjiration. Tli^ favour- 
able sentiments which characterized the first introduction of 
Saiawnsh to Afrasiydb continued to prevail, and indeed the 
king of Tiinlii seeded to regard him with increased attachment 
and friendship, as the time passed away, and shewed him all 
the respect and honour to which his royal birth would have 
entitled him in his own country. After the lapse of a year, 
PiiAn-wlsah, one of AfiAsiyilb’s generals, said to him : “ Young 
prjQce, thoii art now high in the favour of the king, and at a 
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^reat distance from Fei'sia, and thy father is old ; wonld it not 
therefore bo better for thee to marry and take up thy residence 
among us for life ? ” The suggestion was a rational one, and 
Sai^wush readily expressed his acquiescence ; accordingly, the 
lovely Giilshaher, wlio was also named Jarira, having been 
introduced to him, he was delighted with her person, and both 
^ consenting to a union, the marriage ceremony was immediately 
performed. . ' 

And many a warm delicious kiss, 

Told how he loved the wedded bliss. 

Some time after this union, Pir^n suggested another alliance, 
for the purpose of strengthening his political interest and 
ix)wer, and this was with Ferangis, the daughter of AMsiyiib. 
Ihit Saiiiwush was so devoted to Giilshaher that he first con- 
sulted with her on the subject, although the hospitality and 
alfection of the king constituted such strong claims on his 
gratitude that refusal was impossible. Giilshaher, however, was 
a heroine, and willingly sacrificed her own feelings for the 
good of Saiawush, snying she would rather con descend to be 
the \'ery handmaid of Ferangis tliaii that the happiness and 
prosperity of her lord should Ixi compromised. The second 
marriage accordingly took place, and Afrasiyab was so pleased 
with the match that he bestowed on the bride and her husband 
the sovcrcigiity of Khoten, together with countless treasure in 
gold, and a great number of horses, camels, and clejihants. 
In a short time they proceeded to the seat of the new govern- 
ment. fr 

Meanwhile Kalis suflTered the keenest distress and sorrow 
when he heard of the flight of Sai^-wush into Tiiriin, and 
Bustem felt such strong indignation at the conduct of the 
king that ho abruptly quitted the court, without permission, 
and retired to Sistdu. Kdiis thus found himself in an embar- 
rassed condition, and deemed it prudent to recall both Tiis and 
the- army from Balkh, and relinquish further hostile measures 
against Afnislydb* 
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The first thing that Saiilwush undertook after his arrival at 
Khoten, was to order the selection of a beautiful site for liis 
residence, and Pirdn devoted his services to fulfil that object, 
exploring all the pro\iiiices, hills, and dales, on every side. At 
last he discovered a beautiful spot, at the distaiiee of about a 
month’s journey, wliich combined all the* qualities and advan- 
tages required by the anxious prince. It was situated on a, 
mountain, and surrounded bjr scenery of exquisite richness and 
variety. The trees were fresh and green, birds warbled on 
eveiy spray, transparent rivulets murmured through the 
meadows, the air was neither onpressively hot in summer, nor 
cold in* winter, so that the temjierature, and the attjjictive 
objects which presented themselves at every glance, : ' j. to 
realize the imagined charms and fascinations of Paradise. le 
inhabitants enjoyed’ perpetual health, and every breeze 
laden with music and perfume. So lo^'ely a place could ne 
foil to yield pleasure to Saiiiwusli, w^ho immediately set about 
building a palace there, and garden-temples, in which he had 
pictures painted of the most remarkable persons of his time, 

' and also the portraits of ancient kings. The walls were deco- 
rated with the likenesses of Kai-kobad, of Kai-kails, Poshaug, 
Afrasiyiib, and Slim, and ZiU, and llustein, and other champions 
of Persia and Turtin, When completed, it was a gorgeous re- 
treat, and the sight of it sufficient to give youthful vigour to 
the withered faculties of age. And yet Saiilwush was not 
happy Tears started into his eyes and sorrow weighed upon 
hi^ heart, w'henever he thought upon his own estrangement 
from home ! 

It happened that the lovely Giilshaher, who had been left in 
the house of her father, was delivered of a son in due time, and 
he was named Feriid. 

AfrilsiyAb, on bemg informed of the proceedings of Saiilwush, 
and of the heart-expanding residence he had chosen, was highly 
gratified ; and to shew his affectionate regard, dispatched to 
him with the intelligence of the birth of a son, presents of 
-t valu6 pud variety. Gersfwaz, the brother of Afrisiyib, 
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and who had from the first looked upon Saiiiwush with a 
jealous and malignant eye, being afraid of his interfering with 
his own prospects in Tiiriin, was the person sent on this occa- 
sion. But he liicl his secret thoughts und6r the veil of outward 
praise and apijrobatiou. Saiawnsh was pleased with the intelli- 
gence and the presents, but failed to pay the cusLoinary resixict 
lo Gersi'waz on, his airival, and, in consequence, the lurking 
indignation aiid hatred formerly felt by the latter were con- 
siderably augmented. The attention of Saiawush resixjcting 
his army and the concerns of the state, was unremitting, and 
noted by the visitor Avith a jealons^and scrutinizing eye,, so that 
Gersiwaz, on his return to the court of Afnisiyab, artfully 
talked much of the pomp and splendour of the prince, and 
added : Saiiiwush is far from being the amiable character 

thou hast supposed ; he is artful and ambitious, and he has 
collected an immense army ; he is in fact dissatisfied. As a 
proof of liis haughtiness, he paid me but little attention, and 
doubtless very heavy calamity will soon befall Tiiran, shcmld he 
break out, as I apprehend he will, into open rebellion. 

For he is proml, and thou hast yet to learn 
The temper o£ thy daughter Feraiigis. 

Now bound to him in duty and affection ; 

Their purpose is the same, to overthrow 
The kingdom of Tdraii. and thy dominion ; 

To merge the glory of this happy realm 
Into the Persian empire ! ” 

But plausible and persuasive as were the observations orA 
positive* declarations of Gersiwaz, Afnlsiyilb would not believe 
the imputed ingratitude and hostility of Saiiiwush. “ He has 
sought my protection,” said he ; “ he has thrown himself iqx)!! 
my generosity, and I cannot think him ti*cachcrous. But if he 
has meditated any thing unmerited by me, and unworthy of 
himself, it will be better to send him back to Kai-kdus, his 
father,” The artful Gersiwaz, however, was not to be diverted 
from his object : he said that Saiawush had become pemonally 
acquainted ivith Tiiriln, its position, its weakness, its strengHi^ 
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and resources, and aided by Eusfcem, would soon be able to 
overrun the country if he was suffered to return, ^.nd therefore 
he recommended Afrilsiyiib to bring him from Khoten by some 
artifice, and secure him. In conformity with this suggestion, 
(ieraiwaz was again deputed to the young prince, and a letter 
of a friendly nature written for the purpose of blinding him to 
the real intentions of his father-in-law. The letter was no 
sooner read than Saiiiuuish expressed his desire to comply with 
the request contained in it, saying that Afriisiyab had been a 
father to him, and. that he would lose no time in fulfilling in 
all respects the wishes he had received. 

This compliance and promptitude, Jiowcver, was not in har- 
mony with the sinister views of Gersiwaz, for he foresaw that 
the very fact of answering the call immediately would shew 
that some* misrepresentation had been practised, and conse- 
quently it was his business now to promote procrastination, 
and an appearance of evasive delay. He therefore said to him 
privately that it would be advisable for him to wait a little, 
and not manifest such implicit obedience to the will of Afra- 
siyab ; but Saidwush replied, that both his duty and affection 
urged him to a ready compliance. Then Gersiwaz pressed him 
more warmly, and represented how inconsistent, how unworthy 
of his illustrious lineage it w’ould be to betray so meek a spirit, 
especially as he had a considemble army at his command, and 
could vindicate his dignity and his rights. And he addressed 
to hiin^thcsc specious arguments so incessantly and witTi such 
earnestness, that the deluded prince was at last indiujed to put 
off his departure, on account of his wife Ferangis pretending 
that she was ill, and saying that the moment she was better he 
would return to Turan. This was quite enough for treachery 
to work upon ; and as soon as the dispatch was sealed, Gersiwaz 
conveyed it with the utmost expedition to Afriisiyab. Appear- 
ances, at ‘least, were thus made strong against Saiawush, and 


the tyrant of Tiirjin, now easily convinced of his falsehood, and 
^^ling in. consequence his former enmity renewed, forthwith 
as^mbled afi army to punish his refractory son-in-law. Gersi- 
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waz was appointed the leader of that army, which waa put in 
motion without delay against the unoffending youth. The 
news of Afnisiyab’s warlike preparations, satisfied the mind of 
Saiawiish that Gersiwaz had given him good advice, and that 
he had been a faithful mo?iitor, for immediate compliance, he 
noAV concluded, would have been his utter ruin. When he 
communicated this unwelcome intelligence to Feraiigis, she was 
thrown into the greatest alarm and agitation ; but ever fruitful 
in expedients, suggested the course that it seemed necessary he 
slionld instantly adopt, which was to fiy by^'a circuitous route 
back to Iran. To this he expressed no dissent, provided she 
would accompany him ; but she said it was impossible to do so 
on account of the condition she was in. Leave me,” she 
added, “ and save thy own life ! ” He therefore called together- 
his three hundred Iranians, and requesting Ferangis, if she 
happened to bo delivered of a son, to call him'Kai-khosrdu, set 
off on his journey. 

“ I go, surrounded by my enemies ; 

The liand of merciless Afrasiyiib 

Lifted against me,” 

It was not -the fortune of Saiawush, however, to escape so 
easily as had been anticipated by Ferangis. Gersiwaz was soon 
at his heels, and in the battle that ensued, all the Iranians were 
killed, and also the horse upon which the unfortunate prince 
rode, so that on foot he could make but little progress. "" In tjie 
meantime Afrasiyiib came up, and surrounding him, wanted to 
shoot him with an arrow, but he was restrained from the violent 
act by the intercession of his people, who recommended his 
being taken alive, and only kept in prison. Accordingly he 
was again attacked and secured, and still Afrd-siyilb wished to 
put him to death ; but Pilsain, one of his warriors, and the 
brother of Piran, induced him to relinquish that* diabolical 
intention, and to convey him back to his own palace. SaiawusJi 
was then ignominiously fettered and conducted to the roj^'/r 
residence, which he had himself erected and ornamented 
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such richness and magnificence. The sight of the city and its 
splendid buildings filled everyone with wonder and admiration. 
Upon the arrival of Afrasiyab, Forangis hastened to him in a 
state of the deepest distress, and implored his clemency and 
compassion in favour of Saiawush. 

“ 0 father, he is not to blame, 

Still ])urc and spotless is his name ; 

Faithful and generous still to me, 

And never — never false to thee. 

This hate to Gerslwas. he owes, 

The worst, the bitterest of his foes ; 

Did he not thy protcetion seek. 

And wilt thou overpower the weak ? 

Spill royal blood thou shouldest bless. 

In erucl sport and wantonness ? 

And earn the curses of mankind. 

Living, in this precarious state, 

And dcjvi, the torments of the mind, 

Which hell inflicts upon the great 
Who revel in a murderous course, 

And rule by cruelty and force. 


It scarce becomes me now to tell, 
What the accursed Zohak bcfcl, 

Or what the punishment which hurled 
Selim and Tilr from out the world. 
And is not Eafls living now. 

With rightful vengeance on his brow ? 
And Rustem, who alone can make 
Thy kingdom to its centre quake i 
Gfldarz, ZMra, and Friburz, 

And Tils, and Girgin, and Framurz ; 
And others too of fearless might. 

To challenge thee to mortal fight ? 

O, from this peril turn away, 

Close not in gloom so bright a day ; 
Some heed to thy poor daughter give, 
And let thy guiltless captive live.” 


The effect of this appeal, soleuiuly and urgently delivered, 
was only transitory. Afriisiydb felt a little compunction at the 
moment, bat soon resumed ^ ferocious spirit, and to ensure, 
without interruption, the accomplishment of his purpose, con- 
Ferangfa in one of the remotest parts of the palace ; 
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Ana thus to Qersiwaz unfeeling spoke : 

“ Off with his head, down with the enemy ; 

But take especial notice that his blood 
Stains not the earth, lest it should cry aloud 
For vengeance on ns. Take good care of that 1 ” 

Oevsiwaz, Avho was but too ready an instrument, immediately 
directed Khn'i-zira, a kinsman of Afnisiyilb, who had been also 
‘ one of the most zealous in promoting the ruin of the Persian 
prince, to inflict the deadly blow ; and Saiawmsh, whilst under 
the grasp of the executioner, had but time to put up a prayer 
to Heaven, in which he hoped that a son might be born to him 
to vindicate his good name, and be revenged on his murderer. 
The executioner then seized him by the hair, and throwing him 
on the ground, severed the head from the body. A golden 
vessel was ready to receive the blood, as commanded by Afni- 
siyab ; but a few drops happened to be spilt on the soil, and 
upon that spot a tree grew up, which Ava» afterwards called 
Saiilwush, and Ixilicvcd to possess many wonderful virtues! 
The blood was carefully conveyed to Afrasiyab, the head fixed 
oil the point of a javelin, and the body w'as buried with respect 
and aficctioii by his friend Pilsam, who had ivitnessed the 
melancholy catastrophe. It is also related that a tremendous 
tempest occurred at the time this amiable prince was murdered, 
and that a total darkness covered the face of the earth, so that 
the people could not distinguish each other^s faces. Then was 
the name of Afrasiyab truly execrated and abhoiTcd for the 
cruel act he had committed, and all the inhabitants of Khoten 
long cherished the memory of Saiawush. 

Ferahgis was frantio with grief when she was told of the sad 
fate of her husband, and all her household uttered the loudest 
lamentations. Pilsam gave the intelligence to Piriln, and the 
proverb was then remembered : It is better to be in hell, 
than under the rule of Afrasiyab I ” When the deep sorrow ^ 
Perangis reached the ears of her father, he determined oe^ 
summary procedure, and ordered Gersiwaz to have her privately 
made away with, so that there might be no issue of her maiTiagQ. 
with Saiawush, 5 ^ 
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Plrdn with horror heard this stern command, 

And hasten'd to the kin^, and thus addressed Iiim : 

“ AVhat I would’st thou hurl thy vengeance on a woman, 
That woman, too, thy daughter ? Is it wise, 

Or natural, thus sport with human life ? 

Already hast thou taken from her arms 
Her unoffending husband — that was cruel ; 

But thus to shed an innocent woman’s blood, 

And kill her unborn infant — tliat would be 
Too dreadful to imagine 1 Is she not • 

Thy own fair daughter, given in happier time 
To him who won thy favour and affection ? 

Think but of that, and from thy heart root out 
This demon wish, which leads thee to a crime, 

^Mocking concealment ; vain were the endeavour 
To keep the murder secret, and when known, 

The world's opprobrium would pursue th}'- name. 

And after death, what would thy portion he 1 
No more of this — honour me with the charge, 

And I will keep her with a father's care. 

In my own mansion.” Then AfrasiyAh 
Ueadily answered ; Take her to thy home. 

But when the child is 1)orii, let it be brought 
Promptly to me — my will must be obeyed. * 


Piran rejoiced at his success ; and assenting to the commaud 
W Afrasiytib, took Ferangis with him to Khotcii, where in due 
time a child was born, and being a son, was called Kai-khosriiu. 
As soon as he was born, Piran took measures to prevent his 
being carried off to Afrdsiyilb, and committed him to the care 
of some peasants on the mountain Kaldn. On the same night 
Afrdfliyab had a dream, in which he received intimation of the 
birth of JCai-khosrAu ; and upon this intimation lie sent for 
Pir^n to know why his commands had not been complied with. 
Pirdii replied, that he liad cast away the child in th(? ivildei - 
n^s ; “And why was he not sent to me?” inquired the 
(j Vpot. “ Because,” said Pirdn, “ I considered thy own future 
i .ppincsB ; thou hast unjustly killed the father, and God forbid 
that thou shouldst also kill the son ! ” Afrasiyiib was abashed, 
and it is said that ever after the atrocious murder of Siiiilwush, 
he had been tormented with the most terrible and han-owing 


dreams. Gerslwaz now became hateful to his sight, and he 
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Kai-khosrdu grew up under the fostering protection of the 
peasants, and showed early marks of surprising talent and 
activity. He excelled in manly exercises ; and hunting ferocious 
animals was his peculiar deligl^t. Jnstructors had been pro- 
vided to initiate him in all the arts and pursuits cultivated by 
the warriorfe of those days, and even in his twelfth year accounts 
were forwarded' to Pirtin of several wonderful feats which he 
had performed. 

TIu;n smiled the good old man, and joyful said : 

’Tis ever thus — the routli of royal blood 
Will not disgrace his lineage, but betray 
Jly his supci’ior niicii and gallanl deeds 
From Avhence ho sprung. ’Tis by the luscious fruit 
Wc know tlic tree, and glory in its ripeness ! ” 

Pinln could not resist paying a visit to the youth in his 
mountainous retreat, and, happy to find him, beyond all 
expectatioai, distinguished for the elegance of his external 
appearance, and the superior qualities of his mind, related to 
him the circumstances under which he had been exposed, and 
the rank and misfortunes of his ftither. An artifice then 
occurred to him which promised to be of ultimate advantage. 
He afterwards told Afr^iyab that the olTspring of Ferangis, 
thrown by him into the wildcniess to pcrisli, had been found 
by a peasant and brought up, but that he understood the boy 
was little better than an idiot. Afr^iyilb, upon this informa- 
tion, desired that he might be sent for, and in the meantime 
Pirtin took especial care to instruct Kai-khosrau how he shcald 
act ; w^ich was to seem in all respects insane, and he accord- 
ingly appeared before the king in the dress of a prince with a 
golden crown on his head, and the royal girdle round his loiijs. 
Kifi-khosrsiu proceeded on horseback to the, court of Afrasiysib, 
and having peiformed the usual salutations, was suitably 
received, though with strong feelings of shame and .remorse on 
the part of the tyrant. Afriisiyiib put several questions to him, 
which were answered in a wild and incoherent manner, entirely 
at variance with the subject proposed. The king could * 
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help smiling, and supposing him to be totally deranged, allowed 
him to be sent Avith presents to his mother, for no harm, ho 
thought, could possibly be apprehended iroin one so forlorn in 
mind. Piriin triumphed in the success of Ins scheme, and lost 
no time in, taking Kai-khosrjlu to his mother. All the people 
of Klioten poured blessings on the head of the youth, and 
imprecations on the merciless spirit of Afi'asiyab. The city 
built by Saiciwush had been razed to the ground by the exter- 
minating fury of his enemies, and wild animals and reptiles 
occupied the place on which it stood. TJic mother and son 
visited the spot whore Saiawusii was barbarously killed, and the 
tree, which grcAV up from the soil enriched by his blood, was 
found verdant and flourishing, and continued to possess in 
perfection its maTvcllous Aurtues. 


The tale of SaiAwush is told ; 

•And now the pages briglit unfold, 

Ru stomps revenge — Sudaveh’s fate— 

Afnisiyab’s degraded state, 

And tha^crrific curse and ban 
AVhieh nStl at last upon Turau 1 

When* Kai-kaiis heard of the fate of his son, and all its 
hoftible details Avere pictured to his mind, he Avas thrgAvn into 
the deepest affliction. His Avarriors, Tiis, and Gudarz, and 
Ihlhnlm, and Friburz, and Forbad, felt Avith equal keenness 
the loss of the amiable prince, and Rustem, as soon as Jho 
dreadful intelligence reached Sistan, set off with his troops to 
the court of the king, still full of indignation at the conduct 
of Kalis, and oppressed with boitoav I’cspecting the calamity 
AAdiich had occurred. On his arrival he thus addressed the 

S ing and disconsolate father of Saiawusli, himself at the 
time drcAYued in teai'S : 

^ H 2 
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“ How has thy temper turned to nought, the seed 
Which might have gro^'Ti, and cast a glorious shadow 
How is it scattered to the barren winds ! 

Thy love for false SOddvcli was the cause 
Of all this misery ; she. the Sorceress, 

O’er whom thou hast so oft in rapture hung, 
Enchanted by her charms ;* she was the can've 
Of this destruction. Thou art woman’s slave ! 
Woman, the bane of man’s felicity ! 

Who ever trusted woman I Death were better 
Than being under woman’s influence ; 

She places man upon the foamy ridge 
Of the tempestuous wave, which rolls to ruin* 

Who ever trusted woman? — Woman ! woman ! • 

Kiii^s looked down with melancholy mien, 

And, half consenting, thus to lluABm said : — 

“ Suddveh’s blfiiidishmcnte absorbed my soul, 

And she has brought this wretchedness nj^on me.’’ 
Bustem rejoined — “ The world must be revenged 
Upon this false SildAveh ; — she must die.” 

KAi'is was silent ; but his tears flowed fast, 

And shame withheld resistance, llustcm rushed 
Without a pause towards the shubistan ; 

Impatient, nothing could obstruct his speed 
To slay Si'idavch ; — her lie quickly found, 

And rapidly his sanguinary sword 
Performed its ofticc. Thus the Sorceress died. 

Such was the punishment her crimes received. 


Having thus accomplished the first part of his vengeance, he 
proceeded with the Persian army against Afrasiyjlb, and all the 
Iranian Avarriors followed his cxampld; When he had pene- 
trated as far as Tiiran, the enemy sent forward thirty thousand 
men to oppose his progress ; and in the conflict which ensued, 
Ferdmurz took Sarkhii, the son of Afnlsiyjib, prisoner. Kusiem 
delivered him over ta 'Piis to be put to death precisely in 


So Shakespeare : 

Nay, l»ui this dotage of our general’s • 

O’crllows the iiieusiirc : those his goodly eyes, 

Tliat o’er the files and musters of the war 
Have glowed like plated Mars, now bend, now turn, , 
Tlie oflice and devotion of their view 
Upon a tawny front : his captain’s heart, 

Which in tlie sciiftlcs of great fights hath hurst 
The buckles on his breast, reneges all temper. 

And is become the la^llows and the fan 

To cool a gipsy’s lust. Antony and Cleopatra, L, L 
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the same manner as Saiilwush ; but the captive represented 
himself as the particular friend of Saiawush, and begpred tc 
be pardoned on tliat account. Rustem, however, had sw(u*m 
that he would take bis revenge, without pity or remorse, and 
accordingly death was inflicted upon the unhappy prisoner, 
whose blood was received in a dish, and sent to Kibis, and the 
severed head suspended over the gates of the king’s pidace. 
Afrilsiyilb hearing of this catastrophe, which'sealed the fate 
of his favourite son, immediately collected together the whole 
of the Tiiriluian army, and hastened himself to resist the 
conquering career of the enemy. 

As on they moved ; with loud and dissonant clan" ; 
llis numerous troi ps shut out the prospect ri)und ; 

' Ko sun was visible by <lay ; no moon, 

Nor stars by ni"ht. The tramp of men and stoccls, 

And rattling drums, and shouts, were only heard, 

And the bright gleams of armour only seen. 

Ere long the two armies met, when Pilsam, the brother of 
Piraii, was ambitious of opposing his single arm against 
Rustem, upon which Afrasiyab said: — ‘SSiibduo Rustem, and 
thy rew'ard shall be my daughter, and half my kingdom.” 
Pii’cin, however, observed that he Avas too young to be a fit 
match for the experience and valour of the Persian champion, 
and would have dissuaded him from the unequal contest, but 
the choice was his own, and he was consequently permitted by 
Afrilsiyib to put his bravery to the test. Pilsam accordingly 
Avoiit forth and summoned Rustem to the fight ; but Giw, 
hearing the call, accepted the challqnge himself, •and hlid 
ncjirly been thrown from his hoi’sc by the superior activity of 
his opponent. Feraraurz luckily saw him at the perilous 
moment, and darfing forward, with one stroke of his sword 
shattered Pilsam’s javelin to pieces, and then a new strife 
began. Pilsam and Ferdmurz fought together with desperation, 
till both AYcrOs almost exhausted, and Rustem himself wjis 
surprised to see the display of so much valour. Perceiving 
weaiied* state of the two ivamors he pushed forward 
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Eakush, and called aloud to Pilsam Am I not the peraon 
challenged ? ’* and immediately the Tiirauiaii chief proceeded 
to encounter him, striking with all his might at the head of 
the champion ; but though the sword Avas broken by the blow, 
not a liair of his liead Avas disordei-cd. 


Tlunt liustem iirsring on his siced, 

Fixed his loii^ javelin in the "iixlle baud 
Of liis amlhtioiis foe, and quick unhorsed him ; 

Thou draL^ged him on towards Afuisiysib, 

And, Kcollinir, cast him at the despots feel. 

“ Here comes the glorious compieror,” he said ; 

Now give to him thy daughter and thy ti’casure, 

Thy kingdom and thy soldiers ; has he noL 
lioiionr to thy country ? — Is he not 
A jewel in thy crown of sovereignly ? 

AVhat arrogance inspired the fruit less' hope ! 

Think of thy treachery to Saisiwnsh ; 

Thy savage cruelty, and never look 

For aught but deadly hatred from mankind ; 

And in the field of light defeat and ruin.” 

'J’hus scornfully lie s}>oke, and not a man, 

Though in the presence of Afrasiyab, 

JIad soul to meet him ; fear o’crcame them all, 
Monarch and warriois, for a time. At length 
Shame was awakened, and the king appeared 
In arms against tlic champion. Fiercely they 
Hurled their sharp javelins— Rustem’s struck tlic head 
Of his opponent’s horse, which floundering fell, 

And overturned his rider. Anxious then 
'J’hc champion s])rang to seize tlie royal jirizc ; 

Rut Human rushed between, and saved his luastor, 
AVho A'aullcd on another horse and fled. 


Having thus rescued Afrasiyab, the wary chief exercised all 
his. cunning and adroitness to escape himself, and at last 
succeeded. Rustem jjursued him, and the Tiii’anian troops, 
who had folloAved the example of the king ; hut though 
thousands were slain in the chase Avhich continued for many 
farsangs, no further adA’^anbage was obtained on that day. 
Next morning, hoAvever, Rustem resumed his pursuit ; and the 
enemy hearing of his approach, rctreiited into Chinese Tartary, 
to secure, among other advantages, the person of Kai-khosrau ; 
leaving the kingdom of Tiir^in ^t the mercy of thp invadter 
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who mounted the throne, and ruled there, it is said, about 
seven years, with memorable severity, proscribing and putting 
to deatli every person who mentioned the name of Afnisiyab. 
In the mean time he made splendid presents to Tiis aiid 
(liidarz, suitable to their rank and services; and ^uiira, in 
revenge for tlie mouslroiis outrage coiiiiuitted upon Saiawush, 
burnt and destroyed e\'cry thing that came in his way ; his 
wrath being exasperated by the sight of the jilaces in which the 
young prince had resided, and recreated himself with hunting 
and other sports of .the field. The whole realm, in fact, was 
delivered over to phiiider and devastation ; and every individual 
of the army was enriched by Jie appropriation of public and 
private wealth. The companions of liustem, hoAvever, grew 
weary of residing in Turan, and they strongly represented to 
him the neglect which Kai-kaiis had suffered for so many 
years, recommending his return to Persia, as being more 
honourable than the exile they endured^ in an ungenial climate, 
llustcm’s abandonment of the kingdom was at length carried 
into eflect ; and he and his warriors did not fail to take away 
•with them all the immense property that remained in jewels 
and gold ; part of which was conveyed by the champion to 
Ziibul and Sistiln, and a goodly proportion to the king of kings 
in Persia. 

When to AfrAsiyab wns known 
The plunder of his realm and throne, 

That the destroyer’s reckless hand 
With fii'e and sword had scathed the land. 

Sorrow and anguish filled his soul, 

And passion raged beyond control ; 

And thus he to his warriors said : — 

“ At such a time, is valour dead f 
The man who hears the mournful tale. 

And is not by liis country’s bale 
Urged on to vengeance, cannot be 
Of woman born ; accursed is he ! 

The time wdll come when I shall reap 
The harvest of rescnt?acnt deep ; 

And till arrives that fated hour, 

Farewell to joy in hall or bower.” 

•-^^ujstemj ip taking revenge for the murder of Saiiwash, had 
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not been unmindful of Kai-khosraii, and had actually sent to 
the remote parts of Tartary in quest of him. 

It is said that (liidarz beheld in a dream the young prince, 
who pointed out to him his actual re^dence, and intimated 
that of all the wari*iors of Kjius, (liw wiis the only one destined 
to restorci him to the world and his birth-right. The old man 
ininiediately requested his son (liw to go to the place where the 
stranger wouhl be hnuid. Giw readily complied, and in his 
jn’ogress provided himself at every stage successively with a 
guide, whom he afterwards slew to prevent discovery, and in 
this manner he proceeded till he reached the boundary of Chin, 
enjoying no comfort by day, or sleej) by night. His only food 
was the flesh of the wild ass, and his only covering the skin of 
the same animal. He went on traversing mountain and forest, 
enduring every privation, and often did he hesitate, often did 
lie think of returning, but honour urged him forward in spite 
of the trouble and impediments with which he was continually 
assailed. Arriving in a desert one day, lie hap])ened to meet 
with sevt'ral i)crs()ns, who upon ])eing interrogated, said that 
they were sent by Piraii Wisali in search of Xai-kaiis. Oiw 
kept his own secret, saying that he wius amusing himself with 
hunting the wild ass, but took care to ascertain from them the 
direction in which they were going. During the niglit the 
parties separated, and in the morning Ciw proceeded ra])idly 
on his route, and after some time discovered a youth sitting by 
the side of a fountain, with a cup in bis hand, whom he sup- 
posed to bo Kui-khosrau. The youth also spontaneously 
tlioiighti This must ,be Gfw ; ” and when the traveller ap- 
imoached liim, and said, “ I am sure thou art the son of Saia- 
wnsh ; ” the youth observed, “ 1 am equally sure that thou art 
Gfw, the sou of Gudarz.” At this Gfw was amazed, and falling 
at his feet, asked how, and from what circumstance, he recog- 
nized him. Tlie youth replied tliat lie knew all the warriors of 
Kiiiis ; Rustem, and Kishwdd, and Tiis, and Giidarz, and the 
rest, from their portraits in his father’s gallery, they being 
deeply impressed on his mind. Ho then asked in what w 

.ot 
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Olw had discovered him to bo Kai-khosrjlu, and Glw auswei-cd, 
“ Because I perceived something? kinpfly in thy countenance. 
But let me again examine tlice ! ” The youth, at this request, 
removed his garments; and Glw beheld that mark on his body 
Avliich was the lieritagc of the race of Kai-kobad. Upon this 
discovery he rejoiced, and congratulating himself and tlic young 
prince on the success of his mission, related to [lim the purpose 
for which he liad come. Kai-khosrjiu was soon mounted on 
horseback, and Giw accompanied him rcs])cctfully on foot. 
They, in the first instance, pursued their way towards the 
abode of Fcrangis, his mother. The persons sent by Piraii 
Wisah did not arrive at the place where Kai-khosnui had been 
kept till long after Giw and the i)rincc departed ; and then 
they were told that a Persian horseman had come and carried 
off the youth, upon which they immediately returned, and 
communicated to Pirdn what had occurred. Fcrangis, in re- 
covering her son, mentioned to Giw, with the fondness of a 
mother, the absolute necessity of going on without delay, and 
pointed out to him tlie meadow in which some of Afnlsiyilb’s 
lioi’ses were to be met with, particularly one called Behzild, 
which once belonged to Saiawnsh, and Avhich her father had 
ke2)t ill good condition for his own riding. Giw, therefore, 
went to the meadow, and throwing his kamund, secured Bchzad 
and another horse ; and all three lieing thus accommodated, 
hastily proceeded on their journey towards Iran. 

Tidings of the escape of Kai-khosrau having reached Afri- 
siyih, he dispatched Kulbad with three hundred hoi-senieu after 
him ; and so rapid were his movemente^ that he overtook the 
fugitives in the vicinity of Bulgharia. Khosrau and his mother 
were asleep, but Giw being awake, and seeing an armed force 
evidently ' in pursuit of his party, boldly put on his armour, 
mounted B^^ld, and before the enemy came up, advanced to 
the charge. He attacked the horsemen furiously with sword 
and mace, for he had heard the prophecy, which declared that 
Kai-khosrdu was destined to be the king of kings, and therefore 
tfaj^lraved tiio direst peril with confidence, and the certainty of 
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success. It was this feeling which enabled him to perform such 
a prodigy of valour, in putting Kulbad and his three hundred 
horsemen to the route. They all fled defeated, and dispersed 
precipitately bcfoi-e liim. After tliis surprising victory, he re- 
turned to tlio halting place, and told Kai-ldiosnlu what he had 
done. The prince was disappointed at not having been 
awakened lo participate in the exploit, but Giw said, “ I did 
not wish to disClirb thy sweet shimbei*s unnecessarily. It was 
thy good fortune and prosperous star, liowevcr, which made me 
triunipli over the enemy.” The three travellers then resuming 
tlieir joui-ney : 

I’hrough Urcary track, and pall dess waste, 

And wood and wild, tlieir way ttiey ti'accd. 

The return of the defeated Kulbad excited the greatest 
indignation in the breast of Pinln. “ Wluit ! three hundred 
soldiers to fly from the valour of one man ! Had Giw pos- 
sessed even the activity and might of Rustem and Sam, such a 
shameful discomfiture could scarcely have happened.” Saying 
this, he ordered the whole force under his command to be got 
ready, and set off himself to overtake and intercept the fugi- 
tives, wlio, fatigued with the toilsome march, wej’c only able to 
jn’occcd one stage in the day. Ph'aii, ihcrefore, who travelled 
at the rate of one hundred leagues a day, overtook them before 
they had passed through Bulgliaria. Feraugis, who saw the 
enemy’s banner floating in the air, knew that it belonged to 
Piraii, and instantly awoke the two young men froin sleep. 
Upon thk occasion, Khosrdu insisted on acting his part, instead 
of being left igiiominiously idle ; but Giw was still resolute and 
determined to preserve him from all risk, at the peril of his 
own life. Thou art destined to be the king of the world ; 
thou art yet young, and a novice, and hast' never known the 
toils of war ; lleavcn forbid that any misfortune should befall 
tlice : indeed, whilst I live, I will never sufler thee to go into 
battle 1 ” Khosnlu then proposed to give him assistance 5 but 
Giw ^aid he wanted no assistance, not even froni ' 
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for,” he added, in Jirt ^d ptrengfch we are equal, having 
frequently tried our skill together.” Eustein had given his 
daughter iu mamage to Giw, he himself being mamed to Giw’s 
sister. “ Be of good cjicer,” resumed he, “ get upon some high 
place, and uutness the battle between us. 

Fortune will still from Heaven descend, 

The god of victory is my friend.” 

As soon as he took the field, Piran thus addressed him : 
“Thou hast once, singly, defeated three hundi-cd of my 
soldiers ; thou shalt now see what punishment awaits thee at 
my hands. 

For should a warrior be a roek of steed, 

A thousand ants, gathered on every side, 

In time will make him but a heap of dust.” 

In reply, Giw said to Piran, “ I am the man who bound thy 
two women, and sent them from China to Persia — Eastern and 
I are the same in battle. Thou knowest, when he encountered 
a thousand horsemen, what was the result, and what he accom- 
jjlished ! Thou wilt find nue the same : is not a lion enough to 
overthrow' a thousand kids ? 

If but a man survive of thy proud host, 

Ilrand me with coward — say f’m not a warrior. 

Alre<ady liave I tiiumphed o’er Kulbad, 

And now I’ll take thee prisoner, yea, alive I 
And send thee to Kaiis — there thou wilt be 
Slain to avenge tlie death of Saiiiwush ; 

Tilran shall perish, and Afrasiyab, 

And every earthly hope extinguished quite.” 

Hearing this awful threat, Piran turned pale 
And shook with terror, — trembling like a retd ; 

And saying : “ Go, I will not light wifh tliee ! ” 

But Giw asked fiercely : “ Wliy ? ” And on he rushed 
Against the foe, who fled — ^but ’twas in vain. 

The kamund round the old man’s neck was thrown, 

And he was taken captive. Then his troops 
Showered their sharp arrows on triumphant Giw, 

To free their master, who was quickly brought 
Before Kai-khosi'aa, and the kamund placed 
Witliin his royal hands. This service done, 

Olw sped against the Tartars, and full soon 
th' ^ and dispersed them. 
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On his return, Giw expressed his astonishment that Piriln 
was still alive ; when Ferangis interposed, and weeping, said 
how inucli she had been indebted to liis interposition and the 
most activ e liiimaiiity on various occasians, and particularly in 
saving herself and Kai-khosnUi fi*om the wrath of Afrasiyab 
after the death of Saiawush. “ If,” said sl)c, “ after so much 
generosity he has committed one fault, let it be forgiven. 


JjCt not the man of many virlncs Uin, 

For bcinj' guilty of one tritUng ciTor. 

Let not tlic friend who nobly saved my life, 
And more, the dearer life of Kai-kliosnin, 
SufTor from us. (), he must never, never, 
Feel the sharp iJaiig of foul ingratitude, 
l^^ioni a true prince of the Kiiianiaii race.” 


But Giw paused, and said, '' I have sworn to crimson tlie 
earth with his blood, and 1 must not pass from my oath.’' 
Kliosnlu then suggested to liim to pierce the lobes of Pinin’s 
ears, and drop the blood on the ground to stain it, in order that 
he might not depart from his word ; and this humane fraud 
was accordingly committed. Khosraii further interceded ; and 
instead of being sent a captive to Kaus, the good old man was 
set at liberty. 

When the particulars of this event were described to Afrd.- 
siyjib by Pinin Wisah, he was exceedingly sorrowful, and 
lanioiitod deeply that Kai-khosraii had so successfully eifected 
his cscajjo. But he had recourse to a further expedient, and 
sent instructions to all the ferrymen of the Jihun, with a 
minute "descriptfon of the three travellers, to prevent their 
l)assing that river, announcing at the same time that he himself 
was in pursuit of them. Not a moment was lost in preparing 
his army for the march, and lie moved forward with the utmost 
expedition, night and day. At the period when Giw arrived on 
the banks of the Jihun, the stream was very rapid and for- 
midable, and he requested the fenymen to produce their cer- 
tificates to show themselves equal to their duty. They 
pretended that their certificates were, lost, but domandeu^' . ' 
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their fare the black horse upon which Giw rode. 6iw replied, 
that he could not part with his favourite horse ; and they re- 
joined, ‘‘ Then give us the damsel who accompanies you.” Giw 
answered, and said, “ Tliis is not a damsel, but the motlier of 
that youth ! ” — “ Then,” observed they, “ give ns the youtirs 
crown.” But Giw told them that he could not comply with 
their demand ; yet he was ready to reward them with money to 
any extent. The pertinacious ferrymen, who wore not anxious 
for money, then demanded his armour, and this was also 
refused ; and such was their independence or their clfrontery, 
that they replied, “ 1 f not one of these four things you arc 
disposed to grant, cross the river as best you may.” Giw 
whispered to Kai-khosrau, and told him that there was no time 
for delay. “ When Kavah, the blacksmith,” said he, “ rescued 
thy great ancestor, Fcridim, he passed the stream in his armour 
without impediment ; and why should we, in a cause of equal 
glory, hesitate for a moment ? ” Under the inspiring influence 
of an auspicious omen, and confiding in the protection of the 
^Almighty, Kai-khosrau at once impelled his foaming horse into 
the river ; his mother, Feringis, followed with equal intrepidity, 
and then Giw ; mi notwithstanding the perilous passage, they 
all successfully overcame the boiling surge, and landed in 
safety, to the utter amazement of the feiTymen, who of counse 
had expected they would be drowned. 

It so happened that at the moment they touched the shore, 
Afnlsiytib with his army arrived, and had the mortification to 
set^ the fugitives on the other bank, beyond his reach. Ilis 
wonder was equal to his disappointment, 

“ What spirits must they htave to bravo 
The terrors of that boiling wave— 

Witlusteed and harness, riding o’er 
The billows to the further shore." 

— It was a cheering sight, they say, 

To sec how well they kept their Avay, 

How Fcrangls impelled her horse 
Across that awful tori'cnt’s enurse, 

• • Guiding him with licroic hand, 

th^* . • To reach unhurt the friendly strand. 
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Afrfeiydb continued for some time mute with astonishment 
and vexation, and when he recovered, ordered the ferrymen to 
get ready their boats to pass him over the river ; but Humjlii 
dissuaded him from that measure, saying that they could only 
convey a few troops, and they would doubtless be received 
by a large force of the enemy on the other side. At tliese words, 
Afrasiyiib seemed to devour his own blood with grief and in- 
dignation, and immediately retracing his steps, returned to 
Tiiran. 

As soon as Giw entered within the l>oundary of tlic Persian 
empire, he poured out thanksgivings to God for liis protection, 
and sent intelligence to Kaiis of the safe arrival of the party 
in bis dominions. The king rejoiced exceedingly, and ap- 
pointed an honorary deputation under the direction of Gudiirz, 
to meet the young prince on the road. On first seeing him, tlic 
king moved forward to receive him ; and weeping aflccLionately, 
kissed his eyes and face, and had a throne prepared for him 
exactly like his own, upon w'hich he seated him ; and calling 
the nobles and warriors of the land together, commanded them 
to obey him. All readily promised their allegiance, excepting 
Tds, who left the court in disgust, and repairing forthwith to 
the house of Friburz, one of the sons of Kaiis, told him that he 
would only pay homage and obedience to him, and not to the 
infant whom Glw had just brought out of a desert. Next 
day the great men and leaders ivere again assembled to declare 
publicly by an official act their fealty to Kai-kliosrau, and 
Tiis was^also invited to the banquet, which w'as held on the 
occasioit, but he refused to go. Giw was deputed to repeat the 
invitation ; and he then said, “ I shall pay homage to Friburz, 
as the heir to the throne, and to no other. 

For is he not the son of Kai-kdiis, 

And worthy of the regal crown and throne ? 

1 want not any of the race of Toshang — 

None of the proud Tdranian dynasty — 

Fj-nitlcss has been thy peril, Glw, to bring 
A silly child among us, to defraud 
The rightful prince of his inheritance I ” 
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Giw, in reply, vindicated the character and attainments of 
Khosrau, but Tiis was not to be appeased. He therefore re- 
turned to his father and communicated to him what had oc- 
cmTed. Giidarz was rbused to great wrath by this resistance to 
tlie will of the king, and at once took twelve thousand men and 
his seventy-eight kinsmen, together with Giw, and»procceded 
to support his cause by force of arms. Tiis, apprized of his in- 
tentions, prepared to meet him, but was reluctant to commit 
himself by engaging in a civil war, and said, internally : 


** If T iinslicaili the sword of strife, 

Numbers on cithe. side will bill, 

I would not sacrifice the life 
Of one who owns my sovereign’s thrall. 

3[y count ly would abhor the deed, 

And may t never see the hour 
When Persia’s sons arc doomed to bleed, 

But when opposed to foreign powci’. 

The cause must be botli good and true, 

And if their blood in war must How, 

Will it not seem of brighter hue, 

When shed to crush the Tartar foe ? ” 

Possessing these sentiments, Tus sent an envoy to Giidarz, 
suggesting the suspension of any hostile proceedings until 
information on the subject had been first commimicated to the 
king. Ktliis was extremely displeased with Giidarz for his pre- 
cipitancy and folly, and directed both him and Tiis to repair 
immediately to court. Tiis there said frankly, “ I now owe 
honour and allegiance to king Kaiis ; bi|t should he Happen to 
lay aside the throne and the diadem, my obedience and loyalty 
will be due to Priburz his heir, and not to a stranger.” To 
this, Giidarz rcpliqjl, “ Saiawush was the eldest son of the king, 
and unjustly murdered, and therefore it becomes his majesty to 
appease and rejoice the soul of the deceased, by putting Kai- 
khosriu in his place. Kai-khosriiu, like Fcridiin, is worthy of 
emnire ; al^ the nobles of the land are of this opinion, excepting 
th^lf, which must arise from ignorance and vanity. 
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From Nauder certainly thou art descended, 

Not from a strangler, not from foreign loins ; 

But though tliy ancestor was wise and mighty, 

Art thou of cfiual merit ? No, not thou I 
Regarding KhosrAu, thou hast neither shown 
Reason nor sense — ^but most surprising folly 1 ” 

To this contemptuous speech, Tus thus replied : 

“ Ungenerous warrior ! wherefore thus citiploy 
i^iicli scornful words to me ? Who art tliou, pray I 
Who, )^ut the low descendant of a blaeksniitli 1 
No Khosrau claims thee for his son, no chief 
Of noble blood ; whilst I can truly boast 
Kindred to princes of the highest worth, 

And merit not to be obscured by thee 1 ” 

To liira then Gudarz : “ Hear me for this once, 

Then shut thy cars for ever. Need I blush 
To be the kinsman of the glorious Kavah I 
It is my humour to be proud of him. 

Although he was a blacksmith ; — that same man. 

Who, when the world could little boast of valour, 

Tore up the name-roll of the fiend Zohak, 

And gave the Rcrsifins freedom from the fangs 
Of the devouring serpents. He it was. 

Who raised the banner, and proclaimccl aloud, 

Freedom for L’emia 1 Need I blush for him? 

To him the empire owes its greatest blessing. 

The prosperous inlc of virtuous Feridiln.” 

Tus wrathf ally rejoined : “ Old man I thy arrow 
!May pierce an anvil — ^mine can pierce the heart 
Of the Kdf mountain I If thy mace can break 
A rock asunder— mine can strike the sun I ” 

The anger of the two heroes beginning to exceed all proper 
bounds. Kalis commanded silence ; when Oiidarz came forward, 
and asked permission to say one word more : “ Call Khosrau 
and Friburz before thee, and decide impartially between them 
which ^ia the most w^ortby of sovereignty — let the wisest and 
the bravest only be thy successor to the throne of Persia.” 
Kalis replied : 

“ The father has no choice among hiji,childrcn. 

He loves them all alike — ^his only care 
Is to prevent, disunion ; to preserve 
Brotherly kindness and respect among tnem,” ^ 

After a pause, he requested the attendance of friburz , and 
Khosrau, and told them that there was a demon-fortress 
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vicinity of his dominions called Bahmen, from which fire was 
continually issuing. “ Go, each of you,** said he, “ against this for- 
tress, supported by an army with which you shall each be equally 
provided, and the conqueror shall be the sovereign of Persia.** 
1^'riburz was not sorry to hear of this probationary scheme, and 
only solicited to be sent first on the expedition. He and Tus 
looked upon the task as perfectly easy, and promised to be back 
triumphant in a short time. 

But when the army reached that awful fort, 

The ground seemed all in flames on every side ; 

One universal fire raged roum’ and round, 

And the hot wind was like the scorching breath 
Which issues from red furnaces, where spirits 
Infernal dwell. Full many a warrior brave. 

And many a soldier perished in that heat. 

Consumed to ashes. Nearer to the fort 
Advancing, they behold it in mid-air, 

But not a living thing-riior gate, nor door ; 

Yet they remained one w'eek, hoping to find 
Koine hidden inlet, suffering cruel loss 
Hour after hour — but none could they descry. 

At lengtiij despairing, they returned, worn out. 

Scorched, jind half -dead with watching, care, ami toil. 

And thus Friburz and Ti'is, discomfited 
And sad, appeared before the Persian king. 

Then was it KhosiAu’s turn, and him Kails 
Dispatched with Gtw, and Gildarz, and the troops 
Appointed for that enterprise, and blessed tlicm. 

W’^hen the young prince approached the destined scene 
Of liis exploit, he saw the blazing fort 
Reddening the sky and earth, and well he knew 
This was the work of sorcery, the spell 
Of diflnon-spirits. In a heavenly dream, 

•lie had been taught how to destroy the charms 
Of fell magicians, and defy their power, ^ 

Though by the devil, the devil himself, sustained. 

He wrrote the name of God, and piously 
Bound it upon his javelin’s point, and pressed 
Fearlessly forward, showing it on high ; 

And Givv display td it on the magic walls 
Of that proud fortress — breathing forth a prayer 
Craving the aid of the Almighty arm ; 

When suddenly the red fires died away, 

And all the ivorld was darkness. Khosr«iu’s troops 
Following the orders of their prince, then shot 
J?hick clouds of arrows from ten thousand bow's, 

In the direetlon of the enchanted tower. 


If 
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The arrows fell like rain, and quickly slow 
A host of demons, — presently bright light 
Dispelled tlie gloom, and as the mist rolled off 
In sulphury circles, the surviving fiends 
Were seen in rapid flight ; the fortress, too, 

Distinctly sIkiuc. and its prodigious gate, 

Through which i he conquerors passed. Great wealth they 
found, 

AikI Iiaviiig sack('d llu' pla<5e, KhosrAu erected 
A lofty tertiplc, to oomniemorate 
His name and victory there, then back returned 
Triuni})liantly to gladden king Kaiis, 

Whose heart expanded at the joyous news. 

The result of Kai-khosnui’s expedition against the cnclianted 
castle, compared with that of Frfburz, was sufhoient of itself to 
establish the former in the king’s estimation, and accordingly 
it was announced to the princes and nobles and warriors of the 
land, that he should snccecd to the throne, and be crowned on 
a fortunate day. A short time afterwards the coronation took 
place with great pomp and splendour ; and Khosntii conducted 
himself towards men of every rank and station with such perfect 
kindness and benevolence, that he gained the affections of all 
and never failed daily to pay a visit to his grandfather Kiiis, 
and to familiarize himself with the affairs of the kingdom which 
he was destined to govern. 

Justice be sprea<l with equal hand. 

Rooting oppression from the land ; 

And cvcjy desert, wood, and wild. 

With early cultivation smiled ; 

And every plain, with veitlure clad, 

And cveiy Pemian heart was glad. 
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kai-khosrAu. 

The tidings of KhosrKu’s accession to the throne were received 
at Slstan by 7A\ and Rustem with heartfelt pleasure, and they 
forthwith hastened to court with rich presents, to* pay him 
their homage, and congratulate him on the occasion of his 
elevation. The heroes were met on the road with suitable 
! honours, and Khosrau embracing Rustem affectionately, lost no 
time in asking for his assistance in taking vengeance for the 
death of Saiflwush. The request was no soonei* made than 
granted, and the champion having delivered his presents, then 
proceeded with his father Zal to wait upon Kaus, who prepared 
.a royal banquet, and entertained Khosrau and them in the most 
sumptuous manner. It was there agreed to march a large army 
against Afrdsiyilb ; and all the warriors zealously came forward 
with their best services, except Zill, who on account of his ago 
^requested to remain tranquilly in his own province. Khosnlii 
said to Kiiiis : 

“ The throne can yield no happiness for me, 

Nor can I sleep the sleep of health and joy 
Till I have been revenged on that destroyer, 

The tyrant of Thvan ; to please the spirit 
Of my poor butchered father.” 

KdiiSjOn delivering over to him the imperial army, made him 
Jicquainted»with the character and merits of every individual of 
importance. He appointed Frlburz, and a hundred warriors,, 
who were the prince’s friends and relatives, to sitnatidiis of 
trust and command, and Tus was among them. Gudarz and 
his seventy-eight sons and grandsons Avere placed oil the right, 
and 'Oust^em, the brother of Tiis, with an immense levy on 
the left. There were also close to Khosrilu’s person, in the 
centre of ther hosts, thirty-three warriors of the race of Poshang, 
and a separate guard under Byzun. 

In ^eir progress Khosrjiu said to Frlburz and Tus, “ Feriid, 
^ho is my brother, -has built a strong fort in Bokhara, called 

" N 2 
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Kulliib, wliicli stands on the way to the enemy, and there he 
resides with his mother, Ghlshaher. Let him not be molested, 
for he is also the son of Saiawush, but pass on one side of his 
possessions.” Friburz did pass on one' side as requested ; but 
Tus, not likinf? to ])rot;eed by the way of the desert, and prefer- 
iiig a ciillJivatcd and pleasant country, went directly on through 
the places whioh led to the very tort in question. When Fernd 
was informed of the approach of Tus with an armed force, he 
naturally concluded that he was coming to fight him, and con- 
sequently determined to oi)pose his progress. Tus, however, sent 
Riu, his Bon-in-laAV, to explain to Fcriid that he had no quairel 
or business with him, and only wished to pass peaceably through 
his province ; but Feri'id thought this was merely an idle pre- 
text, and proceeding to hostilities, Tliu was killed by him in the 
conflict that ensued. Tus, upon being informed of this result, 
drew up his army, and besieged the fort into which Feri'id had 
precipitately retired. Wien Fenid, however, found that Tiis 
himself Avas in the field, he sallied forth from his fastness, and 
assailed him Avith hisboAv and aiTOAvs. One of the darts struck 
and killed the horse of Tiis, and tumbled his rider to the ground. 
Upon this occurrence GIav rushed forward in the hopes of 
capturing the prince ; but it so happened that he A\\as unhorsed 
in the same Avay. Byzun, tlie son of GIav, seeing Avith great 
indignation this signal overthroAV, AAUshed to be revenged on the 
victor ; and though his father endeavoui’od to restrain him, 
nothing could control his Avrath. He sprung speedily forAA%ml 
to fulfil his menace, but by thebraATi^ and expertness of Feriid, 
his htfrse was killed,. and he too Avas throAvn headlong from his 
saddle. Unsubdued, hoAvever, he rose upon his feet, and invited 
his antagonist to single combat. In consequence of this chal- 
lenge, they fought a short time Avith spcaj-s till Ferud deemed 
it advisable to retire into his fort, from the lofty Avails of which 
he cast down so many stones, that Byzun AA^aS' desperately 
Avounded, and compelled to leav’c the place. When he informed 
Tus of the misfortune Avhich had bclallen him^ that warrior 
vowed that on the folloAving day not a man should remaij|L( 
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in the fort. The mother of Fenid, who was the daughter of 
Wisah, had at this period a dream w'hicli informed her tliat the 
fortress had taken fire, and that the whole of the iiihiihitants 
had been consumed to* death. Tliis dream she cominiiuieated 
to Ferud, wiio said in reply : 

“ Mother ! I have no drciul of ; 

What is there in this vital breatli ! • 

My sire was woutkIchI, and ho died ; 

And fate may lay me by his side I 
Was ever man immortal I — never I 
'SVq cannot, motlicr, live for ever. 

Mine be the task in life to claim 
Tn wnr a bri<^lit and spotless nnine. 

What bools it to be pale with fear, 

And di*oad each {^rief that waits us here ? 

Protected liy the power divine, 

Our lot is written — why repine I 

Tus, according to his threat, attacked tlio fort, and burst 
open the gtitcs. Fenid defended himself with great valour 
* against Byziin ; and whilst they were engaged in dtradly battle, 
J^ahrani, the hero, sprang up from his ambuscade, and striking 
furiously upon the head of Fenid, killed that unfortunate youth 
on the spot. The mother, the beautiful (iiilshaher, seeing what 
had befallen her son, rushed out of the fort in a state of fi*enzy, 
and flying to liim, clasped him in her arms in an agony of 
grief. LTiiable to survive liis loss, she plunged a daggei* in her 
own breast, and died at his feet. The Persians then burst open 
the gates^ and plundered the city. Buhriim, when he saw what 
had* been done, reproached Tiis with being the causg of tins 
melancholy tragedy, and asked him ivliat account lift would 
give of his conduct to Kai-khosrau. Tiis was extremely con- 
cerned, and remaining three days at that place, erected a lofty 
monument to the memory of the unfortunate youth, and scented 
it with musk and camphor. He then pushed forward his 
army to attack another fort. That fort gave Avay, the com- 
mandant being killed in the attack ; and he then hisstened on 
tow^irds AfrilsiyAb, who had ordered Nizad witli tliirty thousand 
horsemen to hieet him. Byzun distinguished himself in the 
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contest which followed, but would have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy if he had not been rescued by his men, and conveyed 
from the field of battle. Afrasiyab pushed forward another 
force of forty thousand horsemen under Piran Wisah, who 
sulfered considerable loss in an oiigagement with Giw ; and in 
conseqiiciu^'. fell back for the purpose of retrieving himself by a 
shubkhun, or night attack. The resolution proved to be a 
good one : for when night came on, the J’ersians were found 
off their guard, many of them being intoxicated, and the havoc 
and destruction committed among them by the Tartars was 
dreadful. The survivors were in a miserable state of despon- 
dency, but it was not till morning dawned that Tus beheld tlic 
full extent of his defeat and the ruin that surrounded him. 
A\^hen Kai-khosrau heard of this heavy reverse, he Avrotc to 
Priburz, saying, I warned Tus not to proceed by the way oi\ 
Kullab, because my brother and his mother dwelt in that place, 
and their i*esidcnce ouglit to have been kept sacred. He has 
not only despised my orders, but he has cruelly occasioned the 
untimely death of both. Let him be bound, and sent to me a 
prispner, and do thou assume the command of the txrmy.’* 
Prlburz accordingly placed Tus in confinement, and sent him 
to Khosrau, who received and treated him with reproaches and 
wrath, jiiid consigned him to a dungeon, lie then wrote to 
Ph’iln, reproaching him for resorting lo a night attack so un- 
worthy of a brave man, and challenging him to resume the 
battle with him. Pinln said that he would meet him* after the 
lapse of a month, and at the expiration of that period both 
armies toe opposed to each other. The contest commenced 
with arrows, then swords, and then with javelins ; and Giw 
and Byzun were the foremost in l)earing down the warriors of 
the enemy, who suflered so severely that they turned aside to 
attack Frlburz, against whom they hoped to bo more successful. 
The assault which they made was overwhelming, and vast 
numbers were slain, so that Priburz, finding himself driven to 
extremity, was obliged to shelter himself and his remaining 
troops on the skirts of a mountain, fn the meantime Gudarz 
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and Glw determined tp keep their ground or perish, and sent 
Byzun to Friburz to desire him to join them, or if that was 
impracticable, to save the imperial banner by dispatching it to 
their care. To this message, Friburz replied : “ The traitors 
arc triumphant over me on every side, and I cannot go, nor 
will I give up the imperial banner, but, tell Gudarz to come to 
my aid” Upon receiving this answer, Byzun struck the 
standard-bearer dead, and snatching up the Dcrafsh Gjivahni, 
conveyed it to Gudarz, who, raising it on high, dii-ccted his 
troops against the enemy ; and so impetuous was tlie cliargc, 
that the caimage on both sides was prodigious. Only eight of 
the sons of Gudarz reiiiaincd alive, seventy of his kindred 
liaving been slain on tliat day, and many of the family of 
Kalis were also killed. Nor did the relations of Afnisiyiih and 
Birjln sufTer in a less degree, nine hundred of them, warriors 
and cavaliers, were sent out of the world ; yet victory rcmaiiK'd 
with the Timlnians. 

Wlien Afrasiyab was informed of the result of this battle, he 
sent presents and honorary di*esses to his oHicers, saying, “AVo 
inust not be contented Avith this triumph ; you have yet to 
obscure the martial glory of Rustem and Khosran.” Piniii 
replied, “No doubt that object will be accomplished Avith equal 
facility.” 

After the defeat of the Persian army, Fifburz retired under 
the cover of night, and at length arriA'cd at the coiii’t of 
Khosriin;.AYho Avas afllictcd Avith the deepest sorroAV, both on 
acc(»int of his loss in battle and the death of his brother 
Ferud. Rustem Avas noAV as usual applied to for the pTirposc of 
consoling the king, and extricating the empire from its present 
misfortunes. Khosrilu Avas induced to liberate ^lis from his 
confinement, and requested Rustem to head the army against 
Piran, but Tiis promptly offered his services, and the champion 
observed, He is fully competent to oppose the arms of Piran ; 
but if Afriisiyab takes the field, I Avill myself instantly foIloAV 
to tljo Avar.” Khosrau accordingly deputed Tus and Gudarz 
with a large .ai'iny, and the tAvo hostile pOAA^ers were soon placed 
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in opposition to each other. It is said that they were enf^aged 
seven days and nights, and that on the eighth Humdri canic 
forward, and eliallenged several wamors to fight singly, all of 
whom he successively slew. He then called upon Tus, hut 
Giidarz not permitting him to accept the challenge, sent Oiw in 
his stead. . The combatants met ; and after being wounded and 
exhausted by their struggles for mastery, each returned to his 
own post. The armies again engaged with aiTows, and again 
the carnage was great, but the battle remained undecided. 

riran had now recourse to supernatural agency, and sent 
Kami, a renowned magician, perfect in liis art, upon the neigh- 
bouring mountains, to involve them in darkness, and produce 
by his conjuration tempestuous showers of snow and hail. 
He ordered him to direct all their intense severity against the 
enemy, and to avoid giving any annoyance to the Turanian* 
army. Accordingly when Uiinuin and Piniii Wisahmade their 
attack, they had the co-operation of the elements, and the 
consequence was a desperate overthrow of the Persian army. 

So dreadful was the carnage, that the plain 
Was crimsoned with the blood of warriors slain. 

In this extremity, Tiis and Giidarz piously put up a prayer to 
God, earnestly soliciting protection from the horrors with which 
they were surrounded. 

0 Thou 1 the clement, the compassionate, 

We are thy servants, succour our distress, 

And save us from the sorcery that now 
, ^ Yields triumph to the foe. In thee alone 

t We place our trust ; graciously hear our prayer I 

Scarcely had this petition been uttered, when a mysterious 
person appeared to Eeham from the invisible world, and 
pointed to the mountain from whence the tempest descended. 
Beh^ immediately attended to the sign, and galloped forward 
to the mountain, where he discovered the magician upon its 
summit, deeply engaged in incantations and witchcraft. Forth- 
with he drew his sword and cut off this wizud’s aims. 
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Suddenly a whirlwind arose, which dissipated the utter dark- 
ness that prevailed ; and then nothing remained of the preter- 
natural gloom, not a particle of the hail or snow was to be 
seen : Reham, however, brought him down from the momitaiu 
and after presenting him before Tiis, put an end to bis wicked 
existence. The armies were now on a more e([iuil footing : 
they beheld more clearly the ravages that had, been committed 
by each, and each had great need of rest. They acccordingly 
fetired till the following day, and then again opposed eaeh 
other with renewed vigour and animosity. Rut fortune would 
not smile on tlie exertions of the Persian hosts, they being 
obliged to fall back upon the mountain Hamawun and in the 
fortress situated there Tiis deposited all his sick and wounded, 
continuing himself in advance to ensure their protection. 
Piraii seeing this, ordered his troops to besiege the place where 
Tiis had posted himself. This was objected to by Human, but 
Piraii was resolved upon the measure, and had several con- 
llicts with the enemy without obtaining any advantage over 
them. In the inouiitaiii-fortress there happened to be wells of 
Vatcr and abundance of grain aful provisions, so that the 
Persians were in no danger of being reduced by starvation. 
Khosrau, however, being informed of their situation, sent 
Rustem, accompanied by Friburz, to their assistance, and they 
were both welcomed, and received with rejoicing, and cordial 
satisfaction. The fortress gates were thrown open, and Rustem 
was pref^pntly seen seated upon a throne in the public hall, 
deltt)crating on the state of aflairs, suiTounded by the most 
distinguished loaders of the army, ^ 

In the mean while Pirtin Wisah had written to Afrtisiyiib, 
informing him that ho had reduced the Persian flrmy to great 
distress, had forceej them to take refuge in a mountain fort, and 
requested a further reinforcement to complete the victory, and 
make them all prisoners. Afrasiyab in consequence dispatched 
three illustrious confederates from different regions. Tiiere 
was,^hinkul of Sugsar, the Khak^n of Chin, whose crown was 
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the stony heavens, and Kdmds of Xnshdn, a hero of high 
renotro and wondrous in eveiy deed. 

For whoM lie frowned, the air grew freezing cold ; 

And when he fcmiled, the genial spring showered down 
Roses and hyacinths, and all was brightness I 


Piran went first to pay a visit to Kiimus, to whom he, almost 
trembling, described the amazing strength and courage of 
Rustem : but Kannis was too powerful to express alarm ou 
the contrary, he said ; 

“ Is praise like this to Rustem due ? 

And what, if all thou say’st be true ? 

Are his large limbs of iron made ? 

Will they resist my trenchant blade ? 

His head may now his shoulders gi’acc. 

But will it long relain its place ? 

Lot me but meet him in the light, 

And thou shall sec KamVis’s might 1 ’’ 

Pirdn’s spirits rose at this Md s]iocch, and encouraged by 
its eirocts, he repaired to the Khakjiii of Chin, with whom he 
settled the necessary arrangements for coiiuneneiiig l^attle ou 
the following day. Early in the morning the dillerent armies 
under Kamus, the Khakaii, and Pirau AVisali, were drawn out, 
and Rustem was also prepared with the troops under his 
command for tlic impending conflict. Ho saw that the force 
arrayed against him. was prodigious, and most tremendous in 
aspect ; and offering a prayer to the Creator, he plunged into 
thb battjd 

’Twas at midday the strife began, 

With steed to steed and man to m.iri ; 

The clouds of dust which rolled on high, 

Threw darkness o’er the earth and sky. 

Eacli soldier on the other rushed, 

And every blade with enrasou blushiHl , 
ivnd valiant hcjirts were trod n[>on, 
liike sand beneath the horse’s feet. 

And when the wariior’s life was gone, 

His mail became his winding sheet. 
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The first leader who advanced conspicuously from among the 
Tartar army was Ushkabtis, against whom Reham boldly 
opposed himself ; but after a short conflict, in which he had 
some difficulty in defending his life from the assaults of his 
antagonist, he thought it prudent to retire. When Ushkabus 
saw this, he turned round with the intention of rejoining his 
own troops ; but Rustem having witnessed the triumph over 
his friend, sallied forth on foot, taking up his bow, and placing 
a few arrows in his girdle, and asked him whither he was 
going. 

Astonished, Uslikabiis cried, “ Who art thou 7 
What kindred hast thou to lament thy fall 7 ’* 

Rustem replied : “ Why madl 3 '' seek to know 
That which can never jdcld th(‘o benefit 7 
M.y name is death to thee, thy hour is come 1 ” 

“ indeed I and thou on foot, mitl mounted warriors, 

To talk so bravely 1 ” — “ Yes,” the champion said ; 

“ And hast thou never heard of men on foot. 

Who conquered horstjmeri 7 I am scut by Tils, 

To take for him the horse of Ushkabiis.” 

What 1 and unarmisd 7” inquired the Tartar chief ; 

“ No I ” cried the champion, “ Mark, my bow and arrow 1 
Mark, too, with what effect they may be used 1 ” 

So sayiiifr, Rnstcra drew the string, and straight 
The arrow flew, and faithful to its aim, 

♦Struck dead the foemaii’s hoi>5e. This done, he laughed, 

But Ushkabils was wroth, and showered upon 
His bold antagonist his quivered store — 

Then Rustem raised liis bow, with eager 
Choosing a dart, and placed it on the string, 

A thong of elk-skin ; to his ear he drew 

The feathered notch, and when the point had touched 

Tlte other hand, tlie bended horn recoiled, 

And twang the arrow sped, jnercing the bi-cast 
Of Ushkabus, who fell a lifeless corse, 

As if he never had been born 1 Ercft,* 

And firm, the champion stood upon the plain, 

Towering like mount Alberz, immoveable, 

TTie gaze and wonder of the adverse host 1 


AVhen Rustem, still unknown to the Tiirdnian forces, returned 
to his own* army, the Tartars carried away the body of Ush- 
kabus, and took it to the Khakan of Chin, who ordered the 
arrQ^^to be 'drawn out before him ; and when he and Kdmus 
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saw how deeply it had penetrated, and that the feathered end 
was wet with blood, they were amazed at the immense power 
which had driTeii it from the bow ; they had never witnessed 
or heard of any thing so astonishing! The fight was, in 
consequence, suspended till the following day. The Khakiiu 
of Chin then incpiired who was disposed or ready to be 
revenged on il]c enemy for the death of Uslikabiis, when 
Kiiinus advanced, and, soliciting permission, urged forward his 
horse to the middle of the plain. He then called aloud for 
Kustem, but a Kabul hero, named Alwund, a pupil of Rustem’s 
asked his mastei'*s permission to o^qinso the challenger, wliich 
being granted, he rushed headlong to the combat. Luckless 
however were his elforts, for he was soon overthrown and slain, 
and then Rushnn ap[)carcd in arms before the conqueror, \\dio 
hearing liis voice, cried : A7hy this arrogance and clamour ! 
f am not like Ushkabiis, a trembler in thy presence.” Rustem 
replied : 

*• Wlion the lion sees his })r(‘y, 

Sees the elk-deer eiDss his way, 

Hoars he not. ^ The very ground 
Ti’i inbles al the dreadful sound. 

And art thou from terror free, 

Wlieii opposed in light to me I ” 

Kaiiiiis now examined him with a stern eye, and was satisfied 
that he had to contend against a powerful wanior : he there- 
fore with the utmost alacrity threw his kamund, which 
Rustem avoided, but it Ml over the bead of his horse 
Rakusb. Anxious to extricate himself from this dilemma, 
Rustem dexterously (Jaught hold of one end of the kamund, 
whilst Kar.".^is dragged and strained at the otlicr ; and so much 
strength was applied that the line broke in the middle, and 
Kamiis in consequence tuinblcHi backwards to the ground. The 
boaster had almost succeeded in remounting his horse, when 
he was secured round the neck by Rustem’s own kamund, and 
conveyed a prisoner to the Persian army, where he was put to 
death 1 
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The fate of Kilmiis produced a deep sensation among the 
Turanians, and Plrjin Wlsah, partaking of the general alarm, 
and thinking it impossible to resist the power of Kustem, 
proposed to retire frctti the contest, but the Khakari of Chin 
was of a different opinion, and offered himself to remedy the 
evil which threatened tliem all. Moreover the warrior, Chin- 
gush, volunteered to fight with Rustem ; and.having obtained 
the Khakan’s permission, he took the field, and boldly challenged 
the champion. Rustem received the foe with a smiling counte- 
nance, and the stinggle begiin with arrows. After a smart 
attack on both sides, Chingush thought it prudent to fly from 
the overwhelming force of Rustem, wlio, however, steadily 
pursued him, and adroitly seizing the horse by the tail, hurled 
him from his saddle. 

He grasped the charger’s flowing tail, 

And all were struck with terror pale, 

To see a sight so strange ; the foe, 

Dismounted by one desperate blow ; 

The captive asked for life in vain, 

His recreant blood bedewed the plain. 

His head was from his shoulders wrung, 

H is body to the vultures flung. 

Rustem, after this exploit, invited some other hero to single 
combat ; but at tlic moment not one rc2)licd to his challenge. 
At last Human came forward, not hoAVcver to fight, but to 
remonstjate, and make an effort to put an end to the war which 
thr,patcned total destruction to his country. ‘'MTiy such 
bitter enmity ? why such a whirlwind of rcsentmeiAJ^ ” said 
he ; “ to this T ascribe the calamities under which we suffer ; 
hut is there no way by which this sanguinary oertfeer of ven- 
geance can be checked or moderated ? ” Rustem, in answer, 
enuipe'-<ited the aggressions and the crimes of AfrilsiyAb, and 
..je*’’" ^lally. dwelt on the atrocious murder of Saidwush, which he 
i^p^^ared could never be pardoned. Hiinnin wished to know his 
^iianjie ; but Rustem refused to tell him, and requested Pirdn 
mig*ht be sent to him, to whom he would communicate 
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his thoughts, and the secrets of his heart freely. Humjin ac- 
cordingly returned, and informed Plrsin of the champion’s 
wishes. 

“ Thi.s must T)e llustem, stronj^^er than tlic pard, 

The lion, or IJio Egyptian crocodilo, 

Or fell Tblis ; dreams never painted hero 
"Half so tremendous on the battle plain.” 

The old man said to him ; 

“ Tf this be Rustem, then the time has come, 

Dreaded so long — for Avhat but fire and sword, 

Can now await us ? Every town laid waste, 

Soldier and peasant, husband, wife, and child. 

Sharing the miseries of a ravaged land 1 ” 

With tears in his eyes and a heavy heart, Piran repaired 'to 
the Khakiiii, who, after some discussion, permitted him in these 
tenns to go and confer with Rustem. 

“ Depart then speedful on thy embassy. 

And if he seeks for peace, adjust the Uums, 

And presents to be sent us. If. he talks 
Of war and vengeance, and is clothed in mail. 

No sign of peace, why we must trust in Tlcavcn 
For strength to crush his hopes of victory. 

He is not formed of iron, nor of brass, 

But flesh and blood, with human nerves and hair, 

He does not in the battle tread the cloiuls, 

Nor can he vanish, like the demon race, — 

Then why this sorrow, wliy these marks of grief ? 

He is not stronger than an elephant ; 

Not he, but I will show him what it is 
To fight or gambol with an elephant 1 
, ^Besides, for every man his army boasts, 

We have three Hundred — wherefore then be sad ? ” 

Nojiwithsfcanding these expressions of confidence, Pfrin’ii 
heart was full of alarm and terror ; but he hastened to the 
Persian camp, and made himself known to the champion of 
the host, who frankly said, after he had heard PirAn’s name, 
** 1 am Rustem of Zdbul, armed as thou seest for battle t ” 
Upon which Plrdn respectfi^lly dismounted, and paid ^he 
usual hoiQage to his illifstpious rank and distinct}^' 
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Rustem said to him, bring thee the blessings of Kai-khosrilu 
and Ferangls, his mother, who nightly see thy face in their 
dieams.” 


“ Blessings from mo, upon that royal youth 1 ” 

Exciairacd the go(xl old man. “ Blessings on her, 

The daughter of Afraaiydb, his mother, 

Who saved my life — and blessings upon thcc^ 

Thou matchless hero I Thou hast come for vengeance, 

Jn the dear name of gallant Saiawush, 

Of Saidwush, the husband of my child, 

(The beautiful Gillshaher), of him who loved me 
As [ had been his father. His brave son, 

Feri'id, was slaughtered, an I hia mother too, 

And Khosrau w’as his brother, now the; king, 

By whom he fell, or if not by his word, 

Whose was the guilty hand ? Has punishment 
Been meted to the otfouder? I protected, 

In mine own house, tlie princess Forangis ; 

And when her son was bom, Kai-khosrau, still 
1, at the risk of my existence, kept them 
Safe from the fury of Afrasiyab, 

Wlio would liavc sacrifice*! the child, or both 1 
And night and d.ay I watched them, till tlie hour 
When they escaped and crossed the boundary-stream. 

Enough of this 1 Now let us speak of peace, 

Since the confederates in this mighty war 
Arc guiltless of the blood of SaiAwush 1 ” 

Rustem, in answer to Piran, observed, that in negotiating 
the terms of pacification, several important points were to be 
considered, and several indispensable matters to be attended to. 
No peace could bo made unless the principal actors in the 
blocjdy tragedy of Saidwush’s death were first given up, par- 
ticularly Gersiwaz ; vast sums of money were also requited to be 
presented to the king of kings ; and, moreover, Rustem said he 
would disdain making peace at all, but that it e^^led Plrsin 
bo«do service to Kai-khosr^u. Pintn saw the difficulty of ac- 
ceding to these demands, but he speedily laid them before the 
EQiak^n, who consulted his confederates on the subject, and^ 
ifter due consideration, their pride and shame resisted the 
which they thought ignominious. Shinkul, a king 
wi^a yiftlent opposer of the terms, and deg]ai!ed against. 
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peace on any such conditions. Several other warriors expressed 
their readiness to contend against Rustem, and they flattered 
themselves that by a rapid succession of attacks, one after the 
the other, they would easily overpower him. The Khakdn was 
pleased with this conceit and permitted Shinkul to begin the 
struggle. Accordingly ho entered the plain, and summoned 
Rustem to renew the fight. The champion came and stinick 
him with a spear, whicli, penetrating his breast, threw him off 
his horse to the ground. The dagger was already raised to 
finish his career, but he sprang on his feet, and quickly ran 
away to tell his misfortune to the Khakiin of Chin. 

And thus he cried, in look forlorn, 

‘‘ Tins foe is not of mortal born ; 

A furious elqdinnt in fight, 

A very mountain to the sight ; 

No warrior of the human race, 

That ever wielded s])ear or macc, 

Alone this dragon could withstand, 

Or live beneath his conquering brand 1 ” 

The Khakiin reminded him how different were his feelings 
and sentiments in the morning, and having asked liim what 
he now proposed to do, lie said that without a considerable 
force it would be useless to return to the field ; five thousand 
men were therefore assigned to him, and with them he pro- 
ceeded to engage the champion. Rustem had also been joined 
by his valiant companions, and a general battle ensued. The 
heavens were obscured by the dust which ascended from the 
tramp cf' the horses, pd the plain was crimsoned with the 
blood of the slain. In the midst of the contest, Sdwa, a relation 
of Kamiis, burst forward and sought to be revenged on Rus- 
tem for the fate of his friend. The champion raised his battle- 
axe, and giving Rakush the rein, with one blow of his 
mace removed him to the other world. No sooner had he 
dispatched this assailant than he was attacked by another of the 
kindred of Kdraiis, named Kabdr, whom he also Blew,^and 
thus humbled the pride of the Eushanians, Elat^ with ' 
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saccess, and having further displayed his valour among the 
enemy’s troops, he vowed that he would now encounter the 
Khakiin himself, and despoil him of all his pomp and treasure. 
For this puriiosc he selected a thousand horsemen, and thus 
supported, approached the kulubgah, or head-cpiarters of the 
monarch of Chin. The clamour of the cavalry, amf the clash 
of spears and swords, resounded afar. The air became as dark 
as the visage of an Ethiopian, and the field was covered with 
^several heads, broken armour, and the bodies of the slain. 
Amidst the conflict Rustem called aloud to the Kliakiin : 


“ Surrender to my arms those elephants, 

That ivory throne, that crown, and chain of gold ; 

Fit trophies for Ivai-khosrau, Persia’s king ; 

For what hast thou to do with diadem 

And sovereign power 1 My noose shall sof)u secure thee, 

And I will send thee living to his presence ; 

Since, looking on my valour and my strength, 

Life is enough to grant thee. If thou wilt not 
Besigii thy crown and throne — ^tby doom is sealed.” 


. • The Khakin, filled with indignation at these haughty words, 
cautioned Rustem to pariy off his own danger, and then com- 
manded his troops to assail the enemy with a shower of arrows. 
I’he attack was so tremendous and terrifying, even beyond the 
picturings of a dream, that Griidarz was alarmed for the safety 
of Rustem, and 'sent Rehiim and G 'w to his aid. Rustem said 
to Rehanj : — “ I fear that my horse Rakush is becoming 
weary of exertion, in which case what shall I do in this con- 
flict with the enemy ? I must attack oii^foot the Khakdn of 
Chin, though he has an army here as countless as legions of ants 
or locusts ; but if Heaven continues my friend, I sfiall stretch 
many of them in tlie dust, and take many prisoners. The 
captives I will send to Khosrau, and all the spoils of Chin.” 
Saying this, he pushed forward, roaring like a tiger, towards 
the Khakdn, and exclaiming with a stern voice : — The Tiirks 
are allied to the devil, and the wicked are always unprosperous. 
Then hast not. yet Men in with Rustem, or thy brain would 
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have been bemldered. He is a never-dying dragon, always 
seeking the strongest in battle. But thou hast nob yet had 
enough of even me ! ” He then drew his kamund from the 
saddle-strap, and praying to God to graht him victory over his 
foes, urged on Rakush, and wherever he threw the noose, his 
aim was successful. Great was the slaughter, and the Khaktln, 
seeing from tl>o back of his white elephant the extent of his 
loss, and beginning to be apprehensive about his own safety, 
ordered one of his warriors, well acquainted with the language 
of Iran, to solicit from the enemy a cessation of hostilities. 


“ Say hence this wi'atli on us, this keen revenge? 

Wc never injured Saiawusli ; 4,lie kings 
Of Ind an<l Cliiii are guiltless of his blood ; 

Then why ihis wrath on strangei’s? Spells and charms, 
Used hy Afravsiyaij, — the cause of all — 

Have brought us hither to contend against 
The champion llustcm ; and since peace is better 
Than war and bloodshed, let us part in peace.” 


The messenger having delivered his message, Rustem 
replied : — 

“ My words arc few. Let him give up his crown, 

His golden collar, throne, and elephants ; 

These are the terms I grant. He came for plunder, 

And now' he asks for peace. Tell him again, 

Till all his treasure and liis crown are mine, 

His throne and elephants, he seeks in vain 
For peace with Rustem, or the Persian king I ” 


WhiiU the Khakan was infonned of these reiterated condi- 
tions, he burst out into bitter reproaches and abuse ; and 
with so Icrtii a voice, that the wind conveyed them distinctly 
to Rustem’s car. The champion immediately prepared for the 
attack; and approaching the enemy, flung his kamund, by 
which he at once dragged the Khakan frqin his white elephant. 
The hands of the captured monarch were straightway bound 
liehind his back. Degraded and helpless he stood, and a 
single stroke deprived him of his crown, and throne, and lifr , 
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Such are, since time began, the ways of Heaven ; 
Such the decrees of fate 1 Sometimes raised up. 
And sometimes hunted down by cjieniies, 

Men, struggling, pass through this precarious life, 
Exalted now ta sovereign power ; and now 
Steeped in the gulph of poverty and sorrow. 

To one is given the ailiiienec of Karun ; 

Another dies in w^ant. How little know we 
What hue our future fortune may assume I 
The world is all deceit, dcccplioTi all I 


' Piran Wisah beheld the disasters of tlio day, lie saw the 
Khakd»n of Chin delivered over to- Tiis, his dcatli, and tlie 
fanners of the con tederates overthrown ; and sorrowing said ; — 
This day is the day of flight, not of victory to ns ! This is 
no time for son to protect father, nor father son — we must 
fly ! In the meanwhile Kustein, aniiuated by feelings of a 
W’y difiFereiit kind, gave a banquet to his warrior friends, in 
^lebration of the triumph. 

S When the intelligence of the overthrow and death of Kilmiis 
imd the Khakaii of Chin, and the dispersion of their armies, 
reached Afriisiyab, he was overwhelmed with distress and con- 
Bternation, and expressed his determination to l)c revenged ou 
■the conquerors. Not an Iranian, he said, should remain alive ; 
and the doors of his treasury were thrown open to equip and 
reward the new army, which was to consist of a hundred 
thousand men. 

Rustem having communicated to Kai-khosruii, tlu’ough 
Friburz, tie account of his success, received the most satis- 
factory marks of his sovereign’s applause ; but still anxious* 
to promote the glory of his country, he* engaged in new ex- 
ploits. He went against Kafur, the king of the citv af Bidiid, 
a cannibal, who feasted on human flesh, especially on the young 
wonien of his countiiy, and those of the greatest beauty, being 
the richest 'morsels, were first destroyed. He soon overpowered 
and slew the monster, and having given his body to be de- 
voured by dogs, plundered and razed his castle to the ground* 
Ishis h^ invaded and ravaged the province of Khoten, 
the dependencies of TiirAn, and recently the pdssce* 
* O 2 
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sion of Saiawiisli, wliiuli was a new affliction to Afrdsiyilb, wlio, 
alarmed about Iiis own empire, dispatched a tinisty ijersoii 
secretly to Rustem’s camp, to obtain private intelligence of his 
hostile movements. The answer of the sj)y added considerably 
to his distress, and in the dilemma he consulted with Piniii 
Wisah, that he might have the benefit of the old man’s ex- 
perience and wTsdom. Piran told him that he had failed to 
make an impression upon the Persians, even assisted by Kaiin'is 
the Kashilnian, and the Khakan of Chin ; both had been slain 
in battle, and therefore it would be iii vain to attempt further 
offensive measures without the most powerful aid. Tliei’c was, he 
added, a neighbouring king, named Puladwund,who alone seemed 
equal to contend with Rustem, lie was of immense stature, 
and of prodigious strength, and might, by the favour of 
licaven, be able to subdue him. Afrjisiyab was pleased with 
this information, mid immediately invited Puladwund, by 
letter, to assist liim in exterminating the champion of Persia. 
Puladwund was jiroud of the honour conferred upon him, and 
readily complied ; hastciiiug the preparation of his own armj' 
to co-operate with that of Afnisiyjil). He presently joined him, 

. and the whole of the combined forces rapidly marched against 
the enemy. The first warrior he encountered was Giw, whom 
he caught with Ids kamund. Rcham and Ryzun seeing this, 
instantly rushed forward to extricate their brother and 
champion in arms ; but they too were also secured in the same 
manner 1 In the struggle, however, the kamunds^gave way, 
*and th«n Puladwund dixiw his sword, and by several slji’okes 
wounded them all. • The father, Giidarz, apprised of this 
disaster, ^ijiich had uufortimately happened to three of his 
sous, applied to Rustem for succour. The champion, the 
refuge, the protector of all, was, as iisiiah T*Gady to repel* the 
enemy. He forthwitli advanced, liberated his friends, and 
dreadful was the conflict which followed. The club was used 
with great dexterity on both sides ; but at length Puladwund 
struck his antagonist such a blow that the sound ofMt was_ 
heard by the troops at a distance^ and Rustem; stunned Ji 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 


197 


severity, thought himself opposed with so much vigour, that 
lie prayed to the Almighty for a prosperous issue to the 
engagement. 

*' SIiouUlaT be in this strufr^lii slniii, 

Wh:it slay for Pci-sia will bo left? 

Nomi to (lotVnd Kni-khos raw's 1*1*11,01, 

OF me, his warrior-chief, bereft. 

Then village, town, and city f^ny, 

Will feel the cruel Tartar's sway 1 ” • 


Piiladwuiid wishing to follow iij) the blow by a final stroke 
of his sword, found to his amazement that it recoiled from the 
armour of Ilnstem, and then(‘(* he ju*()post‘d another mode or 
fighting, which he hoped would he more siu‘x*essfiil. He wished 
to try his power in wrestling. The challenge was acce])tc(l. 
By agreement both armies retired, and left the spacie of a 
fareang between them, and no one was alloweil to afibrd assist- 
ance to cither combatant. Afnisiyab was pri'^eiit, and sent 
word to Puladwurul, the moment he got RiisU^m iimler him, to 
plunge a sword in his heart. The contest began, but Puhid- 
mmd had no opportunity of fulfilling the wishes of Aihisiyah. 
Rustem grasped him with such vigour, lifted him u]) in his 
arms, and dashed him so furiously on the plain, that the boaster 
seemed to be killed on the spot. Rustem imlced thought he 
had put a period to his life ; and with that im|)rcssion left him, 
and remounted Rakush ; but the crafty rriladwiind only pre- 
tended to be dead ; and as soon as he foniid himself released, 
sprang upland escaped, flying like an arrow to his own side. 
He then told Afrasiyab how he had saved his life by counter-, 
feitiiig death, and assured him that it wjis uselciss to cfinteml 
against Rustem. The champion having witnessed tl^js subter- 
fuge, turned round in pursuit, and the 'fartars i-eccived him 
with a shower of aiTOWS ; but the attat;k was well answered, 
Puladwund being so alarmed that, without saying a word to 
AfrAsiyilb, be fled from the field. Piraii now counselled Afra- 
siyitb to escape also to the remotest part of Tartary. As tlie 
flight of Pul^wund had disheartened the Tuninian troops, and 
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there was no chance of profiting by furtlier resistance, Afnlsiyilb 
took his advice, and so jirecipitate was his retreat, that he en- 
tirely abandoned his standards, tents, horses, arms, and treasure 
to an iirnnonse amount, "riic most Taliutblc booty was sent by 
Rustem to the king of Tran, and a consideral>lc portion of it 
was divided among the ciiiefs and the soldiers of the army, 
lie tlien mmintiHl Rakusli, and procioeded to the court of Kai- 
khosvau, where he was received with the liiglicst honours and 
witli nnhoiimled rejoicings. The king opened his jewel chamber, 
and gave liim the ri(‘liest rubies, and vessels of gold filled with 
musk and aloes, and also splendid garinonts ; a Imndred beau- 
tiful damsels weai-ing ei-owns and car-rings, a Imndred horses, 
and a Imndred (;amels. Having tlms terminated triumphantly 
the cami)aigii, Rustem carried with him to Zabnl the blessings 
and admiration of his country. 


AKWAN Dlw. 

And now we conic 0* Akwsin Di'w, 
Whom JiUstciu next in conihat slew. 


One day as Kai-khosnki was sitting in Ids beautiful garden, 
abounding in roses and the balmy luxuriance of springy sur- 
ronndtt/t l)y Ijis Avarriors, and enjoying the pleasures of the 
baiupict witli music and singing, a peasant approached, and 
informed' itVm of a most mysterious apparition, A wild ass, he 
said, liad come in from the neighbouring forest ; it had at least 
the external appearance of a wild ass^ but possessed such super- 
natural strength, that it had rushed among the horses in the 
royal stables Avith the ferocity of a lion or a demon, doing ex 
tensive injury, and in fact appeared to bo an evil spirit !. Kai 
khosriiu felt assured that it was something more«thaa iti 
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to be, and looked round among his warriors to know what 
should be done. It was soon found that Riisteiii was tlie only 
person capable of giving effectual assistance in this oiucrgency, 
and accordingly a niyssage was forwarded to request his ser- 
vices. The chainj)ion instantly complied, and it was not long 
before he occupied himself upon tlie im])ortiint .enterprise. 
Guided by the ixjasant, lie iwoceeded in tlie first place toAvards 
the spot where tlie inystcrious animal laid been seen ; but it 
was not till the fourth day of his search that lie fell in witli 
him, and then, being anxious to secure him alive, and send 
him as a troidiy to Kai-kliosr/ui, he threw his kiiininid ; but it 
Avas in vaiu : tlie wild ass in a mmnent vanished ont of sight I 
From this circnmstaiiee Rustem observed, ‘‘ ^.fliis i‘aii he no 
other than AkAvan Diw, and my weapon must noAV be either 
dagger or SAVord.” Tlie next time the Avikl ass appeared he 
pursued liim Avith his draAvn SAAmrd; but on lifting it up to 
strike, nothing was to bo seen. He tj'ied again, when he Ciame 
near luin, botli spear and arroAV : still the animal vanished, dis- 
appointing his l)loAV ; and thus three flays and nights he con- 
tinued fighting, as it Averc against a shadow. Wearied at length 
Avith his exertions, he dismounted, and leading Rakush to a 
green spot near a limpid fountain or rivulet of spring Avatci’, 
alloAVcd him to graze, and then Avent to sleep. AkAviin P'W 
seeing from a distance that Rustem had fallen asleep, rushed 
ioAvards him like a Avhirlwind, and riqiidly digging up the 
ground on every side of him, took up the plot of ground and 
tho champion together, placed them upon his head, and walked 
aAvay with them. Rustem ])eiug aAVukened Avilh tho niqtion, he 
was thus addressed by the giant-demou ;* 

“ Warrior I now no longer fruo ! 

Tell uje what thy wish mny be ; 

Shall 1 plunge thee in tlie sea, 

Or leave thee on the mouiiLain drear, 

None to give thee succour, near ? 

Tell thy wish to me 1" 

Dct^TSjistem^’tbus deplorably in the power of the demon, began 
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to conRi’der what was ])csfc to be done, and recollecting that it 
Wits custonv.uy with tliat supernatural race to act by the rule 
of contraries, in opi)osition to an expressed desire, said in reply, 
for he knew that if he was thrown intoihe sea there would be 
a good chance of escape : — 

“ (), i)luni>:(3 me not in the roaiincf sea, 

'J’he maw^ioC a tisli is no home for me ; 
lint cast me forlii on the mountain ; there 
Is the lion’s liaiiiit and tiie h'j^er’s lair ; 

And for t.henj I slinll ha a morsel of food, 

'J’licy will cat my flesh and drink my blond ; 

Ihit mj Imuk'S will Ikj left, 1<» shew' 1h(‘ |)lacc 
When! Iliis f«uin was <levoiircd l^ the feline race; 

V<‘s. somolhiiii^ will then remain of mi, 

Wlulst Tiolhinuf csea]>cs fmm the roariiif^ sea ! ” 


Akwdn Di'w having heard this particular desire of Rustem, 
determined at once to thwart him, and for this purpose he 
raised him up witli his hands, and flung him from his lofty 
position lieadloug into the deej) and roaring ocean. Down he 
fell, and si crocodile speedily darted upon him with the eager 
intention of devouring him alive ; hut Rustem drew his sword 
with alacrity, and severed the monster's head from his hotly. 
Another came, and was put lo death in the same manner, and 
the water was crimsoned witli blood. At last he succeeded in 
swimming safely on shore, and instantly returned thanks to 
Heaven for tlie signal protection he had experienced, 

nrenstiiij? the \vavc, with fearless skill 
He ummI his f,dittering l>vaud; 

Ami glorious ami ti'ium])haiit biill, 

JIi! (juiekly mieheil the straml. 


He tlicn moved towards the fountain where he had left 
Rakush ; but, to his great alarm and vexation his matchless 
horse was not there, lie wandered about for some, time, and 
in the end found him among a herd of liorses belonging to 
Afnlsiyilb. Having fimt caught him, and resumed his .scat in 
the saddle, he resolved upon capturing and driving away^ 
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whole herd, and conveyin^jf them to Kai-khosnln. lie wtis 
carrying into eifecb this resolution when the noise awoke the 
keepers specially employed by Alr.Lsiytib, and they, indigiuint 
at this outrageous proejeeding, called iogtjtlier a strong party to 
pursue the aggressor. When they luul nearly readied him, he 
turned boldly round, and said aloud : — “ 1 am Rustem, tlie 
descendant of Sam. I have conquered Afnisiyiib in liattle, and 
after that dost thou presume to oppose me?'^ 1 fearing this, 
the keepers of the Tartar stud instantly turned their backs, and 
ran away. 

It so happened that at this period Afnisiyab paid his annual 
visit to his nursery of horses, and on his coining to the meadows 
ill which they were kept, neither horses nor keeiiers were to he 
seen. Ill a short time, however, he was inf(H’m(‘d hy those wlio 
had returned from the pursuit, that RiisLimi was the person who 
had carried oiV the herd, and upon hearing of this outrage, he 
proceeded with his troops at once to attack him. Impatient at 
the indignity, ho approacjhcd Rustem with great fury, hut was 
presently compelled to fly to save his life, and thus allow his 
Ifcrd of favourite steeds, together with four elephants, to ho 
placed in the possession of Kai-khosniu. Rustem then returned 
to the meadows and the fountain near tlu', hahitalaon of Akwj'in 
l)iw ; and there he again met with the demon, who tlr*" 
accosted him ; — 

“ What 1 art thou then awusctl f;oni death’s dark sleep? 

Hi^it thou escaped the monstei-s of the deep / 

And dost thou seek upon the dusty plain 
To strugjjlc witli a demon’s r jr ai?ain ? 

Of Hint, or brass, or iron is ..oriii ! , 

Or caiist thou, like the deiiK. raise the dreadful battle 
storm V - ^ 

• 

Rustem, hearing this taunt from tlie tongue of Akwttn IMw, 
prepared for fight and threw his kamund with such precision 
and force, that tiie demon was entangled in it, and then he 
struck him such a mighty blow with his sword, that it severed 
tJje^h^d from the body. The severed head of the unclean 
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monster ho transmitted as a tropliy to Kai-kliosrjtii, by 'whom 
it was rc^!;ardc(l with ainazciuent, on account of its hideous 
expression ami its vast si/o. After this extraordinary feat, 
llustem paid his respects to the and was received as usual 
with distill t>iii.shetl lioiiour and afiectioii ; and having enjoyed 
the magniri(iout hospitality of the court for some time, he re- 
turned to Zahulistan, acconipaniiMl part of the way by Kai- 
khosraii liiniself and a crowd of valiant warriors, ever anxious 
to acknowledge his superior wortli and prodigious strength. 


Tjik story ot’ P.YZUN and MANtJICFI, the 
Uaughthh of AFPvASIYAB. 

One day tlio jjcojdc of Arinitn jK^tiiioned ICai-khosrdu to 
remove frean tlicin a grievous calamity. The country they 
inliahitcd was overi'un with herds of wild boars, which nou 
only destroyed the prcKliw^e of their fields, but the fruit and 
ilowers in their oreAiards and gardens, and so extreme was the 
Ibroeity of tlui animals that it was dangerous to go abroad ; 
Lliey tlici’cforc solicited protection From tliis disastnius visita- 
tion, and lioiied for relief The king was at the time enjoying 
himself amidst his warriors at a banquet, drinking wine, and 
listening to music and the songs of bowitcliing damsels. 

Tlio j^lancc «f beauty, and the cliarm 
0£ heavenly sounds, so solt and tlirilling, 

-And ruby wine, must ever warm 

The heart, with love and rapture filling. 

Can aught more sweet, more genial jii’ove, 

Than melt lug music, wine, and love ? 


The moment he was made acquainted with the grievances 
endured by the Armaniaiis, lie referred the matter the 
consideration of his counsellors and nobles^ in. 6rder 
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remedy might be immediately applied. Byzun, when he heard 
what was required, and luid learned the disposition of the 
king, rose up at once with all the enthusiasm of youtli, and 
offered to undertake tljo extermination of the wild boars himsell'. 
But Giw objected to so great a hazard, for Ijo was too young, 
he said ; a hero of greater cxiKjriencc lu'ing ijccessary for such 
an arduous enteiprise. Byzun, howc>'er, was not to be rejected 
oil this account, and observed, that tliouglf young, he^ was 
mature in judgment and discretion, and lie relied on the libevfd 
decision of the king, who at length permitted him to go, but 
he was to be accompanied by the veteran warrior Girgin, 
Accordingly Byzun and Girgi'ii set oil* on the jierilous expe- 
dition ; and after a journey ol‘ several dhys arrived at the place 
situated between Iran and Tiiri'm, wliei’e the wild boars were 
the most destructive, in a short time a great number were 
hunted down and killed, and Byzun, utterly to destroy tlio 
sustenance of the depredators, set lire to the forest, and reduced 
the whole of the cultivation to ashes. Jlis exertions were, in 
short, entirely successful, and the country was thus freed from 
4ihe visitation which had occasioned so much distress and ruin. 
To give incontestable proof of this exploit, he cut off the heads 
of all the wild boam, and took out the tusks, to send to Kai- 
khosrilu. When Girglii had witnessed the inticpidiby and 
boldness of Byzun, and found him dotermiiied to send tUe 
evidence of his bravery to Kai-khosniii, he became envious of 
the youth’s success, and anticipated by comiiarison the min of 
his own name and the gratification of his foes. He therefore 
attempted to dissuade him from sending the trophji‘S to the 
king, and having failed, he resolved upim getting him out of 
the way. To effect this i)Ui*pose he woiked upon '^le feelings 
and the passions of Byzun with consummate art, and whilst 
his victim was wArm with wine, praised him beyond all the 
warriora of the age. Ho then told him he had heard that at no 
great distance from them there was a beautiful place, a garden 
of perpetual spring, which was visited every vernal season by 
eManijeh^ thc.lovely daughter of Afr^siyih- 
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“ It is a spot bej07ul imagination 
Delightful to the heart, where roses bloom, 

And sparkling fountains murmur — where the earth 
Is rich witJi mauy-colourcd flowc'rs ; unci musk 
Floats un tlie gcntlci breezes, hyaeinths 
And lilies add their perfume — golden It’uit 
Weigli <lo\vn the branches of the lofty trees, 

The glittering ])hcusant moves in stateLy i»omp, 

'J’lKybiilbul warbles from the cypress bough, 

And love-inspiring damsels may be seen 
O’er liill alfid dale, their lips all winning smiles, 

Their eliceks like roses — in their slocj»y eyes 
Delicious liingiior dwelling. Over them 
Presides the daughter of AfrAsiyub, 

The beautiful Maidjch ; should we go, 

(’'J’is but a little distance), and cneainp 
Among the lovely groups — in that retreat 
Whie.li blooms lik^ 1‘nradise — we may secure 
A bevy of fair viigins for the king 1 ” 

Tiyzmi was excited by this description ; and impatient to 
realize what it promised, re[)aired without delay, accoinpani^ 
by (Jirgin, to tlie roinautic retirement of the princess. They^ 
approtichcd so clos(‘ to the snmmer-tcnt in which she dwelt that' 
she liad ti full view of Byzun, and imniothatcly becoming deeply 
enamoured of liis jtorson, disjuitc.hed a conlidential domestic, 
lier nurse, to inquire who he was, and from wlieiice he came. 


(Jo, and beneath that ey})rc*ss tree, 
AVlierc now he sits so gracefully. 

Ask him his name, that radi uit ui<X)n, 
And he may grant another boon ! 
I’ercliance he may to me impart 
The secret wishes of his heart I 
Tell him he must, and further say, 

'J’lmt I have lived here many a day ; 
That every yenr, whilst spring discloses 
Tlie fragraht breath of budding roscjs, 

I pass my time in rural pleasure ; 

Ilut never — never such a treasure, 

A mortal of such jieifoct mould, 

Did these admiring eyes behold I 
Never, since it has been my lot 
To dwell ill this scquestcrwl spot. 

A youth by nature so designed 
To soothe a love-lorn damsel's mind I 
His wondrous looks my bosom tlirill 
Can Saiiwush be living stilU ’* 
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The nurse communicated faithfully the message of Main'jeh, 
and Byziin’s countenance glowed with delight when he heard it. 
“Tell thy fair mistress,” he said in reply, “that I am not 
Saitiwush, but the soil of Giw. I came from Iran, with the 
express permission of the king, to exterminate a tciriblc and 
destructive herd of wild boars in this ncighbourlnTod ; and 1 
have cut off their licads, and torn out tlieir tusks to he sent to 
Kai-khosrau, that the king and his warriors may fully appreciate 
the exploit I have performed. But having heard afterwards 
of thy mistress’s beauty and attractions, home and my father 
were forgotten, and I have pr(‘ferrcd following my own desires 
by coming hither. If tliou wilt therefore forward my views ; 
if thou wilt become my friend by introducing me to thy 
mistress, who is possessed <d‘ such matchless charms, these 
precious gems are thine and this coronet of gold. Perhaps the 
daughter of Afrasiyab may be induced to listen to my suit.” 
The nurse was not long in making known the sentiments of 
the stranger, and Manijeh miH equally prompt in ex2)re8sing 
Ijier consent. The message was full of ardour and affection. 

O youth, iio farther roam, 

This suiiiiiior-tciit shjill be thy home ; 

Then will the clouds of grief d»*j)art 
From this enamoured, anxious heart. 

For thee I live— thou art the liglit 
Which makes my future fortune bright. 

Should arrows pour like showers of rain 
Upon my head — ’twould be in vain ; 

Nothing can ever injure mo, 

Blessed with thy love — possessed of tliee ! ” 

•t 

Byzun therefore proceeded unobserved to the tent of the 
princess, who on meeting and receiving him, pressed him to her 
bottom ; and taking off* his Kaiaiii girdle, that he might be 
more at his ease, asked him to sit down and relate the particulai*s 
of his enterprise among the wild boars of the forest. Having 
done BO, he added that he had left Girgin behind him. 


Deu 


** Enraptured, and impatient to survey 
Thy^^harms, 1 brook’d no pause upon the way.' 
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Ho was immediately perfumed with musk and rose-water, 
and refreshments of every kind were set before him ; musicians 
played their swoeLcsb airs, and dark-eyed damsels waited upon 
him. TJic walls of the tent Avere i^orgcoiisly adorned Avith 
amber, and j^old, and rubies ; and the sparkling old Avinc was 
d]unk out "of erysLiil goblets. The feast of joy lastetl thr<'e 
nights and tlirxje days, Byziui and Manijeh enjoying the 
precious monuaits with iinspcakabbj ra,ptiire. Overcome Avith 
wine and the felicity of tlie scell(^, lie at length sunk into 
repose, and on the fonrch day cann; the time of departure ; but 
the princess, unable to relinquish the society of her loA'or, 
ordered a narcotic draught to he administered to liim, and 
Avhilst he continued in a stale of slumher and insensibility, he 
Avas conveyed secretly ,‘ind in disguise into Tiiran. Ho Avas 
taken even to the palace of Afnisiyab, unkiioAvii to all but to 
the emissaries and domestics of the princess, and there ho 
awoke from the trance into Avhich he had been throAvn, and 
found himself clasped in the aims of Ids idol. Considering, on 
coming to his senses, that lie hfid been betrayed by some 
Avitebery, he made an attempt to get out of the seclusion 
above all, he Avas aiiprchonsive of a fatal termination to the 
adventure ; but Maiiijcli’s blandishments induced him to remain, 
and for some Lime he Avas contented to bo immersed in con- 
tinual enjoyment, — such pleasure as arises from the social 
banquet and the iittractions of a fascinating woman. 

“ Grieve not my love — be not so sad, 

'Tis now the season to be glad ; 

There is a ^ime for war and strife, 

A time to soothe the ills of life. 

Drink o£ the cup which yields delight, 

The ruby gliltei's in thy sight ; 

Steep not thy heart in fruitless care. 

But in the wine-flask sparkling there.” 

At length, however, the love of the princess for a Persiftn 
youth was discovered, and the keepers and guards of the palace 
fv'cre in the greatest terror, espcctiug the most pimi^ 
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menfc for their neglect or treachery. Dreadful indeed was tlic 
rage of the king when he was first told the tidings ; ho 
trembled like a reed in the wind, and the colour fled from liis 
cheeks. Groaning, hcT exclaimed : 

“ A clauj^htoi*, even from a royal stock, 

Is ever a misfortune — hast thou one ? 

The grave will be Ihy iittest son-in-law !• 

Rejoice not in the wisdom of a daiigliter ; 

AVho ever linds a daughter good and virtuous? 

Who ever looks on woman-kind for aught 
Save wickedness aiid folly ? Jlojjce Imw few 
Ever enjoy the bliss of Paradise : 

Sueli the Sfid destiny of erring woman I ” 


Afrdsiyab consulted the nobles of bis lious(;liold upon tbe 
measures to be pursued on this occasion, and Oei’siwaz was iu 
consequence deputed to secui*e Byzun, and put him to death. 
The guilty retreat was first surrounded by troo])s, and then 
Gcrslwaz entered the private apartments, and witli surprise and 
indignation saw Byzun in all his glory, Mtiufjeli at his side, 
]^is lips stained with wine, his face full of mirth and gladness, 
and encircled by the damsels of the shiibistan. lie accosted 
him in severe terms, and was prom])tly answered by Byzun, 
who, drawing his sword, gave his name and family, and dcckrcu 
that if any violence or insult wjis oll'ered, he would slay 
every man that came before him with hostile intentions. 
Gcrslwaz, on hearing this, thought it prudent to change his 
plan, and^conduct him to Afnisiyilh, and he was ])ermitted to 
do SO on the promise of pai’don for the alleged offence.. When 
brought before Afrasiydb, he was assailed with further ‘oppro- 
brium, and called a dog and a wicked remorseless den^n. 

“ Thou caitiff wretch, of monstrous birth, 

Allied \o hell, and not of earth 1 ” 

But he thus answered the king : 

** l^isten awhile, if justice be thy aim, 
beiis , And jthou wilt me guiltless. I was sent 
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Fj-fjm Pci’.siii to destroy Jierds of wild boars, 

Which laid the country waste. That labour done, 
I lost niy way, and weary with the toil. 

Weary with wandering in a wildering maze, 
Jla])ly reposed beneatli a shady cyprtiss ; 

Thitlu r a Peri came, and whilst I slept, 

IJflcd me from the ground, and quick as thought 
C^onv(‘yed me to a summ(;r-tent, wheic dwelt 
A jnineesH of in com parable hcjiuty. 

Fivnn tCcnce, by hands unknown, 1 was removed, 
Still slumbering in a litter — still unconseJous ; 
And when I wok(‘, T found myself reclining 
In a retired ]>avilion of tliy pal.ace, 

Attended by that soul-entrancing beauty I 
My heart was tilled with sorrow, and I sh(‘d 
Showers of vain teai-s, and desolate I sate, 
'J’hinkiiig of Persia, with no powder to lly 
From my imprisfmnient, th»)«gh soft and kind, 
llcing the victim of a soretircr’s art. 

Yes, 1 am guiltless, and Maiitjeh too, 

Potli by some magic iuliuence pursued, 

And led away agjvinst our will or choice I ’* 


Afrtlsiyab listened to thi.s speech with distrust, and hesitated 
not to chari^e liiin tvitli falseliood and cowardice. Byziin’s 
indignation was roused by this insulting aconsatioTi ; and lu? 
said to him aloud, “ Cowardice, what ! cowardice ! I have 
encountered the tusks of the formidable wild boar and the 
claws of the raging lion. I have met the l»ravcst in battle with 
sword and arrow ; and if it be thy desire to witness the 
strength of my arm, give me but a horse and a battle-axe, and 
marslial twice live hundred Tiiriinians against me,, and not 
a. man of them shall surNivc the contest. If this be not^;thy 
pleasure, do thy worst, but remember my blood will be avenged. 
Thou kiiowest tlie power of Rustem ! ” The mention of 
Rustem’s name renewed all the deep feelings of resentment 
and animosity in the mind of Afrasiyiib, who, resolved upnn- 
the immediate execution of his purpose, commanded Gerslwaz 
to bind the youth, and put an end to his lilc on tjie gallows 
tree. The good old man Piran Wisah happened to be passing 
by tlie place to which Byziin bad just been conveyed to suffer 
death; and seeing a great concourse of people^. and a I 
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dar erected, from which hung a noose, he inquired for whom 
it was intended. Gersiwaz heard the question, and replied 
that it was for a Persian, an enemy of Tiiran, a son of Giw, 
and related to Rustem. Piriin straightway rode up to tlie 
youth, who was standing in deep alllictioii, almost naked, 
and with liis hands bound behind his back, and die said to 
him : — 

“ Why (liclrtl ihoii quit thy country, wliy conuj liithoi’, 

Why choose fche road io an untimely grave ? ” 


Upon this Byznn told him his \/hole story, and the treachery 
of Girgin. Piran wept at the recital, and remembering the 
circumstances under which lie had encountered Gi'w, and how 
he had been himself delivered from death by the interposition 
of Ferangi's, he requested the execution to be stayed until lie 
had seen the king, whicdi was accordingly done. The king 
received him with honour, praised his wisdom and prudence, 
and conjecturing from his manner that something was heavy 
at his heart, exju’essed his readiness to grant any favour which 
Ifb might have come to solicit. Piran said : “Then, my only 
desire is this : do not put Byzuii to death ; do not repeat 
the tragedy of Saiawusli, and again consign Tiiran and Iriln 
to all the horrors of war and desolation. Remember liow I 
warned thee against taking the life of that young prince ; bub 
malignant and evil advisers exerted tlicir influence, were 
triumphant, and brought upon thee and thy kingdom the 
vciigqancc of lOliis, of Rustem, and all the warriors of tliq 
Persian empire. The swords now sleeping in their scabbards 
are ready to flash forth again, for assuredly if the blood of 
Byzun be spilt the land will be depopulated by fire and sword. 
The honour of a king is sacred ; when that is lost, all is lost.'* 
But Afriisiyab replied : “ I fear not the thousands that can be 
brought ag^iinst me. Byzun has committed an offence which 
can never be pardoned ; it covers me with shame, and I shall 
be universally despised if I suffer him to live. Death were 
better for me than life in disgrace. He must die.** — ^^That is 

F 
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not necessary,” rejoined Piran, “lot him be imprisoned in a 
deep cavern ; lie will never be heard of more, and then thou 
canst not be accused of having shed his blood.” After some 
deliberation, Afi’asiyjib altered his dcierinination, and com- 
manded (ilersiwaz to bind the youth with chains from head to 
foot, and liiing liiin within a deep pit with his head downwards, 
that he might never S(io sun or moon again ; and he sentenced 
Maihjeh to share the same fate ; and to make their death more 
sur(3, lui ordcircid the enormous fragment of rock which Akwau 
Diw had dragged out of the ocean and flung ui)oii the plain of 
I'artaiy, to lx; placed over the mouth of the pit. In i*es])ect to 
llyznn, (lersiwaz did as lie was commanded ; hut the lamenta- 
tions ill the shuhistan were so loud and distressing upon 
Manijeh being sentenced to the same punishment, that the 
tyrant was indneed to change lier doom, allowing her to dwell 
near the pit, but forbidding, by })roclamation, any one going to 
licr or supplying luu* with food, ftorsiwaz condneted her to the 
place ; and sLri[)]»ing liei’ of her rich garments and jewels, lefi 
her bare-headed and bare-footed, iveoping torrents of tears. 

11(1 her — the unhappy maid ; 

Jlcr head upon the earth was laid, 

In hilteriiehs of jrrief. ami lone, 
liesidc that dreadful demon-stone. 


There happened, however, to be a fissure in the linge rock 
that covered the mouth of the ])it, whic,h allowed ©f Byznn’s 
yoicti h^'ing heni'd, and bread and wtiter was let down to«liiin, 
so Hurt they had thc^ melaucJioly satisfaction of hearing each 
other’s \^)es. 

The story now relates to Oirgin, who finding after several 
days that Jlyzun had not returned, bcgt^ii to repent (If •his 
treachery ; but Avliat is the advantage of such repentance ? it 
is Kke the smoke that rises from a conflagration. . 

When ihimes h.-ive done their Avorst, thick clouds arise 
Of lurid smoke, which useless mount the skies, • 
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He sought everywhere for him ; went to the romantic retreat 
where the daughter of Afnisiyjib resided ; hut the place was 
deserted, nothing was to be seen, and nothing to be heard. At 
length he saw Byziiu’s'horse astray, and sccnriiig liiin with liis 
kamiind, thouglil it useless to remain in Tuian, and therefoi’e 
proceeded in sorrow back to Ii*an. (ihv, finding that his son 
had not returned wilh liim fnnn Aiiinln, wfis fi'aiitic witli 
grief ; he tore liis gannimts ami his liai]-, and thi’cw aslies over 
his head ; and seeing tlie liorso w)n(‘li Jiis son had rode, (larcssed 
it in the fondest manner, demanding fiom Oirgin a full aecoiiiit 
of what he knew of his late. “() Ileavim forbid,” said he, 
“that my son should have fallen into the jiower of tlie merci- 
less demons ! ” Oirgin could not safely confess the truth, and 
therefore told'a Jalsehood, in the hope of escaping from the 
consequences of hi^ own guilt. “ AVheii wo an-ivod at Arnnin,- 
said he, “ we entered a large forest, and cutting down the trees, 
set them on fire. AVc then atta(ikcd the wild hoars, which were 
found in vast numhers ; ami as soon as they were all destroyed, 
Itjft the place on our l eturn. Sporting all the way, we fell in 
with an elk, of a most lieautiful and wonderful form. It was 
like the Simiirgh ; it had hoofs of steel, and the iicad and eai’s 
and tail of a horse. It was strong as a lion and fleet as the 
Avind, and came fiercely Ijeforc us, yet seemed to he a thing of 
air. Byzun threw his kainuml over him ; ami avIiuji entangled 
in the noose, the animal became furious and sprung away, 
dragging 3i3^zuii after him. I^resontly the prospect was ciive- 
lopcd«in smoke, tlie earth looked like th(i oe-cjiii, and Byi^un and* 
the phantom-clk disappeared. 1 waml(;riul about iu search of 
my companion, hut found him not : his Jiorsc only rwnained. 
My heart was rent with anguish, for it seemed to me that the 
fftribffs elk must have been the AVliile Demon.” Bub Biw Avas 
not to be deceived by this fabricated talc ; on tlie contrary, ho 
felt convinced that treachery liad been at Avork, and in liis rage 
seized Girgiii by the board, dragged liim to and fro, and inflicted 
on him tAVO Jmndred strokes Avith a scourge. The unhappy 
Avfetch, from the Avouuds he had received, fell senseless on tha 



212 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


gi’oiind. Olw then liasrcmed to Kai-khosriiu to inform him of 
ins misfortune ; and though the first resolve was to put the 
traitor to death, the king was contented to load him with 
chains and east him into prison. The* astrologers being now 
consulted, ^proiKUintH'd that llyzun was still living, and (liw was 
consoled and elioiTcd by the iiromiititudc with which the king 
dispatched troops in every (luarter in search of his son. 

“ \V('(‘]) TU) longer, warridr bf)M, 

Tlioa bbalt soon thy son behold. 

Ill this Cup, this mirror briglit. 

All f lial’s (lurk is brought lo lij’hl ; 

All above and under ground, 

All Lind’s lo.st is (juickl}'- found.’’ 

Thus spake the monarch, and ludd up 
Uefore his view that wondrous Cup 
Which first to Ji’insln’d's eye revealed 
All that was in the world cone(*ale(l. 

And first before him lay expo>e(l 
All that th(' seven (dimes encl()S('d, 

■\Vhelli(;r in oc(;an or amid 

The stars the secret things were hid, 

AVliellK'r in rock or eavera placed. 

J71 that bright. Cup w(‘re clearly t jacked. 

And now Ins eye Karugsar surveys, 

'rh(‘ (hip flic province wide displays, 
lie se(‘s within that dismal cave 
Uyziin the gooil, the hold, the brave ; 

And sitting on that demon-stone 
Lovely Maidjch sad and lone. 

And now he smiles and hiok.'^ m (L'w, 

And cries : “ My ]troplu'cy v\a.s true. 

Thy Uy/uri lives; no longer grieve, 

] S(^e him there, my wt»rds belujve ; 

And though Ixuind fast in felleis, he 
Shall soon regain his liberty.*' 


Kai-khosriiu, thinking the services of Rustem requisite on 
this occasion, dispatched Giw with an invitation to him, ex- 
plaining the circumstance of Byznifs capture. Rustent *h£tfl 
made up his mind to continue in peace and tranquillity at his 
Ziibul principality, and not to be witlidrawui again from its 
comforts by any emergency ; but the reported situation of his 
near relative jiltcrod his purpose, and he hesitated not to give 
his best aid to restore him to freedom. Giw Rejoiced at this, 
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and both repaired without delay to tlie royal residence, where 
Kliosrilu {^ratified the champion with the most cordial welcome, 
placing him on a throne before him. The king asked him what 
force he would require^ and he replied that he did not require 
any army ; he preferred going in disguise as a merchant. Ao 
cordingly the necessary materials were prepared ; a^ thonsaml 
camels were laden with jewels and lu’ocades, and other mer- 
chandise, and a tliousand w'arriors were liahifcid like canud- 
drivers. (lirgin Jiad prayed to be released from his bonds, and 
by the intercession of Rustem was allowed to he of the jiarty ; 
hut liis children were kept in j)nson as hostages and security 
for his honourable conduct. AVlicn tlie (dianipion, w'ibh liis 
kaiila, arrived within the territory of the eiK'iny, and approached 
the spot whore Byziin was imprisoned, a loud clamour arose 
that a cai’avau of merchandise had come from irilu,siu;h as was 
never seen before. The tidings having reached the car of 
Maiiijeh, she went immediately to Rustem, and iiKpiired 
whether the imprisonment of Ryziiii was yet known at the 
J’crsiaii court ? Rustem rejdicd in auger : I am a merchant 
(Jinployod in traflic., what can 1 know of such things? (Jo 
away, 1 have no acquaintanc,e Avitli either the king or his 
warriors.” This answer overwhelmed ^lanijeli with disaj)* 
poiiitmcnt and grief, and she wept bitterly. Her tears began 
to soften tlie liearb of Rustem, and be said to her in a sootliing 
voice ; — I am not an inhabitant of the city in which the 
court is held, and on that account 1 know nothing of these 
matters ; but tell me the cause of thy grief.” Manijeli sighed 
deepfy, and endeavoured to avoid giving him any replj^ which 
increased the curiosity of the duunpiori ; hut slic at length 
complied. She told Jiini who she was, the daughtci^of Alra- 
giysi^ the story of her love, and the ndsfortunes of Byzuii, and 
pointed out to biiA the pit in which he was imprisoned and 
bound down with heavy chains. 

“ For the sake of him has been my fall 
• From royal state, and bower, and hall, 
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And hence this pale and hagjyavd face, 
Tiiis saffron hue thy eye may trace, 
WIkm'c hud of rose was wont to bloom, 
Jiut witheri'd now and f'one ; 

And 1 must sit in sorrow’s gloom 
Unsiioeoured and alone.” 


Rustonr asked with ebep interest if any food could be con- 
veyed to liirn, and she said that slic liad l)ecn accustomed to 
supply him with broad and water through a fissure in the huge 
stone wJiicli covered the inouLli of the pit. Upon receiving 
tin's welcome information, itustein brought a roasted fowl, and 
inclosing in it his own seal-ring, gave it to Manijeh to take to 
Uyziin. Tlie poor ca])tivo, on receiving it, inquired by whom 
such a blessing could have been sent, and when she informed 
Iiiin that it had been given to her by the chief of a caravan 
from Iran, who had manifested great anxiety about him, his 
smiles spoke tlic joyous feelings of his heart, for the name of 
Rustem was engraved on the ring. Manijeh was surprised to 
sec him smile, considering his melancholy situation, and could 
not imagine the cause. “ If thou wilt koc]) my secret,” said 
he, ^‘I will tell the cause.” ‘^WhaL!” she replied, “ have J 
not devoted my lu^art and soul to thee ? — have I not sacrificcid 
everything for thy love, and is my fidelity now to be suspected ? 

“ (’an I be failhlesH, Ihon, 'o tlicc, 

'nil' elioico of tills foml heart of mine ; 

Wliy Si night 1 bonds, when 1 was free, 

Jiut lo lie thine — for ever thine ? ” 

“ TiW, true! then hear me: — the chief of the eamvan is 
Rustem, who has undoiibt(‘dly come to release me from this 
dread ful^fiit. C?o to him, and concert with liiui the manner iu 
wliich my deliverance may be soonest efVecied.” ManijcJjLjic- 
cordingly went and communicated with tht champion ; and it 
was agreed })eLweon them that she should light a largo fire to 
guide him on his way. He was prompt as well as valiant, and 
repaired in the middle of the following night, accompanied by 
seven of his warriors, directed by the blaze, to the*pl^ where 
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iJyzutl ivas confined. The neighbourhood was inlcstcd by 
demonfl with long nails, and long luiir on tlieir bodies like the 
hair of a goat, and horny feet, and Avith heads like dogs, and 
the chief of them Ava!5 the son of Akwan Diw. The father 
having been slain by Rnsteni, the sou nourished the hope of 
revenge, and pcipetually longed for an opportunity df meeting 
him in battle. Well knowing thfit tlie tihainpwu was engaged 
in the enterprize to liberate Byznn, he commanded Jiis demons 
to give him intelligence of his approach. 11 is height Avas 
tremendous, his fae.e Avas black, his mouth yaAvned like a 
cavern, his eyes aa’ci’c fountains of l)lood, his teeth like those 
of a AA’ild boar, and the hair on his body like needles. The 
monster advanced, ami Reproaching Itiistem disdainfully for 
having slain AlcAvaii Diav, and many other warrioj'S in the 
Turanian interest, polled np a tree by the roots and clialicnged 
him to combat. Tlio struggle began, bnb the Demon frecpicntly 
escaped tlio fury of the eham])ion l)y vanisliing into air. At 
Icjigth Rustem struck a fortunate bloAV, Avhieli ent tlic body f>f 
his toAvering adversary in two. ITis iratli Ixing noAV free from 
intcrrnpLioii, he sped oiiAA'urd, and presently beheld the pro- 
digious doinon-stoiie Avhich covered the mouth of the pit, in 
which Byzuii Avas imprisoned. 

And praying to the Almighty to iiifn«?c 

Strength through his limbs, he raist'd it up, and Hung 

The ])oiiderous mass of rock upon the ])lain, 

Which shuddered to receive that magic load I 

The mouth of the caveru being thus cxj)osed, Rustem’ applied 
hunself to the extrication of Byzun from his miserabjp condi- 
tion, and letting doAvu his kamnnd, he bad soon the ])leasure of 
up the unfortujiatc captive, wiiom ho embraced Avith 
gi*eat affection ; and instantly stripped off the chains Avith 
which he wtis bound. After mutual congratulations bad been 
exchanged, Rustem proposed that Byznn and Manijch should 
go immediately to Irdn, AAdiilst he and his companions in arms 
attacked the palace of Afrasiyi&b ; but though wasted as he was 
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by long suffering, Byzun could not on any consideration consent 
to avoid the perils of the intended assault, and determined, at 
all hazards, to accompany his deliverer. 

r 

“ Full well I know thy suncr-liumaii power 
Needs no assistance from an arm like mine ; 
f>ut {grateful as I am for this jrreat service, 

I cannot leave thee now, and shrink from ]>eril, 

Tliai w7)uld he baseness which I could init bear.'’ 

It was Oil the same night that Rnstein and Byzun, and seven 
of his warriors, proceeded against that jiai't f)f the i)alace in 
which the tyrant slept. lie first put to death the wat(;hinan, 
and also killed a great number of the guard, and a loud \ nice 
presently resounded in the chamber of the king: — “Awake 
from thy slumbers, Afnlsiyah, Byzun has been freed from his 
chains." Rustem now entered the royal palace, and openly 
declaring liis name, exclaimed : — “ I am come, Afnisiyab, to 
destroy thee, and Byziiii is also here to do thee service for thy 
cruelty to him." The death-note awoke the trembling Afra- 
siyjih, and he rose up, and fled in dismay. Rustem and his 
companions rushed into the inner apartments, and captured ail 
the blooming damsels of the sliubistan, and all the jewels and 
golden ornaments which fell in their way. The moon-faced 
beauties were sent to Zabul ; but the jewels and other valuable 
property were reserved for the king. 

In the morning AfrAsiy^b hastily collected together his troops 
and marched against Rustem, wdio, with Byzun and his thousand 
warriorj, met Jiim on the plain prepared for battle. The cham- 
pion diallenged any one who would come forward to single 
combat ^ but though Trequeiitly repeated, no attention was paid 
to the call. At length Jtustem said to Afhisiyiib : — “Art thou 
not ashamed to avoid a contest with so inferior a force, &.J.Kin- 
dred thousand against one thousand ? We two, and our armies, 
have often met, and dost tliou now shrink from the fight ? " 
Tlie reproach had its elfect, 

For the tyrant at once, and his heroes, began 
Their attack like the demons of M^zindcnl*}. 
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Bufc the valour and the bravery of Rustem were so eminently 
shewn, that he overthrew thousands of the enemy. 

In the tempest of battle, disdaining all fear, 

With his kamuiuf, and khanjer, his "aii!, and sliamshir. 

TIow he bound, stabbed, and crushed, and dissevered the foe, 

So mighty his arm, and so fatal his blow * 

And so drcadlul was the ciiruagc, tliat Afnlsiysll), uniil)!(i to 
resist his victorious career, was coni pel led to seek safety in 
flight. 

The field was red with hlootl, the Tartar banners 
Cast on tlie ground, and when, with grief, lie saw 
The face of Kortuno turned, his cohorts slain, 

He hurried hack, and sought ITiran again. 

Rustem having obttiincd another trinmpli, returned to rnin 
with the spoils of his conquest, and was again honoured with 
the smiles and rewards of his sovereign. Mani'jeli was not for- 
gotten ; she, too, received a present worthy of the virtue and 
fidelity she laid displayed, and of the magnanimity of her spirit ; 
• and the happy conclusion of the eiiteiqirisc was celebrated Avitli 
festivity and rejoicing. 


CARZtJ, AND HIS CONFLICT with RU§TEM. 

Afrasiyab after his defeat pursued hfs way in despair towards 
Chin and ]Ha-chiii, and on the road hapi)en(,‘d to iiifl in with a 
‘ fb«j!l'of huge and terrific stature. Amazed at the sight of so 


* This is a favourite passage in the original. My old Miinshi used to bo 
delighted with it, thinking the description and effects of each weapon so truly 
admirable ; the entangling of the noose, the stabbing of the dagger, the crush- 
ing of the mace, and the cutting of the sword f>cing brought together within 
atj^aiudl a compass 
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extraordinary a being, he asked him wlio and what he was.” 
‘‘ I am a villager,’* replied the stranger. “And thy father ? ” 
— “ I do not know my father. My mother has never mentioned 
his name, and my birth is >vrappc<l in mystery.” Afrd.siyjlb 
then addressed liim as follows : — “ It is ]ny misfortune to have 
a bitter and invincible enemy, who has plunged me into the 
greatest distress. , If lie could be subdued, there would be no 
impediment to my conquest of Iran ; and I feel assured that 
thou, apparently endued with such prodigious strength, hast 
the power to master bini. ilis name is liiistem.” “ AVhat ! ” 
rejoined Jhii’zii, “is all this concern and aflliction about one 
man — about one man only ? ”» “ Yes,” answered Afrasiyitb ; 
“but that one man is equal to a hundred strong men. Upon 
him neither sword, nor mace, nor javelin has any effect. In 
battle he is like a mountain of steel.” At this Barzii exclaimed 
in gamesome mood i — “ A mountain of steel ! — I can reduce to 
dust a hundred mountains of steel ! — AVhat is a mountain of 
steel to mo ! ” Afritsiyfib rejoiced to find such confidence in 
the stranger, and instantly promised him his own daughter in 
maiTiage, and the monarchy (»f (hin and Ahi-chin, if he suc- 
ceeded in destroying Jiustem. Barzii riqilied : 

Tliou art but .t. coward slave, 

VJms a slraii.e:er’s aid to cravf‘. 

And thy soldiers, what are they ? 

JlearLlcNS on the batllo-day. 

Thou, the prince of sneh a host I 
What, alas 1 liast thou to boast ? 

Art thou not ashamed to wear 
'J'he regal crown tliat glitters there ? 

And dost thou not disgrace the throne 
Thus to be ;k.vc(1, and cruslicd by one ; 
liy one, \vh!it{‘'or his name or niiuht, 

Tims to be put to shameful flight I 

SR,.' 

Afriisiyiib felt keenly the reproaches which he heard ; but, 
iievei*tlielcss, solicited the assistance of Barzii, who declared 
that he would soon overpow'er Busteiii, and place the empire of 
Irdu under the dominion of the Tartar king. Ho would, ho 
said, overflow the land of Persia with blood, and tak^ possession 
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of the tlirone ! The despot was intoxicated with delight, and 
expecting his most sanguine wishes would bo realised, made him 
the costliest presents, consisting of gold and jewels, and horses, 
and elephants, so that the besotted stranger thought himself 
the greatest personage in all the world. But liis mother, when 
she heard these things, imjdorcd him to bo eaiilioiiR*: — 

“ My stm, tliosG Uiouj^h so i*ioh JiTwl uirc*, 

Will bo tliy wiiuliii^-slK;(‘t ; bowiirc, l)owjnv I 
They’D drive to nijulncss thy ])nor iriddy bmiii, 

And thou will nevt'r be restored 

Never ; for wort Ihoii brnv ‘st of tiie brave, 

I’hey only h ad to an untimely jjfravc. 

Then j^ive them back, nor siieli a doom prcjvoke, 

Oeware of llusiem’s host-destroyini^ Ktnjke. 

Jfas ho no! eomjuered (hmions 1— and, alone, 

Afi'slsi^iU/s bcfti warriors overtlirovvn 1 

Atid eanst thou equal Ihem ? — Alas ! the day 

That thy sweet life should thus be thrown away.” 

Barzil, however, was too much dazzled l)y tlie pimqits ho hod 
reecb^cd, and too vain of his own j>crsonal strengtli to attend to 
his mother’s advice. ‘‘Certainly,” said ho, “the disposal of 
•oiir lives is in the hands of the Almiglity, and as certain it is 
that my strengtli is sii})erior to tljat of Rustem. Would it not 
then be cowardly to decline tlic contest witli liim ? ” The 
mother still continued to clissnado him from tlic enterpi’isc, and 
assured him that Knstem was above all mankind distinguished 
for the art, and skill, and dexterity with which he attacked his 
enemy, and defended himself ; and tliat there was no chance of 
his jDeing overcome by a man entirely ignorant of the s(;icngc 
of fighting; but Barzu remained ninnovcd : yet h?ttoldtho 
king what his mother had said ; and Afi’clsiyab, in conscfpicncie, 
deemed it proper to appoint two celebrated masters to instruct 
MrsHn the use of the bow, tlic sword, and the javelin, and also 
in OTGstling and Ihrowing the noose. Every day, clotlicd in 
armour, hp tried liis skill and strength with tl)e warriore, and 
after ten days he was sufficiently accomplished to overthrow 
eighteen of them at one time. Proud of the progress he had 
in^e, he told the king that he would seize an<l bind eighteen 
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of his stoutest and most cxiwienced teachers, and brinfj them 
l>cfore him, if lie wished, when all the assembly exclaimed : — 
“ No doubt he is fully equal to the task ; 

lie (Iocs not seem of human birth, but wears 
The ‘.ispcet of the Evil One ; aiul looks 
Tjike* Albcrz mountain, clad in folds of mail ; 

Unwearied in the fij^hi Im conquers all.” 

Afrilsiyiib’s satisliKition was increased by this testimony to 
the merit of Ihirzii, and he heaped upon him further tokens of 
his ^ood-will and miinili(HMicc. TJie A'ain, newly-made Avari'ior 
was all exultation and delight, and said impatiently : 

“ Dola)"s are ever djing(n*ous— let ns meet 
The foe betimes, this Ilustem and the king. 

Kai-khosrsiii. If W(* ling(!r in a cfinse 
Demanding instant aclion, prompt a] )pliance, 

And rapid exoeution, w(* ar(^ lost. 

Advance, and I will soon hq) olf the h(‘ads 
Of this belauded ehanqaon and his king, 

And cast them, with the Persian crown and throne 
.Trophies of glory, at thy nwal hx't ; 

So that Ti’iran ahnie shall rule the world.” 


Speedily ten thousand expcn-ieiiced horseuieii were selected 
and placed under the command of Barzi'i ; and Hiiiniin and 
Barinaii were appointed to accompany iiiin ; Afrasiyab himself 
intending to follow with the reserve. 

When the intelligence of tin’s new c.xpcditioii reached the 
court of Kai-khosnln, he was astonished, and could not conceive 
hoAV, after so signal a defeat and overthrow, Afr;isiy;ib had the 
means of collecting another army, and boldly invading his 
kingdom. To o])posc this invasion, liowcver, lui ordered Tiis 
and Friburz, Avith twelve tliousand horsemen, and niJO'chpd 
after them himself Avith a large ai-my. As soon as Tiis fell’ in’ 
Avith the enemy the battle coinineiiced, and lasted, Avith great 
carnage, a Avhole day and night, and in the end Barzii Avas 
victorious. The warriors of the Persian force fled, and left Tiis 
and Friburz alone on the field, where they wore cncDuntcrcd by 
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the conqueror, taken prisonei-s, and bound, and placed in the 
charge of Human. The tidings df the result of this couflicit 
were received with as much rejoicing by Airilsiyilb, as witli 
sorrow and consLernaLiou by Kai-kliosrjiu. Aiid uoav the 
emergency, on the Persian side, demanded the assistance 
Rustem, whose iiLdignatiou aViLS roused, and who determined on 
revenge bn* the insult that had been given. He took with him 
(.lustaliem, the brother of Tiis, and at midnight thought lie liad 
come to the tent of Barzii, but it proved to be the pavilion of 
Afntsiyab, who was seen seated (jii his throne, with Jhu'zu on 
liis right hand, and Piran-Wisah on his left, and Tiis and 
Frtburz standing in chains before them. Tlie king said to the 
captive Avarrioi-s : — “To-morrow you shall both be ])nt to dpath 
in the manner I slew »Saiawush.’* He then retired, .\reanwhile 
Rustem returned thanks to }r(‘aven that his friends W(‘re still 
alive, and requesting Oustnhem to follow cautiously, he waited 
awhile for a fit opportunity, till tlie watchman was off his 
guard, and then killing liim, he and Clustahcm took up and 
(Convoyed the tAVO prisoners to a short distance, Avhere they 
knocked off their chains, and then conducted them back to 
Kai-khosniu. 

When Afrasiyab arose from sleep, he found his warriors in 
close and earnest conversation, and Avas told that a cliainpion 
from Persia had come and killed the Avatohmau, and carried 
off the prisoners. Plnln exclaimed : — “ Then assuredly that 
champiofi is Rustem, and no other.” Afrasiyilb Avi’ithed Avith 
an^r and mortification at this intelligcmce, and sopding for 
Barzu, dispatched his army to attack the enemy, and clmllenge 
Rustem to single combat. Rustem Avas Avith the Pei‘r>an troops, 
and,^nswering the summons, said : — “ Young man, if thou art 
calling for Rustem, behold I come in his place to lay thee pros- 
trate on the earth.” “ Ah ! ” rejoined Barzu, “ and why this 
thi’cat ? *It is true I am but of tender years, Avhilst thou art 
aged and experienced. But if thou art fire, T am water, and 
able to quench thy flames.” Saying this ho Avielded his bow, 
and fixed tiie arrow in its notch, and commenced the strife. 
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Rustem also eu£>’agod with bow and aiTows ; and then they 
each had rccoui’sc to tluiir iTiaccs, which from repeated strokes 
were soon bent as ci’ofjkod as their bows, aud they were them- 
selves nearly exhausted. 'Jlieir lujxt enebunter was by wrest- 
ling, aud (Irc'jidfal were the wrenches and grasps they received 
from cacdi other. Rarzu linding no advantage from this 
struggle, raised Ids niaee, and struck ItusLcjin such a prodigious 
blow on the luaid, that the cliainphm thought a whole mountain 
had fallen upon him. One arm was disabled, but though the 
W'ound was desperate, RiisLem had the address to conceal its 
effects, and Rarzu wondered that he had made apparently so 
little impression on his antagonist. “ llioii art,” said he, “ a 
surprizing warrior, and seemingly inviihuTahle. Had I struck 
such a blow on a mountain, it would have been broken into a 
thousand fragments, and yet it makes no impression upon thee. 
Heaven forbid ! ” he continued to himself, “ that I should ever 
I'cccive so bewildering a stroke upon my own head ! ” Jtuslem 
having successfully concealed the anguish of his wound, artfully 
observed that it would bo better to linish the combat on the 
following day, to which Jiarzii readily agreed, and then they 
both parted. 

Barzii declared to Afnlsiyab that his extraordinary vigour 
and strength had been of no account, for both his antagonist 
and his horse appc'arcd to be composed of materials as hard as 
Hint. Every blow was without effect ; and “ Heaven only 
knows,” added he, “ what may be the result of to-morrow’s 
conflict.” On the other hand Rustem showed his lacerated Arm 
to Khosfau, and said r“l have escaped from him ; hut who 
else is the:e now to inc('t him, and finish the sti-uggle ? Perii- 
murz, my son, cannot fultil iny promise with Jiarzii, lus he,^ftlas I 
is fighting in Hindustan. Let me, howevci?, call him hither, 
and in tlie meanwhile, on some pretext or other, delay the 
engagement.” The king, in great sorrow and affliction, sanc- 
tioned his departure, and then said to his warriors : — “ I will 
fight this Barzii myself to-morrow;” but Qiulavz ‘Would not 
consent to it, saying “ As long as we live, the king must not 
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be exposed to sucli hazard. Oiw aud Byziiu, and tlie other 
chiefs, must first successively encounter the eiiciiiy.” 

When Kustcin reached Ilia tent, he told his brother Ziiara to 
get ready a litter, tluft he nn\e:ht proceed to Sistjlii for the pur- 
pose of obtaining- a remedy for his wound from the Sumiri>li. 
Pain and grief kept him awake all night, and he pfayed inces- 
santly to the Supreme Being. In the morning early, Ziiara 
brought him intelligeiuie of the Avelcome arrival of Penimurz, 
Avhich gladdened his heart ; and as the youth had undergone 
great fatigue on his long journey, Kiistem requested him to 
repose awhile, and be himself, freed train anxiety, also sought 
1‘elicf in a sound sleep. 

A few hours afterwards lioth armies were again ilrawn up, 
aud Barzu, like* a mad ele]>bant, full of coiiii(lei)(;e and ])rido, 
rode forward to resume the eomhat ; whilst Itustem gave in- 
structions to Feijlmurz how lie was to act. He attired him in 
liis own armour, sui)plied him with his own weapons, and 
mounted him on Kaknsh, and told him to ivpresent liimself to 
^ai'zii as the warrior who had engaged him the day before. 
Accordingly Pevainiirz entered the middle space, clothed in 
his father’s mail, raised his bow, ready bent, and shot an 
arrow at Ihirzii, crying : — Bcliold thy adversary ! — I am 
the man come to try tliy strength again. — Advance I To 
this Barzii replied : — Why this hilarity, and great flow of 
Spirits ? Art thou reckless of try life ? ” “ In the eyes of 

Avarriors,’# said Peramurz, “ the field of fight is the mansion of 
pleasure. After I yesterday parted from thee f d^ink wine 
with my comi)aniojis, aud the impr(jBsion of delight still 
iremains on my heart. 

‘ Wine exhilarates the soul, 

Makes the eye with i>lcasure roll ; 

Lightens up the darkest mien, 

Fills with ]oy the dullest scene ; 

Hence it is I meet thee now 
With a smile upon my brow,’* 

^^^’ziiihowevbr, thought that th|? voice ^tion of his advcrsaiy 
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were not the same as he had heard and seen the preceding day, 
although there was no difference in the armour or tlie horse, and 
therefore he said : — “ Perhaps the cavalier whom I encountered 
yesterday is wounded or dead, that thoa hast mounted his 
charger, and attired thyself in his mail.” “Indeed, rejoined 
Ferd.murz, jferhaps thou hast lost thy wits ; I am certainly the 
person who engaged thee yesterday, and almost extinguished 
tliee ; and with (lod*s favour thou shalt be a dead man to-day.” 
“ What is thy name ? ” “ My name is Rustem, descended from 
a race of warrioi*s, a?ul my pleasure consists in contending with 
the lions of battle, and shedding the blood of heroes.” Thus 
saying, Fcrainm-z rushed on his adversary, struck him several 
blow’s with liis batfcle-axe, and drawing his noose from the 
saddle-strap with the rjuickness of lightning, secured his prize. 
He might have put an end to his existence in a moment, but 
preferred taking him alive, and shewnug him as a captive. 
Afrdsiyab seeing the perilous condition of Barzii, came up with 
his whole army to his i*escue ; but Kai-khosriiu w^as ecpially on 
the alert, accompiinied by Rustem, who advancing to the 
support of Ferilmurz, threw another noose round the neck of 
the already-captured Ihirzii, to prevent the possibility of liis 
escape. Both armies now engaged, and the Turanians made 
many desperate efforts to recover their gigantic leader, but all 
their manojuvres were f rui tless. The struggle contiiiiKid fiercely, 
and with great slaughter, till it was dark, and then ceased ; 
the two kings returning back to the respective positions they 
had taken up before the conflict took place. The Turanians 
Avere in Uie deepest grief for the loss of Barzu ; and Pir^n-Wisah 
having recommended an immediate retreat across the Jihuii, 
AMsiyilb followed his counsel, and precipitately quitted Persia 
with all his troops . ' - i - 

Kai-khosniu ordered a grand banquet on the occasion of the 
victory ; and Avhen Barzii was brought before him^ he com- 
manded his immediate execution ; but Rustem, seeing that ho 
Avas very young, and thinking that he had not yet been 
corrupted and debased by the savage example of tlj^ Tdrdniaj 

xiOt 
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requested that he niiglit bo spared, and given to him to send 
into Sisttin ; and his request was promptly coinjdied with. 

When the mother of Barzu, whose name was Sluili-rii, heard 
that her son was a prisoner, she wept bitterly, and hastened to 
livin, and from thcnee to Sistan. There hapj)encd to be in 
Rustem’s emj)loy a singing-girl,* an old aequaintance of her’s, 
to whom she was mueh attached, and to whom she made largo 
])rescnts, calling her by the most endearing ej)ithets, in order 
that she might be brought to serve her in the important 
matter slie had in contornplatioii. Her objocd. was soon ex- 
plained, and the preliminaricr at once adjusted, and by the 
hands of this singing-girl she secwctly sent some food to Rarzii, 
in wliich she concealed a ring, to a])prise him of hen* being near 
him. On finding the ring, he asked who had supplied Ifim 
with the food, and her answer was : — “ A woman recently 
arrived fi’om Ma-chin.” This wtis to him delightful intelligence, 
and he*could Jiob helj) exclaiming, “That woman is my mother, 
I am grateful for thy services, but another time bring me, if 
thou canst, a large file, that T may be able to free myself from 
tliese chains.” The siuging-girl promised her assistance ; and 
having told Shah-ni what her son required, comx^yed to 
Jiiin a file, and resolved to accompany him in his flight, 
^rzii then requested that three fleet horses might be proviaed 
kept ready under the walls, at a short dist.aiice ; and this 
Koing also done, in the night, lie and liis mothei*, and the 
singing-gifl, eficcted their escape, and pursued their course 
towards Tfiraii. 

It so happened that Rustem was at this time in "progress 
between Iran and Sistiln, hunting for Ins own pleasurg the elk 
or wild ass, and he accidentally fell in with the refugees, who 
attom[)t ^to avoid him, but, unable to effect their 
purpose, thought proper to oppose him witli all their might, 

* Theocritus introduces a Greek singing-girl in Idylliuni, xv. at the festival 
of Adonis. In the Arabian Nights, the Kaliph is represented at his feasta 
surrounded by trooj s of the most beautiful females playiug on various instru- 
ments. 
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and a sharp contest ensued. Both parties becoming fatigued, 
they rested awhile, when Rustem asked Barzii how he had ob- 
tained his liberty. “The Almighty freed me from the bondage 
I endured.” — “ And who are these two* women ? ” — “ One of 
them,” re] died llarzii, “is my mother, and tluit is a singing- 
girl of tliy own liouse.” Rustem went aside, and called for 
breakfast, and thinking in his own mind that it would be 
expedient to poison I3arzii, mixed up a deleterious substance in 
some food, and sent it to him to eat. lie was just going to take 
it, when his inother cried, “ My son, beware ! ” and he drew 
his hand from the dish. But the singing-girl did eat part of 
it, and died on the spot. Upon witnessing this appalling 
scene, Barzii sprung forward witli indignation, and reproached 
Rustem for his treachery in the severest terms. 

“ 01(1 man 1 hast tliou mid warrior-chiefs a i^lacc), 

And dost thon practice that which brings disgrace? 

Hast lliou no fear ot a degrade 1 luime, 

No fear of lasting obhxiuy and Khame? 

O, tliou ciinst have no hope in Cod, when thou 
Staiid’st thus defiled, — dishonoured, false, as now ; 

Unfair, perfidious, art thon too, in strife, 
lly any pretext Ihou would’st take my life 1 ” 

lie then in a menacing attitude exclaimed : — “ If thou art a 
man, rise and fight ! ” Rustem felt ashamed on being thus 
detected, and rosci up frowning in scorn. They met, brandish- 
ing their battle-axes, and looking as black as the clouds of 
night. They then dismounted to wrestle, and fastening^the 
bridles, ^tacli to his omi gii-dlc, furiously grasped each others* 
loins and limbs, straining aiio struggling for the mastery. 
Whilst they were thus engaged, their horses betrayed equal 
animosity, and attacked each other wnth great 
Rakiish bit and kicked BarziVs steed so severely that he strove 
to gallop away, dragging his master, who was at the same time 
under the exeruciating gripe of Rustem. “ 0, release me for 
a moment till J am disentangled from my 1101*80,” exclaimed 
Barzii ; but Rustem heeding him not, now pressed him down 
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beneath him, and was preparing to give him the finisliing blow 
by cutting off his head, when the mother seeing the fatal 
moment approach, slirieked, and cried out, “ Foi’bear, llustem ! 
this youth is the son of Sohnib, and thy own grandchild ! 
Forbear, and bring not on thyself tlie devouring anguish which 
followed the death of his unhappy father. 

“Tliiiik of SoliTiU) ! tako iioL tho precious Iifo 
Of sire .iTid aoji — uiiuatiiral is the strife ; 

Ucstrain, for mercy’s sake, that furious mood, 

And pause before thou shedirst a kinsuuiirs l)Iood,” 

“ Ah ! ” rejoined Rustem, “ can that be true ? ” u])on Avhich 
Rhah-rii showed him Rohrab’s brilliant finger* ring and he was 
satisfied. He then pressed Rarzii warmly and anec.tionatcly to 
liis breast, and kissed his head and eyes, and took him along 
with him to Sistau, whore lie placed him in a station of honour, 
and introduced him to his great grandfather Zjil, who received 
and caressed liim witli l)ecomi ng tenderness and regard. 


StrSEN THE SORCEflESS, AFEASIYAB. 

Soon jffter Afrasiyah had returned defeated into* Tiiran, 
giaet'ously lamenting the misfortune which had dejjflivcd liini 
of the assistance of Rarzii, a woman* named Siiseii, deeply 
vensed in magic and soi-ciiry, came to him, and protuised by 
h^ ufttent art to put him in the way of destroying Rustem and 
Jus whole family. • 

“ Fighting disappointment brings, 

Sword and mace are useless things ; 

If thou would’st a conqueror Ijc, 

Monarch I put thy trust in me ,* 

Soon the mighty chief shall bleed, — 

Spells and chams will do the deed 1 

Qd 
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Afrdsiyab at first refused to avail himself of her power, but 
was presently induced, l)y a manifestation of her skill, to consent 
to what she ])roposed. She required that a distinguished 
warrioi’ should bo sent along witli her, furnished with abund- 
aiiee of treasure, honorary tokens and pi*esonts, so that none 
might be aware that she was employed on the occasion. 
Afrjisiyj'ib appointed Pilsjim, duly supplied with the requisites, 
and the warrior and the sorceress set off* on their journey, 
■jieople being stationed conveniently on the road to hasten the 
first tidings of their success to the king. Their course was 
towards Sistiiu, and arriving at a fort, they took possession of a 
commodious residence, in which they placed the wealth and 
])i'operty they had brought, and, establishing a house of enter- 
tainment, all travellers who piisscd that way were hospitably 
and sumptuously I’egaled by them. 

For sparkliiif? wine, and viands rare, 

And mellow fruit, abounded there. 

It is recorded that llustein had invited to a magnificent feast 
at his palace in Sistiiu a large company of the most celebrated 
heroes of the kingdom, and amongst them hapjiened to bo Tus, 
whom the king had deputed to the champion mi some important 
state affairs. Giidarz was also present ; and hetAvecn him and 
'fiis, ever hostile to each other, a dispute as usual took place. 
^J'he latter, always boasting of his ancestry, reviled the old 
warrior and said, “ I am the son of Nauder, and the grandson 
of* Feridun, whilst tliou art but the son of Kavah, the bldck- 
smith why then dosL thou put thyself on a footing with 
me ? ” Oudarz, in reply, poured upon him reproaches equally 
instating, accused him of ignorance and folly, and roused the 
anger of the prince to such a degree that he drew his dagger 
to punish the offender, when Rehdm started up and prevented 
the intended bloodshed. This interposition increased* his rage, 
and in serious dudgeon he retired from the banquet, and set off 
on his return to Inin. 

. ^n 

Bustem was not present at the time, but when ne heard 
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the ultcrention and the result of it, he was very angry, saying 
that Oudarz wavS a relation of the family, and Tiis his guest, 
and therefore wrong liad betni done, since a guest ought Jilways 
to be protected. “4 guest,” he said, “ought to be held as 
sjiered as the king, and it is the (aistoin of heroes to treat a 
guest with the most scrupulous respect and consideration. 

For a guest is the king of the feast.*’ 


He then retpicstcd Giidarz to go after Tiis, and l)y fail* words 
and proper excuses bring him hack to li is festive board. Ac- 
cordingly (iiidarz departed. ITo sooner bad lie gone than (liw 
rose np, and said, “ Tiis is little better than a madman, and my 
father of a hasty tein])er ; J should therefore wish to follow, to 
prevent the possibility of further disagreonicnt.” To Ihis 
Rustem consented. Ryznn was now also anxious to go, and he 
too got permission. When all the three had departed, Rustem 
began to be ajiprehcnsive that something im])leasant would 
occur, and thonglit it i)rndent to send Koramnrz to prcser\'e 
the peace. Zal then came forward, and thinking that Tiis, the 
descendant of the Kais and his revered guest, might not he 
easily prevailed upon to return either by Giidarz, Giw, Ryzun, 
or Feraruurz, resolved to go himself and soothe the t(‘jnper 
which had been so injudiciously and rudely ruffled at che 
baiKiuct. 

When Tiis, on his journey froii* Rustem’s palace, ai)proaehcd 
the residiJnee of Huscii the sorceress, lie beheld numerous cooks 
and confectioners on every side, ])iepariiig all kinds of rich and 
rare dishes of food, and every species of sweetmeat ; and eiu|uir- 
ing to whom they belonged, he was lold that tlie jilace was 
occiipied by the wife of a merchant from Tiiran, who was 
^tMnely wealthy, and who entertained in the most sumptuous 
manner every traveller who passed that way. Hungry, and 
curious t© sec what was going on, Tiis dismoLiiitcd,»aiid leaving 
his horse with the attendants, entered the principal ai)artmcut, 
where he saw a &scinating female, and was transported with 
joy.— She was 



THE SHXH nImeH. 


Tall as the graceful cjT)ress, and as bright, 

As ever struck a lover’s ravished sight ; 

Why of her musky looks or ringlets tell ? • 

Each silky hair iiself contained a spell. 

Why of her face so beautifully fair? 

Wondering he saw the moon’s refitlgcnce there. 

As soon as In’s transports bad subsided he sat down before 
licr, and asked bpr who she was, and upon wliat adv enture she 
was engaged ; and she answered that she was a singing-girl, 
that a wealthy merchant some time agf) had fallen in love with 
and married her, and soon aftei’wards died ; that Afrasiyab, the 
king, had siiic-e wished to take her into liis harem, which 
alarmed her, and she had in consequence lied from his country ; 
she was willing, however, she said, to become the hand-maid of 
Kar-khosriLii, he being a true king, and of a sweet and gentle 
temper. 

•• A persecuted damsel T, 

Thus the dctcstcul iyraiit fly, 

And linsteniug from impending woes, 
in happy Persia seek repose ; 

For long as cherished life remains, 

Pleasure must smile where Khosniii reigns, 

Tlu'iuse did I from my homo depart. 

To please and bless a Persian heart,” 


Tlic deception worked cftetjtnally on the mind of Tiis, and he 
at once entered into the notion of escorting her to Kai-khosrau. 
But he was immediately supplied with charmed viands and 
goblets of n’ch wine, whi(;h he hud not the power to resist, till 
his senses forsook him, and then Pilsam appeared, and, binding 
liiln witlic cords, conveyed him safely and secretly into the" in- 
terior of* the foit. Ill a short time (hidarz arriAcd, and he too 
was received and treated in the same manner. Then Giw and 
Byzun were seized and secured ; and alter them came 
notwithstanding the enticements that were used, and the attrac- 
tions that pjipsciited themselves, he would neither enter the en- 
chanted apartment, nor taste the enchanted food or wine, 

I’he witching cup was filled to the brim, 

Hut the magic draught had no charms for him.. 
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A person whispered in his ear that the woman had already 
wickedly got into her power several warrioi*s, and he felt 
assured that they were his own friends. To be revenged for 
this treachery he rusbed forward, and would have sedzed ludd 
of the sorceress, but she lied into the foit and fastened the 
gate. He instantly sent a messenger to Ilnstein, exidaining 
the perplexity in which he was involved, and, exei’ting all his 
strength, broke down the gate that had just been closed against 
him. As soon as the passage was opened, out rushed J’ilsain, 
who with his mace commenced a furious battle with Zal, in 
which he nearly ovcrpowci’ed him, Avlion I*'ertlniiirz reached the 
spot, and telling the venerable old warrior to stainl uside, took 
his place, and fought Avith Pllsam Avithoub intermission fill day, 
and till they were parted by the darkneas of jiight. 

Early in the morning llustem, accompanied l)y Ihirzii, arrived 
from Sistan, and entering the fort, called aloud for Pilsam. He 
also sent Ferfiimirz to Kai-khosrau to inform lum of wliat had 
occurred. Pilsam at length issued foi’tli, and attacked th(3 
ohampiou. I'liey iirst fonglit Avith l)ow8 and arrows, Avibli 
Ravelins next, and theji suc(;cssivcly Avith maces, and swords, 
and daggers. The contest lasted the whole day ; and Avheu at 
night they parted, neither had gained tlie victuiy. The next 
morning immense clouds of dust Avere seen, and they v>or(; 
found to be occasioned by Afrjisiyab and liis army marcliing to 
the spot, Rustem appointed Rarzi'i to proceed Avith liis Zdbul 
troops agjiinst him, whilst he himself encountci’ed Pilsam. The 
strife betAVcon the tAVo Avas dreadfid. Rusiem struck In'm several 
times furiously upon the head, and at length str(‘t(;hc(^Jiim life- 
less on the sand. He then impelled Kitkush towards the Tunl- 
nian army, and aided by /ill and Barzn, (;ommitted tremendous 

among them. 

So thick the arrows fell, helmet, and mail, 

And shield, pierced through, Iwkcd like a iield of leetls. 


In the meantime Siisen, the sorceress, escaped from the fort, and 
fled to Afrdlhiyiib. 
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Another cloud of dust spreading from earth to heaven, was 
observed in the direction of Persia, and the waving banners 
becoming more distinct, presently showed the approach of tlie 
king, Kai-khosniu. 

Till* sti'dy j.'ivcliiifl sparkled in the sun, 

Helmet aTi(i shield, and joyous scorned the si^ht. 

Iljiiitiers, all j^orj^ec is, lloalitij^ on tlie hreezo, 

AikI liorhs shiill et hoiii", and the trainp of steeds, 

I’rfMjljiinied to t‘d eye and hjiir-stnnned ear, 

Tlie miglity preparation. 


The Iiostilc armies soon ]nct, and tlicrc was a sanguinary 
conflict, but the Turanians were obliged to give way. Upon 
this common result, Pi ran Wisah declared to Alrasiyah that 
perseverance was as ridiculous as unprofitable. “ Our army luis 
no heart, nor confidence, when opposed to Itustcm ; how often 
have wo been defeated by him- Jiow often have we been scat- 
tered like sheep before that lion in battle! We liave just lost 
the aid of Barzu, and now is it not deplorable to piil. any trust 
ill the dreams of a singing-girl, to accelerate on her account 
tlie ruin of the country, and to haz.'ird thy own personal 
safety. 

What 1 risk an empire on a woman’s word I ** 

Afrdsiyilb replied, “ So it is ; ” and instantly urged his horse 
into the middle of the plain, where lie loiully challenged Kai- 
khosniu to single combat, saying, “ A\'’liy should Ave uselessly 
slipd the blood of our warriom and people. Let us ourselves 
decide the day, God Avill give the triumph to liim Avho merits 
it.” Kai-khosniu was ashamed to refuse this challenge, and 
descending from his elephant, mounted his horse and prepared 
for the onset. But liis waiTiom seized the bridle, and 'ft* ^ 
not allow him U> fight, lie declared, liOAvcver, tliat he Avoiild 
himself take revenge for the blood of Saiiiwush, and struggled 
to overcome the friends Avlio Avcrc opposing his progress. “ For- 
bear awhile,” said Rustem, Afrasiyiib is expert in all the arts 
of the warrior, fighting ivith the sword, the dagger>j'u archery. 
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and wrestling. When I ^^flX'stIed witli liini, and held him down, 
he could not have escaped, excepting by i-hc exercise of the most 
consummate dexterity. Allow thy warriors to fight for thee.” 
But the king was augjy, and said, “ 'I'he inonareh who does not 
fight for himself, is unworthy of the crown.” lT[K)n hearing 
this, Itiistem wept tears of blood. Harzi'i noNV took hold of the 
king’s stirrup, and knocked his foiHjJiead against it, and draw- 
ing his daggiT, threatened to ])ut an end to himself, saying, 
“ My blood will he iijuni thy neck, if thou goest ; ” and he coii- 
tiiuied in a strain so eloquent and persuasive that Khosraii re- 
laxed in his determination, ai'd observed to Rustem : “ Th(;rc 
can be no doii])t that Barzu is desceiuhid from tbee.” Jhirzii 
now respectfully kissed tlie ground before the king, and vault- 
ing oil his saddle with admirable agility, rushed onwards io"thc 
middle space where Afrasiyab was waiting, and roared aloud. 
Afnisiyab Inirned with indignation at the sight, and said in his 
heart : It seems that 1 have nurtured and iiistnieted this 

ingratc, to shed my own blood, ^rimu wreteh of demoii-hirth, 
thou knowest not thy father’s name ! and yet thou comest to 
wage war against me ! Art thou not ashamed to look upon 
the king of ^Furaii after what he has done for thee ? ” Barzu 
replied : “ Although thou didst protcet me, thou spilt the blood 
of Saiiiwush and Agliriras unjustly. When I ate thy san,, I 
served thee faithfully, afid fought for thee. I now eat the salt 
of Kai-khosriiu, and my allegiance is duo to him.” 

•lie spoke, aiiU raised his l)attle-.axc, and nisliotl, 

ISwil'L as a demon of M:i/.inderan, 

Against Afijisiys'd>, who, frowning, cried : — 

“ Apin-oaeh not like a furious elepiiant, 

Heedless what may befall thee — nor provoke 
The wrath of him whoso certain aim is death.” 

Thou plac«;d he on the string a jiointcd ilart, 

And siiot jt from the bow ; wlnz/.ing it Hew, 

And pierced the armour of the wondering youth, 

Inflicting on his side a painful wound, 

•Which made hi.s heait with trepidation throb ; 

High exultation marked the ilc&pot's brow, 

Seeing the gush of blood his loins distain. 

Bai*zu wses now anxious to siasail Afrilsiyiih with his mace, 
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instead of arrows ; but whenever he tried to get near enough, 
he was disappointed by the adroitness of his adversary, whom 
he could not reach. He was at last compelled to lay aside the 
battle-axe, and have recourse to his bow^, but every arrow was 
dexterously received by Afnlsiyjlb on his shield ; and Barzu, on 
his part, became equally active and successful. Afrasiyilb soon 
emptied his quiyer, and then he grasped his mace with the 
intention of extinguishing his antagonist at once, but at the 
moment Human (;ame up, and said : “ 0, king ! do not bring 
thyself into jeopardy by contending against a person of no 
account ; thy proper {idvci-sary is Kai-khosrau, and not him, 
for if thou gainest the victory, it can only be a victory over a 
fatherless soldier, and if thou art killed, the whole of Tiinln 
will be at the feet of J’ersia.” Both Piran and Human dis- 
suaded the king from continuing ilic engagement singly, and 
directed the Tfu’itnians to commence a general attack. Afra- 
siyjlb told them that if Barzii was not shun, it would be a gi’cat 
misfortune to their country ; in conscquonce, they surrounded 
him, and inflicted on him many severe wounds. But ‘Rustem 
and Ferjiniiirz, beliolding the dilemma into w'hich Barzii was 
thrown, hastened to his support, and many of the enemy were 
killed by them, and great carnage followed by the advance of 
the Persian army. 

The noiflc of clashing swords, and ponderous maces 
Hinging upon the iron mail, seemed like 
busy worlv-sli(»p of an armourer ; 

. Tumultuous as the sea the field appeared, 

•Ail crimsoned with the blood of heroes slain. 

Kai-khosrau himself hurried to the assistance of Barzii, and 
the powerful force which he brought along with him socfii’jep 
the Tiiraniaiis to flight. Afriisiyab too made his escape in the 
confusion that prevailed. The king wished to pursue tjie enemy, 
but Rustem observed that their defeat and dispersion was 
enough. The battle having ceased, and the army being in the 
neighbourhood of Sistiin, the champion solicited permission to 
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return to his home 5 ** for I am now,” said he, four hundred 
years old, and require a little rest. In the meantime Feramur/i 
and Barzii may take my place.” The king consented, and dis- 
tributing his favours, to each of his distinguished warriors for 
their prodigious exertions, left Ziil juid Itustcui to proceed to 
Slstdn, and returned to the capital of liis kingdom. 


The Expej)ition of GUDARZ against 
AFlilSlYiVl}. 

The overthrow of the sovereign of Tuniu liad only a 
temporary effect, as it was not long before lie was (Miabled to 
collect further supplies, and anotlier army for tbtJ derenco of 
Jiis kingdom ; and Kai-khosrau’s ambition to reduce the 
power of his rival being animated by new ho[>ca of su(H*.ess, 
another expedition was entrusted to tluj command of (ludarz. 
Rustem, he said, had done his duty in I’cpeatcd campaigns 
against Afrasiyab, and the extraordinaiy gallantry Jirid wisdom 
with which they were conducted, entitled him to the liighest 
applause. ^‘It is now, Giidarz, thy tuni to vjunpjish the 
enemy.” • Accordingly Ouclarz, accompanied l)y (Jiw, and Tus 
aiuhByzun, and aii immense army, })rocccdcd towards Tiiriiji. 
Feramurzwas directed previously to invade and cmujceftHindus- 
tan, and from thence to marcli to the borders of end Ha- 
chln^for the purpose of uniting and co-operating with the army 
■fllillcr Gddarz, and, finally, to capture Afrasiyab. 

As soon as it ^vas known in Turiln that Giidarz was in 
motion to resume hostilities against the king, Himjan was 
appointed with a large force to resist his progress, and a s(*cf)nd 
army of reserve was gathered together under the command of 
Pirdn. Tine first conflict which occurred waa between the 
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troops of Giidarz and Uum^n. Gudarz directed Byzun to 
attack Hiiinjin. Tlie two chiefs joined in battle, when Human 
fell under tlic sword of his adversary, and his army, beinf? 
defeated, relireil, and united in the rear with the legions of 
Pinin. The enemy tlius became of formidable strength, and 
in consequence it was thought proper to communicate the 
inequality to Kai-kliosraii, that reinforcements might be sent 
without Joss of time. Tlie king immediately complietl, ajul 
also wrote to Sistaii to recpiest the aid of Rustem. The war 
lasted two years, tlic army on each side being continually 
recruited as necessity required, so that the numbers were 
regularly bjpt up, till a gi*eat battle took place, in which 
the vcnei'Jiblc Pirfiii wsis killed, and nearly the whole of his 
army destroyed. Tliis victory was obtained without the assist- 
ance of Rustem, who, notwithstanding tlie message of the 
king, had still remained in Sistan. The loss of Piran, the 
counsellor and warrior, proved to be a great alllictioii to Afra- 
siyj'ib : he felt as if his whole support was taken away, and 
deemed it the signal of ajiproachi ng ruin to his cause. 


*‘ 'riiou wert my refuse, thou my friend and brother ; 
AVise in tljy counsel, gallant in the field, 

My monitor and guide — and thou ai’t gone 1 
The glory of my kingdom is - clipsed, 

Since Uiou liast Viinishcd from this world, and left mo 
All wretched to myself. Ihit food, nor sleep 
Nor i-cst will 1 indulge in, till just vengeance 
Hits been inllictal on the cruel foe.” 


AVhon the news of Pirau’s death reached Kai-khosriiu, he 
rapidly niarchcd forward, crossed the Jihiiii without delay, and 
passed through Samerkaiid and Bokhara, to encountep the 
Turtinians. Afnisiyab, in the meantime, liatt not been ne‘decii- 
ful. He had all his hidden treasure dug up, with which he 
assembled a prodigious army, and appointed his sou 8hydah- 
Poshaug to the command of a hundred thousand horsemen. 
To oppose this force, Kliosriiu appointed his young relative, 
LohurAsp, with eight thousand horsemen, and passing through 
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Sis tan, desired Kiistem, on account of TiohnvjlRji’s tender ajye 
and inexperience, to afford him sucli ^ood counsel as he 
required. When Afnlsiyab lieard this, lie added to the force of 
Shydah another hnndij:;d thousand men, but first scut liis sou 
to Kai-khosrilu in the character of an ambassador to oiler terms 
of peace. Tell him,^’ said he, “ that to secure this object, I 
will deliver to him one of my sons as a hostagi^, and a numlier 
of troops for his servi(;c, with the sacred promise never to 
depart from my enj^a^ements again. — But, a word in thy oar, 
Shydah ; if Khosniu is not disposed to aticept these terms, say, 
to prevent unnecessary bloods^'cd, he and T must jicrsonally 
decide the day by single combat. If he refuses to fight with 
me, say that thou wilt meet him ; and shoiildst thou bo slain in 
the strife, I will siuTcnder to him the kingdom of 'J’liiAn, 
and retire myself from the world.” lie further commanded 
him to propound these terms with a gallant and fearless 
bearing, and not to beti'ay the least api)rehension. Shydah 
entered fully into the spirit of his fathei‘*s instructions, and 
declared that lie would devote liis life to the cause, that ho 
Atould boldly before the whole assembly dare Kai-kbosr;iu to 
battle ; so that Afnisiyab was deliglitcd witli the valorous 
disposition he displayed. 

Kai-khosrau smiled when he heard of what Afnisiyab ju- 
tended, and viewed the jiroposal as a proof of his weakness. 
“ But never,” said he, “ will I consent to a peace till I have 
inflicted qji him the death which Saiiiwush was made to suffer. 
Whqji Shydah arrived, and with proper (jcrcmony and respect 
had delivered his message, Kai-khosrau invited hiin'V retirc 
to his chamber and go to rest, and he wliuld send an answer by 
one of his people. Shydah accordingly retired, and Iho king 
to consult his warrior-friends on the offers that had 
been made. Afrasiydb tells me,” said he, “ that if I do not 
wish for peace, I must fight either him or his son. I have 
seen Shydah— his eyes are red and blood-shot, and he has a 
fierce expression of feature ; if I do not accept his terms, I 
shall proba]}ly soon have a dagger lodged in my breast.” 
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Saying this, he ordered his mail to be got ready ; but Rustem 
and all the great men about him exclaimed, unanimously ; 

This must not be allowed ; Afrtlsiydb is full of fraud, artifice, 
and sorcery, and notoriously faithless to bis engagements. The 
sending of Shydiih is all a trick, and his letter of proposal 
^ all deceit : liis object is simply to induce thee to fight him 
aloue. 

ff tliou shoiildst kill this Sliydah — what of that 1 
'riierc would he one 'rih'unian warrior less, 

To vex the world withal ; would that be triumph ? 

Ami to a Persian kin" ? But if it chanced, 

That thou should’st meet with an untimely death, 

By dart or javelin, at the stripling’s hands, 

What scathe and ruin would this icalm befall 1 ” 

Ry the advice of Rustem, Kai-khosrau gave Shydali per- 
mission to depart, and said that he ^vould send his answer to 
AfrasiytU) by Kfirun. ‘^But,” observed the youth, “I have 
come to fight thee ! ” -which touched the honour of the king, 
and he replied : “ Be it so, let us then meet to-morrow.” 

In the mean time Khosriju prepared his letter tp Afrasiyab, in 
which he said ; 

“ Our quarrel now is dark to view. 

It bears the fiercest, gloomiest hue ; 

And vain have speech and promise been 
To change for peace the battle scene ; 

For thou art still to trca<;hory pi*onc, 

Though gentle now in word and tone ; 

But that imperial crown thou wearcst, 

That mace which thou in battle bcarest, 

' Thy kingdom, all, thou must resign ; 

Thy army too-i-for all are mine ! 

Thou talk’st of strength, and might, and power, 

When revelling in a prosperous hour ; 

But know, that strength of nerve and limb 
We owe to God — ^it comes from Him 1 ^ 

And victory’s palm, and regal sway, 

Alike the will of Heaven obey. 

Hence thy lost throne, no longer thine, 

Will soon, perfidious king I be mine 1 ” 


In giving this letter to K^nn, Eai-khosrila direeited h{iD;,agh 
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the first place, to deliver a message from him to Shydah, to the 
following effect : 

“ Driven art thou out from home and life. 

Doomed eTij^apje in mortal strife, 

For deeply loui-s misfortune’s eloiul ; 

That gay at I ire will be thy sliroiid ; 
niood f rom tby father’s eyes will gush, 

As Ktliis wept for Saiilwush.” 

In the inoniiug Kliosrau went to the appointed place, and 
when he approached Shydah, the latter said, “ Thou*hast come 
on foot, let our trial he in wrestling ; and the proposal being 
agreed to, both applied themselves fiercely to the eiioo miter, at 
a distance from the troops. 

The youth appeared with joyous niitiii, 

And bounding heart, for life was new ; 

By either host the strife was seen. 

And strong and fierce tlie combat grow. 

Shydah exerted his utmost might, hub was unable to move 
his antagonist from the ground ; whilst Kliosrau lifted him up 
without difficulty, and, dashing him on the plain, 

He sprang upon him as the lion fierce 
Springs on the nimble gor, then (piickly drew 
His deadly dagger, and with cruel aim. 

Thrust the keen weapon thrtiugli tlio stripling’s heart. 

KhosrAi^, immediately after slaying him, ordered the body to 
be \mslied with musk and rose-water, and, after buriuj^ a tomb 
to be raised to his memory. • 

When K^run reached the court of Afrasiyab with the answer 
to the offer of peace, intelligence had previously arrived that 
Sltydah had fallen in the combat, which produced in the mind 
of the father the greatest anguish. He gave no reply to 
Kdnin, but ordered the drums and trumpets to bo sounded, 
and instantly marched with a large army against the enemy. 
The two hosts were soon engaged, the anger of the Tiirauians 
so m»ch roused and sharpened by the death of the 
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prince, that they were utterly regar^ess of their lives. The 
Wtle, therefore, was fought with unusual fury. 

Two sovereigns in the field, in desperate strife, 

Each l)y a grievous eau.se of wrath, urged on 
To glut revenge ; this, for a father’s life 
Wantonly sacrificed ; that for a son 
Slain in his prime. — The carnage has begun, 

And blood is seen to flow on every side ; 

Thoiisanils are slaughtered ere the day is done. 

And weltering swell the sanguinary t,ide ; 

And why ? To soothe man’s hate, his cruelty, and pride. 


The battle terminated in the discomfiture and defeat of the 
Turfiniana, who fled from the conquerors in the utmost con 
fusion. The people seized liold of the bridle of Afrilsiydb’s 
hoi^c, and obliged him to follow his scattered army. 

Kai-khosrilu having dispatched an account of his victory to 
Ktliis, went ill pursuit uf Afrasiyiib, traversing various countries 
and provinces, till ho arrived on tlie borders of Chiu. The 
Khakaii, or sovereign of that state, became in consequence 
greatly alarmed, and presented to him large presents to gain 
his fav^our, but the only object of ]Chosrau was to secure 
Afrasiyiib, and he told the ambassador that if his master dared 
to afford him protection, he ivould lay waste the whole kingdom. 
The Khakilu therefore withdrew his hospitable services, and 
tlie abandoned king was compelled to seek another place of 
refuge. 


The death op AFRASIYAB, 

Melancholy luid aihicted, Afoisiysib penetrated through vi^od 
and desert, and entered the province of Mikr^n, whither he 
was followed by Kai-khosr^u and his army. He then quitted 
Mikriin, but his followers had fallen off to a small number 
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and to whatever country or region he repaired for rest and 
protection, none was given, lest the vengeance of Kai-khosnUi 
sli >uld be hurled upon the offender. Still pursued and hunted 
like a wild beast, and* still flying from his enemies, the small 
retinue which I’einained with him at last left him, and he was 
left alone, dejected, destitute, and truly forlorn. In this state 
of desertion he retired into a cave, where he hdped to continue 
midiscovered and unseen. 

It chanced, however, that a man named ITiiin, of the race of 
Fcridiin, dwelt hard by. lie was remarkable for his strength 
and bravery, but had peacefully taken u[) his abode upon the 
neighbouring mountain, and was passing a religious life with- 
out any communication with the busy world. TTis dwelliug 
was a little way above the cave of Afrasiyjib. Due night he 
heard a voice of lamentation lielow, and anxious to ascertain 
from whom and whence it proceeded, he stole down to the spot 
and listened. Tlic mourner spoke in the Turkish language, and 
said: — ‘‘0 king of Turau and Chin, where is now thy pomp 
and poAver ! IIo\v has Fortune cast away thy throne and thy 
treasure to the wdnds ? ” Hearing these words Hiim coii- 
jeetumd that this must be Afriisiyab ; and as he had suffered 
severely from the tyranny of that monarch, his feelings f 
vengeance were awakened, and he approached nearer to be- 
certain that it was he. The same lamentations were repeated, 
and he felt assured that it was Afr.isiyab himself. He waited 
patiently, however, till morning dawned, and then he called 
out ai the mouth of the cave: — “0, king of the world !‘ 
come out of thy cave, and obtain thy defies ! I have loft the 
invisible sphere to accomplish thy wishes. — Appear ! ” • Afni- 
siyab tljjnking this a spiritual call, went out of the cave and 
wit!^ instantly recogriizcd by Hum, who at the sfiine moment 
struck him a severe blow on the forehead, which felled him 
to the’ earth, and then secured liis hands behind his back. 
When the monarch found himself in fetters and powerless, 
he complained of the cruelty inflicted upon him, and asked 
Hum why he •had treated a' stranger in that manner. Hum 
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replied : — How many a prince of the race of Peridun hast 
thou sacrificed to thy ambition ? How many a heart hast thou 
broken ? — I, too, am one who was compelled to fly from tliy 
persecutions, and take rolh^e hero on thfa desert mountain, and 
constantly liavc I jiraycd for tliy ruin that 1 mi"htbe released 
from this miserable mode of existence, and be permitted to 
return to my paternal home. My prayer has been heard at 
last, and God lias delivered thcc into my hands. But how 
earnest thou hither, and by what strange vicissitudes art thou 
thus placed before me ? ” Afi*asi 3 "ilb commuuiciiited to liim the 
stoiy of his misfortunes, and begged of him rather to put him 
to death on the sjiot than convey him to Kiii-kiio;srau. But 
lldm was too much delighted with ha\ing the tyrant under 
his feet to consider either his safety or his feelings, and was 
not long in hringing him to the Persian king. Kai-khosrau 
received the jirisoner with exultation, and made Hum a 
magnificent present, lie well recollected tlie basin and the 
dagger used in tlic murder of SaiiUviish, and commanded the 
presence of the treacherous Gersiwaz, that lie and Afrilsiyyb 
might sufler, in every respect, the same fate together. Tlie 
basin was brought, and the two victims were pub to death, like 
two goats, tlieir heads being chopped off from their bodies. 

After this sanguinary catastrophe, Kai-khosriiu returned to 
Triln, leaving Bustem to proceed to his own principality. Kai- 
kdiis quitted his palace, according to his established custom, to 
welcome back the conqueror. Ho kissed his head and face, 
•and shqwered upon him praises and blessings for the valour he 
had displayed, and the deeds he had done, and especially for 
having, so signally I’evcnged the cruel murder of his father 
Saitiwush 
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Tiik death op KAI-KHOSEAU. 

Kai-khosrau at last^ became inspired by an insurmountable 
attacliment to a religious life, and thought only of devotion to 
God. Thus, influenced by a disposition peculiar to ascetics, lie 
abandoned the duties of sovereignty, and conijnitted all state 
affairs to the care of his ministers. Tlie chiefs and warriors 
remonstrated respectfully agaimst this mode of government, 
and trusted that he would devote only a few hours in the day 
to the transactions of the kii\gdoni, and the remainder to 
prayer and religious exercises ; but this he refused, saying : — 

“ Ojie heart is not equal to ])oth duties ; my affections indeed 
are not for this transitory world, and 1 trust to he an inhahitaflt 
of the world to come.” T’hc nobles wia’e in great sorrow at 
this declaration, and anxiously applied to Zsil and Itustem, in 
the hopes of w'orkiug some change in the king’s disposition. 
On their arrival the people cried to them ; — 

“ Some evil eye has smote the kinj; ; — Iblis 
By wicked wiles has led his soul asti iiy, 

And withered all life’s pleasures. 0 release 
Our country from the sorrow, the dismay 
Wliicli darkens eveiy heart : — his ruin stay. 

Is it not mournful thus to see him cold 

And gloomy, casting pump and joy away i 

Kestore him to himself ; let us behold 

Again the victor-king, the generous, just and bold,” 

Zdl and feustom went to the palace of the king in t^melan- • 
choly mood, and Khosrau having heard of their a|)p1*oach, 
enquired of them why they had left Sistj'in. They r(*pli<;d that 
the news of his having rcjlinquished all coneorn in the aflUirs of 
thf^.kiii^doia had induced tliein to wait upon him. “ I am 
weary of the troubles of this life,” said he composedly, “ and 
anxious to pj’epare for a future state.” “ But death,” observed 
Ziil, a great evil. It is dreadful to die ! ” Upon this the 
king said : — “ I cannot endure any longer the deceptions and 
perfidy of laankind. My love of heaven is so great that I 
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cannot exist one moment without devotion and prayer. Last 
night a mysterious voice whispered in my oar : — The time of 
thy dcpjirture is nigh, prepare the load for thy journey, .and 
neglect not thy w.arning angel, or the opportunity will be lost.” 
When ZjLI and Rustem saw that Khosniii AV.as resolved, and 
solemnly o('cupied in his devotions, they were for some time 
silent. Rut Zj'iI was at length moved, and said : — “ I will go 
into retirement and solitude with tlic king, Jind by continual 
prayer, and through his blessing, 1 too may be forgiven,” 
“ This, indeed,” said the king, “ is not the ])lace for me. I 
must seek out a solitary (jell, and there i*esign my soul to 
heaven.” Ziil and Rustem wept, and (quitted the palace, and 
all the warriors were in the deepest affliction. 

The next day Kai-khosraii left liis apjirtment, and called to- 
gether his great men and warriors, and said to them : — 

** Tliat wliich I sought for, I have now obtained. 

Nothing remains of. worldly wish, or hope, 

To disapi)oint or vex jue. I resign 
The pageantry of kings, and turn away 
From all the pomp of the Kaianian throne. 

Sated with human grandeur. — Now, farewell 1 
Such is my destiny. To those brave friends, 

Who, ever faithful, have my power upheld, 

I will discharge the duty of a king, 

Paying the pleasing debt of gratitude.” 


He then ordered his tents to be pitched in the desert, and 
oixincd his treasury, and for seven days made a sumptuous 
fccust, Piid distributed food and money among the indigent, the 
widows, .nud oiphans, and every destitute person was abun- 
dantly supplied with tlic necessaries of life, so that there was 
no one loft in a state of Avaiit tlirougliout tlic empire. He also 
attended to the claims of his warriors. To Rustem' Jie j^ivc 
Ziibul, and Kabul, and Niiu-ruz. He appointed Lohurasp, the 
Bon-in-laiv of K.ai-Kaiis, successor to his throne, and directed 
nil his people to pcay the same allegiance to him as they had 
done to himself ; and they unaiiiinously consented, declaring 
their firm attachment to his pei*son and government. He ap- 
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pointed Giidarz the chief minister, and Oiw to the chief com- 
mand of the armies. To Tus lie pfavc Khorassjln ; UTid lie said 
to Fribiirz, the son of ICaiis:— “Be Hum obedient, I beseech 
tliee, to the uoininiuids f)f Lolinra'^]), wlioin I liave irislnicted, 
and brought up ’svith paternal care ; foi* 1 know of no one so 
Avell qualified iii the art of governing a kingdom.” 'J'he warriors 
of Iran were surprised, and murmured together, that the son of 
Kai-kaiis should be tlius placed iindio* the aut.hority of Loliu- 
rasp. ]3ut Zal observed to them : — “ If it be the king’s will, it 
is enough ! ” Tlie murinnrs of tlie warrioi’s having reached 
Kni-khosraii, he sent for them, and addressed them tlius : — 
“ Friburz is well known to be une(|ual to the functions of 
sovereignty ; but Loluirasp is enliglitcned, and fully compi’cr 
liends all the duties of ivgal sway. He is a descendant of 
ITusheng, wise and merciful, and God is my witness, 1 think 
him pefectly calculated to make a nation liap})y.’* J Fearing 
this eulogium on tluj character of the new king from Kai- 
khosrau, all the waiTiors expressed their satisfacjtion, and 
anticipated a glorious reign. Xhosnlu further sjwd : — “ I must 
now address you on another subject. In my dreams a fountain 
lias been pointed out to me ; and when I visit that fountain, 
my life will be resigned to its Creator.” lie then bid farewell 
to all the iKJople around him, and commenced his journey ; and 
when he had accomplished one stage luj pitched his tent. Ne.xt 
day he resumed his task, and took leave of ZiU and Itustem ; 
wdio wept bitterly as they parted from Jiim. 

a 

“ Alas 1” llicy said, that one on^wliora 
Heavon lias bestfAved a mind so 
A heart so brave, should seek the 1r)nib, 

And not his hour in palienee wait. 

The wise in wonder gaze, and say, 

No moHal being ever trod 
Before, the dim supernal way, 

• And living, saw the face of God I ** 


After Zill and Rustem, then Khosrdii took leave of Gudarz 
and Giw and Tiis, and Gustahem, but unw^illing to go back, 
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they continued with him. He soon arrived at the promised 
fountain, in which he bathed. He then said to his followers: — 
“Now is the time lor our separation; — you must go;” but 
they still renijiincd. Again he said : — ‘‘ You must go quickly ; 
for presently heavy showers of snow will fall, and a tempestuous 
wind will ai*ise, and you will perish in the storm.” • Saying 
this, he went into the fountain, and vanished ! 

And not a tmoe was left bcliind, 

And not a dim])lc on tlic wave ; 

All S(>ui,dit, hut aoiiirbt in vain, to find 
Tlie si)ot which piovcd Kai-khosrdu’s grave I 


The king liaving disappeared in this extraordinary manner, 
a loud hnnciitation ascended from liis followers ; and when the 
paroxysm of ainazeineiit and sorrow had ceased, Friburz said ; 
— “ Let us now refresh ourselves with food, and rest awhile.” 
Accordingly those that remained ate a little, and were soon 
afterwards overcome witli sleep. Suddenly a great wind arose, 
and the snow fell and clotlied tlie earth in white, and all the 
'warriors and soldiers who accompanied Kai-khosrau to the 
mysterious fountain, and amongst them Tus and Friburz, and 
Glw, were while asleep overwhelmed in the drifts of snow. Not 
a man survived. Giichirz had retunicd when about half-Avay on 
the road ; and not lieuring for a long time any tidings of his 
companions, sent a person to ascertain the cause of their delay. 
Upon proceeding to the fatal place, the messenger, to his 
amazcuicnt and liorror, found them all stiff and lifeless under 
the snow 1 


lohurAsp. 

The reputation of Lohnrdsp was of the highest order, md it 
i&eaid Umt his administration of the affairs of his kingdom was ‘ 
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more just and paternal than even that of Kai-khosriln. The 
counsel which Kliosrilu gave me/' said he, “was wise and 
admirable ; but I find that I must go beyond him in moderation 
and clemency to the ijorr.” Lohurasp had foiii: sons, two by 
the daughter of Kai-ki'uis, one named Ardsln’r, and tlic other 
Shydasp ; and two hy another woman, and tlioy wore named 
Gushttlsp and Zarir. But (liishtasp was intrepid, acute, and 
apparently marked out for sovereignty, and on ,‘icconnt of his 
independent conduct, no favourite with his lather ; in defiance 
of whom, with arcl)cllious spirit, he collected togetlier a hundred 
thousand horsemen, and j>roce* ded with them towards ITiiidii- 
stiiii of liis own accoi’d. Lohunisp sent after him Jiis brother 
Zarir, with a tliousaiid liorscmen, in the hoix's of iidlncncing 
him to return ; but when Zarir overtook him and eiuh‘avoufed 
to persuade In'm not to proceed any fiirtlier, he said to him, 
with an animated look : — 

Proceed no fariJicr 1 — Well ilimi know’st 
Wo’vo no Kaiaiiiaii blood to boast, 

And, therefore, but a minor i)art 
In LohuiAsp’s paternal heart. 

Kor thou, nor 1, can ever own 
From him the diadem or throne. 

The brothers of KAi'is’s race 

I^y birth command the brij'htest place, 

Then what remains for us i Wo mast 
To other means our fortunes trust. 

AVe cannot lin<rer here, and bear 
A life of discontent — despair,” 

Zarir, hCwever, reasoned witli him so winningly and effectually, 
tliafcht last ho consented to return ; })iit only upon condf- 
tioii that he should be nominated heir to the throne, and treated 
with becoming respect and ceremony. Zarir agreed to hiterpose 
his efforts to this end, and brought him back to his father ; but 
i^vas soon apparent that Lohm’iisp had no inclination to pro- 
mote the elevation of Gushtdsp in preference to the claims of 
his other *sons ; and indeed shortly afterwards manifested to 
what quaiicr his detennination on this subject was directed. It 
Avas indeed enough that his determination was unfavourable to 
the vicAYS of Gushtiisp, Avho now, in disgust, fled from his fathers* 
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house, but without any attendants, and shaped his course towards 
Klim. Lohunisp again sent Zarir in quest of him ; but the 
youth, after a tedious search, returned without success. Upon 
his arrival in Jhiin, Giishtiisp chose a solitary retirement, where 
he remained some time, and was at length compelled by poverty 
and want, to ask for employment in the establishmimt of the 
sovereign of that country, stating that he was an accomplished 
scribe, and wrote a beautiful hand. He was told to wait a few 
days, as at that time there was no vacancy. Ihit hunger was 
pressing, and lie could not suffer delay ; he tliei*eforc went to 
the master of the camel -drivers and asked for service, but he 
too had no vacancy. However, commiserating the distressed 
condition of the applicant, he generously supplied him with a 
hearty meal. After that, Gushtiisp went into a blacksmith’s 
shop, and asked for work, and his services were accepted. The 
blacksmith put the hammer into his hands, and the first blow 
lie struck was given with such force, that he broke the anvil 
to pieces. The blacksmith was amazed and angry, and indig- 
nantly turned him out of his shop, uttering upon him a thousand 
violent reproaches. 

Wouiuled in spirit, bi-okcn -hearted, 

Misfortune darkening o’er his head. 

To other liinds he then depart ed, 

To seek another home for bread. 

Disconsolate and wretched, he proceeded on his jouniey, and 
observing a husbandman standing in a field of com, he ap- 
proached^ the spot and sat down. The husbandman seeing a 
strong hnuscular youth, apparently a Turanian, sitting in 
sorrow and tears, went up to him and asked him the cause of 
his grief, and he soon became acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of the stranger’s life. Pitying his distress, he took hi*a 
home and gave him some food. 

After having partaken sufficiently of the refreshments placed 
before him, Gushtiisp inquired of his host to what tribe he 
belonged, and fixim whom he was descended. I am descended 
fix)m Peridiin,” rejoined he, ‘*aud I belong to the Kaid^'^ 
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tribe. My occupation in this retired spot is, as thou seest, tlie 
cultivation of the ground, and the customs and duties of 
husbandry.” Gushttisp said, “I am myself descended from 
Husheng, who was tlie^ancestor of Feridihi ; wc are, thenifore, 
of the same origin.” Tn coiise(jucn(*e of this connection, Gush- 
tfisp and the husbandman lived togotlicr on the most friendly 
footing for a considerable time. At length ihe star of his 
fortune began to illumine his path, and the favour of Heaven 
became manifest. 

It was the custom of the king of lliim, wIjou liis daughters 
came of age, to gi\'e a sjdendid lanquet, and to invite to it all tlie 
youths of illustrious birth in the kingdom, in order that each 
might select one of tlieiu most suited to her taste, for her 
future husband. His daughter Kitabiin was now of age, add 
in conformity with the established practice, the feast was 
prepared, and the youths of royal descent invited ; but it so 
liappciied til at not one of them was sufficiently attractive for 
her choice, and the day passed over unprofi tidily. She had 
b^en told in a dream that a youth of a certain figure and aspect 
had arrived in the kingdom from Inin, and that to him she 
was destined to be married. But there was not one at her 
father’s banquet who answered to the desci-iption of the man 
she had seen in her dream, and in consequence slie was dis- 
appointed. On the following day the fctist was resumed. She 
had again dreamt of the youth to whom she was to he united. 
She had pnescnted to him a bunch of roses, and he had given 
her a^rose-braucli, and each regarded the other with smiles ot 
mutual satisfaction. In the morning Kitabnu iasiieJ^a pro- 
clamation, inviting all the young men of royal extraction, 
whcth<5f natives of the kingdom or strangere, to her father’s 
f&st. On that day Guslitiisp and the husbandman had come 
into the city from the country, and hearing the proclamation 
the latter said : ‘‘ Let us go, for in this lottery the prize may be 
drawn in thy name.” They accordingly went. Kitabun’s 
J)^dmaid was in waiting at the door, and kept every young 
tj[iol|t^^inS Awhile* that her mistress might mark him well 
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before she allowed him to pass into the banquet. The keen 
eyes of Kitabiin soon saw Gushtfisp, and her heart instantly 
acknowledged him as her promised lord, for he was the same 
])crsoii she had seen iji her dream. 


As near tlio graceful stripling drew, 

She cried ]\Iv dream, ray di’cani is true I 
l^'ortTiiic from visions of the night 
Has hronght him to my longing sight. 

TiMitli has pourtrayed his fonn divine ; 

He lives — he lives — ^arid he is mine I ” 


She presently descended from her balcony, and gave him a 
Imuch of roses, the token by which lier choice was made known, 
and then retired. The king, when lie heard of what she had 
done, was exceedingly iiTitated, thinking that her affections 
were placed on a beggar, or some nameless stranger of no birth 
or fortune, and liis first impulse was to have her put to death. 
But his pc()})lc assembled around him, and said : — “ What can 
bo the use of killing her ? — It is in vain to resist the flood of 
destiny, for what will be, will be. 

The world itself is governed still by Fate, 

Fate rules the warrior’s and the monarch’s slate ; 

And woman’s heart, llu* passions of her soul, 

Own the same power, obey the same contn)! ; 

For wliat can love’s impetuous force restrain ? 
lUood may he shed, hut what will be thy gain? 

After this remonstrance he desired enquiries to be made into 
the character and parentage of his proposed son-in-law, and 
was told his name, the name of his father, and of his ancestors, 
and the causes which led to his present condition. But he 
would not believe a word of the narration. He was then in- 
formed of his daughter’s di’cam, and other particulars : and .xC 
so far relented as to sanction the marriage ; but indignantly 
drove lier from his house, with her husband, without a dowry, 
or any money to supply themselves with food. 

Gushtiisp and his wife took refuge in a miserable cell, which 
they inhabited, and when necessity pressed, ho used to cros&i r. ’ 
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rirer, and bring in an elk or wild ass from the forest, gave 
half of it to the ferryman for his trouble, and kept the re- 
mainder for his own boaixl, so tliat ho and the ferryman 
became groat friendfs by these mutual ol)liga.tions. It is re- 
lated that a person of distinction, named ^labriii, solicited the 
king’s second daughter in marriage ; and Abriin, another man 
of rank, was anxious to be espoused to the tlfird, or youngest ; 
but the king was unwilling to part witli either of them, and 
openly declared his sentiments to that eirect. Mabrin, however, 
was most assiduous and perscvcilng in his attentions, and at 
last made some impression on the father, wlio consented to 
permit the marriage of tlie second daughter, but only on the 
following conditions: ‘‘There is,” said lie, “a monstrous wolf 
in the ncighliouring forest, c\’tromely b^rocious, and destructive 
to my property. T have frerpiently cndi'avoured to limit him 
down, but without success. If Mahrin can destroy the 
animal, I will give liim my dangliter.” When tlicse conditions 
were comniimicated to 'Mabrin, he considered it iin))ossible that 
^they could be fulfilled, and looked upon the proposal as an 
evasion of the question. One day, however, the feiTyman 
having heard of IMabriii’s disappointment, told him that there 
was no reason to despair, for he knew a young man, married to 
one of the king’s daughters, who crossed the ri^er every day, 
and though only a pedcistrian, brought homo regularly an elk- 
deer on his back. “He is trulj,” added lie, “a wonderful 
youtl), aid if you can by any means secure bis assistance, I 
liav^ no doubt but that his activity and strength will soon put 
an end to the wolf’s depredations, by dejn'iving him of life.” 

This intelligence was received with great pleasure by Mabrin, 
who hastened to Oushtasp, and described to him his situation, 
^•.nd the conditions required. Gushtasj) in reply sfiid, that ho 
would be glad to accomplish for him the object of his desires, and 
at an appointed time proceeded towards the forest, accompanied 
by Mabrin and the feiTyman. When the party arrived at the 
^orders of the wilderness which the wolf frequented, Gushtdsp 
companions behind, and advanced alone into the in- 
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terior, Avhere he soon found the dreadful monster, in size larg^er 
than an elephant, and howling terribly, ready to spring upon 
him. But tlie hand and eye of (Jushtilsp were too active to 
allow of his being surprised, and in an instant lie shot two 
arrows at once into the foaming beast, which, irritated by the 
dee}) wound, now rushed furiously upon him, without, however, 
doing him any sfcrioiis injury ; then with the rapidity of 
lightning, Cushtasp drew hissharp sword, with one treniendoiis 
stroke cut the w’olf in tw’o, deluging the ground with bubbling 
blood. TTaving performed this prodigious exploit, he called 
Mabrin and the ferryman to see what he had done, and they 
w^ere amazed at his extraordinary intrepidity and muscular 
power, but i-cquested, in order that the special object of the 
lover might be obtained, that he would conceal his name, for a 
time at least. Mabrin, siitisficd on this point, then repaired to 
the emperor, and claimed his promised bride, as the rew^ard for 
his labour. The king of Riim little expected this result, and 
to i\fisure himself of the truth of what he had lieard, bent his 
W'ay to the forest, w^here he w^as convinced, seeing with as- 
tonishment and delight that the wolf was really killed. He 
had now no further pretext, and therefore fullilled his engage- 
ment, by giving his daughter to Mabrin. 

It was now Ahrun*s turn to rejKjat his solicitations for the 
youngest daughter. The king of Riim had another evil to 
root out, so that he w^as prepared to propose another condition. 
This was to destroy a hideous dragon that had taken possession 
of a neighbouring mountain. Ahi’un, on hearing the con- 
dition was in as deep distress as Mabrin had been, until ho 
accidentally became acquainted with the ferryman, who de- 
scribed to him the generosity and fearless bravery of Gusktiisp. 
He immediately applied to him, and the youth readily under- 
took the enterprise, saying : — “ No doubt the monster’s teeth 
are long and sharp, bring me therefore a dagger, and &J9teu 
round it a number of knives.” Ahrun did so accordingly, and 
Gushtiisp proceeded to the mountain. As soon as the dragon 
smelt the approach of a human being, flames issued from 
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nostrils, and he darted forward to devour the intnidcr, but was 
driven back by a number of arrows, rapidly diseliargcd into 
his head and nioutli. Again he advanced, but GiishUisp 
dodged round liiin, aud continued driving arrows into him to 
the extent of forty, which subdued his strength, and made him 
writhe in agony. He then fixed the dagger, which was armed 
at right angles with knives, upon his spear, aud going nearer, 
thrust it down his gasping throat 

Dreadful tlic weapon, each t\vo-eclp:cd blade 
Cut deep into the jaws on either side, 

And the fierce monster, Unnkin*^ to dislodf^e it, 

Crushed it hotwceii Ids teeth witli all Ids strength, 

Which press(‘d it chicper in the flesh, when blood 
And poison issued from the f?apinj^ wounds ; 

Then, as he flonnd(‘ie<l on the earth exhausted, 

Seizin”; the fragment of a flinty rock, 

Gushlsisp heat out the bi*aiiis, and sr)on the beast 
In terrible struggles died. Two deadly f.ings 
Then wrenched he from Ihe jaws, to testify 
The wonderful exploit he bad performed. 


JtVhen he descended from the mountain, these two teeth were 
deli> ered to Ahrun, and they were afterwards conveyed to the 
king, who could not believe his own eyes, but ascended the 
mountain himself to ascertain the fact, and there he beheld 
with amazement the dragon lifeless, and covered with blood. 
“ And didst thou thyself kill this terrific dnigoii ? ” said he. 
“Yes,” replied Ahrun. “Aud wilt thou swear to God that 
this is thy own achievement ? Tt must be cither the exploit of 
a dcunon, or of a certain Kaiaiiian, who resides in tbjs neigh- 
bourhood.” But there Avas no one to disi)rovc his afeertion, 
and therefore the king could no longer refuse to suri*cndcr to 
him bjs youngest daughter. 

^ And noAV between Gushtasp, and Mabrin, and Ahrun, the 
wannest friendship subsisted. Indeed they were seldom parted ; . 
and the thrce sisters remained togetlicr Avith equal affection; 
One day Kitabiin, the wife of Gushtasp, in conversation Avith 
of her female acquaintance, let out the secret that her 
was the person who killed the wolf and the dragou. 
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No sooner was this story told, than it spread, and in the end 
reached the ears of the queen, who immediately communicated 
it to the kiiif;*, saying : — “Tliis is the work of Gushtitsp, thy 
son-in-law, of him thou hast banished ffom thy presence — of 
him who iio])ly would not disclose his name, before Mabrin and 
Ahrun had afchiined the object of their wishes.’^ The king said 
in reply that it just tis he had suspected ; and sending for 
Gushtiisp, conferred upon him great honour, and appointed him 
to the chief command of his army. 

“ Having thus possessed himself of a leader of such skill and ■ 
ijitrepidity, he Llionglit it ne(*es.sary to turn his attention to 
external conquest, and acjcordingly addressed a letter to Alhis, 
the ruler of Khuz, in wdiicli lie said : — “ Thou hast hitherto 
.enjbycd thy kingdom in peace and traiujuillity ; but thou must 
now resign it to me, or prepare for war,” Alias on receiving 
this imperious and haughty menace collected his forces together, 
and advanced to the contest, and the king of Eiiin assembled 
bis own troops with equal exijedition, under the direction of 
(liishUsp. The battle Avas fought Avith great valour on both 
sides, and blood floAved in torrents. Giishtfisp challenged Aliiis 
to single combat, and the Avarriors met ; but in a short time 
tlvi — >jiiy ^vas throAvn from his horse, and dragged by thd" 
V, J/jror, in fetters, before the king. The trooi)S Avit- 
nessil^ the prowess of Guslitasp, quickly fled ; and the kin^ 
commencing a hot pursuit, soon entered their city victoriously, 
subdued the whole kingdom, and plundered it of all its property 
ajid Avealth. lie also gained OA^er the army, and witli^this 
poAverfirVaddition to his oavii forces, and Avitli the booty he had 
secured, returned triumphantly to Rum. 

In consequence of this brilliant success, the king conferred 
additional honours on GushUisp, avIio iioav began to display tly> 
ambition Avhich lie had long ohcrislicd. Aspiring to the sove- 
reignty of Iran, he spoke to the Kumi warriors on tjie subject 
of an invasion of that country, but they refused to enter into 
his schemes, conceiving that them was no chance of success. 
At this Gushtusp took Are, and declared tbiit he knoAv the 
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power and resources of his father perfectly, and that the con- 
quest would he attended with no difliculty. He then went to 
the king, and said: “Tliy chiefs are afi*aid to fight against 
Lohunisp; 1 will myself undertake the task with even an in- 
cons idcrahlc army.” The king was ovei joyed, and kissed his 
licad and face, and loaded him with presents, and ordered his 
socretaiy to write to Lohurasp in the following terms : “ I am 
anxious to meet thoe in battle, but if thoii art not disposed to 
fight, I will permit thee to remain at pcat!e, on condition of 
suiTendering to me half thy kingdom. Should this be reiiised, 
I will myself deprive thee of Mie whole sovei’cigiity.” When 
this letter was conveyed by the hands (►f Kabiis to Iran, Loliu- 
riisp, upon reading it, was moved to laughter, and ex(jlaimed, 
“ What is all this ? Tlic king of Jliim has li{i])])ened to obtain 
possession of the little kingdom of Kluiz, and luj has become 
insane with pride ! ” He then asked Kabiis by wliat means he 
accomplisbed the capture of Khnz, and how ho managed to kill 
Alias. Tlic messenger replied, that liis success was owing to a 
youth of noble aspect and invincible eoiirago, wiio had first 
destroyed a ferocious wolf, then a dragon, and had afterwards 
dragged Alias from his horse, with as nmeh ease as if he had 
t)een a chicken, and laid him prostrate at the feet of the kmg 
of Eiim. Lohni’iisp enquired bis name, and he answered, 
Giishtilsp. “ Docs lie resemble in feature any pei'sou in this 
assembly ? ” Kabiis looked round about him, and pointed to 
Zarlr, frop which Lohurasp concluded that it must ho his own 
sou, |ind sat silent. But he soon determined on wh?jt answer 
to send, and it was contained in the following words : ^‘•Do not 
take me for an Alias, nor think that one hero of thin*; is com- 
petent to oppose me. I have a hundred equal to him. Con- 
tinue, therefore, to pay me tribute, or 1 will lay waste thy whole 
country.” With tliis letter he dismissed Kabiis ; and as soon 
as the messenger had departed, addressed himself to Zarir, say- 
ing : . “ Thou must go in the character of an ambassador from 
me to the king of Kiim, and represent to him the justice and 
propriety of jpreserving peace. After thy conference with him 
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repair to the house of Gushtiisp, and in my name ask his for- 
j^ivencss for what I have done. I was not before aware of his 
merit, and day and I think of him with repentance and 
sorrow. Tell liiin to pardon his old fivthcr’s infirmities, and 
come hirk to Iran, to his own country and home, that I may 
resign to In'm iny crown and throne, and like Kai-khosniu, take 
leave of the wuWd. It is my desire to deliver myself up to 
prayer and devotion, and to appoint (lushtasp my successor, for 
he appears to he eminently worthy of that honour.” Zarir 
acted scruimlously, in conformity with his instructions ; and 
having fimt had an interview with the king, hastened to the 
house of his hi-othcr, by whom he was received with affection 
and gladness. After the usual interchange of congratulations 
and enquiry, he stated to him the views and the resolutions of 
his father, who on the faith of his royal word promised to 
appoint him his successor, and thought of him with the most 
cordial attachment, (lushtasp was as much astonished as de- 
lighted witli this information, and his anxiety being great to 
return to his own country, he that very night, accompanied by 
his wife Kitabhn, and Zarir, set out for Inin. Approaching the 
city, he was met by an istakbal, or honorary deputation of 
warriors, sent by the king ; and when he arrived at court,* 
Lohurasp dcs(;cnded fi'oin his throne and embraced him with 
.paternal affection, shedding tears of contrition for having pre- 
viously treated him not only with neglect but severity. How- 
e> er he now made him amjdc atonement, and ordering a golden 
cliair of royalty to be constructed and placed close to his own, 
they both sat together, and the people by command tendered to 
him uni\]nmously their ’'respect and allegiance. Lohui’asp re- 
peatedly said to him ; — 

“ What has been done was Fate's deefee, 

Man cannot strive with destiny. 

To be unfeeling once was mine, 

At length to be a sovereign thine.** 

Thus spoke the king, and kissed the crown, 

And gave it to his valiant son. 



THE SHAH NAmEH. 


257 


Soon afterwards he relinquished all authority in the empire, 
assumed the coarse habit of a recluse, and retired to a celebrated 
place of pilf^rimaoe in those days near IhilklK 4'here, in a 
solitary cell, he devoted the remainder of his life to jmiycr and 
the worship of God. The ])criod of Lolinrasp’s government 
lasted one hundred and twenty years. 


GUSHTASP, AND TiJK Faith ok ZEllDUSIIT. 

I’ve said piVGcdiiijT sovcivijrns worsliipiK'd Uoil, 

By whom thoir crowns wore j^ivcii lo protccjt 
The people from oppressom ; Him they served, 

Acknowledging JIis goodness — for to Him, 

Tiic pure, unchangoable, ihc Holy One i 

They owed their greatness aiul their eartlily power. 

But after times produciid idolatry, 

Aiid Pagan faith, and then His name was lost. 

Ill adoration of created things. 

Gushtasp had by his Avife Kitabiiii, the daughter of the king 
of Riim, two sons named Isfcudiyar and Bashutaii, who were 
remarkable for their piety and devotion to the Aliniglity. 
Being the great king, all the minor sovereigns paid him 
tribute, excepting Arjiisp, the ruler of Chin and Ma-chi'n, 
whose arnfy consisted of Diws, and Peris, and men ; for con-, 
sidcritig him of superior importance, ho sent him ye&rly the 
usual tributary present. In tliose days lived Zordusht, the 
Guber, who was highly accomplished in the knowledge of 
divine things ; and having Avaited upon Gushtasp, the king 
became greatly pleased with his learning and i)icty, and took 
him into his confidence. The philosopher explained to him the 
doctrines of the fire-worshippers, and by his art he reared a 
tree before the house of Gushtiisp, beautiful in its foliage .and 
branches, and whoever ate of the leaves of that tree Ijecaino 
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learned and acjcomplishcd in the mysteries of the future world, 
and those who ate of the fruit thereof became perfect in wisdom 
and holiness. 

In conscciucijce of the illness of Lohurasp, who was nearly at 
the point of deiibh, Zerdiislit went to Balkh for the purpose of 
administering^ relief to him, and he happily succeeded in restor- 
ing^ him to lieiilth. On his return he was received with addi- 
tional favour l)y (insldii,s[>, who immediately aftei*wards became 
his disciple. Zcrduslit then told liim tliat he was the prophet 
of God, and ])romised to show liiiii miracles, lie said he had 
been to heavtiu and to hell, lie could send any one, by prayer, 
to heaven ; and whomsoever he was an^ry with he could send 
to hell, lie had seen the seven mansions of the celestial 
re<?ions, and the thrones of sapphires, and all the secrets of 
licaven were inade known to him by his attendant angel. He 
said that the sacred book, called Zendavesta, descended from 
above expressly for him, and that if Gushtasp followed the 
precepts in that blessed volume, lie would attain celestial 
feluiity. Gushtasp readily became a convert to his principles, 
forsaking the pure adoration of God for the religion of the fire- 
worshippers. The philosopher further said that he liad pre- 
pared a ladder, by which he had ascended into heaven and had 
seen the Almighty. This made the disciple still more obedient 
to Zerdusht. One day he asked Gushtasp Avhy he condescended 
to pay tribute to Arjasp ; “ God is on thy side,” said he, ‘^and 
if thou desircst an extension of territory, the Avhole country of 
Chin may be easily coiupiered.” Gusli tilsp felt ashamed at this 
reproof, and to restore his character, sent a dispatcli to Arjasp, 
in wliich ho said, “ Former kings who paid thee tribute did so 
from terror only, but now the empire is mine ; and it is my 
will, and I have tlie power, to resist the payment di it m 
future.” This letter gave great oifence to Arjasp ; who at once 
suspected that the fire-worshipper, Zerdusht, had poisoned his 
mind, and seduced him from his pure and ancient religion, and 
was attempting to circumvent ainl lead him to his ruin, lie 
answered liiin thus : “ Jt is well known that thou hast now 
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forsaken the riglit path, and involved thyself in darkness. 
Thou hast chosen a guide possessed of the attributes of Tblis, 
who with the art of a magician has seduced thee from tlie 
worship of the truc«God, from that God who gave thee thy 
kingdom and thy grandeur. Thy fatliei* feared God, and 
became a holy Dirvesh, whilst thou liiist lost thy way in 
wickedness and impiety. Tt will therefore lx* a meritorious 
action hi mo to vindicate the true woi’sliip and oppose thy 
blasphemous career with all my demons. In a month or two 
1 will enter thy kingdom with fire and sword, and destroy thy 
authority and thee. J would give thee good advice ; do not be 
influenced by a wicked counsellor, hut return to thy former 
religious practices. Weigh well, thercrorc, what i say.” Arjjisp 
sent this letter by two of bis demons, familiar with sorcery ; 
and when it was delivered into the luinds of Guslttilsp, a couneil 
was held to consider its contents, to whmh Zerdiisbt was im- 
mediately summoned. Janu'isp, the minister’, said that the sub- 
ject required deep though b, and great prudence was necessary 
jii framing a reply ; but Zerdnsht observed, that the only reply 
was (jbvions — nothing but war could be tbouglit of. At this 
moment Isfeiuliyar gallantly offered to lead the army, but Zarfr, 
his uncle, objected to him on account of his extreme youth, "d 
proposed to take the command lunisclf, which Guslit.-isp agreed 
to, and the two demon-envoys wer-e dismissed. The answer was 
briefly as follows ; 

• 

“ Thy boast is Ibat iliou wilt in two short months ^ 

Ravage my Cf)untry, scathu with fin; and sword *, 

The empire of Tran ; but on thysfjf 

Heap not destruction ; pause before thy iiride , 

Hurries thee to thy ruin. I will open 

I’hc countless treasures of the realm ; my warriors, 

A thousand thousand, armed with shining Ht<!cl, 

Shall over-run thy kingdom ; I myself 

Will crush that head of thine beneath my feet.” 

The result of these menaces was the immediate prosecution 
pf the war,' and no time was lost bj Arjiisp in liastening intq 
Into. 
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Plunder mid devastation marked his course, 

The villaj;cs were all involved in flames, 

I’alac-c of jiride, low etjt, aiul lofty tower ; 

The trees dufr up, and root and branch destroyed, 
(luslitasp tlicii hastened to repel his foes ; 

Ihil to his lej^ioijs tlu*y seemed wild and stran'^o, 
^nd terriide in asjHicI, and no Ih^ht 
^ 'nnld slriiix«j:le IhrouLdi the gloom they had diffused, 
I’o hide their progi-ess. 


Zcrdiislit said to (hislitiisp, “Ask thy vizir, Jainasp, what is 
written in thy horoscope, that he may relate to thoc tlic dis- 
pensations of heaven.” Jamtis]), in reply to the iiicjiiiry, took 
the king; aside and wliispcrcd softly to him: — “A great 
number of tliy hvetlircn, tliy relations, and warriors will be slain 
in the conflict, but in the cud thou wilt be victorious.” Gush- 
tiisp deeply lamented the coining event, wliich involved the 
destruction of his kinsmen, but did not shrink from the battle, 
for he exulted in the anticipation of obtaining the victory. 
Tha contest was begun with indescribable eagerness and 
impetuosity. 

Approaohirig, ('ach a prayer addrest 

lU'iivim, and Ihniidcring fovw’ard prost ; 

Tliick sho will’s nf arrows glnomcd the sky, 

The Ijal tie-storm raged long and higli ; 

Above, black clouds their darkness spread, 
llolow, the eartli with lilood was red. 


Ardshfr, the son of Lohurdsp, and descended from Kai-kjliis, 
was one of the lii'st to engage ; he killed many, and was at last 
killed hhbsclf. After him, his brother Shydasp was killed. 
Then Bishu, the son of Jamfisp, urged on his steed, and with 
consummate bravery destroyed a great number of waiTiors. 
Zarir, equally bold and intrepid, also mshed amidst the host, 
and whether demons or men opposed him,- they werc all laid 
lifeless on the field. He then rode up towards Arjilsp, 
scattered the ranks, and penetrated the head-quarters, which 
put the king into great alarm: for he exclaimed: — “What, 
have ye no courage, no shame ! whoever kills Zarir shall have 
a magnificent reward.” Bai-derafsh, one of the demons. 
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animated by this offer, came forward, and with remorseless fury 
attacked Zarir. Tlie onset was irresistible, and the younj; 
prince was soon overthrowu and bathed in his own blood. The 
news of the nnfortuiiatc catastrophe deeply ailected Guslitasp, 
who cried, in great grief : “ Is there no one to take 'N-engeance fi>r 
this ? when Isfciidiyar presented himself, kissed the ground 
before his father, and anxiously asked permission to engage the 
demon. Guslitiisp assented, and told liini that if lie killed tho 
demon and defeated the enemy, he would surrender to him his 
crown and throne. 

“ Whon wo from this dostnictivo voliirn, 

IrtfoiKiiyilr, my son, shall wear tho crown, 

And bo the ghjrioiis leader of my armies.” 

• 

Raying this, he dismounted from his famous hlack horse, 
called Behead, the gift of Kai-kliosniii, and pr(js(?nted it to 
Isfciidiyar. The greatest clamour and lamentation had 
arisen among the I’crsian anny, for they thought that Bai- 
derafsh had committed such dreadful slaughter, the moment of 
utter defeat was at liand, when Jsfcndiyjir galloped forward, 
mounted on Bclizad, and turned the fortunes of tho day. Ho 
saw the demon with the mail of Zarir on liis breast, foiiming 
at the mouth with rage, and called aloud to him, “Riand, 
thou murderer !'* The stern voice, the valour, and majesty of 
Isfendiyar, made the demon tremble, but lie immediately dis- 
chargec^x blow with his dagger at his new opponent, xvho hoxvovor 
seijsed the xveapon with his left liand, and with his right 
plunged a spear into tlie monster's breast, and drovc*it through 
his body. Isfcndiyiir then cut off ’bis head, remounted his 
horse, and that instant was by the side of Jh'slni, the son of tho 
vizlr^ into wliosc charge lie gave tlie severed head of Bai- 
dcrafsh, and thc*irinoiir of Zarir. Bislni now attired himself in 
his fiither's mail, and fastening the liead on his horse, declared 
that he would take Ins post close by Isfendiyar, whatever might 
betide. Firshaid, another Iranian warrior, came to the spot at 
Llie same Qioment, and expressed the same resolution, so that all 
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three, thus accidentally met, determined to encounter Arjafp 
and capture him. Isfendiyslr led the way, and the other two 
followed. Arjasp, seeing that he was singled out by throe 
warriors, and that the enemy^s force was fdso advancing to the 
attack in great numbers, gave up the struggle, and was the first 
to retreat. His troops socn threw away their arms and begged 
for quarter, and 'many of them were taken prisoners by the 
Iriinians. Gushtilsp now approached the dead body of Zarir, 
his son, and lamenting deeply over his unhappy fate, placed 
him in a coflin, and built over him a lofty monument, around 
which lights were ever afterwards kept burning, night and day ; 
and he also taught the people the worship of fire, and was anxious 
to establish everywhere the religion of Zerdusht. 

Jannisp appointed oflicoi*s to Jiscertaiii the number of killed 
in the battle. Of Iranians there were thirty thousand, among 
whom were eight hundred chiefs ; and the enemy’s loss 
amounted to nine hundred thousand, and also eleven hundred 
and sixty-three chiefs. Giishtasp rejoiced at the glorious 
result, and ordered the drums to be sounded to celebrate the 
victory, and he increased his fovour upon Zerdusht, who 
originated the war, and told him to call his triumphant son, 
Isfendiytlr, near him. 

The frallant youth the summohs hears, 

And midst tlic royal court ai)i)ears, 

Close by his father’s side, 

The innco, co'v-luNidod, in his hand ; 

His air and glance express command, 

And military pride. 


OushtAsp beholds with heart elate, 

The conqueror so young, so great, 

And places round his brows the crown, 
The promised crown, the high reward, 
I’roud token of a mighty king’s regard, 
Conferred upon his own. 


After Giishtflsp had crowned his son as his successor, he told 
him that he must not Uow waste his time in peace and priTate 
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gratification, but proceed to the conquest of other countries. 
Zerdusht was also deeply interested in his further oj)crati()ns, 
and recommended him to subdue kingdoms for the purpose of 
diflusing everywhere the new religion, that the whole world 
might be enlightened and edified. Isfcudiyjlr instantly com- 
plied, and the first kingdom he invaded was lliim. The sove- 
reign of that country having no power nor means to resist the 
incursions of the enemy, readily adopted the faith of Zer- 
dusht, and accepted the sacred book named Zendavesta, as 
his spiritual instructor. Tsfeudiyiir afterwards invaded TTin- 
dustan and Arabia, and several other countries, and success- 
fully established the religion of the lire-womhippers in 
them all. 

WlKiic’cr he Went he was received 
With welcome, all the w'orld believed, 

And all with .Gjratcfiil fccliiij^s look 
The Holy /jcnda vesta-book. 

Proud their new worship to declare, 

TJie worahip o£ Jsfciidiyar. 


The young conqueror communicated by letters to his father 
the success with which he had disseminated the religion of 
Zerdusht, and requested to know what other enterprise, re- 
quired his aid. (lushtasp rejoiced exceedingly, and com- 
manded a grand banquet to ho prepared. It happened that 
Gurzam a warrior, was particularly befriended by the king, hut 
retainiim secretly in his heart a hitter enmity to Isfciuliyar, 
now tooK an o|)portunity to gratify his malice, and privately 
toitl Gushtasp that he had heard someth ing highly ^itrocioiis’iii 
the disposition of the prince. Gnsh^asp was anxious to know 
what it was ; and he said, “ Isfendiyjir lias subdued almost 
* cvci^ country in the w'orld : he is a dangerous person at the 
head of an immense army, and at this very moment meditates 
taking 5alkh, and making even thee his jn’isoner ! 

Thou know’st not that thy son Isfcndiydr 
Is hated by the army. It is said 
Ambition dres his brain, and to secure 
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The empire to himself, his wicked aim 
Is to rebel against his generous father. 

This is the sum of my intelligence ; 

Hut thoifrt the king, I speak but what I hear.” 

Those luulicious accusations by Gurzam insidiously made, 
produced great vexation in the mind of Gushtasp. Tlio 
banqncL went oii^ and for three days he drank wine incessantly, 
without sleep or nist because his sorrow was extreme. On tlie 
fourth day lie said to his minister: “Go with this letter to 
Isfeiidiyar, and accompany him hither to me.” Jamjtsj), the 
minister, went accordingly on the mission, alid when lie 
aiTived, the jwiucc said to him, “ I have dreamt that my father 
is angry with me.” — “ Then tliy dream is true,” replied 
Juinjisp, “tliy father is indeed angry with thee.” — “What 
crime, what fault have I committed ? 

Is it beenufie I have with ceaseless toil 
Spread wide the Zendavesta, and convert(',d 
Whole kingdoms to that faith ? Is it been use 
Kor him I conquered those far-distant kingdoms, 

With this good sword of mine? Why clouds his brow 
Upon his son — some demon must have changed 
His temper, once affectionate and kind, 

(falling me to him thus in anger 1 Thou 
Hast ever been my friend, my valued friend 
Say, must I go? Thy counsel I require.” 

“ I’hc sou docs wrong who disobeys his falher, 

Despising his command,” Jamilsp replied. 

“ Yet,” said Isfondiyar, “ why should I go ? 

He is in wrath, it cannot be for good.” 

“ Know’*st thou not that a father’s wratli is kindness ? 

The anger of a father to his child 

Is far move precious 1 ban the love ami fondness 

Felt by that child f<»r him. ’Tis good to go, 

Whatever the result, he is the king, 

And meu’e — he is thy father ! ” 


lafendiyjir immediately consented, and appointed Biiliman, 
bis eldest son, to fill bis place in the army during liis absence, 
lie had four sons : the name of the second was Mibrbiis ; of the 
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third, Avir ; and of the fourth, Nushahder ; and these Uircc 
he took along with hinf on his journey. 

Before he had aiTived at Balkli, Gushtiisp had eoneerted 
measures to secure him as a prisoner, with an appearanee of 
justice and impartiality. On his arrival, he w'aitcd on the 
king respectfully, and was thus received : “ Thou hast become 
the great king ! Thou hast conquered many countries, but 
why am T unworthy in thy sight ? Thy ambition is indeed 
excessive.” Istendiyar replied : “ TTowever great I may be, I 
am still thy servant, aiid Avh^lly at thy command.” Upon 
hearing this, Gushtasp turned towards his courtiers, ainl said, 
“What ought to be done with tliat son, wlio in the liletime of 
his father usurps his authority, and even alt(‘]npts to eclipse 
him in grandeur ? Wliat I T ask, should be floiic with such 
a sou ! ” 

•• Such a son should eiiher be 
Ih'okcii on the felon tree, 

Or in ])rison bound wiili chains, 

Whilst his wicked life roniuins, 

Else thyself, llii.s kinj'doin, all 
Will be ruined by his thrall ! ” 

To this heavy denunciation Isfeiidiyar replied : “ I Iia\ j 
received all my honours from the king, by whom I am appointed 
to succeed to the tlirone ; but at his pleasure I willingly resign 
them.” However, concession and j-cmonstraucc were equally 
Witless, and he was .straiglitway ordered to be confined in the 
tower-prison of the fort situated on the adjacent mountiiiii, and 
secureu with cliaiiis. *• 


Dreadful ilio sentence: all wlio saw him vve|>t ; 
^ Anil sternly they conveyed him to the lower, 
Where to four columns, deeply fixed in carlh, 
And reaching to the skies, of ii-oii formc<l, 

They bound him ; merciless they were to him 
Who had given splendour to a mighty throne. 
Mournful vicissitude I Thus pain and pleasure 
Successive charm and tear the heart of man ; 
And many a day in that drear solitude, 

Tie lingered, sliedding tears of blood, till times 
Of hifppicr omen dawned upon his fortunes. 
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Having thus made Isfendiyiir secure in the mountain-prison, 
and being entirely at ease about the internal safety of the 
empire, Gushttisp was anxious to pay a visit to Ziil and Ruatoin 
at Sistitn, and to convert tliem to the religion of Zerduslit. 
On his approacli to Sistiln he was met and respectfully welcomed 
by Rustcjn, who afterwards in open assembly received the 
Zeiidavesta and adopted the new faith, which he propagated 
throughout his own territory ; but, according to common report 
it was fear of Guslit^isp alone wlihdi induced him to i)iivsue this 
course. Gushtiisp remained two years his guest, enjoying all 
kinds of recreation, and particularly the sports of the field and 
the forests. 

. When Bahman, the son of Isfcndiy^ir, heard of tlie imprison- 
ment of his father, he, in grief and alarm, abandoned his trust, 
dismissed the army, and proceeded to Balkh, where he joined 
his two brothers, Jind wept over the fate of their unhappy 
father. 

In the mean time the news of the confinement of isfendiyar, 
luul the absence of Gushtiiap at Sistiin, and the unprotected 
state of Balkh, stimulated Arjjlsp to a further effort, and ho 
dispatched his sou Kahram with a largo army towards the 
capital of the enemy, to carry into effect his purpose of revenge. 
Lohunlsp was still in religious retirement at Balkh. The people 
were under great apprehension, and being without a leader, 
anxiously solicited the old king to command them, but he said 
that he liad abandoned all earthly concerns, and had devoted 
himself to God, and therefore could not comply witli their 
ciitreaties. But they would hear no denial, and, as it were, 
tore Lilli from liis place of refuge and prayer. There were 
'assembled only about one thousand hoi*semen, and vdtli these 
he advanced to battle ; but what were they compared to uhe 
hundred thousand whom they met, and by whom they were 
soon surrounded. Their bravery was useless. Tliey were at 
once overpowered and defeated, and Lohurcisp himself was 
unfortunafely among the slain. 

Upon the achievement of this victory, Kahram entered 
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Balkh in triumph, made the people prisoners, and destroyed 
all the places of worship belonging to the Gttbers. He also 
killed the keeper of the altar, and burnt the Zendavesta, which 
contained the formulary of their doctrines and belief. 

One of the women of Gushtasp’s liouscliold happened to 
elude the grasp of the invader, and hastened to Sistan to 
inform the king of the disaster that had occurred. “Thy 
father is killed, the city is taken, and tliy women and daughters 
in the power of the conqueror.” Gnshtasp received the news 
with*constcrnation, and prepared with the utmost expedition 
for his departure. Tic invited llustcm to accompany him, but 
the champion excused himself at the time, and afterwards 
declined altogether on the pica of sickness. Before Jie laid 
yet arrived at Balkh, Kahram hearing of ins approach, went 
out to meet him with his whole jirmy, and was joined on Unj 
same day by Arjasp and his demon-legions. 

Great was tbo uproar, loml the bra/cu clnnuH 

And trump(‘ts rung, the earth shook, and sc(;nicd ivnt 

Uy that IrcrncndouH conflict, javelins flow 

Tiikc hail on every side, and th(3 warm l)lood 

»St reamed from the wounded and tlic dying men. 

The claim of kindred did not check the aim 
Jjifted in battle— mercy there was none. 

For all resigned themselves to chancc! or fate, 

Or what the ruling llcavens might docroc. 

At last the battle terminated in the defeat of Gushtasp, who 
was pursudU till he was obliged to ttd<e refuge in a moiintaiu- 
fort. •He again consulted Januisp to know wliat the sltujj fore- * 
told, and Jamasp replied that he would \;ecover from the defeat 
through the exertions of Tsfcndiy»lr alone. Pleased wfth this 
interpretation, he on that very day sent Jaim'isp to the prison 
with a letter to Isfe^idiyslr, in which he hoped to be pardoned 
for the cruelty he had been guilty of towards liim, in conse- 
quence, he said, of being deceived by the arts and treachery of 
those who were only anxious to effect his ruin. He declared 
too that he w’ould put those enemies to death in Ihs presence, 
an^ replace the royal crown upon his head. At the same time 
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he confined in chains Gurzam, the wretch who first practised 
upon his feelings. Jam«lsp rode immediately to the prison, and 
delivering the letter, urged the prince to comply with his 
father’s entreaties, but [sfoiidiyar was .’ncrcdifious and not so 
easily to be moved. 

• “ Tins he not at heart disdained me? 

Has lie not in prison chained me ? 

Am 1 not his son, that he 

Treats me ignominiously ? 

Why should Gurzam’s scorn and Iiate 
House a loving fatlier’s wrath ? 

Why should he, the foul ingrato, 

Oast destruction in my path i ” 

Jaiuilsp, however, pemevered in liis anxious solicitations, 
describing to him how many of his brctlireii and kindred had 
fallen, and also the ])crilous situation of his own father if he 
refused his assistance. Tly a thousand various efforts he at 
length effected his purpose, and the blacksmith was called to 
take off his chains ; hut in removing them, the anguish of the 
wounds they had inliieted was so gi’cat that Isfcndiyar fainted 
away. Upon his recovery he was escorted to the presence 
of liis father, who received him with open arms, and the 
strongest expressions of delight. Ue begged to be forgiven 
for In's iiiiiiatnral conduct to liiin, again resigned to him the 
tlirone of the cm])irc, and appointed him to the command of 
the imperial armies. lie then directed Gnrzam, upon whose 
malicious counsel he had acted, to be brought before hiln, and 
the wicked minister was punished with death on the spot, and 
in thc'prescncc of the injured prince. 

W retch 1 more relentless even than wolf or pard, 

Thju hast at length received thy just reward 1 

When Arjasp heard that Isfcndiyar had been reconciled to 
his father, and was approacliing at the head of an immense 
army, he was affected with the deepest concemj,and forthwith 
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sent his son Kahram to endeavour to resist the progress of the 
cnemj. At the same time Knrngsar, a gladiator of the demon 
race, requested that he might be allowed to oppose Isfendiyilr ; 
and permission being jojranted, he was the very first on the 
field, where instantly wielding his bow, he shot an arrow at 
Isfendiyar, which pierced through the mail, but fortunately for 
him did no serious harm. The primvj drew his «word with the 
intention of attcackiiig him, but seeing him furious with rage, 
and being doubtful of the issue, thought it more prudent and 
safe to try his success witli the noose. Accordingly he took 
the kamiiiid ftom his saddle-sirap, imd dcixtcroiisly flung it 
round the neck of his arrogant foe, who was pulled headlong 
from his horse ; and, us soon ns his arms were bound behind 
his back, dragged a pi'iscuier in front of the Persian rank«. 
Isfendiyar then returned to the battle, at lacked a body of the 
enemy’s auxiliaries, killed a hundred and sixty of their warriors, 
and made the division of which Kahram was the leader fly in 
all directions. ITis next feat was to attack another force, which 
had confederated against him. 

With sliickcnoil rein he galloped o’er the field ; 

Blood gushed from evei-y stroke of his sharp swoni, 

And reddened all tlie plain ; a hundred warj iors 
Eighty and five, in treasure rich and mail, 

Sunk underneath him, such his mighty power. • 

His remaining object w'as to assail the centre, Avlicre Arjdsp 
himself was stationed ; and thither he rapidly hastened. 
Arjilsp, angry and alarmed at this success, cried out, “•lyiiat ! 
is one man allow^cd to scathe all my nyiks, cannot my whole 
army put an end to his dreadful career?” The ^bldiera 
replied, V No ! he has a body of brass, and the vigour of an 
elephant: our swords make no impression upon him, whilst 
with his sword he can cut the body of a warrior, cased in 
mail, in two, with the greatest case. Against such a foe, what 
can we do ? ” IsfendiyAr rushed on ; and after an over- 
whelming attack, Arj^p was compelled to quit bis ground and 
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cjffecfc his escape. The Irdnian troops were then ordered to 
puiTSue the fugitives, and in revenge for the death of Lohurdsp, 
not to leave a man alive. The carnage was in consequence 
terrible, and the remaining Tdrinian§ were in such despair 
that they flung themselves from their exhausted horses, and 
placing straw in tlieir mouths to show the extremity of their 
misfortune, called aloud for quarter. Isfendiyilr was moved 
at last to compassion, and put an end to the fight ; and when 
he came before (1 iishtasp, the mail on his body, from the number 
of arrows sticking in it, looked like a field of reeds ; about a 
thousand arrows were taken out of its folds, (liishttisp kissed 
his head and face, and blessed him, and prepared a grand 
banquet, and the city of lialkh resounded with rejoicings on 
account of the gi*eat victory. 

Many days had not elapsed before a further enterprise was 
to be undertaken. The sisters of Isfendiyar were still in con- 
finement, and rcquii’cd to be released. The prince readily 
complied Avith the wishes of Gushtasp, Avlio now repeated to 
him his desire to relinquish the cares of sovereignty, and place 
the reins of goveriimcnt in his hands, that he might devote 
hijnself entirely to the service of God. 

To thee I yield the crown and throne, 

• Fit to be bold by thoc alunc ; 

From worldly care ami trouble free, 

A hermit’s cell is enough for me.” 

. But Isfendiyar replied, that he had no desire to be possessed 
of the power ; he rather wished for the prosperity of the king, 
and nq change. 


O, may thy life be long and blesse(3 
And ever by the good caressed 
For ’tis my duty still to be 
Devoted faithfully to thee I 
I want no throne, nor diadem ; 

My soul has no delight in them, 

T only seek to give thee joy, 

Ami gloriously my sword employ. 
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I thirst for vcn^oance ou Arjiisp ; 

To crush him in mj iron grasp, 

That from his thrall I maj restore 
My sisters to their home again, 

Who now their heavy fate deplore, 

And toi^iig drag a slavish chain.” 
“Tlien go I " the smiling monarch said. 
Invoking blessings on his liead, 

“And may kind Heaven thy refuge be, 
And lead thee on to victory,” • 


Isfeiicliyar now told liis father that his prisoner Kuriigsar 
w«ns continually recjuestiiig liiin to represent his condition in the 
royal ear, sayidg, “ Of what use will it be to put me to death ? 
No benefit can arise from such a punishment. " Spare my life, 
and you will see how largely I am able to contribute to your 
assistance.” Gusbtasp expressed his willingness to be mercifiri, 
but demanded a guarantee ou oath from the petitioner that he 
would heart and soul be true and faith fid to his benefactor. 
The oath was sworn, after which his bonds were taken from his 
bands and feet, and he was set at liberty. The king then 
called him, and pressed him with goblets of wine, which made 
htin merry. “ 1 have pardoned thee,” said (lushtiisp, “at the 
special entreaty of Tsfeiidiyar — be grateful to him, and bo 
attentive to his commands.” After that, isfendiyar took ai..^ 
conveyed him to his own house, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of experiencing and proving the promised fidelity of his 
new ally. 


Xhe HEFT-KHAN op ISFEJNDiYAR. 

Rustem ha{r seven great labours, wondrous power 
Nerved bis strong arm in danger’s needful hour ; 

And now Firdausi’s legcnd-.straiiis declare 
The seven great laboui's of Isfeudiyai*. 

Tlie prince, who Imd de^enqined to undertake the expe: 
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ditioi), and appeared coiifldenfc of success, now addressed him- 
self to Kurn^sar, and said, “If I conquer the kingdom of 
Arjilsp, and restore my sisters to liberty, thou shalt have for 
thyself any principality thou mayst choose within the boun- 
daries of Iran and Tunin, and thy name sliall be exalted ; but 
beware of treachery or fraud, for falsehood shall certainly be 
punished with^ death.” To this Kurugsar replied, “I have 
already sworn a solemn oath to the king, and at thy interces- 
sion he has spared my life — why then should I depart from the 
truth, and betray my benefactor ? ” 

“Then tell me the road to the brazen fortress, and how far 
it is distant from this place ? ” said Isfendiydr. 

“ There are three dillerent routes,” replied Kumgsar. “ One 
will occupy three months ; it leads through a beautiful country, 
adorned with cities, and gardens, and pastures, and is pleasant 
to the traveller. The second is less attractive, the prospects 
less agreeable, and will only employ two months ; the third, 
however, may be accomplished in seven days, and is thence 
called the Heft-khan, or seven stages ; but at every stage some 
monster, or terrible diificulty, must be overcome. No monarch, 
even supported by a large army, has ever yet ventured to pro- 
ceed by this route ; and if it is ever attempted, the whole party 
will be assuredly lost. 

Ndi- strength, nor juggling, nor the sorcerer’s art 
Uaii help him safely tiirough that awful path, * 

Beset with wolves and dragons, wild and fierce, 

Krom whom the fleetest h.ave no power to fly. ' 

There an enchantress, iloiibly armed with spells. 

The most accomplished of that magic brood, 

Spiviids wide her snares to charm and to destroy, 

And ills of every shape, and horrid aspect. 

Cross the tired traveller at every step.” 

At this description of the terrors of the Heft-khan, Isfendiydr 
became thoughtful for a while, and then, resigning himself to 
the •providence of God, resolved to take the shortest route. 
“ No man pan die before his time,” said he ; “ heaven is my 
protector, and I will fearlessly encounter every difficulty on the 
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road.” It is full of perils,” replied Kiirugsar, and endeavoured 
to dissuade him from the enterprise. “ JJut Avith the blessing 
of God,” rejoined fsfendiyar, it Avill be easy.” Tlie prince 
then ordered a sumptuous banquet to bq serv(Hl, at Avliic‘Ji be 
gave Kurugsar abundant draughts of wine, and even in a state 
of intoxication the demon-guide still Avarned him against his 
proposed journey. “ Go by the route Avhich tates two months,” 
said he, “ for that Avill be convenient and safe but Jsrendiyar 
replied : — I neither tear the ditticiilbies of the route, nor the 
perils tliou hast described.” 

And though destruction spoke in every wrml, 

Enougli to tciTify the stonto'^t heart-, 

Still he adhered to what lirst resolved. 

Thou wilt attend me,” sai<l the daiinth'ss prince ; 

And thus KurugMir, without a pause, replii‘d : 

“ UiKloubtcdly, if by the two months’ way, 

And do thoo ample service ; but if tliis 
Jleft-khaii be thy election; i£ thy choice 
He fixed on that which lea*ls to cerluin deatli. 

My presence must be useless. Can 1 go 
Where bird has never dared to wing its flight ? ” 


Isfendiyar, upon hearing these Avords, b(*gan to suspect the 
fidelity of Kurugsar, and thought it safe to hind him in chiiiin.. 
The next day as he was going to take leave of his fatlau’, 
Kurugsar called out to liim, and said : “After my promises of 
allegiance, and ray solemn oath, Avhy am I thus kept in chains ? ” 
“ Xot out of anger assuredly ; but out of compassion and kiiid- 
ncs.s, in orScr that I may take tbee along with me on tjie cntei-- 
prise of the Hofl-khan ; for wort thou not bound, tfiy faint 
heart might induce thee to run aAA’ay. • 

Safe thou art when bound in chains, 

Fettered foot can never fly. 

Whilst thy body here remains, 

Wc may on thy faith rely. 

Terror will in vain assail thci; ; 

For these bonds shall never f:iiJ tliec. 

Guanled by a potent charm, 

Tliey Avill keep thee free from harm.” 
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Isfendiyar having received the parting benediction of Gush- 
tiisp, was supplied with a force consisting of twelve thousand 
chosen horsemen, and abundance of treasure, to enable him to 
proceed on his enterprise, and conquer the kingdom of Arjiisp. 

First Staob. — Isfendiyar placed Kurugsar in bonds among 
his retinue, and took with him his brother Bashiitan. But the 
demon-guide complained that ho was unable to walk, and in 
consequence he was mounted on a horse, still bound, and the 
bridle given into the liands of one of the w-arriors. In this 
manner they proceeded, directed from time to time by Kurugsar, 
till they arrived sit tlic iittei'inost limits of the kingdom, and 
entered a deseit wilderness. Isfendiyiir now' asked Avhat they 
w'ould meet wnth, and the guide answ'ered, “ Two monstrous 
wolves are in this quarter, as large as elephants, and whose 
teeth are of immense length.*’ The prince told his people, that 
as soon as they saw the wolves, they must at once attack them 
with aiTOW's, Th(3 day passed aw^ay, and in the evening they 
came to a forest and a munuuring stream, when suddenly the 
two enormous w'olvcs appeared, and rushed towards the legions 
of Isfendiyar. The people seeing them advance, poured upon 
them a shower of anws. Several men, however, were wounded, 
but they W'ere themselves much exhausted by the arrow^s which 
had penetrated their bodies. At tliis moment Bashiitan attacked 
one of them, and Isfendiyar the other ; and so vigorous w^as 
their charge, that both the monsters Avere soon laid lifeless in 
the dust. After this signal overthrow, Isfendiyar turned to 
Kurugsar, and exclaimed: “Thus, through the favour of 
ITeaven,* the first obstacle has been easily extinguished ! ” Tlie 
guide iTgarded him Avi amazement, and said : “lam indeed 
astonished at the intrepidity and valour that has been dis- 
played.” 

Si'ciiiw the Uravery of Isfondiyiil', 

Aiiijizomoiit tillcil the soul of Kurugsar^ 

The Avarriors and the party noAV dismounted, and regaled 
themselves with feasting 4 nd wine. They then reposed till the 
following morning. 
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Second Stage. — Prooccdiug ou the second jonvuey, Jsfeu- 
diyilr inquired whiit might now be expected to oppose their 
progress, and Kiirugsiir replied : “ This stage is iulested by 
lions.” “ Then,” rej^)ined Isfendiyilr, “ thou shalt see with 
what facility I can destroy them.” At about tlie i^lose of the 
day tlicy met witli a lion and a lioness. Bashutau said : 
“ Take one and I will engage the other.” • But Tsfendiyjlr 
observed, that the animals seemed very wild and ferocious, and 
he preferred attacking them both himself, that his brother 
might not be exposed to any harm, lie fii*st sallied forth 
against the licfii, and with one mighty stroke put an end to his 
life. He then approached tlie lioness, Avhich pounced upon him 
with great fury, hut Avas soon comixilled to desist, and the 
prinee rapidly wielding his sword, in a moment cut off \\hv 
head. Having thus successfully accomplished the second day's 
task, he alighted from Ids horse, and rcfj’eslmuaits being spread 
out, the AvaiTiors and the troops enjoyed Ihemselvcs with great 
satisfaction, exhilarated by pleiileous draughts of ruby wine. 
Again Tsfendiyar addressed Kurugsav, and said ; “ Thou seest 
\fith what facility all opposition is removed, Avhen I am assisted 
by tl\p favour of Heaven!” “But there are other and more 
terrible difliculties to surmount, and ama/iing as thy acbif3. ■ 
meuts cci-tainly have l)een, thou wilt have still gi-eater exertions 
to make before thy enterprise is complete.” “ AVliat is the next 
evil I have to subdue ? ” “ An enormous dragon, 

With power to fascinate, and from the tlcei) 

To lure tho finny tribe, his djiil}’^ food. 

Fire sparkles round him ; his stupendous bulk 
J.ooks like a mountain. When incensed, his roar 
]Vrakes the surrounding countiy shake with fear. 

White poison-foam drops from his hideous jaws, 

Which yawning wide, display a dismal gulf, 

The grave Qf many a hapless being, lost 
Wandering amidst that trackless wilderness.” 

Kunigsar described or magnified the ferocity of the animal 
in such a Avay, that Isfendiyiir thought it necessary to he 
cautious, an(\with that view he ordered a curious ai)])aratuH to 
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be constructed on wheels, something like a carriage, to which 
he fastened a large quantity of pointed instruments, and har- 
nesRod horses to it to di’ag it on tlic road. He then tried its 
nioLion, and found it admirably calciil^itcd for his purpose. 
The ])eople were astonished at the iugennity of the invention, 
and laud(Ml him to tlie skies. 

Titrun Stagm. — Away went the prince, and having travelled 
a considerable distance, Kurugsar suddenly exclaimed : I now 
begin to smell the steiudi of the dragon.” Hearing this, Isfen- 
diyar dismounted, ascended the machine, and shutting the door 
fast, took his seat and drove off. Bashiitan and all the warriors 
upon witnessing this extraordinary act, began to weep and 
lament, thinking that he was hurrying himself to certain de- 
struction, and begg(;d that for his own sake, as well as theii*s, 
he would come out of the machine. But he replied : “ Peace, 
peace ! what know ye of the matter ; ” and fxs the warlike 
apparatus was so excellently contrived, that he could direct the 
movements of the horses himself, he drove on with increased 
velocity, till he arrived in the vicinity of the monster, 

Tlic dragon from a distance heal’d 
The rumbling of the wain, 

Anil snnlliiig every breezi* that stirred 
Across the ncighboui’ing }>hiin, 

Smelt something liumaii in Jiis power, 

A welcome scent to him ; 

For he was eager to devour 
Hot recking blood, or limb. 

And darkness now is spread around, 

Ko pathAvay can be traced ; 

The licry hoi’scs plunge and bound 
Amid the dismal waste. 

And now the dragon stretches far 
llis cavern throat, and soon 

Licks in the horses aiul the ear, 

And tries to gulp them dow’n. 

But sword and javelin, sharp and keen, 

Wound deep cfich sinewy jaw ; 

Midway, remains the huge maclilne, 

And chokes the monster’s maw. 
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In agony ho breathes, a dire 
Convnl&ion fires his blood, 

And struggling, reatly to expire, 
Kjcctfi a poison-flood 1 

• 

And then disgorges wain and steeds, 
And swonls and javelins bright ; 
I’hon, as tlie di-cadful dragon bleeds, 
Up starts the warrior-knight. 

And fi*oni liis jdace of ambush li‘ai)S, 
And, brandishing his bladi‘, 

The weapon in the brain lie stt*(‘ps, 

♦ And splits the monster's head. 

Rut the foul venom issuing thence, 

Is so o’lM powering found, 
Isfeiidiyar, de]nivcd of siuiso, 

Falls staggering to the gmuml I 


Upon seeing this result, and liis brother in so doploriihle a 
situation, Baslnitau and tlie troops also were iu gretit alarm, 
apinvhcndin^ the most fatal conse(|uenc(iS. They sprinkled 
ipsc-water over his face, and administered other remedies, so 
that after some time ho recovered ; tlicu lie bathed, purifyinp^ 
liimself fnmi the filtli of the monster, and poured out pray^i’s 
of thankfulness to the merciful Creator for the protection and 
victoiy he had given liim. Bub it was matter of great grief to 
KiiJ’iigsar that Isfeiidiyar had succeeded in his exploit, because 
under present circumstances, he would have to follow him in 
the remaiifing arduous enterprises ; whoi-eas, if the prince had 
been slfiin, liis obligations would have ceased for ever. 

“AVhat may be expected to-morrow?'* inquired Isfendiyilr. 
“ To-morrow,” replied the demon-guide, “ thou wilt mSet with 
an oncluftiitrcss, who can convert the stormy sea into dry land, 
and the dry land again into the ocean. She is attended by a 
gigantic ghoul, or apparition.” "Then thou shalfc sec how 
easily this 'enchantress and her mysterious attendant can be 
vanquished.” 

Fourth Stage. — On the fourth day Isfcndiyiir and his com- 
panions proceeded on the destined journey, nnd coming to a 
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pleasant meadow, watered by a tninsparcnt rivulet, the party 
alighted, and they all refroshod themselves heartily with various 
kinds of food and wine. In a short sp-ace of time the enchant- 
ress a])peiire(l, most beaiitifnl in feature and elegant in attire, 
and approaching our hero with a sad but fascinating expresslcv 
of countenance, said to liim (the ghoul, her pretended irarain our, 
)>eing at a little distance) : 

“ r Jim Ji pool’ inilijippy Ihinp, 

'I’lui (Ijiiif'liU r of a (lisiaiit, 

This monster with deceit and fraud, 

]iy Ji Umd jiarcnt’s power iinawed, 
iS(’tlin;(‘d me from my royal home, 

Throuj^li wood and desert wild to roam ; 

Ami surely Heaven lias bvoiij?ht Hus* now 
To elu'or my lieiirl, ami smooth my hrow, 

And free me from his loathed embracje, 

And bejir mc' to a titter plaee, 

■Where, in thy ciriiliiiff arms more softly prest, 

I may at last be truly loved, and blest,” 


Isfcndiyjlr immediately called her to him, and requested ’ 
tU sit down. The enchantress readily conqilied, anticipati: 
successful issue to her artful stratagems ; but the intendt/' 
victim of her soivery was too cunning to be imposed upoii 
He soon peiceived what she was, and forthwith cast 1\\ 
kumund over her, ami in spite of all her entreaties, bound h i 
too ftist to escape. In this extremity, she successively assum 
the shape of a cat, a wolf, and a decrepit old man : and % 
perfect were her transformations, that any other person would 
liavc been deceived, but Islendiyiir detected her in every variety 
of appearance ; and, vexed by lier continual attempts to cheat 
him, at last took out his sword and cut her in pieces. As soon 
as this was done, a thick dark cloud tif dust and vapour arose, 
and when it subsided, a black apparition of a demon burst upon 
his sight, \vith flames issuing from its mouth. Determined to 
desttx)y this fivsh antagonist, he hishcd forward, sword in hand, 
and though, the flames, in the attack, burnt his cloth-armour 
and dress, he succeeded ill cutting off the thraatening monster’s 
head. Now,” said he to Kurugsar, thou hast seen that with 
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the favour of Heaven, both enchantress and ghoul arc cxtonni- 
nated, as well as the wolves, the Hons, and the dragon/' “ Very 
replied Kunigsar, “thou host achieved this prodigious 
labour, but to-morrow will be a heavy day, and thou canst 
hardly escape with life. To-morrow thou wilt bo oi)i)osed by 
the Simurgh, whose nest is situated upon a lofty mountain. 
Sh has two young ones, each tlie size of an ’'elephant, wlii(‘h 
she conveys in her beak and claws from place to i)lace.” “ Be 
under no alarm,” said Isfendiydr, “Clod will make the labour 
easy.” ^ 

Fifth Stage. — On the fifth day, Tsfendiyai* rcsumed his 
journey, tmvclling with his little army ovei* descit, plain, 
mountain, and wilderness, until he reached the neighbourhood 
of the Siniiirgh. He then fuloiited the same stratagem which 
he had employed before, and the machino sui^plied with swords 
and spears, and drawn by homes, was soon in r(‘adiness for the 
new adventure. The Simurgh, seeing with surprise an immense 
vehicle, drawn by two horses, approach at a fui ious rate, and 
followed by a large company of horsemen, descended from the 
mountain, and (mdeavoured to take up the whole apparatus in 
her claws to carry it away to her own nest ; but her claws were 
lacerated by the sharp weapons, aiid she was then obliged lO 
try her beak. Both beak and claws were injured in the effort, 
and the animal became extremely weakened by the loss of 
blood. Isfendiyiir seizing the happy moment, sprang out of 
the caiTiagc, and with his trenchant sword divided the Sfinurgh 
ill twtf parts ; and the young ones, after witnessing the death* 
of their parent, precipitately fled from the fatal scene. *When 
Bashutan, with the army, came to the ‘spot, they were umazcd 
at the Pjjodigious size of the Simurgh, and the valour by which 
it had been subdued. Kurugsar turned pale with astonishment 
and sorrow. “ What Will be our next adventure ? ” said Isfcn- 
diydr to him. “ To-morrow morc pressing ills will suiTound 
thee. Heavy snow will fall, and there will be a violent tempest 
of wind, and it will be wonderful if even one man of thy legions 
reun^ins aliv6» That will not be like fighting against lions^ a 
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dragon, or the Slmurgh, but against the elements, against the 
Almighty, which never can be successful. Thou hadst better 
therefore, retuni unhurt.” The people on hearing this warning 
were alarmed, and proposed to go back ; “ for if the advice of 
Kurugsar is not taken, we shall all perisli like the companions 
of Kai-khosrAu, and he buried under drifts of snow. 

“ Lot ns return then, whilst we may ; 

Why should wo throw our lives away ? ” 

But Isfendiydr replied that he had already overcome five of 
the perils of the road, and had no fear about Ihc remaining 
two. TIic people, however, were still diseontented, and still 
murmured aloud ; upon which the prince said, “ Return then, 
ahd I will go alone. 

I iHJVcr can require the aid 
Of men so easily dismayed.” 


Finding their leader iiumovcable, the people now changed 
their tone, and expressed tlieir devotion to his cause ; declaring 
that whilst life remained, they would never forsake him, lio 
never. 

Sixth Staou. — On the following morning, the sixth, 
isfendiyar continued his labours, and hurried on with gi*eat 
Sliced. Towards evening he arrived on the skirts of a moun- 
tain, where there was a running stream, and upon that spot, 
he pitched his tents. 


, <'*rcsently from tlic mountain there rushed down 
A furinuH storm of wind, tlion heavy showers 
^Of snow fell, coverinj? .all the c.arth with whiteness, 

A lid making desolate the prospect round. 

Keen blew the blast, and pinching was the cold ; 

And to escape the elemental wrath, 
liCadtr and soldier, in the cavenied rock ' 

Scooped out by mouldering time, took shelter, there 
Continuing three long days. Three lingering days 
Still fell the snow, and still the tempest raged, 

And man and lieast grew faint, for want of food. 

Isfcudiydr and his warriors, with heads exposed, now pros- 
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tratcd tlicmselves in solemn prayer to the Almighty, and 
implored his favour and protection from the calamity nhich 
had befallen them. Happily their prayers were heard, Heaveu 
was compassionate, rtnd in a short space the snow and the 
miglity wind entirely ceased. By this fortunate inlerlerence 
of Providence, the army was enabled to cpiit ^he caves of the 
mountain ; and then Isfendiyar again addressed Knrngsar 
triumphantly : “ Thus the sixth labour is accomplished. 
What have we now to fear ? ” The demon-guide answered 
him and said^: “ Prom hence "^o the Brazen Fortress it is forty 
hn'sangs. That fortress is the residence of Arjasp ; but the 
I’oad is full of peril. For three farsangs the sand on tlie 
ground is as liot as fire, and there is no water to bo foujid 
during the whole journey.” Tliis information made a serious 
impression upon tlie mind of Tsfendiyilr ; who said to him 
sternly ; “ If I find thee guilty of falsehood, T will assuredly put 
thee to death.” Kui’ugsar replied ; “ What ! after six trials ? 
Thou liast no reason to question my veracity. I shall never 
♦lepart from the truth, and my advice is, that thou liadst better 
return ; for the seventh stage is not to be ventured upon by 
human strength. 

Along those j)laiii8 of burning sand 
No bird can move, nor aiil, nor iljr ; 

No water slakes the fiery land, 

Intensely glows the fiaini ng sky. 

No tiger fierce, nor lion ever 

Could breath that pestilential air ; 

Even the uiisp.aring vulture never 
Ventures on blood-stained puiions there, 

^t the^distance of three farsangs beyond this inaccessible belt 
of scorching counlny lies the Brazen Fortress, to which there 
is no visiWer path ; and if an army of a hundred thousand 
strong were to attempt its reduction, there would not be the 
least chance of success.” 

Seventh Stage. — When Isfendiyar heard these things, 
chough to 'alarm the bravest heart, he turned towards his 
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people to ascertain their determination ; when they unani- 
mously repeated their readiness to sacrifice their lives in his 
service, and to follow wherever he might be disposed to lead 
the way. He tlieii put Kurugsar in chains again, and prose- 
cuted his jonniey, until ho reached the place said to be covered 
with burning sa.ud. Arrived on the spot, he observed to the 
denioii-giiide : “ Thou hast described the sand as hot, but it is 
not BO.*’ “ True ; and it is on account of the heavy showers 
of snow that ha\'e fallen and cooled the ground, a proof that 
tliou art under the protection of the Almighty.’/ Isfendiyiir 
smiled, and said : “ Thou art all insincerity and deception, thus 
to play upon my feelings with false or imaginary terrors.” 
Saying this he urged liis soldiers to pass rapidly on, so as to 
leave the sand behind them, and they presently came to a great 
I'iver. Isfendiyiir was now angry witli Kurngsar, and said : 
“ Thou hast declared that for the space of forty fai*saugs there 
was no water, every drop being everywhere dried up by the 
burning heat of the sun, and here we find water ! Wiy didst 
thou also idly fill the minds of my soldiers with groundless, 
fears ? ” Kurngsar rojilied : “ I will (jonfess the truth. Did I 
not swear a solemn oath to be faithful, and yet 1 was still 
doubted, and still confined in irons, though the experience of 
six days of trial had proved the coiTcctiicss of my information 
and advice. For tliis reason I was disappointed and dis- 
pleased ; and I must confess that I did, therefore, exaggerate 
the dangers of the hist day, in the hopes too of inducing thee to 
return and release me from my bonds. 

For wliat Ipave f received from thee> 

' 15ut scorn, and chains, and slavery.** 

Isfendiyiir now struck off the irons from the hands and feet 
of his demon-guide and treated him with favour and kindness, 
repeating to him his promise to reward him at the dose of his 
victorious career with the government of a kingdom. Kurugsar 
was grateful for tliis change of conduct to him, and again 
acknowledging the deception he had been guiltjr of, hoped for 
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pardon, engaging at the same time to take the party in safety 
across the great river whicli had impeded their progi*ess. This was 
afx*ordingIy done, and the Brazen Forti*ess was now at no great 
distance. At the cl(|pe of the day tliey were only one fai’sang 
from the towers, hut Isfeiidiyar preferred resting till the next 
morning. “ Wliat is thy ooimscl now ? ” said lie to his guide. 

What sort of a fortress is this wdiicli fame describes in such 
dreadful colours ? ’* It is stronger than iinaginatioii can con- 
ceive, and impregnable.” — “Then how sliall I get to Arjitsp ? 

How sftall T clcfive tlic opj).i‘ssov's form asunder, 

'J’lic murderer of my ‘Jfrandsire, Lo]nir!is[> '? 

The bravest heroes uf Ti'nan shall fall 

Under my coiitiucrinj^ sword ; their wives ami children 

TiCd captive to Iriln : and desolation 

{Scathe the whole lealm henealh I he tyrant’s sway.” 

Blit tliese words only roused and exasperated the feelings of 
Kiirugsar, who bitterly replied : 

Tlicn may calamity be thy reward, 

Thy stai’s malignant, and thy life all sorrow ; 

And may’s! thou p(irish, weltering in thy blood. 

And the bare desert be thy lonely grave 
For that inhumau thought, that cruel menace.” 

Isfcndiydr, upon hearing this unexpected language, became 
furious with indignation, and ifistantaiicously punislied the 
offender on the spot ; with one stroke of lus sword he cleft 
Kuragsavsn twain. i 

■\Vhen the clouds of night had tlarkencd the sky, Ts^ndiydr,' 
with a number of his wai-riom, proceeded towards the ^Brazen 
fortress, and seei-etly explored it on every side. He found it 
eonstruided entirely of iron and biuss ; and, notwithstanding a 
Strict examination {it every point, discovered no accessible part 
for attack. It was three farsangs high, and forty wide ; and 
such a plaCc as was never before beheld by man. 
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CAPITTRE OP THE BRAZEN FORTRESS, 
AND DEATH OF ARJASP. 

Isfcncliytlr rcfcnriK'fl from ]*econiioitring the fortress with 
acute feelings <(f sorrow and despair. He was at last convinced 
tliat Kurugsar had spoken the trutli ; for there seemed to he no 
chance wluitever of taking the place by any stratagem he could 
invent. Revolving the enterprise seriously in his mind, he now 
began to repent of his folly, and the overweening confidence 
which liad led him to undertake the journey. Returning thus 
to his tent in a melancholy mood, he saw a Fakir sitting down 
on the road, and him lu; anxiously accosted. What may be 
the number of the gjirrison in this fort?’* “There arc a 
hundred thousand veteran warriors in the service of Arjasp in 
the fort, with abundance of supplies of every kind, and streams 
of pure water, so that nothing is wanted to foil an enemy.” 
This was very unwekjome intelligence to rsfeiuliyilr, who now 
assembled his ofii(!Ci’s to consider what was best to be done. 
They all agreed that the reduction of the fortress was utterly 
impracticable, and that the safest course for him would bo to 
return. But he could not bring himself to acquiesce in this 
measure, saying ; “Clod is almighty, and beneficent, and with 
liiin is the victory.” He then reflected deeply and long, and 
finally determined upon entering the fort disguised as a 
merchant. Having fii-st settled the mode of proceeding, he 
put Basl^iitan in temporary charge of the army, saying : 

“ Tills Brazen i^’ortress scorns all feats of arms, 

Nor swoixl nor spear, nor battle-axe, can here 
Be wielded to advantage ; stratagem 
Must be employed, or we shall never gain 
Tosscssion of its wide-extended walls, 

Tlacing my confidence in God alone 
I go with rich and curious wares for sale, 

To take the credulous people by surprise, 

Under the semblance of a peaceful merchant.” 

• 

Isfendiyar then directed a hundred dromedaries tc be collected, 
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and when they were brought to him he disposed of them in the 
following manner. He loaded ten with embroidered cloths, 
five with rubies and sapfhiivs, and five more with pearls and 
other precious jewels. ^ Upon each of the remaining eighty ho 
placed two chests, and in each chest a warrior was secreted, 
making in all one hundred and sixty ; and one Inmdrcd more 
v,x*re disposed as camel-drivers and servants. Thus the whole 
force, consisting of a hundred dromedaries and two hundred 
and sixty warriors, set off towards the Brazen Fortress, Tsfendiyjir 
having first intimated to his brother Baslnitan to march with 
his army direct to the gates of the fort, as soon as he saw a 
column of flame and smoke ascend from the interior. On the 
way they gave out that tJiey were merchants come with valuable 
goods from Persia, and hoped for custom. The tidings bf 
travellers having arrived with rubies and gold-embroidered 
garments for sale, soon reached the ears of Arjris]), the king, 
who immediately gave them permission to enter the fort. When 
isfendiyar, the reputed master of the caraA tiu, had got within 
the walls, he said that he had brought rich presents for the 
Iving, and requested to be introduced to him in person. He 
was accordingly allowed to take the presents himself, waa^ 
received with distinguished {ittention, and having stated 
name to be Klicrad, was invited to go to tlic royal palace, 
whenever, and as often as, he might please. At one of the 
interviews the king asked him, as he had come from Persia, if 
he knew ^jhetlicr the i'ei)oi-t was true or not that Kurngsar had 
been j)nt to death, and what Gushtiisp and Isfendiyar wero 
engaged upon. The hero in disguise replied that it*Was live 
months since he left Persia ; but he had* heard on the rogd from 
many persons that Isfendiyar intended proceeding by the way 
®f the Heft-khan with a vast army, towards the Brazen Foitress. 
At these words Arjasp smiled in derision, and said: “Ah! 
ah ! by that way even the winged tribe are afraid to venture ; 
and if Isfendiyar had a thousand lives, ho would lose them all in 
any attempt to accomplish that jouniey.” After this interview 
Isiciidiyar daily continued to attend to the sale of his merchandise, 
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and sooij found that his sisters were employed in the degrading 
office of drawing and carrying water for the kitchen of Arjusp. 
When they heard that a caravan had arrived from Inin, they 
went to Isfendiyar (who recognized them^at a distance, but hid 
his face that they might not know him), to inquire what 
tidings lie had brought about their father and brother. 
Alarmed at the hazard of discovery, he replied that he knew 
nothing, and desired them to depart ; but they remained, and said : 

On thy return to Inin, at least, let it be known that here we are, 
two daughters of Gushtjisj), reduced to the basest servitude, and 
neither father nor brother takes compassion upon our distresses. 

Whilst with bare head, and naked feet, we toil, 

They ])ass their time in peace and happiness, 

Ucgardlcss of the misery we endure.” 


Isfendiyar again, in assumed anger, told them to depart, 
saying ; “ Talk not to me of Gushtdsp and Isfendiyar — what 
have I to do with them ? ” At that moment the sound of his 
voice was recognized by the elder sister, who, in a transport of 
joy, instantly communicated her discovery to the younger ; buw 
they kept the secret till night, and then they returned to com- 
mune with their hrothei\ Isfendiyilr finding that he was 
known, acknowledged himself, and informed them that he had 
undertaken to restore them to liberty, and that he was now 
engaged in the enterprise, opposing every obstacle in bis way ; 
blit it was necessary that they should continue their usual 
labour at the wells, till a fitting opportunity occurred! 

For the purpose of accelerating the moment of release, 
Isfcndiyilr represented -to the king that at a period of great 
adversity, ho had made a vow that he would give a splendid 
banquet if ever Heaven again smiled upon him, and as* he thc\^ 
was in the way to prosi)erity, and wished to fulfil his vow, he 
hoped that his majesty would honour him with his presence ou 
the occasion. The king accepted the invitation with satis- 
faction, and. said : “ To-morrow I will he tliy guest, at thy own 
house, and with all my warriors and soldiers.” But this did 
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not suit the scheme of the pretended merchant, wlio apologised 
on account of his house being too small, and proposed that the 
feast should be held upon the loftiest part of the fortress, where 
spacious tents and pavilions might be erected for the purpcjse, 
and a large fire lighted to give splendour to the scene. The 
king assented, and every requisite preparation being made, all 
the royal and warrior guests assembled in tl:v morning, and 
eagerly partook of the rich viands set before them. 1'hey all 
drank wine with such relish and delight, that they soon became 
intoxicated, and Khcrad seizing the oj)portiinity, ordered the 
logs of wood which had been collected, to bo set on fire, and 
rapidly the smoke and flame sprung up, and asc^uided to t he 
sky. BashiUan saw the looked-for sign, and hastened with two 
thousand horsemen to the gates of the fortress, where ho slew 
every one that he met, calling himself Isfendiyar. ArjiLsp had 
enjoyed the banquet exceedingly ; the music gave him infinite 
pleasure, and the wine had intoxicated him ; but in the midst 
of his hilarity and merriment, he was told that Isfendiyilr had 
reached the gates, and entered the fort, killing immense 
numbers of his people. This terrible intelligence roused him 
and quitting the festive board of Klierad, ho ordered his son 
Kahram, with fifty thousand horsemen, to repel the invac^''^. 
ITe also ordered forty thousand horsemen to protect difierent 
parts of the walls, and ten thousand to remain as his own 
personal guard. Kahram accordingly issued forth without 
delay, and soon engaged in battle with the force under 
Bashiitan? 

When night came, Isfendiydr opened the lids of tlm. chests, 
and let out the hundred and sixty wai;i-iors, whom ho supplied 
with swords and spears, and armour, and also the hundred who 
were di%uised as camcl-di’ivers and servants. 

• 

With this bold band he sped, 

Whither Arjdsp had fled ; 

And all who fought around, 

To keep untouched that sacred ground ; 

(Ecsistance weak and vain,) « 

By him were quickly slain. 
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The sisters of Isferidiyslr now arrived, and pointed out to 
liiin the chamber of Arjilsp, to which place he immediately 
repaired, and roused up the kinj:^, who \^a8 almost insensible with 
the fumes of wine. Arjdsp, however, sprang upon his feet, 

Aii(i grappled stoutly with Isfendiydr, 

And dospoi-atc was the conflict : head and loins 
Altcrimtely received deep {?apin.^ wounds 
From fhvord and dsn^ger. Wearied out at length, 

Arjil'']) shrunk back, when with one mighty blow, 

Isl'eiiiliyar, exulting in his power, 

Cleft him asunder. 

Two of the wives, tw'o daiightci*8, and one shter of Arjasp 
fell immediately into the hands of the conqueror, who delivered 
them into the custody of his son, to be conveyed home. Ho 
tlien quitted the palace, and turning his steps towards the gates 
of the fortress, sIcav a great number of the enemy. 

Kahram, in. tljc meantime bad Ixjcii fiercely engaged with 
Haslnitan, and was extremely reduced. At the very moment 
loo of his discomfiture, he heard the watchmen call out aloud 
tliat Arjasp had been slain by Khcrad. Confounded and 
.alarmed by these tidings, he approached the fort, where ho 
heard the confirmation of his misfortune from cveiy month, 
and also that the garrison bad been put to the sword. Leading 
on the remainder of liis troops he now came in contact with 
Is- Midiyiir and his two hundred and sixty warriors, and a sharp 
engagement ensued ; but the coming up of Bashiitan’s force on 
his rear, placed him in such a prcdicJimciit on every side, that 
defeat and destruction were almost inevitable. In shorty 
]Kaliraifl.,wa8 left with only a few of his soldiers near him, when 
Isfendiyar, observing his situation, challenged him to personal 
combat, and the challenge was accepted. 

So oloacly did the eager warriors close, 

They seemed together joined, and but one«nian. 

At last Isfcndiydr seized Kuhram’s girth. 

And flung him to the ground, and bound his hands : 

And as a leaf is severed from its stalk, 

Fo he the head cleft from its quivering trunk ; 

Thu8«onc blow wins, and takes away a throne. 

Ill battle heads arc trodden under hoofs, 

Cixiwns under lieada 
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After the death of Kahram, Isfendiyar issued a proclamation, 
offering full pardon to all who would unite under liis banners. 
They had no king ; * 

The country lia<f no throne, no crown. Alas I 
What is tlie world without a governor, 

What, hut a headless trunk? A thing more worthless 
Than the vile dust upon the common road. 

What could the people do in their despair ? 

They, wore obedient, and IsfcndiyAi* 

Kneonraged them with kind aiul gentle words, 

Fitting a generous and a prudent master. 


Having first written to his hither an account of the great 
victory which lie had gained, he occupied himself in reducing 
all the surrounding provinces and their inhabitants to sub- 
jection. Those people who continued hostile to kirn lie deemed 
it necessary to put to.death. He took nil the women of Arjdsp 
into his own service, and their dfiughters ho presented to his 
own sons. 


Not a warrior of Chin remained ; 

'I’he king of Tiirdn was swept away ; 

And the realm where in pomp he had reigned, 

Whore he basked in prosperity’s ray. 

Was spoiled by the conqueror’s brand, 

Desolation marked every scene. 

And a stranger now governed the mountainous land, 
Where the splendour of Poshang had been. 

Not a dirhem of treasure was left ; 

For nothing eluded the conqueror’s grasp ; 

OjPall was the royal pavilion bereft ; 

All followed the fate of Arjisp I 


When Gushtasp received infomation of this mighty cdhqucst, 
he sent orders to Isfendiyilr to continue in the government of the 
tew empire ; but the prince replied that he had settled the 
country, and was anxious to sec his father. This request being 
pennitted,*he was desired to bring away all the immense booty, 
and return by the road of the Pleft-khan. Arriving at the 
place where he was overtaken by the dreadful winJer-storm, he 
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again found all the ])ropei'ty he had lost under the drifts ot 
snow ; and when he had accomplislied his journey, he Avas 
received witli fclie warmest Avrelcoine ifnd coiigratulafcions, on 
account of his extraordinary successes. A royal feast was 
prepared, and the king filled his son’s goblet with Avinc so re- 
peatedly, and d\'ank himself so fVcquently, and Avith such zest, 
that both of them at length became intoxicated. GushtAsp then 
asked isfendiyar to describe to him the particulars of his ex- 
pedition by the road of the lleft-kliaii ; for though he had 
heard the story from others, he wished to have it from his oavu 
mouth. But Isfendiyar replied: “AVc haA^e both drank too 
much Avine, and nothing good can proceed from a drunken 
man ; I Avill recite my adventures to-morrow, Avhen my head is 
clear.” The next day Gushtitsp, seated upon his throne, and 
Isfendiyar placed before him on a golden chair, again asked for 
the prince’s description of his triumphant progress by the Heft- 
khan, and according to his Avish CA^ciy incident that merited 
notice Avas faithfully detailed to him. The king expressed great 
pleasure at the conclusion ; but envy and suspicion lurked in 
his breast, and Avritbiiig internally like a seipent, he still de- 
layed fulfilling his promise to invest Isfendiyar, upon the 
overthroAV of Arjasp, Avith the sovereignty of Inin. 

The prince could not fail to observe the changed disposition 
of his father, and privately went to Kitabiin, his mother, 
to whom he related the solemn promise and engagement 
of Gushtiisp, and requested her to go to him, and say : “ Thou 
hast given thy royal Avord to Isfendiyilr, that Avheii he had 
conquered and slain Arjasp, and restored his own sisters to 
liberty,, thou wouldst place upon his head the croAvii of Inin ; 
fiiitli and honour arc indispensable in princes, they are in- 
culcated by religion, and yet thou hast failed to make good 
thy Avord.” But the mother had more pfudence, and said : 
“ Let me give thee timely counsel, and breathe not a syllable to 
any one on the subject. God forbid that thou shouldst again 
be throAvn into prison, and confined in chains. Recollect thine 
is the succession ; the army is in thy favour ; thy father is old 
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and iniinn. Have a lifcfcle patience, and in the end then \ri1t 
ondoubtcdlj be the King of Persia. 

The gold and jewels, the imperial sway, 

The crown, the throne, the army, all he owns, 

Will presently be thine ; then wait in patience. 

And reign, in time, the monarch of the World.” 


Isfeiidiyar, liowevcr, was not contented witli his mother’s 
counsel, and suspecting that she would communicate to the 
king what Iw; had s«aid, he one day, as if under the Influence of 
wine, thus addressed his father ; “ In what m\y have I failed 
to accomplish thy wishes ? Have I not pcrfornied such actions 
as never were heard of, and never will be performed again,, in 
furtherance of thy glory ? I have overthrown thy greatest 
enemy, and supported thy honour with ceaseless toil and 
exertion. Is it not then incumbent on thee to fuHil thy 
promise ? ” Guahtasp replied : “ Do nf)t be impatient — the 
throne is thine ; ” bub he was deeply irritated at heart on being 
thus reproached by his own son. When he retired he (jonsulted 
?vith Jamasp, and Avas auxious to know what the stars foretold. 
The answer Avas : He is of exalted fortune, of high destii'y ; 
he will overcome all his enemies, and finally obtain the Sove- 
reignty of the heft-aklim, or seven climes.” This favourable 
prophecy aggravated the spleen of the father against the sou, 
and he inquired with bitter and unnatural curiosity : “ What 
will be his death ? Look to that.” 

“ A deadly dart from Rustem’s bow, 

Will lay the glorious warrior low.” 

Thesef tidings gladdened the heart of Gushtdsp, and he said : 
^ If this miscreant had been slain in his expedition to the 
Brazen Fortress I should not now have been insulted with, his 
claim to my throne.” The king then having resolved upon a 
scheme of deep dissimulation, ordered a gorgeous l^nquet, and 
inidted to it all his relations and warriors; and Avhcii the 
guests were assembled he said to Isfendiyar : The crown and 
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the throne are thine ; indeed, who is there so wrell qualified for 
imperial sway ? and turning to his warriors, he spoke of him 
with praise and admiration, and added : When I w'as enter- 
ing upon the Avar against Arjitsp, before I quitted Sistiin, I said 
to Jiustcni; ‘My father Loliurasp is killed, my wife and 
children made prisoners, Avilt thou assist me in punishing the 
murderer and oppressor ? ’ but he excused himself, and re- 
mained at home, and although I have since been involved in 
numberless perils, he has not once by inquiry shcAvn himself 
interested in my behalf ; in short, he boasts that Kai-khosniu 
gave him the principalities of Zabul and KiLhiil, and Nira-ruz, 
and that he owes no allegiance to me ! It behoves me, there- 
fore, to depute Tsfendiyar to go and put him to death, or 
bring him before me in bonds alive. After that I shall have 
no enemy to be revenged upon, and I shall retire from the 
Avorld, and leave to Isfendiyar the eroAvn and the throne of 
Persia, Avith confidence and satisfaction.'* All the nobles and 
heroes present approved of the measure, and the king, gratified 
by their approbation, then turned to Isfendiyar, and said : “ I 
have SAvom on the Zendavesta, to relinquish my poAver, and 
place it in thy hands, as soon as Rustem is subdued. Take Avhat- 
ever force the important occasion may require, for the whole 
resources of the empire shall be at thy command.*’ But Isfen- 
diyAr thus replied : “ Remember tlie first time I defeated 
Arjasp — AAdiat was my reward ? Tlirough the machinations of 
Gurzam I Avas throAvn into prison and chained. And w^hat is 
my reward noAv that I have slain both Arjasp and his sen in 
battle ? Thy solemn proniisc to me is forgotten, or disregarded. 
The prince who forgets one promise will forget another, if it be 
convenient for his purpose. 

Whenever the Ilcft-khnn is broiight to mind, 

I feel a sense of horror. But why should I 
Repeat the stoiy of those great exploits I 
God is my Avitness, how I sIcav the wolf, 

The lion, and the dragon ; how' I punished 
That fell enchantress with her thousand wiles ; 

And how I suffered, midst the storm of snoAv, 

Which almost froze the blood within my veins , 
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And how that vast unfathomablo deep 

We crossed securely. These arc deeds which wMlani 

Wonder and praise in othej*8, not in thci* ! 

The treasure which I captured now is thine ; 

And what islny reward? — the interest, sorrow. 

Tlius am I chcjjtod of my recompense. 

It is the custom for j'reat kings to keep 
Religiously their pledged, affianced word ; 

But thou hast broken thine, despite of honouf. 

I do remember in thy early youth, 

■It was in Riim, thou didst perform a feat 
Of gallant daring ; for thou didst destroy 
A dragon and a wolf, but thou didst bear 
Thysti^Lf most proiKlly, tin' iking human arm 
Never before had done a deed so mighty ; 

Yes, thou wort proud and vain, and semned exalted 
Up to the Heavens ; and for that noble act 
What did thy father do ! The king bir that 
Gave thee with joyous heart his crown ami throne. 

Now mark the dilTereuee ; think what 1 Ua\c done, 

What jicrils T sustained, and for thy sake 1 
Thy foes T vaiictuishcd, clearing from thy mind 
The gnawing rust of trouble and afllietion. 

Monsters I slevs% reduced the nrazeii Fortress, 

And laid Arjdsp’s whole empire at thy feid, 

And what was my rewaixl ? Neglect and setorn. 

Did T deserve this at a father’s hands ? ” 

Guslittisp remained unmoved by tliis sharp rebuke, though 
he readily acknowledged its justice. “The crown shall be 
thine,” said he, “hut consider my position. Think, too, what 
services Zal and Kustem performed for Kai-khosrtiu, and 
shall I expect less from my own son, gifted as he is with a form 
of brass, iand the most prodigious valour ? Forbid it, ITcaven ! 
that# any rumour of our ditfercnce should get abroad in tlfc 
world, which would redound to the dishonour of both f Nearly 
half of Iran is in the possession of iTusfccm.” “Givcf me the 
crown, said Isfcndiyir, “and I will ijiimcdiatciy proceed 
against the Zibu^ champion.” “I have given thee both the 
frown and the throne, take with thee my wiiole army, and all 
my treasili’c. — What wouldst thou have more ? He who has 
conquered the terrific obstacles of tlic Heft-khan, and lias slain 
Arji&sp and subdued his entire kingdom, can havd no cause to 
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fear the prowess of Rustem, or any other chief.” Isfendiyjir 
replied that he had no fear of Rustem's prowess ; he was now 
old, and therefore not equal to himself in strength ; still he 
had no wish to oppose him ; 


Ff)r }ie lias been the monitor and frieTid 
Of our Kai^nian ancesiors : his care 
Enriched tlicir minds, and taught tlicm to he brave ; 
And he was ever faithful to their cause, 
llesidcs,” said he, “ thou wert the honoured guest 
Of Uiistem two long years ; and at SistAii 
Enjoyed liis hospitality and fi’icndsliip, 

His festive, social lioard ; and can si tliou now, 
Forgetting that delightful intercourse, 

Ilceome his bitterest foe ? 


ftiishtasp replied : 

“ ’Tis true he may have served my ancestors ; 
But what is that to me ? His spirit is proud, 
And he refused to yield me needful aid 
Wlieii danger pressed ; that is enough, and thou 
Canst not divert me from niy settled purpose. 

Therefore, if thy aim be still 
To rule, thy father’s wish fulfil ; 

Quickly trace the distant road ; 

Qnitik invade the chief’s abode ; 
lliiid his feet, and bind his hands 
In a captive’s galling bands ; 

Bring him here, that all may know 
Thou hast quelled the mighty foe,” 


But Isfeiidiy^r was still reluctant, and implored him to 
rclinquishohis design. 

“ For if resolved, a gloomy cloud 
■Will quickly all thy glories shroud, 

And dim thy brilliant throne ; 

I would not thus aspire to luign. 

But rather, free from crime, remain 
Sequestered and alone." 

Again Gusht^p spoke, and said: “There is no necessity 
for any further delay. Thou art appointed my successor, aud 
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the crown and the throne are thine ; thou hast therefore only to 
march to the scone of action, and accoini3lish the object of tlie 
war.” Hearin" this, Isfeiuliyar sullenly retired to liis own 
house, and Gushtasp, perceiving that he was in an angry mood, 
requested Janulsp (his minister) to ascertain the state of his 
mind, and wliethcr ho intended to proceed tob StstiLn or not. 
Jamasp immediately went, and Isfeiuliyar asked him, as his 
friend, what he would advise. “The commands of a father,*' 
he replied, “ must be obeyed.” There was now no remedy, and 
the king being informed that the priruio consented to under- 
take the expedition, no further discussion took jilace. 

But Kitabun was deeply atfocted when she lu'ard of these 
jirocecidings, and repaired instantly to her son, to rejircsent to 
liim the liopelcssness of the enterprise he liad engaged to 
conduct. 


“A iiintlior’s counsel is a t^oldcii treasure ; 
Coiisuior well, jituI listen not to folly, 
llustoin, the champion of tlui world, will never 
Suffer liiinsclE to bo confined in bonds. 

Hid be not conquer the White Demon, fill 
'J’ho world with blood, in fe.iTible revenge, 
When Saidwush was by AfiAsiydb 
Oruelly slain ? 0, cui-scs on tlie throne, 

And ruin seize the country, which returns 
Evil for good, and spurns its benofaclor. 
Ilestraiii thy stops, engage not in tliis war ; 

It cannot db thee honour. Hear my voice 1 
Hear the safe counsel of thj anxious mother 1 
For Rustem still can conquer all the world.” 
Thus spoke Kitabi'm, shedding ceaseless tears ; 
And thus Isfeiidiydr ; “ I fear not Kiisfjim ; 

I fear not his prodigious power and skill ; 

But never can I on so great a hero 
Place ignominious bonds ; it inust not be. 

Yet, mother dear, my faithful word is pledged ; 
My word Jamdsp has taken to the king. 

And I ipust follow where my fortune leads.” 


The next morning lefendiydr took leave of the king, and 
with a vast army, and immense treasure, commenced his march 
towards Sistdn. It happened that one of the camds in advance 
laid down^ and though beaten severely, could not be made to 
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get up on its legs. Tsfoiidiydr, seeing the obstinacy of tlie 
animal, ordered it to ha killed, and passed on. The people, 
however, interpreted the accident as a bad omen, and wished 
him not tO proceed ; but ho could not attend to their sugges- 
tions, as he thought the king would look upon it as a mere 
pretence, and therefore continued his journey. 

When he approached Sishin, he sent' Bahman, his oldest 
son, to Rustem, with a flattering message, to induce the 
champion to honour him with an istakbal, or dci’^utation to 
receive him. Upon Rahman’s arrival, however, he hesitated 
and delayed, being reluctant to give a direct answer ; but Zal 
inter])Osed, saying: '‘AVhy not immediately wait upon the 
pi'incc ? — have wc not always been devoted to the Kaiaiiiau 
dynasty ? — Go and bring him hither, that we may tender him 
our allegiance, and entertain him at our mansion as becomes 
his illustrious birth.” Accordingly Rustem went out to welcome 
Isfendiyar, and alighting from Rakush, proceeded respectfully 
on foot to embrace him. He then invited him to his liouse, 
but Isfeiidiyjlr said : ‘^So strict are my father’s commands, 
that after having seen thee, I am not permitted to delay my 
departure.” Rustem, however, pressed him to remain witli 
him, but all in vain. On the contrary the prince artfully 
conducted him to his own quarters, where he addressed him 
thus : If thou wilt allow me to bind thee, hand and foot, 
in cliains, I will convey thee to the king my father, whose 
humour it is to sec thee once in fetters, and then to release 
thee ! *’ ^Rustem was silent. Again Isfendiyjir said : If thou 
art not disposed to comply with this demand, go thy ways.” 
Rustem replied : First’ bo my guest, as thy father once was, 
and after that I wull conform to thy will.” Again th''. prince 
said : “ My father visited thee under other circumstances ; 
I have come for a different purpose. If I eat thy bread and 
salt, and after that thou shouldst refuse thy acquiescence, I 
must have recourse to foi-ce. But if I become thy guest, how 
can I ill honour fight ivith thee ? and if I do not take thee 
hound into my father’s presence, according to hijs command, 
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what answer shall I give to him ? ” For the same reason,” 
said Eastern ; “ liow can I eat thy bread and salt ? ” Isfen- 
diyar then replied : “ Thou needest not eat my bread and salt, 
but only drink wine.*— Bring thy own pure ruby.” To this 
Rustem agreed, and they drank, each his own wine, together. 

In a short space Rustem observed that he wished to consult 
his father Ziil ; and being allowed to depart, he, on his return 
home, described in strong terms of admiration the personal 
appearance and mental qualities of Isfcndiyiir. 

• 

“ In wisdom ripe, and with a fonn 
Of brass to moot tlu; battlo-sbnm. 

Thou wouldst confess his ov(iry boon, 

Had been dciived from Koiidi'm.’’ 


Basliutan in the nicanwliile observed to his brother, with some 
degree of dissatisfaction, that his enemy had come into his 
power, on his own feet too, but Jiad been strangely permitted 
to go away again. To this gentle re[d‘oor Jsfcndiytlr con- 
fidently replied, If he does fail to return, I will go and secure 
Rim in bonds, even in his own house.” — “Ah ! ” said Basliutan, 
“ that might be done by gentleness, hut not hy force, for the 
descendant of Sam, the cham])ion of the world, is not to ' e 
subdued so easily.” These words had a powei ful eflect upon 
the mind of Jsfendiyar, and he became apjirehensive that 
Rustem would not return ; but wdiiJst he was still murmuring 
at his o^vn want of vigilance, the chainj)ion ajipcarcd, and at 
this second interview repeated his desin? that the prince would 
become his guest. “ 1 am sent here hy rny lather, \flTo relics 
upon tliy accepting his prollercd hosj)itality.” — “ Tlj^at may 
he,” saij^ Isfeudiyar, “ but I am at my utmost limit, I cannot 
•go farther. From tliis place, therefore, thou liadst better 
prepare to accompany me to Iran.” Here Rustem paused, and 
at length ai'tfully began to enumerate liis various achievements, 
and to blazon his own name. 

% 

“ I fettered fast the emperor of Chin, 

And broke the enchantment of the Seven Khans ; 
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I stood the guardian of the I’ersian kings, 

Their shield in danger. I have cleared the world 
Of all (heir foes, enduring pain and toil 
lii(;alculablo. Such exploits for thee 
Will I achieve, such sufferings will I bear, 

And hence we offer thee a socijil w’clboine. 

Ihii l(‘t not dark suspicion cloud thy mind, 

Kor think thyself exalted as the heavens, 
ilcoaifse T thus irndte thee to our homo.” 

Tsfendiyilr felt so iutligimnfc and irritated by this apparent 
boasting and self-sufficiency of Rustem, that his first impulse 
was to cast a daggoi* at liim ; l)nt he kept down Jiis wrath, and 
satisfied himself with giving him a scornful glance, and telling 
him to take a scat on his left liand. But Rustem resented 
this affront, saying that he never yet had sat down on the left 
of any king, and placed himself, without permission, on the 
right liand of Isfciuliyar. The unfavoiirahle impression on 
the prince’s mind was increased by this independent conduct, 
and ho Avas provoked to say to him, “ Rustem ! I have heard 
that Zal, thy father, was of demon extraction, and that Sam cast 
liim into the desert because of his disgusting and abominable 
appearance ; that even the hungry Simurgh, on the same 
account, forchorc to feed u])on him, but conveyed him to her 
ucst among her own young ones, who pitying his wretched 
condition, Bn])j)licd him with part of the cairion they were 
accustomed to devour. Naked and filthy, lie is thus said to 
have subsisted on garbage, till Sain was induced to commiserate 
his wretchedness, and take him to Sistiln, where, by the indul- 
gcnco of his family and royal bounty, he was instructed in 
human manners and Imman science.” This was a reproach and 
an iiiBU-it too biting foi* Rustem to bear with any degree of 
})atience, and frowning with strong indignation, he said, “Thy 
father knows, and thy grandfather well know that Zdl was the 
son of Silm, and SAin of Narimtin, and "that Nariman was 
descended from Husheng. Thou and I, therefore, liave the 
same origin. Besides, on my mother’s side, I am descended 
from Zohak,«o that by both parents I am of a race of princes. 
]^owest thou not that tbo InjLnion empire was fo^ some time 
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in my hands, and that I refused to retain it, thouf>:h urj^cd 
by tlie nobles and tlie army to exorcise tlie fiiiictioiis of 
royalty ? It was my sonfcc of justice, and attachinciit to the 
Kais and to thy family^ which have enabled thee to possess thy 
present dignity and command. It is through my fidelity 
and zeal that thou art now in a situation to reproach me. 
Thou hast slain one king, Arjasp, liow many kings have 1 
slain ? Did I not conquer Afrasiyiib, the greatest and bravest 
king that ever ruled over Tiiritn ? And did \ not also subdue 
the king of Hannivcriin, and the Kiiakaii of Chin ? Kiiiis, thy 
own ancestor, *[ released from tJie demons of Mazinderaii. I 
slew the AVhite Demon, and the tremendous giant, Akwjiii 
Diw. Can thy insignificant exploits l)c eom])ared with mine ? 
Never ! ” llustem’s vehemence, and the disdain fill tone of his 
voice, exasperated still more the feelings of Isfcndiyjlr, who 
however recollected that he w.as under liis roof, otherwise he 
would have avenged himself instantly on the spot. Itcstraining 
liis c'lnger, he then said softly to him, “AVherefore dost thou 
raise thy voice so high ? For though thy head be exalted to 
tlfe skies, thou wert, and still art, but a dependent on the Kills. 
And was thy Heft-khan equal in terrible danger to mine ? Was 
the capture of Miizinderan equal in valorous exertion to tl. . 
capture of the Drazeii Fortress ? And did I not, by the power 
of my sword, diffuse throughout the world the blessings of my 
own religion, the faith of the fire-worshipper, which was derived 
from Heaven itself ? Thou hast performed the duties of a 
warrior and a servant, whilst I have performed the holy 
functions of a sovereign and a prophet ! ” Rustem, in*rcply, 
said : 

“•In thy Heft-khan thou hadst twelve thousand men 
Completely armed, with ample stores and treasure, 

Whilst Rakush and my swo^, my conquering sword, 

Where all the aid I had, and all 1 sought, 

In that prodigious enterprize of mine. 

Two sisters thou released — ^no arduous task, 

Whilst T recovered from the demon’s grasp 
The mighty Kdilis, and the monsters slew, 

Boarhq^ like thunder iu thofr dismal caves. 
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Thif! great exploit my single arm achieved ; 

And when Kai-khosmu gave the regal crown 
IV) LohiiiAsp, the warriors were inpensed, 

And deemed J^’rlburz, Kaiis’s valiant son, 

I'Mttcst by Inrth to rule.- My sire and I 
^^spouscd the cause of LohuiAsp ; cls(3 he 
1 hid never sat upon the throne, nor thou 
Ikon here to treat wdtli scorn thy benefactor. 

And now Gushtsisp, with foul ingratitude, 

Would bind me band and foot 1 But who on earth 
(Ian do that office ? I am not accustomed 
'i'o hear harsh terms, and cannot brook their sting, 
'riierefore desist. Once in Kiius’s court. 

When I was moved to anger, I poured out 
Ujton him words of bitterest scx)rn and rage, 

And tliough surrounded by a thousand chiefs, 

Xtjt one attempted to repress my fury, 

Nut one, but all stood silent and amazed.” 

“ Smooth that indignant brow,” the prince replied 
‘•And measure not mj courage nor my strength 
AVilh that of Kdiis ; had he nerve like mine / 

Thou mightst have kept the timorous king in awe, 

But I am come myself to fetter thev ! ” 

So saying, he the hand of llustem grasped, 

And wrung it so intensely, that the champion 
Felt inwardly surprised, but careless said, 

The lime is not yet come for us to try 
Our power in battle.” Tlicn Isfeiidiyar 
DiT)pped iUistem’s hand, and spoke. “ To-day lot wine 
Inspire our hearts, and on the lield to-mojTow 
Be ours the strife, with battle-axe and sword, 

And my lirst fiini shall be to bind thee fasi, 

And shew thee to my troops, Rustem in fetters I ’* 

At this the champion smiled, and thus exclaimed, 

“ Where hast thou seen the deeds of warriora brave? 
\\niero hast thou heard the clash of mace and sword 
Wielded by men of valour ? I to-morrow 
^Vill take thee in my arms, and straight convey thee 
To Zill, and place thee on the ivory throne, 

And on thy head a crown of gold shall glitter. 

The treasury 1 will open, and our troops 
Shall tight for thee, and I will gird my loins 
As they were girt for thy bold ancestors'; 

And when thou art the chosen king, and I 
Tliy warrior-chief, the world Avill be thy own ; 

No other sovereign need attempt to reign.” 


Diuch time has been spent in vain-boasting, and ex- 
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travagant self-praise,” rejoined Isfendiyiir, that the day is 
nearly done, and I am hungry ; lot us therefore take some 
refreshment together.” Rustem’s appetite being ecpially keen, 
tlic board was spread, p,nd every dish that was brought to him 
he emptied at once, as if at one swallow ; tlien he tlirew aside 
the goblets, and called for the large flagon that he miglit drink 
his fill without stint. When he had finished several dishes and 
as many flagons of wine, he paused, and Islendiyilr and the 
assembled chiefs were astonished at the quantity lie IumI 
devoured. Hq now prepared to depart, and the prince said 
to him, “ Go and consult with thy father : if thou art contented 
to be bound, well ; if not, thou wilt have cause to repent, for 
I will assuredly attend to the commands of Guslitasp.” — 
“ Do thou also consult with thy brethren and fih'nds,” rcplietl 
Rustem, “ whether tlion wilt be our guest to-inorrow, or not ; if 
not, come to tins place before snnris(‘, that wc may decide our 
dificrences in battle.” Isfendiyar said, “ Wy most anxious 
desire, my wish to heaven, is to meet thee, for I shall have no 
difficulty in binding thee blind and foot. I would indeed 
willingly convey thee without fetters to my father, but if I did 
so, he would say that I was unable to put thee in bonds, and 
that would disgrace my name.” Rustem observed that ix vi 
immense number of men and demons he had contended against 
was as nothing in the balance of his mind compared with the 
painful subject of his present thoughts and fears. He was 
ready to ^gage, but afraid of meriting a bad name. 

If in the battle thou art slain by rae, 

Will not my check turn pale amoiif? the princes 
Of the Kaiinian race, liavin*? cut olF 
A lovely branch of that illustrious tree ? 

Will not repmaches hang upon my name 
When 1 am dead, and shall 1 not be cui'scd 
For perpetrating such a horrid deed ? 

Thy father, too, is old, and near liis end, 

And thou upon the eve of being crowned ; 

But in thy heai*t thou knowest that I proffered. 

And proffer my allegiance and devotion. 

And would avoid the conflict, fciui’e, thy father 
Is practising some trick, some foul deception. 



SOi THE SHAH NAMEH. 


To urge thee on to an untimely death, 

To rid liimsclf of some unnatural fear, 

He stooi>s to an unnatural, treacherous act. 

For 1 have ever been the firm support 
Of crown and throne, and perfectly he knows 
No mortal ever conquered me in battle, 

None ever from my sword escaped his life.” 

Then spoke Isfendiydr : “ Thou wouldst be generous 
And bear a spothiss name, and tarnisli mine ; 

But T am not to be deceived by tliec : 

Tn fetters thou must go 1 ” Kustem replied : 

“ Banish that idle fancy from thy brain ; 

Dream not of things impossible, for death 
Ts busy with thee ; pause, or thou wilt die.” 

“ No more 1 ” exclaimed the prince, “ no more of this. 
Nor seek to frighten me with thi-catcning words ; 

Go, and to-morrow bring with tiieci thy f riemls, 

Thy father and thy brother, to behold 
With their own eyes thy downfall, and lament 
Tn sorrow over thy impending fate.” 

“ So let it be,” said llustem, and at once 
Mounted his noble horse, and hastened home. 


The champion immediately requested his father^s permission 
to go and fight Isfendiyiir the following day, but the old mai^ 
recommended reconciliation and peace. “That cannot be,” 
said Rustem, “ for he has reviled thee so severely, and heaped 
upon me so many indignities, that my patience is exhausted, 
and the contest unavoidable.” In the morning Ziil, weeping 
bitterly, tied on Rustem's armour himself, and in an agony of 
grief, said : “ If thou shouldst kill Isfeudiyar, thy name will 
be rendered infiimous throughout the world ; and if thou 
shouldst be killed, SisUn will be prostrate in the dust, and cx- 
tinguisfied for ever ! My heart shudders at the thoughts of 
this baitlc, but there is no remedy.” Rustem said to him : 
“ Put thy trust in God, and be not sorrowful, for when I grasp 
my sword the head of the enemy is lost ; but ipy desire is to takc*“ 
Isfendiyiir alive, and not to kill him. I would serve him, and 
not sever his head from his body.” Zdl was pleased with this 
determination, and rejoiced that there was a promise of a 
happy issue tb the engagement. 

In the morning Rustem arrayed himself in his war-attirc, 
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helmet and breast-plate, and mounted Kakush, also anned in 
his bargustuwan. His troops, too, were all assembled, and Zal 
appointed Ziiara to take charge of them, and be careful of his 
brother on all occasioiis where assistance might be necessary. 
The old man then prostrated himself in piuycr, .and said, “ 0 
God, turn from us all affliction, and vouchsafe to us a prosi)erous 
day.” llustcm being prepared for the struggle, directed Ziiara 
to wait with the troops at a distance, whilst he went alone to 
meet Isfendiyar. When Bashiitan first saw him, he thought he 
was coming to^oficr terms of pe.ace, and said to Isfeiuliyslr, “He 
is coming alone, and it is better that lie slioiild go to tliy father 
of his own accord, than in bonds.” — ‘‘ But,” replied Isfendiyilr, 
''he is coming completely equipped in mail — quick, bring mo 
my arms.” — “ Alas ! ” rejoined Bashiitan, “ tliy brain is Avilfl, 
and ihou art resolved upon fighting. This impetuous spii-it 
will break my heart.” But Jsfeudiyjlr took no notice of the 
gentle rebuke. Pi’osently he saw Itustem ascend a high plai'c, 
andlioard his summons to single combat. He then told bis 
brother to keep at a distance with the army, and not to iiitin- 
fSre till aid was positively recpiired. Insisting rigidly on these 
instructions, he mounted his night-black charger, and hastened 
towards Rustem, who now pro^iosed to him that they shouia 
wait awhile, and that in the mean time the two armies might 
be put in motion against each other. " Though,” said he, “ my 
men of Zabul are few, and thou hast a numerous host.” 

• This is a stranf^e request,” replied the prince, 

“ I5ut thou art all deceit and artifice ; 

Mark thy position, lofty and coinmaTwling’, 

And mine, beneath thee — in a spreading^ vale. 

Now, Heaven forbid Ibat I, in reclvless mood, 

^ Should give my valiant legions to destruction, 

And look unpi'tying on I No, I advance, 

Whoever m^iy oppose me ; and if thou 
llcquirest aid, select thy friend, and come, 

For I need none, save God, in battle — none.” 

And llustem said the same, f<jj* he required 
No human refuge, no support but Heaven. 

The battle rose, and numerous javelins whizzed 
Along the air, and helm and mail were bruised; 
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Spear fractured spear, and then with shining swords 
The strife went on, till, trenched with many a wound, 

They, too, snapped short. The battle-axe was next 
Wielded, in furious wrath ; each bending forward 
Struck brain-bewildering blows ; each tried in vain 
To hurl the other from Ids fiery horse. 

Wearied, at length, they stood apart to breathe 
Their chargers panting from excessive toil, 

Covered with foam and blood, and the strung armour, 

Of steed and rider rent. The combatants 
’J'liiis paused, in mutual consternation lost. 

In the meantime Ziiara, impatient at this delay, advanced 
towards tlic Iranians, and i^'proachcd them for their cowardice 
so severely, that Nushiiwer, the younger son of Isfendiyar, felt 
ashamed, and immediately challenged the bj'avcst of the 
enemy to fight. Ahvai, one of Rustem’s follower, came boldly 
forward, hut his cirorts only terminated in his discomfiture and 
death. After him came Ziiara himself : 

Who galloped to the chni^jc incensed, and, high 
Lifting his iron macc, upon the head 
Of bold Nilshawer struck a furious blow, 

Which drove him from Ids steed a lifeless corse. 

Seeing their gallant leader thus o’erthrown. 

The troops in terror fled, and in their flight 
Thousands were slain, among them brave Mehrniis, 

Another kinsman of IsfcndiyAr. 


Bahman, observijig the defeat and confusion of the Irtlnians, 
went immediately to his father, and told him that two of his 
own family were killed by the waiTiors of Zabul, who had also 
attacked him and put his troops to the rout With great 
slaughter. Isfendiyar was extremely irritated at this in- 
telligence, and called aloud to Rustem : “ Is treacliciy like this 
becoming in a warrior ? ” The champion being deeply con- 
cerned, shook like a branch, and swore by the head and life of 
the king, by the sun, and his own conquering sword, that he 
ym ignorant of the event, and innocent of what had been done. 
To prove what he said, he offered to bind in fetters his brother 
Ziiara, who must have authorized the movement ; and also to 
soouie Feniinurz, who slew Mehmiis, and deliver them over to 
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Oushtilsp, the fire-worshipper. "Nay,” said he, “I will 
deliver over to thee my whole family, as well as my brother 
and son, and thou maycgt sacrifice them all as a punishment for 
having commenced the fight without permission.” Isfendiyiir 
replied : " Of what use would it be to sacrifice thy brother and 
thy son ? Would that restore my own to me ? No. Instead 
of them, I will put thee to death, therefore come on ! ” Ac- 
cordingly both simultaneously bent their bows, and shot tlieir 
arrows with the utmost rapidity ; but whilst Rustem's made 
no impression, those of Isfendiyiir produced great effect on the 
champion and his horse. Sc severely was Eakush wounded, 
that Rustem, when he perceived how much his favourite hoi'se 
was exhausted, dismounted, and continued to impel his an’ows 
against the enemy from behind his shield. But Rakush brooked 
not the dreadful storm, and galloped off unconscious that his 
master himself was in as bad a plight. When Zuara saw the 
noble animal, riderless, crossing the plain, he gasped for breath, 
and in an agony of grief hurried to the fatal spot, where he 
found Rustem desperately hurt, and the blood flowing copiously 
tli'om every wound. Tlie champion observed, that though he 
was himself bleeding so much, not one drop of blood ap- 
peared to have issued from the veins of his antagonist!' ^e 
was very weak, but succeeded in dragging himself up to his 
former position, when Isfendiy^r, smiling to see him thus, 
exclaimed : 

Is this the valiant Bustem, the renownod, 

Quitting^ the field of battle ? Where is now 
I’he raging tiger, the victorious chief? 

Was it from thee the Demons shrunk in (error, 

And did thy burning sword scar oat their hearts ? 

What has become of all thy valour now 7 
Where is thy matchless mace, and why art thou, 

The roaring lion, turned into a fox, 

An animal^f slyness, not of courage, 

Losing thy noble chameter and name 7 

Zfiara, when he came to Rustem, alighted and resigned his 
(loise to his brother ; and placing an arrow on his bow-string, 
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wished himself to engage Isfeiidiytlr, who was ready to fight 
him, but Rustem cried, No, I have not yet done with thee.'* 
IsfendiyAr replied : " I know thee well, and all thy dissimula- 
tion, but nothing yet is accomplished. Come and consent to 
be fettered, or I must compel thee.” Rustem, however,, was 
not to be overcome, and he said : If I were really subdued by 
thee, I might a*gree to bo bound like a vanquished slave ; but 
the day is now closing, to-morrow wo will resume the fight ! ” 
Isfcndiyar acquiesced, and they separated, Rustem going to his 
own tent, and the prince remaining on the field. Tlierc ho 
afiectionately embraced the sevei’od heads of his kinsmen, 
pljiced them himself on a bier, and sent them to his father, the 
king, with a letter in Avhich he said, Thy commands must be 
obeyed, and such is the I’csult of to-day ; Ueaven only knows 
what may befall to-morrow.” Then he spoke privately to 
Bashiitau : ‘‘ This Rustem is not human, he is formed of rock 
and iron, neither sword nor javelin has done him mortal harm ; 
but the arrows went deep into his body, and it will indeed bo 
wonderful if he lives thronghout the night. I know not what 
to think of to-monw, or how I shall be able to overooni'' 
him.*’ 

When Rustem ari’ivcd at his quartci’s, Ziil soon discovered 
that he had received many Avounds, Avhicli occasioned great 
affliction in his family, and ho said ; “ Alas ! that in my old 
age such a misfortune should have befallen us, and that with 
my own eyes I should see these gaping wounds ! ” lie then 
rubbed Rustem’s feet, and applied healing balm to the wounds, 
and bound them up with the skill and care of a physician. 
Rustem said to his fath^jr ; ‘‘ I never met Avith a foe, Avarrior or 
demon, of such amazing strength and bravery as this ! He 
seems to have a brazen body, for my arrows, Avhich I can drive 
through an anvil, cannot penetrate his chest* If I had applied* 
the power Avhich I have exerted to a mountain, the mountain 
would have moved from its base, but he sat firmly upon his 
saddle and scorned my efibrts. 1 thank God that it is night, 
and that I have escaped from his grasp. To-morroA<r I cannot 
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fight, ftud my secret wish is to retire unseen from the struggle, 
Chat no trace of me may be discovered.” — “ In that case,” 
replied Zal, the victoi* will come and take me and all my 
family into bondage. But let us not des[)air. Did not the 
Simurgli promise that ^Yhenever I might ])e overcome l)y ad- 
versity, if 1 burned one of her feathers, she won Id instantly 
aj)])ear ? Hhall we not then solitdt assistance in this awfid 
extremity ? ” So saying, Ziil went up to a high place, and 
burnt the feather in a censer, and in a short time the Simurgh 
stood before Ijim. After due praise and acknowledgment, he 
explained his wants. But,” said he, may the misfortuiie we 
endure be far from liim who has hronglit it u])on ns. My sou 
Kustem is wounded almost unto death, and 1 am so helpless 
that I can do him no good.” lie then brought fovward 
Hakush, pierced by numerons arrows ; upon which the wonder- 
ful Bird said to liim, “B(^ under no alarm on that account, for 
I will soon cure him and she immediately i)lncked out the 
rankling weapons with lier beak, and the wounds, on passing a 
feather over them, were quickly healed. 

To liustcm now slie tiirnp, and sootlics liis griof, 

And drawing forth the arrows, suc.ks the blood 
From out the wounds, whicli at her bidding close, 

And the illustrious champion is restored 
To life and power. 

Being thus reinvigorated by the magic influence of the 
Simurgh, he solicits further aid in the coining strife with 
Isfendtyar ; but tlie mysterions animal laments tliat slie*oannot 
assist him. “ There never appeared iq the world,” said she, 
‘‘so brave and so perfect a liero as Isfeudiyar. The favour <d 
Heaven iS wdtli him, for in his Hefi-khan he, by some ai'tiiice, 
^cceeded in killing, a Simurgh, and the furtlier thou art re- 
moved from his invincible arm, the greater, will bo thy safety.” 
Here Zal interposed and said ; If Ilustem retires from the 
contest, his family will all be enslaved, and I shall equally share 
their bondage and afllicLiou,” The Simurgh, hearing those 
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words, fell into deep tliouglifc, and remained some time silent. 
At length she told Rustem to mount Rakush and follow her? 
Away she went to a far distance ; and -crossing a great river, 
aiTived at a place covered with reeds, where the Kazii-trco 
abounded. I'lie Simurgh tlicn rubbed one of lier feathers upon 
the eyes of Rus^tem, and directed him to take a In’anch of tlie 
Kazii-trcc, and make it straight upon the fire, and form that 
wand into a forked arrow ; after whicli he was to ad^'anee 
against Isfendiyar, and, placing the arrow on his bow-sti’ing, 
shoot it into the eyes of his enemy. “ The arrow will only 
make him blind,” said the Sirnurgli, “ but he who spills the 
blood of Isfendiyar will never be free from calamity during 
his whole life. The Kazii-tree has also this peculiar quality : 
an arrow made of it is sure to accomplish its intended errand — : 
it never misses the aim of tlie archer.” Rustem expressed his 
boundless gratitude for this information and assistance ; and 
the Simurgh having transported him back to his tent, and 
atfcctionatcly kiss(‘d his Face, returned to her own habitation. 
The champion now prepared the arrow according to the in- 
stmetions he had received ; Jind when morning dawned-, 
mounted his horse, and hastened to the field. lie found 
Isfcudiyilr still sleeping, and exclaimed aloud: “Warrior, art 
thou still slumbering ? Rise, and see Rustem before thee ! ” 
When the prince heard his stern voice, he started up, and in 
great anxiety hurried on his armour, lie said to Bashutan, 
“ I had uncharitably thought he would have died of his 
wounds in the night, but this cleai* and bold voice seems to 
indicate perfect health — go and see whether his wounos are 
bound- up or not, and whether he is mounted on Rakush or on 
some other horse.” Rustem perceived Bashiitan approach with 
an inquisitive look, and conjectured that his object was to 
ascertain the condition of himself and Rakush. He therefore 
vocifemted to him ;* “lam now wholly free from wounds, and 
BO is my horse, for I possess an elixir which heals the most cruel 
. lacerations of the flesh the moment it is applied ; but no such 
wuiuids were inflicted upon me, the arrows of Isfendiyar being 
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only like needles sticking in my body.” Basbiitan now ro- 
ported to his brother thj.t llustem appeared to ho more fri'sh 
and vigorous than the day before, and, thinking from the spi it 
and gallantry of his demeanour that he would be victorious in 
another contest, he strongly recommended a reconciliation. 


The Death op ISFENDIYAU, 

• 

Isfendiyar, blind to the march of fate, treated tlui siiggesLiuii 
of his brother with scorn, and mounting his lu)rso, was soon in 
the presence of Rustem, whom he thus liastily addressed : 
“Yesterday thou wert wounded almost to death by my arrows, 
and to-day tluire is no trae(5 of them. Ilow is this ? 

iiul thy father ZjU is a Si)vcerer, 

And Jie l)y charm and sim‘ 11 
Has cured all thi* wounds of llie wanlor, 

And now he is safe and well. 

Eor the wounds I .i^avc *^*ouId never be 
( 'loMid up, except ill" by sorcery. 

Yes, the wounds I "ave I lice in every jairt, 

( -oulcl never be cured but by magic art.’’ 


Bwstem replied, “ If a thousand aiTows were shot at me, they 
would all drop harmless to the ground, and in the end thoii 
wilt fall by my hands. Therefore, if tliou scekesb rtiy own 
welfare^ come at once and be my guest, and I swear liy the 
’ Almighty, by Zerdusht, and the Zendavosta, by the sim tind 
moon, that I will go with thee, but unlettered, to thy father, 
who may 'do with me what he lists.”— “ That is not enough,” 
replied Isfcndiyiir, “ thou must be fettered.” — “ Then- do not 
bind my arms, and take whatever thou wilt from me.” — “And 
what hast thou to give ? ” 
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•* A thousand jewels of brilliant hue, 

And of unknown price, shall be thine ; 

A thousand imperial dijidems tbo. 

And a thousand damsels divine. 

Who with angel-voiccs will sing ard play, 

And delight thy senses both night and day ; 

And my family wealth shall be brought thee, all 
Tha't was gathered by Nariman, Silm, and Zal.” 

“ This is all in vain,” said istendiyar. “ T may have wandered 
from the way of Tlcaven, hnt I will not disobey the commands 
of the kinp;. And of wliat use Avoiild thy troasiirt and property 
be to me ? 1 must please my hither, that he may surrender to 
me his crown and thi'onc, and T have solemnly sworn to him 
that I will ]>lace thee l)eforc him in fetters.’" Itustcm replied, 
“ And in the lioi)es of a (jrowii and throne thou wouldst sacrifice 
thyself ! ” — Thou shalt see ! ” said Isfendiyar, and seized Ids 
bow to commence the combat, liustem did tlic same, and when 
he had placed the I’orked arrow in the bow-string, he imploi'ingly 
turned up his face towards Heaven, and fervently exclaimed, 
“ 0 God, tlmn knowest Iiow anxiously I Ivavc wislied for a re- 
conciliation, how I have anftered, and that T would now g'i\'c 
all my treasures and wealth and go with him to Ii’fin, to avoid 
this conflict ; but my oilers are disdained, for he is bent u])oii 
consigning me to bondage and disgrjicc. Thou art the redresser 
of grievances — direct tlie flight of this arrow into his eyes, hut 
do not let me be punished tor the involuntary deed.” At this 
moment Isfcndiyjir shot an arrow with great force at Kustem, 
who dexterously eluded its point, and then, in return, instantly 
lodged "tfic charmed weapon in the eyes of his antagonist. 

And darkness ovensproad liis sight. 

The world to him w'as hid in night ; 

The bow dropped from his slackened hand, 

And down ho sunk upon the sand. 

“ Yesterday,” said Rustem, “ thou discharged at me a hundred 
and sixty arrows in vaii\, and now thou art overthrown by one 
arrow of mine.” Baliman, the son of Isfondiydr, seeing his 
father bleeding on the ground, uttered loud lamehtations, and 
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BashiitaD, followed by the Iranian troops, also drew nip:li with 
the deepest sorrow inar|^cd on their countenances. Tlie fatal 
arrow was immediately drawn from the wounded eyes of the 
prince, and some medicine beiii^ first applied to them, they 
conveyed him mournfully to his own tent. 

The conflict having thus terminated, lliistem at the same 
time returned with his army to where Zill remained in anxious 
suspense about the result. The old man rejoiced at the issue, 
but said, “ 0, my son, thou hast killed thy enemy, but I have 
learnt from the wise men and astrologers that the slayer of 
Isfendiycir must soon come to a fatal end. May Ooil protect 
thee ! ” Rustem replied, “ I am guiltless, his blood is upon 
his own head.” The next day they both proriecded to visit 
Isfendiyar, and offer to him their sympathy and condolence, 
when the wounded prince thus spoke to Rustem : “ I do not 
ascribe my misfortune to thee, but to an all-ruling power. 
Fate would have it so, and thus it is I I now consign to thy 
care and guardianship my son Ihihman ; instruct him in the 
findcrice of government, tlio customs of kings, and the rules and 
stratsigems of the warrior, for thou art exceedingly wise and 
exixjricnccd, and perfect in all things.” Rustem readily u a 
plied, and said : 

“ That duty shall be mine alone, 

To scat him firmly dii the throne.” 


Then Ififcndiyilr murmured to Bashulan, that the anguish of. 
his wdund was wearing him away, and that he had but a short 
time to live. 

“ The pace of death is fast and fleet, 

And nothing my life can save, 

1 sliall \^nt no robe, but my winding Bheet, 

No mansion but the grave. 


And tell my father the wish of his heart 
Has not been breathed in vain, • 

The doom he desired when he made me depart, 
• Has been scaled, and his son is slain J 
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Ami. 0 ! to my mother, in kindliest tone, 

The mournful tidings bear, 

And soothe her woes for her whrrior gone, 

For her lost IsfendiyAr.” 

He now groaned heavily, and his last words were : 

“ I die, pursued by unrelenting fate, 

The hapless victim of a father’s hale.” 

Life having departed, his body was placed upon a bier, and 
c-onveyed to Iran, amidst the tears and linnentations of tlic 
people. 

llustem now took charge of Bahman, according to the dying 
request of Isfcndiyiir, and brought him to SisLan. This was, 
however, repugnant to the wishes of Ziiara, who observed to his 
brother : “ Thou hast slain the father of this youth ; do not 
therefore nurture and instruct the son of thy enemy, for, mark 
me, in the end lie will be avenged.” — " But did not Isfcndiyiir, 
with his last breath, consign him to my guardianship ? how can 
I refuse it now ? It must he so written and determined in the 
dispensations of Heaven.” 

The ari'ival of the bier in Persia, at the palace of Guslitilsp, 
produced a melancholy scene of public and domestic affliction. 
The king took off the covering and wept bitterly, and the 
mother and sisters exclaimed, ‘^Alas! thy death is not the 
work of human hands ; it is not the work of Rustem, nor of Ziil, 
but of the Simurgh. Thou hast not lived long enough to he 
ashaffldd of a grey beard, nor to witness the maturity and 
attah^ments of thy children. Alas ! thou art snatchc "way at 
a moment of the highest promise, even at the commencement 
of thy glory.” In the meanwhile the curses and imprecations 
of the people were poured upon the devoted head of Gnshtiisp 
on account of his cruel and unnatural conduct, so. that he was 
obliged to confine himself to his palace till after the interment 
of Isfendiy4r. 

Rustem scrupulously fulfilled his eugagement, and instructed 
Bahman in all manly exercises ; in the use of bdw and javelin. 
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in the management of sword and buckler^ and in all the arts 
and accomplishments of the warrior. He then wrote to (lusli- 
tasp, repeating that heVtis unblameablc in the conflict wlii(;li 
terminated in the death of his son Isfendiyilr, that lie had 
oflPored him presents and wealth to a vast extent, and moreover 
was ready to return with him to Inin, to his fatlicr ; but every 
overture was rejected. Relentless fate must have hurried liim 
on to a premature death. “ I have now,’* continued Rustem, 
comfileted the education of Bahman, according to the direc- 
tions of his father, find awai*. thy further commands.” Oiish- 
tasp, after reading this Icttei*, referred to Bashutan, who con- 
firmed the declarations of Rustem, and the treadierous king, 
willing to ascribe the event to an o^'crr^ling destiny, readily 
acquitted Rustem of all guilt in killing fslendiyar. At the 
same time he sent for Bahman, and on his arrival from Sistan, 
was so plensed with him that he without hesitation appointed 
him to succeed to the throne. 

“ ^rethinks I sec Isfendiydr again, 

Tliou liast the form, the very look he boro, 

And since thy glorious father is no more, 

Long as 1 live thou must with me remain.” 


The Death of EUSTEM. 

Firdausi seems to have derived th6 account of Rhui^iad, and 
the milancholy fate of Rustem, from a descendant of Sam and 
Nartmin, who w^s particularly acquainted mth. the chronicles 
of the heroes and the kings of Persia. Shughad, it appears, 
was the “son of Zal, by one of the old warrior’s maid-servants, 
and at his very birth the astrologers predicted that he wpuld bo 
the ruin of the glorious house of Sam and Nariman, and the 
destruction of their race. 
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Throughout SfstAn the prophecy was heard 
With horror and amazement ; every town 
And city in Irdn was full of woo, 

And Zdl, in deepest agony and grief, 

Sent up his prayers to the Almighty Power 
That lie would purify the infant’s heart, 

And free it from that quality, foretold 
As tbii destroyc " of his ancient house. 

Put what are prayers, opposed by destiny ? 

The child, notwithstanding, was brought up with great care 
and attention, and when arrived at maturity, he was sent to the 
king of Kabul, whose daughter he espoused, 

Kustem was accustomed to go to Kilbul every year to receive 
the tribute due to him ; but on. the last occasion, it is said that 
lie exacted and took a liigher rate than usual, and thus put 
inahy of tlic people to distress. The king was angry, and ex- 
pressed his dissatisfaction to Shughad, who was not slow in 
littering his own discontent, saying, ‘‘Though I am his brother, 
he has no respect for me, but treats me always like an enemy. 
For this personal hostility I long to punish him with death.” — 
“ Rut how,” inquired the king, “ couldst thou compass that 
end ? ” Shughad replied, “ I have well considered the subject, 
and propose to accomiilish my pmposo in this manner. I shall 
feign that I have been insulted and injured by thee, and cany 
my complaint to Zj'iI and Rustem, who will no doubt come to 
Kilbul to redress my wrongs. Thou must in the meantime 
prepare for a sporting excursion, and order a number of pits to 
be dug on the road sufficiently large to hold Rustem, and his 
horse, Jind in each several swords must be placed with tjicir 
points afui edges up>vard.s. The mouths of the pits must then 
bo slightly covered over, but so carefully that there may be no 
appearance of the earth underneath having been removed. 
Everything being thus ready, Rustem, on the pretence of going 
to the sporting ground, must be conducted by that road, and bo 
will certainly fall into one of the pits, which will become his 
gi’ave.” This stratagem was highly approved by the king, and 
it was agreed ^that at a royal banquet, Shughad should revile 
and irritate the king, whose indignant answer shou^ be before 
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all the assembly : “ Thou hast no pretensions to be thouf^ht of 
the stock of Sam and N^riindn. ZiU pays thee no attention, at 
least, not sucli attention as he would pay to a son, and Rustem 
declares thou art not his brother ; indeed, all the family treat 
thee as a slave.” At these words, Slmj>had aflected to be j^reatly 
enraged, and, starting up from the banquet, hastened to Rustem 
to complain of the insult othTcd him by the kino* of Iviibul. 
Rustem received him with demonstrations of ailection, and 
liearino; his complaint, declared that he would immediahily 
proceed to Kiibnl, depose the kin*]^ for his insoleiujc, and place 
Sliughad himself on tlic tlironc of that country. In a sliort 
time they arrived at tlie c.ity, and were met by tlie kino:, wlio, 
with naked feet and in humble <^uise, solicited forgiveness. 
Rustem was induced to pardon the ollence, and was honoured 
in return with great apparent resj)ect, and with boundless 1k>s- 
pitality. In tlie meantime, however, the i>its were dug, and 
the work of destruction in progrc'ss, and Rustem was mm 
invited to share the sports of the forest. ^Phe champion was 
liiglily gratified by the courtesy which the king displayed, and 
mounted Rakush, anticipating a day of excellent diversion. 
Shughad accompanied him, keeping on one side, wliilst RusUi.., 
suspecting nothing, rode boldly forward. Suddenly Rakush 
stopped, and though urged to advance, refused to move a sfep. 
At last the champion became angry, and sti’uck the noble 
animal severely ; the blows made him dart forward, and in a 
moment ITc unfortunately fell into one of the pits. 

T t was i\ place, deep, dark, and perilous, 

All bristled o’er with swords, loa\4np: no tdianec 
Of extrication without cruel wounds ; 

And horse and Ti<lcr sinking in the midst, 

Bore many a grievous stab and many a cut 
In limb anti body, ghastly to the sight. 

Yet from that depth, at one prodigious spring, 

Rakush escaped with Rustem on his back ; 

But what availed that effort? D«jwn again 
Into another pit both fell together, 

And yet again they rose, again, again ; 

Seven limes down prostrate, seven times bruised and 
xAaimed, 
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Tlioy struggled on, till moimfing up the edge 
Of the seventh pit, all covered with deep wounds, 
Pioth lay exhausted. When the ohampion’s brain 
(h'cw co(il, and he had power to think, he knew 
Full well to whom ho owed this treachery, 

And calling to Shughad, said : “ Thou, my brother I 
Wliy h.ast thou dene this wrong? Was it for thee, 
My father’s son, by wicked plot and fraud 
To work this ruin, to destroy my life ? ” 

Shughad thus sternly answered : “ ’Tis for all 
The blood that thou hast shed, God has decreed 
This awful vengeance, — now thy time is come 1 ” 
Then si)oko the king of Kdbul, as if pity 
Had softened his false heart : “ Alas 1 the day 
That thou shouldst perish, so ignobly too. 

And in kingilom ; Avhat a wretched fate 1 
Hut bring some medicine to relievo his wounds — ■ 
Quick, bring the matchless balm for Rustem’s cure ; 
He must not die, the ehamphm must not die ! ” 

But Rustem scorned the oJicr, and in wrath. 

Thus spoke : “ How many a mighty king has died. 
And left m<j still triumphant — still in power, 
Uneoriqiierablc ; treacherous Ihou hast been. 
Inhuman, too, but Feramurz, the bravo, 

Will bo revenged upon tlieo for lliis crime.” 


Rustem row turned towtirds Slm^had, tuul in an altered and 
mournful tone, told him that ho was at the i)oinb of death, and 
asked liim to string his bow and give it to him, that he miglit 
seem as a scare-crow, to prevent the wolves and other wild 
animals from devouring him when dead. 


Shughad performed the task, : nd lingered not, 

For he rejoiced at this catastjophe. 

And with a smile of fiendish satisfaction, 

I^laccd the strong bow before him — Rustem grasi)C<l 
The bended horn with such an eager liaiid. 

That wondering at the sight, the caitiff wretch 
Shuddered with terror, and behind a tree 
Shielded himself, but nothing could .avail ; 

The arrow pierced both tree and him, a-nd they 
Were thus transfixed together, — thus the hour 
Of <1eath aflfonled one bright gleam of joy 
To Rustem, who, with lifted eyes to Heaven, 
Exclaimed ; “ Thanksgivings to the great Creator, 
Fer granting me the power, with my own band, 

To be revenged upon my murderer 1 ” 

So saying, the great champion breathed his last, 
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And not a knightly follower remained, 

Ziiara, and the rest, in other pits, 

Dug by the traitor-king, and traitor-brother, 

Had sunk and poi'ishoil, all, save one, who tied, 

And to the alllictod veteran at Si'sliln 
Told the sad tidings. ZjU, in agony, 

Tore his white hair, and wildly rent his garments, 

And cried : “ Why did not 1 die for him, why 
AVas I not present, fighting by his side? • 

Hut he, alas ! is gone 1 Oh I gone for ever.” 

Then the old man dispatched Ferainiirz witli a numerous 
force to KiibiiJ, to bring away the dead body of Rustem. TJjkhi 
liis approacli, tlie king of TGibul and his aimy retii-cd to the 
mountains, and Feramurz laid wast(3 the country. He found 
only the skeletons of Rustem and Z tiara, the beasts of prey 
liaAiug stripped them of their llesh : be however gathered the 
bones together and conveyed them home and buried them, 
amidst the lamentations of the people. After that, he returned 
to Kabul with his army, and encountered the king, ca[>tured the 
cruel Avrctch, and carried him to Sistiin, where he was put to 
death. 

* tiuslitasp having become old and infirm, bequeathed his 
empire to Bahman, and then died. He reigned one hundred 
and eight years. 


BAHMAN. 

• 

Bahiipan, the grandson of Gushtdsp, having at the commencc- 
"raent of his sovereignty obtained the approbation of his people, 
by the clemency (ff his conduct and the apparent generosity of 
his disposition, was not long in meditating vindictive measures 
against the family of Rustem. Did not Kai-khosrAu,’’ said 
he to his warriors, “revenge himself on Afrisiyab for the 
murder of Saiiiwush $ and have not all my glorious ancestors 
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pursued a similar course ? Why, then, should not -I be revenged 
on the fatlier of Eusfcein for the death of Isfendiydr ? ” The 
warriors, as usual, approved of the kingfs resolution, and in 
consecpTence one hundred thousand veteran troops wore as- 
sembled for the iinuiediate invasion of SisUn. When Balimaii 
had arrived on the borders of the iMver Belieriiiuiid, he sent a 
message to ZjU, frankly declaring his purpose, and that he must 
sacrifice the lives of himself and all his family as an atonement 
for llustcm’s guilt in shedding the blood of Isfendiyclr, 


7 a \] honvU liis menace with astonishment, 

Mingled with aiij^uish, and he thus replied : 
“lliistiiMi was not in fault; and thou caiist tell, 

Eor thou wort present, how he wept, and prayed 
That he might not be hound. How frequently 
Tic olfered all his wealth, his gold, and gems, 

To be excused that igiu)iuinious thrall ; 

And would have followed thy impatient father 
To wait upon Oushtasp ; but this was se<n*iied ; 
Nothing but bonds would satisfy his pi ide ; 

All this thou kuow’st. Then did not I and Ilustem 
Stiietly fullil Isbuidiyar s commands. 

And most assiduously endow thy niiiid 
AVith all tlio skill and virtues of a licro, 

That might ileserve some kindness in return ? 

Now take luy house, my treasure, my ])ossessions, 
'J’ake all ; but spare my family and me.” 


The messenger went hack, and told the tale 
Of ZjU’s deep grief with such persuasive; grace, 
And i)iteous accent, that the heart of Ikilmvm 
Sejftened at every woitl, and the old man 
Was not to suffer. After that was known, 

AVitli gorgeous presents Zal went forth to meet 
The monarch in his [^ogress to the city ; 

Mv\nd having prosirai'ed himself in low 
Humility, retired among the; train 
Attendant on the king. Thou must not walk,” 
Bahmau exclaimed, well skilled in all the arts 
Of smooth hypocrisy — “thou art too weak^, 
lleinoiiiit thy horse, for thou requirest helj).” 

But Zal declined the honour, and i)rcfcrrcd 
Doing that homage as illustrious 8nm. 

His cojjiqueriiig ancestor, had always done, 
Barefoot, in presence of the royal race. 
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Fast moving onwanls, Bahman soon approached 
Slstiln, and entered Zal’s superb abode ; 

Not as a friend, or a forgiving foe, 

But with a spirit uiiappeased, unsoothed ; 

True, he had spared the old man’s life, but there 
Jlis mercy sto|i4)cd ; all else was cuiiliseate, 

For every room was plundered, all the treasure 
Seized and devoted to the tyrant’s use. 


After remorselessly obtaiiiiii}^ this booty, Ihibiiuui inquired 
what had become of 1^'eramurz, and Ziil pretended that, un- 
aware of the king’s approjich, he had gone a-liunling. Ihit 
this excuse ^t^as easily seen tlirougli, and tlie king was so 
indignant on the occasion, that he put Zal himself in fetters. 
Feramurz had, in fact, secretly retired witli tlie Ziibul army to 
a convenient distance, for the purpose of attting as necessity 
might require, and when lie lieard tliat Zal was placed in con- 
finement, he immediately marched against the invader and 
oj)pressor of his country. Both armies met, and closed, and 
were in desperate conflict tJirec long days and nights. On the 
fourth day, a tremendous hurricaue arose, whieh blew tliiok 
(JoLids of dust in the face of the Zabul army, and blinding 
them, impeded their progress, whilst the enemy were driven 
furiously forward by the strong wind at their backs. Tl.^ 
consequence was the defeat of the Zabul troops. Fci’iimurz, 
witli a few eornpauions, however, kept his gi’ound, though 
assailed by showera of arrows. He tried repeatedly to get face 
to face with Bahman, hut every cfTort was fruitless, and he felt 
convinced^ that his career was now nearly at an end. He, 
bravely defended himself, and aimed his arrows with great 
precision ; but what is the use of a^t when Fortune ^is un- 
favourable ? 

m 

When Fate’s dark clouds portentous lower, 

Ancrqueuch the light of day, 

No effort, none, of human power, 

Can chase the gloom away. 

An’ows may fly a countless shower. 

Amidst the desperate fray ; 

But not to sword or arrow death is given^ 
tTulcss decreed by favouring Hcaveu. 
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And it was so decreed that the exertions of Feitsimurz should 
be unsuccessful. His horse fell, he was wounded severely, and 
Avhilst insensible, the enemy secured -and conveyed him in 
fetters to Bahmim, who immediately ordered him to be hanged. 
The king then directed all the people of Sistan to be put to the 
sword ; upon \\;hich Bashntan said : “ Alas ! why should the 
innocent and unoffending people be thus made to perish ? 
Hast thou no fear of God ? Thou hast taken vengeance for 
thy father, by slaying FeiVimurz, the son of Rustem. Is not 
that enough ? Be merciful and beneficent now to the people, 
and thank Heaven for the great victory thou hast gained.” 
Bahman was thu^ withdrawn from his wicked purpose, and was 
also induced to liberate Zal, whose age and infirmities had 
rendered him perfectly harmless. He not only did this, but 
restored to him the possession of Sistiin ; and divesting himself 
of all further revenge, returned to Persia. There he continued 
to exercise the functions of royalty, till one day he happened to 
be bitten by a snake, whose venom was so excruciating, that 
remedies were of no avail, and he died of the wound, in the 
eighth year of his reign. Although he had a son named 
Sassdn, he did not appoint him his successor ; but gave the 
crown and the throne to his wife, Humai, Avhom he had maiTied 
a short time before his death, saying ; If Hiimaf should have 
a son, that son shall be my successor ; but if a daughter, 
Hiimal must continue to reign,” 


HtTMAI AND THE BIRTH OP DARAB,. 

Wisdom and generosity were said to have marked the 
government .of Humai. In justice and beneficence she was 
unequalled. Ko misfortune happened in her days, even the 
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poor and the needy became rich. She gave birth to a son, 
whom she entrusted to a nurse to be brought up secretly, and 
declared publicly that <t had died the same day it was born. 

. At this event the pqpple rejoiced, for they were happy under 
the administration of Humai. Upon the bo^ attaining his 
seventh month, however, the queen sent for him, and wrapping 
him up in rich garments, put him in a box, and when she had 
fastened down the cover, gave it to two confidential servants, in 
the middle of the night, to be flung into the Euphrates. “ For,” 
thought she, if he be found i i the city, there will be an end 
to my authority, and the crown will be placed upon his head ; 
wiser, therefore, will it be for me to cast him into the river ; 
and if it please God to preserve him, he may he nurtured, and 
brought up in another country.” Accordingly in the darkness 
of night, the box was thrown into the hlu|)hrateH, and it floated 
rapidly down the stream for some time without being observed. 
\ 

Amidst the waters, in that little ark 

Was launched tlic future monarch. Hut, vaiix mortal I 

How bootless arc thy most inj^cnions schemes, 

Thy wisest projects 1 Such were thine, Iti’imaf I 
Presumptuous as thou wert to think success 
' Would crown that deed unnatural and unjust, 
fiut human passions, human expectations 
Are happily controlled by righteous Hi‘avcn. 

In the morning the ark was noticed by a washerman ; who, 
curious to know what it contained, drew it to the shore, aiijl 
opened ttie lid. Within the box he then saw splendid silk* 
embtbidered scarfs and costly raiment, and upon then^ a lovely 
infant asleep. ’ He immediately took qp the child, and jjarried 
it to his wife, saying : It was but yesterday that our own 
infant £ed,«and now the Almighty has sent thee another in its 
* place.? . The w'oman looked at the child with affection, and 
ta^ng.it.in her arms fed it with her own milk. In the box 
they also found jewels and rubies, and they congratulated them- 
selves upon being at length blessed by Providenceuwith wealthy 
and a boy at the same time. They called him Dtintb, and the 
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child BOOH began to speak in the language of his foster-parents. 
The washerman and his wife^ for fear that the boy and the 
wealth might be discovered, thought 'it safest to quit their 
home, and sojourn in another country. When Dartib grew up, 
he was more Skilful and accomplished, and more expert at 
wi*estling than ether boys of a greater age. But whenever the 
washerman told him to assist in washing clothes, he always ran 
away, and would not stoop to the drudgery. This untoward 
behaviour grieved the washerman exceedingly, and he lamented 
that God had given him so useless a son, not knowing that he 
was destined to be the sovereign of all the world. 

How little thought he, whilst the task he prest, 

, A purer spirit warmed the stripling’s breast, 

Whose opening soul, by kingly^ pride inspired, 

Disdained the toil a menial slave required ; 

The royal branch on high its foliage flung, 

And showed the lofty stem from which it sprung. 

Ddrdb was now sent to school, and ho soon excelled his 
master, who continually said to the washerman : “ Thy son is 
of wonderful capacity, acute and intelligent beyond his years, 
of an enlarged understanding, and will be at least the minister 
of a king.*’ Ddrab requested to have another master, and also 
a fine horse of Irilk, that he might acquire the science and 
accomplishments of a warrior ; but the washerman replied that 
he was too poor to comply with his wishes, which threw the 
youth into despair, so that he did not touch a morsel of food 
for two days together. His foster-mother, deeply affected by 
his disappointment, and naturally anxious to gratify his desires, 
gave au article of value '•to the washerman, that he might sell 
it, and with the money purchase the horse required. The 
horse obtained, he was daily instructed in the art of using the 
bow, the javelin, and the sword, and in every exercise becoming 
a young gentleman and a warrior. So devouringly did he 
persevere in his studies, and in his exertions to excel, that he 
never remained a moment unoccupied at home or abroad. The 
development of his talents and genius suggested^, to him an 
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inquiry who he was, and how he came into the house of a 
washerman ; and his foster-mother, in compliance with his 
entreaties, described toliim the manner in which he was found, 
lie had long been miserable at the thoughts of being the son of 
a washerman, but now he rejoiced, and looked upon himself as 
the son of some person of consideration, lie asked her if she had 
any thing that was taken out of the box, and she replied; “ Two 
valuable rubies remain.” The youth requested them to be 
brought to him ; one he bound round his arm, and tiie other 
he sold to pay the expenses of travelling and change of place. 

At that time, it is said, the king of Itiim had sent an army 
into the country of Irilu. Upon receiving this information, 
llumai told her general, named Rishnawdd, to collect a force 
corresponding with the emergency ; and he issued a proclama- 
tion, inviting all young men desirous of military glory to flock 
to his standai'd. Danib heard this proclamation with delight, 
and among others hastened to liishnawad, who presented the 
young warriors as they amved successively to Hiimal. The 
queen steadfastly marked the majestic form and features of 
Dard-b, and said in her heart ; “ The youth who bears this 
dignified and royal aspect, appears to be a Kaiilnian by birth 
and as she spoke, the instinctive feeling of a mother seemed to 
agitate her bosom. 

The queen beheld his form and face, 

The scion of a princely race ; 

And natural instinct seemed to move 
Her heart, which spoke a mother’s love ; 

She gazed, but like the lightning’s ray, 

That sudden thrill soon pruned away. 

The army was now in motion. After the first march, a 
tremendous wind U.nd heavy rain came on, and all the soldiers 
were under tents, excepting Diirab, who bad none, and was 
obliged to take shelter from the inclemency of the weather 
beneath an archway, where he laid himself down, and fell 
asleep, Suddenly a supernatural voice was heard, saying : 

* * xa 
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** Arch stand firm, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined f rodent fall I 
He who sleeps beneath is one 
Destined to a royal throne. ^ 

Aich I a monarch claims thy care, 

The king of PeKia slumbers theic I ” 

The voice whs heard by every one near, and Rishnawtld 
having also heard it, inquired of his people from whence it 
came. As he spoke, the voice repeated its caution : 

“ Arch I stand finn, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined fragment fall I 
llahman’s son is in thy keeping ; 

He beneath thy roof is sleeping. 

Though the winds arc loudly i oaring, 

And the rain in toircnts poiinng, 

Arch 1 stand fiim, and fiom thy wall 
Let no loosened fiagmcnt fall.” 

Again Eishnawiid scut other persons to ascertain from 
whence the voice proceeded ; and they returned, saying, that 
it was not of the earth, but from Heaven. Again the caution 
sounded in his ears : 

“ Arch I stand firm, and from thy wall 
Let no loosened fragment fall.” 

And his amazement increased. He now sent a person under 
the archway to see if any one was there, when the youth was 
discovered in deep sleep upon the ground, and the arch above 
him rent and broken in many parts. Eishnawad being 
apprised ^ of this circumstance, desired that he might be 
awakenv.d and brought to-him. The moment he was removed, 
the whole of the arch fell down with a dreadful cra&h, and 
this wonderful escape was also communicated to the leader 
of the army, who by a strict and particular enquiry. soon 
became acquainted with all the occurrences of the sbrahger^s 
life. Bishnawdd also summoned before him the washerman 
and his wife, and they corroborated the story he had been told, 
Indeed he himself reoc^ized the ruby on Dtolb’s arm, whioh 
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conviDced him that he was the son of Bahman, whom Iliiinaf 
caused to be thrown into the Euphrates. Thus satisfied of his 
identity, he treated him with great honour, placed him on his 
right hand, and apj)ointed him to a high command in the 
army. Soon afterwards an engagement took place with the 
Rdmis, and Ddrilb in the advanced guard pertprmed prodigies 
of valour. The battle lasted all day, and in the evening 
Rishnawdd bestowed upon him the praise which he merited. 
Next day the army was again prepared for battle, when T);lrab 
proposed thaj; the leader sh''uld remain quiet, whilst he with a 
chosen band of soldiers attacked the whole force of the enemy. 
The proposal being agreed to, he advanced with fearless 
impetuosity to the contest. 

With loosened rein he rushed alon^ the field. 

And through opposing numbers hewed his patli, 

Then pierced the Kulub-gah, the ccutrc-hosl, 

Where many a warrior brnve, renowned in arms, 

Fell by his sword. Like sheep before a wolf 
The harassed KVimis fled ; for none had power 
To cope with his strong arm. His wondrous might 
Alone, subdued the legions right and left ; 

And when, unwearied, he had fought his way 
To where great Kalsar stood, night came, and darkness, 
Shielding the trembling emperor of Kilm, 

Snatched the expected triumph from his hands. 

RishnawAd was so. filled with admiration at his splendid 
prowess, that he now offered him the most magnificent presents; 
but whcji they were exposed to his view, a suit of armour was 
the puly thing he would accept. 

The Riimls were entirely disheartened by his vaSour, and 
they said : ‘‘ We underatood that thd sovereign of Persia was 
only a woman, and that the conquest of the empire would be 
no difficult task ; ^but this woman seems to be more fortunate 
than a warrior-king. Even her general remains inactive with 
the great; body of his army ; and a youth, with a small force, is 
sufficient to subdue the legions of Rdm ; we had, therefore, 
better 'return to our own country.” The principal warriors 
eutertaineetthe same sentiments, apd suggested to Kalsar the 
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necessity of retiring from the field ; but the king opposed this 
measure, thinking it cowardly and disgraceful, and said : 

“ To-morrow we renew the fight, 

To-morrow wc shall tiy our might ; 

To-morrow, with the smiles of Heaven, 

To us the victory will be given.” 

Accordingly on the following day the armies met again, and 
after a sanguinary struggle, the Persians were again trium- 
phant. Kaisar now flespaired of success, sent a ^ncssengcr to 
Eishnawjld, in which he acknowledged the aggressions he had 
committed, and offered to pay him whatever tribute he ijnight 
require. Eishnawad readily settled the terms of the peace ; 
and the emperor was permitted to return to his own dominions. 

After this event EishnawM sent to Hiimai intelligence of 
the victories he had gained, and of the surprising valour of 
Dilrdb, transmitting to her the ruby as an evidence of his birth. 
Hilmal was at once convinced that he was her son, for -she 
well remembered the day on which he was enrolled as one of 
her soldiers, when her heart throblxid with instinctive affection 
at the sight of him ; and tliough she had unfortunately failed 
to question him then, she now rejoiced that he was so near 
being restored to her. She immediately proceeded to the 
Atish-godoh, or the Fire-altar, and made an offering on the 
occasion ; and ordering a great fire to be lighted, gave immense 
sums fWay in charity to the poor. Having called ©jlrdb to 
her presence, she went with a ‘splendid retinue to meet him at 
the disfafnee of one journey from the city ; and as soon as he 
approadied, she pressed •’him to her bosom, and kissed his 
head and eyes with the fondest affection of a mother.© Upon 
the first day of happy omen, she relinquished in his favour the 
crown and the throne, after having hei’self reigned %irty-two 
years. 
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dArAb. 

When Diirdb haij ascended the throne, he conducted the 
aflPairs of the kingdom with humanity, justice, and benevolence ; 
and by these means secured the happiness of fliis people. He 
had no sooner commenced his reign, tlaiu ho sent for the 
washerman and his wife, and enriched them by his gifts. 
“But,” said he, “I present to you this property on these 
conditions— you must not give up your occupation — ^you must 
go every day, as usual, to the river-side, and wash clothes ; for 
perhaps in process of time you may discover another box 
floating down the stream, containing another infant ! ” With 
these conditions the washerman complied. 

Some time afterwards the kingdom was invaded by an 
Arabian army, consisting of one hundred thousand men, and 
commanded by Shilib, a distinguished warrior. Diirilb was 
engaged with this army three days and three nights, and on the 
^ fourth morning the battle terminated, in consequence of 8halb 
being slain. The booty was immense, and a vast number of 
Arabian horses fell into the hands of the victor ; >.’.ich, 
together with the quantity of treasure captured, strengthened 
greatly the resources of the state. Tlie success of this cam- 
paign enabled Dilrab to extend his military operations ; and 
having put his army in order, he proceeded against Failakiis 
(Philip# of Macedon), tlicn king of Rum, whom he defeated 
witii great loss. Many were put* to the sword, and the womtn 
and children canned into captivity. Failakus hilnself took 
refuge in the fortress of Amur, from whence he^sent an 
ambai^dor to Danib, saying, that if peace was only granted 
to him, he would^ willingly consent to any terms that might be 
demanded. When the ambassador arrived, Darilb said to him : 
“ If *Faflakite will bestow upon me his daughter, Nahid, peace 
shall be instantly re-established between us— I require no 
othef terms.” Failakiis readily agreed, and seht ETahld with 
niuneTOUS«^endid presents to the,king of Pemia, who espoused 
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her, and took her with him to his own countiy. It so happened 
that Nahid had an offensive breath, which was extremely dis- 
agreeable to her husband, and in c6nsequence he directed 
enquiries to be made everywhere for a ren^edy. No place was 
left unexplored ; at length an herb of peculiar efficacy and 
fragrance was discovered, which never fSailed to remove the 
imperfection complained of ; and it was accordingly administered 
with confident hopes of success. Nahid was desired to wtish 
her mouth with the infused herb, and in a few days her breath 
became balmy and i)ure. When she found she <^wa8 likely to 
become a mother she did not communicate the circumstance, 
but requested permission to pay a visit to her father. The 
request was granted ; and on her arrival in Eiim she was 
delivered of a son. Failakfis had no male offspring, and was 
oveijoyed at this event, which he at once determined to keep 
unknown to Btirilb, publishing abroad that a son had been born 
in his house, and causing it to be understood that the child 
was his own. When the boy grew up, he was called Sikander ; 
and, like Eustem, became highly accomplished in all the arts of 
diplomacy and war. Failakiis placed him under Aristdtalls, a 
sage of great renown, and he soon equalled his master in 
learning and science. 

Davab married another wife, by whom he had another son, 
named Diird ; and when the youth Avas twenty years of age, 
the father died. The period of Darib’s reign was thirty-four 
years. , 


dArA. 

continued the government of the empire in the* same , 
spirit as his father; claiming custom and tribute from the 
inferior mlersy with similar strictness and decision. ;Aft0r the 
death of Failakiis, Sikander became the king fidm ; rad 
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refusing to pay the demanded tribute to Persia, went to war 
with Diini, whom he killed in battle ; the particulars of these 
events will be prescntlj^shown. Pailakus reigned twenty-four 
ycai’s. 


STKANDER. 

f 

Failakiis, before his death, placed the crown of sovereignty 
upon the head of Sikandcr, and appointed Aristii, who was one 
of the disciples of the great Afliltun, his vizir, lie cautioned 
him to pursue the path of virtue and rectitude, and to oast 
from his heart every feeling of vanity and pride ; above all ho 
implored liim to be just and merciful, and said ; 

“ Think not that thou art wise, but ij^norant, 

And ever listen to advice and counsel ; 

Wc arc but dust, and from the <lust created ; 

And what our lives but helplessness aiid sorrow I ** 

Sikander for a time attended faithfully to the instmotiontj of 
his father, and to the counsel of Aristu, both in public and 
private affairs. 

Upon Sikander’s elevation to the throne, Darti sent an envoy 
to him to claim the customary tribute, but he received for 
answer : •“ The time is past when Rum acknowledged the supe- 
riority of Persia. It is now thy turn to pay tribute to Rum*. 
If my demand.be refused, I will immediately invade thy domi- 
nions ; and think not that I shall be shbisiicd with the Ccmqucst 
of Persfci alone, the whole world shall be mine ; therefore pre- 
• pare for war.” Dari had no alternative, not even submission, 
and accoriingly assembled his army, for Sikander was already 
in fhirm^ch against him. Upon the coniines of Persia both 
armies came in sight of each other, when Sikander, in the 
assumed character of an envoy, ^as resolved to ^ascertain the 
exact conditioii of the enemy. Wij^h this view he entered the 
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Persian camp, and DiLrd. allowing the person whom he supposed 
an ambassador, to approach, enquired what message the king of 
Riim had sent to him. Itear me ! ” ^id the pretended envoy : 
“ Sikandcr has not invaded thy empire for the exclusive purpose 
of fighting, but to know its history, its laws, and customs, from 
personal inspection. His object is to travel through the whole 
world. Why then should he make war upon thee ? Give him 
but a fi’ce passage through thy kingdom, and nothing more is 
required. However if it be thy wish to proceed to hostilities, 
he apprehends nothing from the gi'eatness of thy*power.” Daril 
was astonished at the inajestio air and dignity of the envoy, 
never having witnessed his equal, and he anxiously said ; 

“ What is thy name, from whom art thou dcsconcletl ? 

For thjit commandinjy front, that fearless eye, 

Bespeaks illustrious hirtli. Art thou indeed 
Sikander, whom my faiKjy would believe thoc, 

So eloquent in speech, in mien so noble ? ” 

“ No I ” said the envoy, “ no such rank is mine, 

Sikander holds araoiii? his numerous host 
'rhousands superior to the humble slave 
Who stands before thee. It is not for me 
To put upon myself the aii* of kint<s, 

To ape their manners ami their lofty stale.” 

Diiva could not help smiling, and ordered refreshments and 
wine to be brought. He filled a cup and gave it to the envoy, 
who drank it off, but did not, according to custom, return the 
empty goblet to the cup-bearer. The cup-bearer demanded the 
cup, and Diini asked the envoy why he did not give it back. 

It is the custom in my couiitiy,” said the envoy, “ when a 
cup is oCice given into an ambassador's hands, never to receive 
it back again.” Diini \(as still more amused by this explana- 
tion, and presented to him another cup, and successively four, 
which the envoy did not fail to appropriate severally in the* 
same way. In the evening a feast was held, and Sikander 
partook of the delicious refreshments that had been prepared 
for him ; but in the midst of the entertainment one of the 
persons present recognized him, and immediately whis][)ered to 
that his enemy was in his power. 
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Sikandei*s sharp and cautions eye now marked 
The changing scene, and up he sprang, but first 
Snatched the four cups, and rushing h'om the tent, 

Vaulted upon his horse, and rode away. 

So instantaneous was the act, amazed 
The assembly rose, and presently a troop 
Was ordered in pursuit — ^but night, dark night. 

Baffled their search, and checked their eager speed. 

As soon as he reached his own army, he sent for Aristatalis 
and his courtiers, and cxultingly displayed to them tlie four 
golden cups. ‘4 These,” said he, ^‘havc I taken from my enemy, 
I have taken them from his own table, and before liis oivn eyes. 
His strength and numbers too I have ascertained, {ind my suc- 
cess is certain.” No time was now lost in amingomcnts for the 
battle. The armies engaged, and they fought seven days witli- 
out a decisive blow being struck. On the eighth, Dard was 
compelled to fly, and his legions, defeated and harassed, were 
pursued by the Riimis with great slaughter to the banks of the 
Euphrates. Sikander now returned to take possession of the 
capital. Ill the meantime Ddrd collected his scattered forces 
together, and again tried his fortune, but ho was again defeated. 
After his second success, the conqueror devoted himaelt so 
zealously to conciliate and win the affections of the people, that 
they soon ceased to remember their former king with any degree 
of attachment to his interests. Sikander said to them : “ Pei*sia 
indeed is my inheritance : I am no stranger to you, for I am 
myself dqpcended from Dtirab ; you may therefore safely trust 
to my justice and paternal care, in everything that concerns- 
your welfare,” . The result was, that legion after Icgio^'iinited 
in his cause, and consolidated his power. 

WhernDdrA was informed of the universal disafibetion of his 
^army, he said to the remaining friends who were pensonally 
devoted to him: Alas I my subjects have been delud(id by 
the artful dissimulation and skill of Sikander ; your next mis- 
fortune will be, the captivity of your wives and children. Yes, 
your wives and children will be made the slaves* of the con- 
querors.” A few troops, still faithful to their unfortqnate 
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king, offered to make another effoH against the .enemy, and 
DixA was too gratefal and too brave to discountenance tlieir 
enthusiastic fidelity, though with such little chance of success. 
A fragment of an army was consequently brought into action, 
and the result was what had been anticipated. Dilrd was again 
a fugitive ; and after the defeat, escaped with three hundred 
men into the neighbouring desert. Sikander captured his wife 
and family, but magnanimously restored them to the unfortu- 
nate monarch, who, destitute of all further hope, now asked for 
a place of refuge in his own dominions, and foi^that he offered 
him all the buried treasure of his ancestors. Sikander, in reply, 
invited him to his presence ; and promised to restore him to 
his throne, that he might himself be enabled to pursue other 
conquests; bub DilriL refused to go, although advised by his 
nobles to accept the invitation. I am willing to put myself 
to death,” said he with emotion, ‘‘ but I cannot submit to this 
degradation. I cannot go before him, and thus personally ac- 
knowledge his authority over me.” Resolved upon this point, 
he wrote to Faur,* one of the sovereigns of Ind, to request his 
assistance, and Faiir recommended that he should pay him a 
visit for the pui’pose of concerting what measures should be 
adopted. This correspondence having come to the knowledge 
of Sikander, he took care that his enemy should be intercepted 
in whatever direction he might proceed. 

Dtini had two ministers, named Mahiyiir and Jamdsipi&r, 
who, finding that according to the predictions of the rstrologers 
their master would in a few days fall into the handsof Sikander, 
consultfd together, and thought they had better put him to 
death^themselvcs, tn ordt?r that they might get into favour with 
Sikander. It was night, and the soldiera of the escort^^erc dis- 
persed at various distances, and the vizlr^ were stationed on" 
each side of the king. As they travelled on, Jami!Lsi|)w took 

* Fa6r u probably Porus. The demand of Sikander and tbe answer of 
Fadr correepo^ exactly with what is said of Alexander and Forns in European 
history. Firdausi, however, kills him ; but the Greeks make Um become a 
fiietjad of Alexander. 
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on opportnaitj of plunging bis dagger into Ddnl's side, aifd 
Mabiyiir gaye another blow, which Med the monarch, to the 
ground. . They immediately sent the tidings of this event to 
Sikander, who hastened to the spot, and the opening daylight 
presented to his view the wounded king. 

Dismounting quickly, he in sorrow placed 
The head of Ddrd on his lap, and wept 
Tn bitterness of soul, to sec that form 
Mangled with ghastly wounds. 

Diini still iJrcathed ; and when he lifted up his eyes and 
beheld Sikander, he groaned deeply. Sikander said, “ Rise up, 
that we may convey thee to a place of safety, and apply the 
proper remedies to thy wounds.” — “ Alas ! ” replied Djird, “ the 
time for remedies is past. I leave thee to Heaven, and maylfcy 
reign give peace and happiness to the ensfHre.*’ — ** Never/’ said 
Sikander, “ never did I desire to sec thee thus mangled and 
;ihlleu— never to witness this sight I If the Almighty should 
spare thy life, thou shalt again be the monarch of Persia, and 
twill go from hence. On my mother’s word, thou and I are 
sons of the same father. It is this brotherly affection'" which 
now wrings my heart ! ” Saying this, the tears chased each 
other down his cheeks in such abundance that they fell upon 
the face of DilrA. Again, he said, Thy murderers shall meet 
yw’ilh merited vengeance, they shall be punished to the utter- 
most/’ Darii blessed him, and said, “ My end is approaching, 
but thy s^ect discourse and consoling kindness have banished, 
all mjp grief. I shall now die with a mind at rest, "^-eep no 
more— 


•My course is iiuished, thine is scarce begun ; 

Bat hear my dying wish, my last request : 
Preserye thg honour of my family, 

Preserve it from dis^ace. 1 have a daughter 
Dearer to me than life, her name is Boshung; 
Espouse her, I beseech thee — and if Heaven 
Should bless thee with a boy, 0 1 let his name be 
Isf endiydr, that he may propagate ^ 

With zeal the sacred doctrines of Zerdnsht, 
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The Zendavesta, then my soul will be 
Happy in Heaven ; and he, at Kiu-n!iz tide, 

Will also hold the festival I love. 

And at the altar light the Holy Fire ; 

Nor will ho cease his labour, till the faith 
Of LohurAsp be cveiywhere accepted, 

And everywhere believed the true religion.” 

Sikander promised that he would assuredly fulfil the wishes 
he had expressed, and then Dard placed the palm of his 
brother’s hand on his mouth, and shortly afterwards expired. 
Sikander again wept bitterly, and then the bodyi was placed on 
a golden couch, and he attended it in sorrow to the grave. 

After the burial of Dara, the two ministers, Jamusipdr and 
Mahiydr, were brought near the tomb, and executed upon the 
dkr. 

Just vengeance falls upon the guilty head, 

For they their generous monarch’s blood had shed, 

Sikander had now no rival to the throne of Persia, and ho 
commenced his government under the most favourable auspices. 
He continued the same customs and ordinances which weie 
handed down to him, and retained every one in his established 
rank and occupation. He gladdened the heai’t by his justice 
and liberality. Keeping in mind his promise to Dslrd, he now 
wrote to the mother of Eoshung, and communicating to her the 
dying solicitations of the king, requested her to send Eoshung 
to him, that he might fulfil the last wish of his brother. The 
. wife of Dilra immediately complied with the command, and sent 
her daTjghter with various presents to Sikander, and she fras on 
her aj^rival married to the conqueror, according to the customs 
and laws of the empire. Sikander loved her exceedjpgly, and 
on her account remained some time in Persia, but he at length, 
determined to proceed into Ind to conquer that country of 
enchanters and enchantment. 

On approaching Ind he wrote to Kaid, summoning him to 
surrender his kingdom, and received from him the following , 
answer : I will certainly submit to thy authority, but I have 
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four things which no other person in the world possesses, and 
whicli I cannot relinquish. I have a daughter, beautiful as an 
angel of Ptu*adise, a wj^e minister, a skilful physician, and a 
goblet of inestimable value ! ” Upon receiving this extra- 
ordinary rei)ly, Sikaifder again addressed a letter to him, in 
which lie peremptorily required all these things immediately. 
Kaid not daring to refuse, or make any attempt at evasion, 
reluctantly complied with the requisition. Sikander received 
^the minister and the physician with great politeness and 
attention, aiid^n the evening b dd a splendid feast, at which he 
espoused the beautiful daughter of Kaid, and hiking the goblet 
from her hands, drank off the wine with wliich it was filled. 
After that, Kaid himself waited upon Sikander, and personally 
acknowledged his authority and dominion. 

Sikander then proceeded to claim the allegiance and homage 
of Faiir, the king of Kaniij, and wrote to him to anbmit to his 
power ; but Faiir returned a haughty answer, saying : 

“ Kaid Indi is a coward to obey thee, 

But I am P'ailr, desceridcd from a race 
Of matchless warriors ; and shall 1 submit, 

And to a Greek I ” 

Sikander was highly incensed at this bold reply. The force 
he had now with him amounted to eighty thousand men ; that 
sis, thirty thousand Ir«liiians, forty thousand Iturnis, and ten 
' thousand Indis. Faiir had sixty thousand horsemen, and two 
thousand •elephants. The troops of Sikander were greatly. 
teiTifitd at the sight of so many elephants, which gaye the 
enemy such a tremendous superiority, Aristatalis, aAl some 
other ingenious counsellors, were requested to consult together 
to contrive some means of counteracting the power of the war- 
•elephants, and they suggested the construction of an iron 
horse, and the figure of a rider also of iron, to be placed upon 
wheels like*a carriage, and drawn by a number of 1101*668. A 
soldier,* clothed in iron armour, was to follow the j^chicle — his 
bands cmd face besmeared with combustible matter, and this 
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soldier, armed with a long staif, was at an ap^iointcd signal, to 
pierce the belly of the horae and also of the rider, previously 
filled with combustibles, so that when the ignited point came in 
contact with them, the whole engine would make a tremendous 
explosion and blaze in the air. Sikailder approved of this 
invention, and collected all the blacksmiths and artizans in the 
countiy to construct a thousand machines of this description 
with the utmost expedition, and as soon as they wore completed, 
he prepared for action. Faiir too pushed forward with his two 
thousand elephants in advance ; but when the Kaniijians 
beheld such a formidable army they were surprised, and Paiir 
anxiously inquired from his spies what if could be. Upon 
being told that it was Sikaiidcr’s artillery, his troops pushed 
tlie elephants against the eneiiiy with vigour, at which moment 
the combustibles were fired by the Rumis, and the machinery 
exploding, many elc})hants were burnt and destroyed, and the 
remainder, with the troops, fled in confusion. Sikander then 
encountered Faiir, and after a severe contest, slew him, and 
became ruler of the kingdom of Kaniij. 

After the conquest of Kaniij, Sikander went to Mekka, carr}- 
ing thither rich presents and offerings. From thence he pro- 
ceeded to another city, where he was received with great 
homage by the most illustrious of the nation. He inquired of 
them if there was anything wonderful or extraordinary in their 
country, that he might go to see it, and they replied that there 
were two trees in the kingdom, one a male, the other a female, 
from which a voice proceeded. The male-tree spoke in the 
day, aivl the female-tree in the night, and whoever had a* wish, 
wentrtthither to have liis desires accomplished’. Sikander im- 
mediately repaired to the spot, and approaching it, he^jhoped in 
his heart that a considerable part of his life still remained to be, 
enjoyed. AYhen he came under the tree, a terrible sound arose 
and rung in his ears, and he asked the people present what it 
meant. The attendant priest said it implied that fourteen 
years of his life still remained. Sikander, at this intequfetation 
of the prophetic sound, wept, and the bunung ^tears ran down 
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Ill's cheeks. Again he asked, “ Shall I return to Ri\ni, and see 
iny mother and children before I die ? and the answer was, 
“ Tlion wilt die at Kashaii.* 

Nor mother, nor thy family at home 
AVilt thou behold np:ain, for thou wilt die, 

Closing thy course of glory at Kashiin.” , 


Sikaiidcr left the place in sorrow, and pursued his way 
towards Rum. In his progress he arrived at another city, and 
the inhabitants gave him the most honoiniiblc welcome, repre- 
senting to hbn, liowe\'cr, that they w'crc dreadfully afflicted by 
the presence of two domoiis or giants, who constantly assailed 
them in the night, devouring men and goats and w’hatcver 
came in their w’ay. Sikaiidcr asked tlieir names ; and tluiy 
replied, Yiijuj and Miijuj (Gog and Magog), lie immediately 
ordered a barrier to be erected five hundred yards high, and 
three hundred yards wide, and when it was finished he went 
.Away. The giants, notwithstanding all their elTorts, were un- 
able to scale this barrier, and in consequence the inhabitants 
p^irsued their occupations without the fear of molestation. 

To scenes of noble daring still he turned 
His ardent spirit — for he knew not fear. 

Ktill he led on his legions — and now came 
To a strange place, where countless numb(u*s met 
His wondering view — countless inhabitants 
Crowding the city streets, and neighbouring plains ; 

And in the distjiiice presently he saw 
A jofty* mountain reaching to the stars, 

Onwanl proceeding, at its foot he found 
A guardian-dragon, terrible in form, 

Ready w\th open jaws to crush his victim ; 

But unappallcd, Sikaiidcr him bchol^ling 
With stcjidy eye, which scorned to turn aside, 

Sprang forwar<l, and at once the monster slew. 

Ascending then the mountain, many a ridge. 

Oft resting on the way, he reached the summit, 

Wh^re the dead corse of an old saint appeared 


* Kash&n is hero made to be the death-place of Alexander, i^iilst, according 
to the Greek historians, he died suddenly at Babylon, as foretold by tho 
magicians, on the 2Ist April, B.O. 323, in the 32nd year of his age. 
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Wrapt in his grave-clothes, and in gems imbedded. 

In gold and precious jewels glittering round, 

Seeming to snow what man is, mortal man 1 
Wealth, worldly pomp, the bauble&of ambition, 

All left behind, himself a heap of cliist 1 

Konc ever went upon that mountain top, 

But sought for knowledge ; and Sikander hoped 
When he had reached its cloudy eminence. 

To see the visions of futurity 

Arise from that departed, holy man 1 

And soon he heard a voice : “ Thy time is nigh I 

Yet may I thy career on earth unfold. 

It will be thine to conquer many a realm, 

Win many a crown ; thou wilt have many friends 
And numerous foes, and thy devoted head 
Will be uplifted to the very heavens. 

Renowned and glorious shalt thou be ; thy name 
Immortal ; but, alas 1 thy time is nigh 1 ” 

» At these prophetic words Mikandcr wei)t, 

And from that ominous mountain hastened down. 

After that Sikander journeyed on to the city of Kashiin, 
where he fell sick, and in a few days, according to the oracle and 
the prophecy, expired. He had scarcely breathed his last, when 
Aristii, and Bihliyiis the physician, and his family, entered 
Kashin, and found him dead. They beat their faces, and tore 
their hair, and mourned for him forty days. 


The remainder of the Shah Nimeh contains nothing striking 
either in a poetical or historiail point of view, and indeed 
•presents little more than an enumeration of the kings who 
reigne^ in Persia from the time of Sikander to that of Yesdjird, 
embrncing among others, the names of Ardshir, Shalipiir, 
Bahram Gor, Niishervin, and Khosrii Purvlz. 



tHB bhAr RAtmt. 




FIRDAUSI’S INVOCATION. 

Thee I invoke, the Lord of Life and Lijj^htl 
Beyond imagination pure and bright ! 

To thee, sufficing praise no Longne (iiiii give; 

We arc thy creatures, and in thee wc live ! 

Thou art the summit, depth, the all in all, 

Creator, Guardian of this earthly liiill; 

Whatever is, thou art — J'lotector, King, 

From thee all goodness, truth, tnnd mercy spring. 

O pardon tlic misdeeds of him who now 
Bends in thy presence with a suppliant brow. 

Teach him to tread the path thy Prophet trod; 

To wash his heart from sin, to know Jiis Cod ; 

And gently lead him to that home of rest, 

Wliere filled with lioliest rapture dwell the blest. 

Saith not that book divine, from Heaven supplied, 
“Mustafa is the true, the unerring guide, 

The purest, greatest Prophet ! ” Next him came 
Wise Abii Buker, of unblemished name ; 

Then Omer taught the faith, unknown to guile, 

And made the world with vernal freshness smile ; 
Then Othmaii brave th’ imperial priesthood graced ; 
All, Igd by him, the Prophet’s faith embraced. 

The fourth was Ali ; he, the spouse adored 
Of Fatima, then spread the s^ing word. 

Ali, of whom Mahommed spoke elate, 

“ I aan the city of knowledge — ^he my gate.** 

Ali the blest. Whoever sliall recline 
A supplicant ai? his all-powerful shrine, 

Enjoys both this life and the next ; in this, 

All earthly good, in that, eternal bliss ! 


z 2 


From repords true my legends^ I rehearse, 
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And string the pearls of wisdom in my verae, 

That in the glimmering days of life’s decline, 

Its fruits, in wealth and honour, may be mine. 

My verse, a structure pointing to tlie skies ; 

Whose solid strength destroying time defies. 

All praise the noble work, save only those 
Of impious life, or base malignant foes ; 

All blest with learning read, and read again, 

The sovereign smiles, and thus approves my strain : 

“ Eichcr by far, Firdausi, than a mine 
Of precious gems, is this bright lay of thine.” 
Centuries may pass away, but still my page 
Will be the boast of each succeeding age. 

Praise, praise to Mdhmiid, who of like renown, 

In battle or the banquet, fills the throne ; 

Lord of the realms of Chin and Hindustan, 

Sovereign and Lord of Persia and Tiiraii, 

With his loud voice he rends the flintiest ear; 

On land a tiger fierce, untouched by fear, 

And on the wave, he seems the crocodile 
That prowls amidst the waters of the Nile. 

Generous and brave, his equal is unknown ; 

In deeds of princely woiih he stands alone. 

The infant in the cradle lisps his name ; 

The world exults in MAhnuid’s spotless fame. 

In festive hours Heaven smiles upon his tnith j 
lu combat deadly as tl^ dragon’s tooth ; 

Bounteous in all things, his exhaustless hand 
Difluses blessings through the grateful land ; 

And, of the noblest thoughts and actions, lord ; 

The soul of Gabriel breathes in every word. 

May Heaven with added glory crown his days ; 

Pi-aise, praise to mighty Mdhmud — everlasting praise I 
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FIRDAUSI’S SATIRE ON MllIlSltD. 

• 

Know, tymiit as^fchou arfc, this oarthly state 
Is not eternal, Imt of transient date ; 

Fear God, tlieii, and adlict not luiinan-kind? 

To merit J leaven, be thou to Jfeaveii resigned. 

Affli(5t not even the Ant ; thonj^li weak and small. 

It brcatlics and lives, and life is sweet to all. 
Knowinj^my Lein])er, firm, and stern, and bold, 

Did’st thou not, tyrant, tremble to behold 

]\ry sword blood-droppini*; ? Had’st thou not the sense 

To shrink from | 4 :ivin<** man like me ollencc? 

What could impel Llue to an act. so base? 

What, but to earn and prove thy own disgrace ? 

Why was T sentenced to be trod upon, 

And crushed to dcalli by elephants? By one 
Whose power I scorn ! Could'st thou presume that I 
Would be appalled by thee, whom I defy? 

1 am the lion, I, inured to blood. 

And make the impious and the base my food ; 

And I could grind thy limbs, and spread th(*m far 
As Nile’s dark waters their rich treasures bear. 

Fear thee ! I fear not man, but God alone, 

I only bow to his Almighty throne. 

Inspired by Him my ready numbers llow; 

(juarded by Him I dread no earthly foe. 

Thus in tUe pride of song I j^ss ray days, 

Offering to Heaven my gratitude and i)raise. 

• 

From every trace of sense and feeling free, 

When thou dead, what will become of thee ? 

If thou shouldst tear me limb from limb, and cast 
My dust and ashes to the angry blast, 

Firdausi still would live, since on thy name, * 
Mahmfrd, X did not rest my Jiopes of fame 

m • 
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In the bright page of iny heroic song, 

Ihit on the CJod of Heaven, to whom belong 
TIouikUcss thanksgivings, aiid on Sim whose love 
Hii])])orts the Faithful in the realms above, 

Tile mighty J^j’opliet ! none wlio o’er reposed 
On Him, exLsteiioc without hope has closed. 

And thou would’sb liurl me underneath the tread 
Of the wild elephant, till I w'erc dead ! 

I )(‘ad ! by tliat insult roused, I sliould become 
An elephant in poAver, and seal thy doom — 
jMiihniiid ! if fear of man hath never awed 
1’hy heart, at least fear thy fVeator, God. 

Full many a Avarrior of illnsLriuus worth. 

Full many of humble, of imperial birth : 

Tiir, Selim, eTemslud, MimicJiihr the brave, 

Have died ; for notliing had the jmwer to saA^e 
These mighty monarchs fi-om the common doom ; 
They died, but blest in memory still they bloom. 
Thus kings too ])erish — none on earth remain, 
Since all things human seek the dust again. 

O, had thy father graced a kingly throne. 

Thy mother been for royal virtues known, 

A different fate the poet then had shared. 

Honours and wealth had been liis just reward ; 

But how remote from thee a glorious line ! 

No' high, ennobling ancestry is thine ; 

From a vile stock thy bold career began, 

A Blacksmith was thy sire of Isfahan. 

Alas ! from vice can goodness ever spring ? 

Is mercy hoped for in a tyrant king ? 

Can water wash the Ethiopian white ? 

Can we yemovc the darkness from the night ? 

The tree to wdiich a bitter fruit is given, 

Would still be bitter ixi the bowers of Heaven > 
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And a bad heart keeps on its vicious course ; 

Or if it changes, changes for the wotTse ; 

Whilst streams of ifiilk, where Eden^s flowrets blow, 
Acquire more licgiietl sweetness as they flow. 

The reckless king who gi'inds tlie poor like thee, 
Must ever be consigned to infamy ! 

Now mark Firdausi’s strain, his Book of Kings 
Will ever soar upon triiiini)hant wings. 

All who Have listened to its various lore 
liejoice, the wise grow wiser than before ; 

Heroes of other times, of ancient days, 

For ever flourish in my sounding lays ; 

Have I not sung of Kiiiis, Tiia, and ftlw ; 

Of matchless Rustem, faithful, still, and true. 

Of the great Demon -binder, who could throw 
His kamund to the Heavens, and seize his foe I 
Of Hdsheng, Foridiin, and Sam Suwilr, 

Lohurasp, Kai-khosi*au, and Tsfendiyiir; 

Gushtclsp, Arj^isp, and him of mighty name, 

Giidarz, with eighty sons of martial fame ! 

Tlie toil of thirty yearn is now complete, 

Record sublime of many a warlike feat, 

Written midst toil and trouble, but the strain 
Awsfkens every heart, and will remain 
A lasting stimulus to glorious deeds ; 

For even the bashful maid, who kindling reads. 
Becomes a warrior. Thirty yearS of care, 

Ur^ed on by royal promise, did I bear, 

And now, deceived and sconfed, the aged bard 
I5 basely cheated of his pledged reward ! 
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THE STORY OF SOHRIB, 

<r 

The following is the translation of the story of SolinU) iiien- 
tioiied in the Preface, and abridged in *0110 body of the work. 
It forms perhaps one of the most beautifnl and interesting 
episodes in the Shjih Niiineh. Had the poet been able to de])ict 
the nieer varieties of emotion and passion, the more refined 
Avorkings of the mind under the influence of disappointment, 
love, and despair, the poem Avould have been still i,nore deserving 
of i^raise. But, as Dr. Johnson observes of Milton, “ ho knew 
human nature only in the gross, and had never studied the 
shades of character, nor the combinations of concurring, or the 
perplexity of contending passions ; yet is there much to 
admire. Sir William Jones had planned a tragedy of Sohrfib, 
and intended to have ai ranged it Avith a chorus of the Magi, or 
rirc-Avorsliippers, but it Avas found unfinished at the time of his 
death. 

It may be here observed, that the rules of poelical ti’ansla- 
tion are now pretty generally understood. Even in Europeaif 
languages, AA'hich are not essentially dissimilar in idiom and 
imagery, considerable latitude of expression is ahvays allowed. 
Those Avho best know the peculiarities of the Persian Avill 
acknowledge how requisite it is to adopt a still greater freedom 
of interpi'ctation in conA^eying Eastern notions into English 
verse. I have consequently paid more attention to sentiments 
tJian words, to ideas than expressions, avoiding all the i*epetitions 
and redvindancics Avhich could not be preseiwed Avith any dcgi’ce 
of suepess ; for it Avas incumbent upon me to keep in mind 
that I Avns writing a poem in English, and that EnglishrPersian 
Avill no more do than English-Greek. It Avas said of Daeier, 
I’especting his translation of Plutarch, that his book was not 
found to be French-Greek. He had carefully followed that rule, 
Avhicli no translator ought to lose sight of, the great rule of 
humouring the genius, and maintaining the structure, of his 
own language.'’ 
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O YB, who dwell iif Youth’s imutinff bowcre, 

Waste! not, in useless joy, your lleetiiig liours. 

But rather let tlic tears of sorrow roll, 

And sad reflexion fill the conscious soul. 

For many a jocund spring has i)asscd away, 

And many a flower has blossomed, to decay ; 

And human life, still hastening to a close, 
l^^inds in the worthless dust its bust rc2>osc. 

Still the vain world abounds in strife and hate, 

And sire and son jwovoke each other’s fafc; 

And kindred blood by kindred hands is shed, 

And vengeance sleei)s not — dies not, with tlio dead. 
All nature fades— the garden’s tveusiires fall, 

Young bud, and citron ri})e — all perish, all. 

And now a talc of sorrow must be told, 

A tale of tears, derived from IMiibid old, 

And thus reinembered. — 

With the dawn of day, 

Rustem arose, and Avaiidcring took his ^vay, 

Armed for the chase, where Rlo2)ing to the sky, 
Tiiran’s lone wilds in sullen grandeur lie ; 

There, to dispel his melancholy mood, 

lie urged his matchless steed through gleii and w'ood. 

Flt&hed with the noble game which met his view, 

•He starts the wild-ass o’er the glistening dew ; 

And, oft exulting, sees his quivering dart. 

Plunge through the glossy skin,*and incrce the heaffc.- 
Tired of the sport, at length, he sought the shade. 
Which near % stream embowering trees displayed, 

4 iid with his arrow’s point, a fire he raised, 

thorns and grass before him quickly blazed. 

The severed parts upon a bough he cast, 

To catch the flames ; and when the righ repast 
Was dre&t; with flesh and marrow, savory food. 
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He quelled his hunger; and the sparkling flood 
That murmured at his feet, his thirst represt ; 

Then gentle sleep composed his limbs to rest. 

Meanwhile his horse, for speed and .form renown’d, 
Ranged o’er the plain with flowery herbage crown’d, 
Encumbering arms no more his sides opprest, 

No folding mail confined his ample chest,* 

Gallant and free, he left the Champion’s side, 

And cropp’d the mead, or sought the cooling tide ; 

When lo ! it chanced amid that woodland chase, 

A band of horsemen, rambling near the place. 

Saw, with surprise, superior game astray, 

And rushed at once to seize the noble prey ; 

But, in the imminent struggle, two beneath 
His steel-clad hoofs received the stroke of death ; 

One proved a stei’ncr fate — for downward borne. 

The mangled head was from the shoulders torn. 

Still undismayed, again they nimbly sprung, 

And round his neck the noose entangling flung j 
Now, all in vain, he spurns the smoking ground, 

In vain the tumult echoes all around ; 

They bear him off, and view, with ardent eyes. 

His matchless beauty and majestic size ; 

Then soothe his fury, anxious to obtain, 

A bounding steed of his immortal strain. 

When Rustem woke, and miss’d his favorite hoi3e, 

The loved com])anion of his glorious course ; 

Son owing he rose, and, hastening thence, began 
To shape his dubious way to Samengiin ; 

“ Reduced to journey thus, alone ! ” he said, 

“ How pierce the gloom which thickens jpound my head ; 
Burthen’d, on foot, a dreary, waste in vi6w, ^ , 

Where shall I bend my steps, what path pursue 7 

* The armour bailed. Burgustuw&h almost coTered the horse, ahd was 
usually made of leather aad felt-e^thi 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 


S47 


“ The scoffing Turks will cry, ‘ llchold our might ! 

‘ AV'e won the lro])hy from the ('ihampion-kiiight ! 
“ ‘ From him wluf, reckless of his fjime and ]>rid(*, 

“ ‘ Thus idly sUj)t, and thus ignobly died.’ ” 
(Jirdiiig his loius he gnfhorcd from the field, 
iris quivered sLoi'cs, his heniuy sword and shield, 
lliiriiess and saddle-gear wore o’er him slung, 

Ih’idlc and mail across his shoulders hung.* 

Then looking round, witl anxious eye, to meet. 

The bro'hd impression of his charger’s feet,t 
The track he hail’d, and following, onward prcst, 
While grief and ho]>e alternate filled his hreast. 

(Ter vale and wild-wood led, he soon descries, 
The regal (dty’s shining turrets rise. 

And when the (lianquon’s near approach is known, 
The usual homage waits him to the throne. 

The king, on foot, received his welcotnc guest 
With proffered friendship, and his coming blest : 
lUit Itustcm frowned, and with resentment fired, 
Spoke of his wrongs, the laundered steed required. 
“ I’ve traced his footsteps to your royal town, 

“ Here must he be, protected by your crown ; 

“ But if retained, if not from fettere freed, 

“ My vengeance shall o’ertakc tlie felon-deed.” 


* In t8is hunting excursion he is completely nrined, being supplied with 
spcai^ sword, shield, mace, bow and arrows. Like tlio kuight-errants of 
after times, he seldom even slept unarmed. Single combat and the romantic 
enterprises of Euroiiean Chivalry may indeed bo traced to the East. Eustem 
was a most illustrious example of all that is pious, disinterested, ana heroic. 
The advdhturc now describing is highly characteristic of a chivalrous age. In 
the Dissertation prefixed to Kichardson’s Dictionary, mention is made of a 
famous Arabian Knigh^-eiTant called Abu Mahommud Albatsil, “ who wandered 
every where in quesi« of adventures^ and redressing grievances. He was killed 
in the yeai>738.” . 

*1* the Story of the Horse in Zadig, which is doubtless of Oriental origin, 
the* upper parts of Hindustan, it is said that the people arc exceedingly 
expert m discovering robbers by tracing the marks of their hhrscs* feet. These 
mounted robbers are called Kussaks. The Itussian Cossavk is probably 
derived from fixe same word. 
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** My honored gaesfc ! ” the wondering King replied, — 

“ Shall Rustem’s wants or wishes be denied ? 

“ Rut let not auger, headlong, fierce, and blind, 

O’crcloud the virtues of a generous mind. 

“ If still Avi thill the limits of my reign, 

“ The well known coiiracr shall be thine again : 

For Rakush never can remain concealed, 

“ No more than Rustem in the battle-field ! 

“ Tlien cease to nourish useless rage, and share 
** With joyous heart my hospitable fare.” 

’flic son of ^^iil now felt his wrath subdued, 

And glad sensations in his soul renewed. 

I’lie ready herald by the King’s command, 

Convened the Chiefs and Warriors of the land; 

And soon the banquet social glee restored, 

And China wine-cups glittered on the board ; 

And cheerful song, and music’s magic power, 

And sparkling wine, beguiled the festive liour.t 
I’ho dulcet draughts o’er Rustem’s senses stole, 

And melting strains absorbed his softened soul. 

But when appi’oached the period of repose, 

All, prompt and mindful, from the banquet rose ; 

A couch was spread well Avorthy such a guest, 

Perfimicd Avith rose and musk; and Avhi’s'i at rest, 

Iirdeop sound sleep, the Avearied Champion lay, 

Forgot Averc all the soitoavb of the Avay. 

One Avutch had j)assed, and still SAveet slumber shed 
Its Kiagic power around the hero’s head — . 

's 

* Thus Ak'inous convenes the chiefs of Pliseacia in honour of Ulysses. 

+ The original gives to the singers black eyes and checks like roses. These 
women aro generally known by the term Lilian, jicrhaps referring to their 
beauty, as Luld signifies a pearl, a gem, a jewel ; tla'iigh Ldlti is also the 
imine of a people or tribe of Persia. . • 

Thus Hafiz : 

**Oh, these wanton damsels, llattorcrs, and disturbera of the dty.” 

The guests drank ** grief-removing wine.” The Nepenthe of Homer.— 
Odyssey, iv. 221. 
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When forth Tahmineh came, — a damsel held 
An amber taper, which the gloom dispelled, 

And near his pilloiiv stood ; in beauty bright, 

The monarcli’s.dauglitcr struck his wondering siglit. 
Clear as the moon, in glo\ving charms arrayed, 

Her winning eyes the light of heaven disphiyed ; 

Her cypress form entranced the gazer’s view,* 

Her waving curls, the heart, resistless, drew, 

Her eye-brows like the A^’chcr’s bended bow; 

Her ringlets, snares; her cheek, the rose’s glow,t 
iMixed with the lily, — from her ear-tips hung 
Kings rich and glittering, star-like ; and her tongue, 
And lips, all sugared sweetness — pearls the while 
Sparkled within a mouth formed to beguile. 

Her presence dimmed the stars, and breathing round 
Fragmiicc and joy, she scarcely touched the ground, J 
So light her step, so gracerul — every part 
Perfect, and suited to her spotless heart. 

Rustem, surprised, the gentle maid addressed, 

And asked what lovely stranger broke his rest. 

“ What is thy name,” he said, — ‘‘ what dost thou seek 
“ Amidst the gloom of night ? Fair vision speak ! ” 

“ 0 thou,” she softly sigh’d, “ of matchless fame ! 

‘‘ With pity hear, Tahmineh is my name I 


♦ TliciJfcritus in Idyllium, xviii. 30, compares Helen to the Cypress, hut 
with J 18 , tlie Cypress is uniformly consecrated Lu sorrow, amongst the Asiatfes 
to joy and gladness. ■ 

T “Ensnaring ringlets.” Thus Shakspcarc ; 

• 

• Hero in her halra, 

The painter idays the S]iider— and hath woven 
A g(U(lcu mesh to eiitrnp the hearts of men, 

Paste; than gnats in cobwebs : But lier eyes I 

Mshchant op Venice, ill., 2. 

Beauty and fragrance are amongst the poets inseparable. The Fenians 
e^ed even the Greeks in their love of perfume, though Anacreon thought 
it so indispensable a xjart of beauty, that in directing thcdlhodian Artist to 
paint the mistress of his heart, he wishes even her fragrance to be pourtrayed. 



850 


THE snAn nXmm. 


“ The pangs of love my anxious heart employ, 

“ And flattering promise long-expected joy ; 

“ No carious eye 1ms yet these features seen, 

“ My voice unheard, beyond the sacred screen.- 
“ How often have I listened with amaze, 

“ To thy great deeds, enamoured of thy praise ; 

“ How oft from every tongue l’v(i lioard the strain, 

‘‘ And thought of thee — and sighed, and sighed again. 
The ravenous eagle, liovering o’er his prey, 

Starts at thy gleaming sword and flics awaj ; 

Thou art the slayer of the Demon brood, 

“ And the fierce monsters of the echoing wood. 
“Where’er thy mace is seen, shrink back the bohl, 

* “ Thy javelin’s flash all treml)le to behold. 

Buchanted with the stories of thy fame, 

My fluttering heart responded to thy name ; 

“ And whilst their magic influence I felt, 

“ In prayer for thee devotedly I knelt ; 

“ And fervent vowed, thus powerful glory charms, 

“ No other spouse should bless my longing arms.f 


* As a proof of her innocence Tahmfrieh declares to Rustem, “No person 
has ever seen me out of my private chamber, or even heard the souncl of my 
voice." It is but just to remark, that the seclusion in which women of rank 
continue in Pci-sia, and other parls of the Kast, is not, by them, considered 
intf)lcrjil)le, or even a hardship. Custom luis not only rendered it familiar, 
but happy. It has nothing of the unprofitable severity of the cloister. The 
Zenanas are supplied with every thing that can please and gratify a icasonablc 
Wish, and it is well known that the women of the east have infiuence and 
power, more flattering and solid, than the free unsecludcd beauties ot the 
western wodd. 

f bll^Unguished valour and rehievements in war have always commanded 
admimtion, and there are many instances in which women h^ve, like 
Tahmfneb, fallen in love with a hero’s gloiy. Josephus has recorded that 
the king's daughter betrayed the city of Saba, in Ethiopia, into the hands of 
Moses, having become enamoured of him by seeing froih the walls the valour 
and bravery which ho displayed at the head of the Egyptian army. DiJo was 
won by the celebrity of J^ncos. Kotzebue has drawn Elvira enamoured of the 
fhme and glqry of Fizarro. Her passion is described with great strength and 
feeling. When jvt last she discovers the savage, the merciless disposition of 
the coirqueror, ishe thus addresses hiui. “Thinkest thou that my love will 
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“ Indulgent heaven propitious to my prayer, 

Now brings thee hither to reward my care. 

Tiinln’s dominions thou hast soiiglit, alone, 

By night, in darkness — thou, the mighty one I 
“ 0 claim my hiind, and grant my sours desire ; 

Ask me in matriage of my royal sire ; 

“ Perhaps a boy our wedded love may crown, 

“ WJiose strength like thine may gain the world’s renown. 
‘^Nay more--for Samengjin will keei) my word, — 

Rakiish to thee again shall be restored.” 

The damsel thus her ardent thought expressed, 

And Rustem’s heart beat joyous in his breast, 

Hearing her passion — not a word was lost, 

And Raknsh safe, by him still valued most; 

He called her near ; with gracefid step she came, 

And marked with throbbing pulse his kindled flame. 

And now a Aliibid, from the (fliampion-knight, 

Requests the royal siinclion to the rite ; * 

O’erjoyed, the king the honoured suit approves, 

O’erjoyed to bless the doting child he loves, 

And happier still, in showering smiles around, 

To be allied to warrior so renowned. 

survive thy fame ? No I thy glory is my idol t I now find tliee a deception, 
and Elvira is lost to thee for ever I 
The lovely Desdemona affords another instance. 

0th. Her futhcr loved me ; oft invited me ; 

Still questioned me the story of my life, 

From year to year ; the battles, sieges, fortunes, 

That 1 had passed. 

I ran It through even from my boyisli days, 

Wherein I spoke of most difuwtrous cbaiiecs, 

Of moving accidents by flood and field. 

She wished she had not hoard it ; yet she wished, 

Thfit heaven had made her such a man ; she thanked me : 

She loved me for the dangers I had passed ; 

And 1 loved her that she did pity them. OTn£Lj.o, act i. sc. 3. 

* The marriage ceremony was performed conformably to the laws of the 
country. There was nothing of, 

Poajugium vocat: hoc pnetexit nomine culpaiii. • 

, ViKOiL, ASd. iv. 172. 
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When the delighted father, doubly blest, 

Resigned his daughter to his glorious guest. 

The people shared the gladness whjch it gave, 

The union of the beauteous and the brave. 

To grace their nuptial day — ^both old* and young, 

The hymciical gratulations sung : 

May tliis young moon bring happiness and joy, 

“ And every source of enmity destroy.” 

The marriage-bower received the happy pair. 

And love and transport shower’d their blessings there. 
Ere from his lofty sphere the morn had thrown 
llis glittering radiance, and in splendour shone. 

The mindful Champion, from his sinewy arm, 

Jlis bracelet drew, the soul-ennobling charm ; 

And, as he held the wondrous gift with pride, 

1 le thus address’d his love-devoted bride ! 

‘‘ Take this,” he said, ^*and if, by gracious heaven, 

A daughter for thy solace should be given, 
lict it among her rhiglcts be displayed, 

“ And joy and honour will aAvait the maid ; 

“ But should kind fate increase the nuptial-joy, 

“ And make thee mother of a blooming boy. 

Around his arm this magic bracelet bind, 

“ To fire with virtuous deeds his ripening mind ; 

“ The strength of Sslin will neiwe his manly form, 

“ In temper mild, in valour like the storm ; 

“ Ilis not the dastard fate to shrink, or turn 
“ From where the lions of the battle bum ; 

*‘^‘^To him the soaring eagle li’om the sky 
“ Will stoop, the bravest yield to him, or fiy ; 

“ Thus shall his bright career imperious claim 
“ The well-won honours of immortal fame ! ” 

Ardent he said, and kissed her eyes and faoe^ 

And lingering held her in a fond embrace. 

Whem the bright sun his radiant brow displayed^ 
And earth in all its loveliest hues arrayed, 
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The Champion rose to leave his spouse’s side, 

The warm affections of his weeping bride. 

For her, too soon the winged moments flew, 

Too soon, alas ! the parting hour she knew ; 

Clasped in his arms, with many a sfci-eaming tear. 

She tried, in vaid, to win his deafen’d ear ; ^ 

Still tried, ah fruitless struggle ! to impart, 

The swelling anguish of her bursting heart. 

The father now with gratulations due 
Rustem s^proaches, and displays to view 
The fiery war-horse, — welcome as the light 
Of heaven, to one immersed in deepest night ; 

The Chamj)iou, wild witJi joy, fits on the rein, 

And girds the saddle on his back again ; 

Then mounts, and leaving sire and wife behind. 

Onward to Sistan rushes like the wind. 

But when returned to Zabul’s friendly shade, 

None knew what joys the Warrior had delayed ; 

Still, fond remembrance, with endearing thought, 

Oft to his mind the scene of rapture brought.* 

When nine slow-circling months had roll’d away, 
Sweet-smiling pleasure hailed the brightening day — 

A wondrous boy Tahmineh’s tears supprest, 

And lull’d the sorrows of her heart to rest ; 

To him, predestined to be great and brave. 

The name Sohrdb his tender mother gave ; 

Aud as he grew, amazed, the gathering throng, 

View’d his large limbs, his sinews firm and strong^* 

His infant* years no soft endearment claimed : 

Atl^etic sports his eager soul inflamed ; 

Broad at the chest and taper round the loins, 

Where to the lising hip the body joins ; 

Hunter and wrestle ; and so great his speed, 

He coidd overtake, and hold the swiftest steed. 

\ 

In tiko Argonaatics of Appolloiiius Rhodius, the tender parting of Jason 
ind Hypsipyle, is very similar to that of Rustem and Tahmineh. 

A A 
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His noble aspect, and majestic grace, 

Betrayed the oftspriiig of a glorious race. 

How, with a mother’s ever anxiou«» love, 

Still to retain him near her heart she strove I 
For when the father’s fond inquiry came, 

Cautious*, • she still concealed his birth and name, 

And feign’d a daughter born, the evil fraught 
With misery to avert — ^but vain the thought ; 

Not many years had passed, Avith downy iliglit, 

Ere he, Tahmineh’s wonder and delight, 

With glistening eye, and youthful ardour warm, 
Pilled her foreboding bosom with alarm. 

“ O now relieve my heart ! ” he said, ‘‘ declare, 

" From whom I sprang and breathe the vital air. 

" Since, from my childhood I have ever been, 
Amidst my play-mates of superior mien ; 

Should friend or foe demand my father’s name, 

Let not my silence testify my shame ! 

“ If still concealed, you falter, still delay, 

** A mother’s blood shall wash the crime aAvay.” 

This wrath forego,” the mother answering cried, 
“ And joyful hear to whom thou art allied. 

A glorious line precedes thy destined birth, 

“ The mightiest heroes of the sons of earth. 

“ The deeds of Siim remotest realms admire, 

And Ziil, and Rustem thy illustrious sire I ” 

In private, then, she Rustem’s letter placed 
Bpfore his view, and brought with eager haste 
Three sparkling rubies, wedges three of gold, 

From Persia sent — Behold,?’ she said, “ behold 
Thy father’s gifts, will these thy doubts remove 
The costly pledges of paternal love !*" 

Behold this bracelet charm, of sovereigij power 
** To baffle fate in danger’s awful hour ; 

** But thou must still the perikms secret keep, 

" Nor ask the harvest of renown to reap ; 
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For when, by this peculiar signet knowni 
Thy glorious father shall demand his son. 

Doomed from hen only joy in life to part, 

0 think what pangs will rend thy mother’s heart I — 

“ Seek not the fame which only teems with woe | 
Afrdsiydb is Rustem’s deadliest foe I 
“ And if by him discovered, him I dread, 

‘‘Revenge will fall upon thy guiltless head.” 

The youth replied : “ In ain tliy sighs and tears, 

“ The scoi’et breathes and mocks thy idle fears. 

" No human power can fate’s decrees control, 

“ Or check tlie kindled ardour of my soul. 

“ I’hen wliy from me the l)ursting truth conceal ? 

“ !My father’s foes even now my vengeance feel ; 

” Even now in wrath my native legions rise, 

“ And sounds of desolation strike tlie skies ; 

“ Kalis hiinsclf, hurled from his ivory throne, 

“ SliJill yield to Rustem the imperial crown, 

“ And thou, my mother, still in triumph seen, 

“ Of lovely Persia hailed the honoured queen I 
“ Then shall Tiirdn unite beneath my band, 

“ And drive this proud oppressor from the land I 
“ Father and Son, in virtuous league combined, 

“ No savage despot shall enslave mankind ; 

“ When Sun and Moon o’er heaven refulgent blaze, 

“ Shull little Stars obtrude their feeble rays ? * 

* In Percy's Collection, there is an old song which contains a simifay i 

Ye meuiicr l)cauiies of the iiiglit, 

Wbich eatisly our eyes I 
More by your number than your light, 

Like common people of tlui Kkies, 
liThut are ye when the Moon dutli rise? 

• 

Thns Lner^us, speaking of Epicurus. 

Qui genus humanum ingenio sui)cravit, et omneis 
Frasstlnzit, Stellas exortus uti wthenus Sol. 

Dii llEB. Nat. IIL 1060. 

A A 2* 
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He paused, and then ; " 0 mother, I must now 
** My father seek, and see his lofty brow ; 

Be mine a horse, such as a prince demands, 

" Fib for the dusty field, a warrior’s hands; 

“ Strong as an elephant his form should be. 

And chested like the stag, in motion free, 

" And swift as bird, or fish ; it would disgrace 
A warrior bold on foot to show his face.” 

The mother, seeing how his heart was bent. 

His day-star rising in the firmament. 

Commands the stables to be searched to find 
Among the steeds one suited to his mind ; 

Pressing their backs he tries their strength and nerve. 
Bent double to the ground their bellies curve ; 

Not one, fi*om neighbouring plain and mountain brought. 
Equals the wish with which his soul is fraught ; 

Fruitless on every side he anxious turns, 

Fruitless, his brain with wild impatience bums, 

But when at length they bring the destined steed. 

From Rakush bred, of lightning's winged speed, 

Fleet, as the arrow from the bow-string flies. 

Fleet, as the eagle darting through the skies. 

Rejoiced he springs, and, with a nimble bound. 

Vaults in his seat, and wheels the courser round ; 

With such a home — thus mounted, what remains? 

“ KAfis, the Persian King, no longer reigns ! ” 

High flushed he speaks — ^with youthful pride elate, 

Eager to crush the Monarch’s glittering state ; 

He grasps his javelin with a hero’s might. 

And pants with ardour for the field of fight. 

Soon o’er the realm his fame expanding spread, 

And gathering thousands hasten’d to his aid. 

His Grond-sim, pleased, beheld the warrior-train 
Successive throng and darken all the plain ; 

And bounteoiisly his treasures he supplied, 

Camels, and steeds, and gold. — In martial pride, 
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Sohi-sib was seen— a Grecian helmet graced 
His brow — and costliest mail his limbs embraced. 

AfrdsiyAb now h^ars with ardent joy, 

The bold ambition of the warrior-boy, 

Of him who, perfumed with the milky breath 
Of infancy, was fhreatening war and death, -- • 

And bureting sudden from his mother’s side, 

Had launched his bark upon the perilous tide. 

The insidious King sees well the tempting hour, 
Favouring his arms against the Persian power, 

And thence, inJiaste, the enterprise to share, 

Twelve thousand veterans selects with care ; 

To Humiln and Barmiln the charge consigns, 

And thus his force with Samengiiii combines; 

But treacherous first Iiis martial chiefs he prest, 

To keep the secret fast within their breast: — 

“ For this bold youth must not his father know, 

“ Each must confroiit the other as his foe, — 

‘‘ Such is my vengeance ! With unhallowed rage, 
Father and Son shall dreadful battle wage ! 

“ Unknown the youth shall Rustem’s force withstand, 
“ And soon o’crwhelm the bulwark of the land. 

“ Rustem removed, tlic I’ersian throne is ours, 

“ An easy conquest to confederate powers ; 

And then, secured by some propitious snare, 

“ Sohrab himself our galling bonds shall wear. 

“ Or should the Son by Rustem’s falchion bleed. 

The father’s horror at that fatal deed. 

Will rend his soul, and ’midst hjis sacred grief, 

I^liis iu vain will supplicate relief.” 

The tutored chiefs advjiiice with speed, and bring 
Imperial presents to the future kiiig ; * 


Aipongst the nations of the East, nothing can be «1one without presents 
bcftveen.the parties, whether the negotiation be of a politicajt commercial, or 
of a domestic nature. Uoiucr tpeaks of preseuts, bu) they are only proffered 
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In stately pomp the embassy proceeds ; 

Ten lotided camels, ten unrivalled steeds, 

A golden crown, and thtone, whose jewels bright 
Gleam in the sun, and shed a sparkling light. 

A lotLor too the Crafty tyrant sends, 

And fi*au(fful thus the glorious aim commends. — 

‘‘ If Persia’s spoils invite thee to the field, 

“ Accept the aid my conquering legions yield ; 

“ Led by two Chiefs of valour and renown, 

Upon thy head to place the kingly crown.” 

Elate with promised fame, the youth surveys 
The regal vest, the throne’s irradiant blaze, 

The golden crown, the steeds, the sumptuous load • 

Of ten strong camels, craftily bestowed ; 

Salutes the Chiefs, and views on every side, 

The lengthening ranks with various arms supplied. 

The march begins— the brazen drums I’osound,* 

His moving thousands hide the trembling ground ; 

Foj* Persia’s verdant land bo wdclds the spear, 

And blood and havoc mark his groaning rear.f 
To check the Invader’s hoiTor-spreading courae, 

The barrier-fort opposed unequal force ; 

That fort wliose walls, extending wide, contained 
The stay of Peraia, men to battle trained. 

conditionally, as in the Iliad, 'where UlysscE and Ajat: endeavour to conciliate 
Achilles. 

Ten weighty talents of Oie purest gold. 

And twice ten vases of refulgent mould ; 

Twelve steeds unmatched In flcctnuss and In force, 

And still victor uus in the dusty cuui-se, 

All these, to buy his n-iendship, shall be paid. 

Pope, Illau, ix. 122. 

Hut in the Kast, the presents precede the negotiation. 

* Kus is a tymbai, or large brass drum, which is beat in the palaces oi 
camps of Eastern Princes. 

t It appears throughout the Shdh Ndmeh that whenever any army was put 
Iti motion, the inhabitants and the country, whether hostile or friendly, were 
equfdly given up, to plunder and devastation. 

** Every thllig in their progress was burnt and destroyed.' 
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Soon as Hujir the dusky crowd descried, 

Tie on his own presumptuous arm relied, 

And left the fort ; jii mail with shield and spear, 

Vauntinuf he spoke, — “ What hostile force is liere ? 

'MVhat (.Jhieftain dares our warlike realms iiimle ?” 

And who art ttiou ? ** Sohriih indignant said, 

Jlusliing toivards him iviLh undaunted look — 

“ Hast thou, audacious ! nerve and soul to brook 
“ The crocodile in fight, tln.j to the strife 
“ Singly •thou comest, reckless of thy life ? ” 

To this this foe replied — “A Tiirk and I 
“ Have never yet been hound in friiuidly tic ; 

“And soon thy head shall, severed by my sword, 

“ (J lad don the sight of E*ersia’s mighty lord, 

“ While thy torn limbs to vultiir(‘S shall be given, 

“ Or bleach beneath the ])arcliing Idast of heaven.’* 

The yoiilhftd hero laughing Jiears the boast,* 

And i]ow by each continual s|)ears are tost, 

Mingling together ; like a flood of fire 
The boaster moots his adversary’s ire ; 

The horse on ivhich he rides, with thundering pace, 

Seems like a mountain moving from its base ; t 
Sternly he seeks the stripling’s loins to wound, 

But the lance hurtlcss drops upon the ground ; 

Sohrilb, advancing, hurls his steady spear 
Fuil on the middle of the vain Ilujlr, 

^Who staggci*8 in his seat. With proud disdain 
The youth noiv flings him headlong on the jjlain,^* 

* The^circumstances in Sohr&b's fir^t encounter somewhat resemble the 
first engagement of young Ascanius with the boaster Numaiius. Virgil, ^n. ix. 
592. 

+ The simile of a nfbving mountain occurs in the Iliad. Hector with his 
wliite yliiiyes, is compared to a moving monutuiii topt with snow. Book xiii. 
754. But Virgil has added considcraldy to this image. The Trojan hero 
n^ves. towards Tumus. 

QuantiiH Athos, ant qiiaiitus Erjx, ant ijwc rru iiscft 

Qnutii fi'einit ilieibus, qiiaiilti.s, ciivali 

ik'rticc se adtollens pater Axqiepninus od auras. .£n..xll. 70L 
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And quick dismounting, on his heaving breast 
Triumphant stands, his Khunjer firmly prest, 

To strike the head oflF, — but the b^ow was stayed — 
Trembling, for life, the craven boaster prayed. 

That Tpcrcy granted eased his coward mind, 

Though, \lire disgrace, in captive boilds confined, 
And sent to Hiimsln, who amazed beheld 
How soon Sohriib his daring soul had quelled. 

When Gurd-afnd, a peerless warrior-dame, 

Heard of the conflict, and the hero’s shame. 

Groans heaved licr breast, luid tesirs of .anger flowed, 
Her tulip chock with deeper crimson glowed ; 
Speedful, in arms magnificent arrayed, 

A foaming palfrey bore the martial maid ; 

The Inirnishcd mail her tender limbs embraced, 
Beneath her helm her clustering locks she ])laccd ; 
Poised in her hand an iron javelin gleamed, 

And o’er the ground its sparkling lustre streamed ; 
Accoutred thus in manly guise, no eye 
However piercing could her sex descry ; 

Now, like a lion, from the fort she bends, 

And ’midst thq foe impetuously desccjuis ; 

Fearless of soul, demands with haughty tone. 

The bravest chief, for war-like valour known, 

To try the chance of fight. In shining arms. 

Again Sohrab the glow of battle warms ; 

With scornful smiles, Another deOr ! ” he cries, ' 
Come to my victor-toils, another prize I ” 


* Thus hid in arms, she seemed a goodly knight, ^ 

And *fit for any warlike exercise ; 

But when she list lay down hci' armour bright, 

And back resume her peaceful maiden's guidO ; 

The fairest maid she was that ever yet, 

Prison’d her locks within a plden net. 

Or let them waving hang, with roses f^ beset. 

Fletcher’s Pmple bland, Cant z. 
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The damfiel saw his noose insidious spread, 

And soon her arrows whizzed around his head ; 

With steady skill ^iie twanging bow she drew, 

And still her pointed darts uncning flew ; 

For when in forest sports she touched the string, 
Never escaped dVen bird upon the wing ; 

Furious he burned, and high his buckler held, 

To ward the storm, by growing force impell’d ; 

And tilted forward with au;^inentcd wrath, 

But Gusd-afrid aspires to cross his patli ; 

Now o’er her hack tlie slacken’d bow resounds ; 

Slie grasps her la^hcc, her goaded coui’scr bounds, 
Driven on the youtli with persevering might — 
Uncuiiquer’d courage still prolongs the fight ; 

The stripling Chief shields off the tlireaten’d blow, 
Reins in his steed, then rushes on the foe 5 
With outstretch’d arm, he bending backwards hung, 
And, ^li^hering strength, his pointed javelin flung ; 
Firm through her girdle belt the weapon went, 

And glancing down the polish’d armour rent. 
Staggering, and stunned by his superior force. 

She almost tumbled from her foaming horse. 

Yet unsubdued, she cut the sjMjar in two, 

And from her side the (juivering fragment drew. 
Then gain’d her seat, and onward urged her steed, 
Bi^t strong and fleet Sohrab arrests her speed : 
Strikes off her helm, and sees — a woman’s face. 
Radiant with blushes and commanding grace ! 

Thus undeceived, in admiration^lost. 

He cries, A woman, from the Persian ho^t ! 

If Persian damsels thus in arms engage, 

" Who shall repel their warrior’s fiercer rage ? 

Tlien froni his saddle thong — ^his noose he drew. 
And round her waist the twisted loop he threw, — 
Now seek not to escape,” he sharply said,. 

Such is the fltte of war, unthinking maid ! 



362 


THE SHAH HAMEH. 


And, as such beauty seldom swells our pride, 
“ Vain thy attempt to cast my toils aside.” 


In this extreme, hut one resource remained, 

Only one remedy her hope sustained, — 

Expert in wiles each siren-art she knew, 

And thence exposed her blooming face to view ; 

Raising her full black orbs, serenely bright. 

In all her charms she blazed before his sight 

I 

Qfinl-africl, engaging Sohnib, is exactly tlio Clorrtida of Tasso engaging 
Tiiiicred, in tlio third Canto of Gerusaleinmc Libcrata. 

Clorind.'i iiilaiilo ad inconlrfir Viissallo 
Vji (li Taucro»li, e pon la Iniiciu in ivsta. 

Perirsi jillo \ isien;, e i tronela in alto 
Volai’d, (• pai-tc niula olla nc rasta : 

CIm'*, rolii i lacci allVliiio huo, d’nn salto, 

(Miral)il onliH.) m lo lialz.’) di tastn : 

JO Ic chioiiu* doratc al veiito sparse, 

(iiovatie donna in mezzo al cuiupo apparse, 

Lami>cg}j;i.ir gli orcUi 

IVvoosso il (‘avalier non ii]UMTo1c ; 

N<'‘ si ilal I'ciro h ngnardarsl attande, 

(.'oiiK' a gnanlar i hag'll fjcclii, a la g<jto, 

Olid’ Amor I’urco inevitabil tenda. Stanzas xxi. and xxlv. 

IVTaanwhila, liar lanca in rest, the wanior-danic, 

With oa^ar haste to enconntar Taneved cania. 

Thair vizors strnak, the Spears in sJiivars Haw; 

The virgin’s fiiaa was left exposetl lo view. 

The thongs Hint hakl her helmet hurst in twain, 

Hurled fitnn her head, it hounded on the plain ; 

JjjXise in tha wind, hav golden tresses flowed, 

And noAv a maid coiifas.scil to all she stood ; 

Keen flash her ayes 

Th’ eiian loured warrior ne’er returns a blow, 

But views •wit.h eager gaze her eharming eyas, 

From which the shaft of love unerring Hies. ,Hoole. 

Warrior dames have jiflTordcd numerous episodes to the Poets froir. the 
eaii^'iest tiinps. Pcnthesilo.'i aided the cause of Priam in the Trojan war. 
SlieN. killed in battle by Achilles, who was so aiTected by her beauty, when 
site was stripped of her armour, that he shed tears. Artemisia, according to 
Herodotus, assisted Xerxes in his expedition against Greece. Ever> body is 
acquainted with the noble description of Camilla in the eleventh A'^neid. 
The Italian Poets, and our own Spenser, have not faileij to take advantage of 
these examples, and hence the beautiful and interesting de''criptions of female 
heroism with wliich their works abound. 

Wliere i-s the antique glory now become, 

Thjj), wliylome wont in weincn to nppeare? 

Where 1 h^ the hravc atchievcnieiits (U*oii by somef 
Where be the batteilles, where the shield and speare 

SpEXsEIt's PAJiRJE QUEEKE, S, Iv. 1 
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And thus addressed Sohhib. — 0 warrior brave, 

“ Hear me, and thy imperiled honour save, 
l^hcse curlinjy trusses seen by eitlier host, 

“ A womiiii con^quered, whence the j^lorious boast ?* 

“ Tliy startled troops will know', witli iuward grief, 

“ A WT)innn’8 arm resists their towering chief, 

“ Better preserve a warrior’s fair renown. 

And let our struggle still I’cmain unknown, 

“ For who with wanton folly would expose 
“ A helpless maid, to aggnivate lier woes ; 

“ The fort, thfc treasure, shall thy toils rej)ay, 

“ The chief, and garrison, tliy wu'll obey, 

“ And thine the honours of this dreadful day.” 

Raptured he gazed, her smiles resistless move 
The wildest transports of ungoveriied love. 

Her face disclosed a paradise t(j view, 

Eyes like the fawn, and cheeks of rosy hue — 

Thus vanquished, lost, unconscious of lier aim, 

And only struggling with his amorous flame. 

He rode behind, as if compelled by fate, 

And heedless saw her gain tin', cixstle-gate. 

Safe with her friends, escaped from brand and spear, 
Smiling she stands, as if unknown to fear. 

— The father now^, witli tearful pleasure wild, 

Clasps to his heart his fondly-fostcr’d child ; 

The crowding warriors round her eager bend, 

• And grateful prayers to favouring heaven ascend. 

• 

The Warrior-maids, Marpesia, Hippolylc, Lampedo, and Pcniidsilfv^are 
amongst the first described by the Ilistorians and i'oets of the and 

they arfall of Asiatic origin. The Amazons are said to have inhabited the 
country now called Armenia. Mari^esia conquered the inhabitants of Cau- 
casus, in consequence of which the mountain was called Marpesiua Mona, 
Gtird-afrid may therefore be considered an indigenous character, and not , 
derive from Western Poetry, although from the circumstance of Longinus < 
haying been minister and preceptor to Zenobia, it may be suspected that the 
works of Homer and Virgil were known in the East. 

* * Namque, etsi nullum memorabile nomeif 

Feminta pesna neo habet yictoria laudexA. — ^A!ineid|, ii. 583* 



364 


THE SHlH nXMEH. 


Now from the walls, she, with majestic air, 
Exclaims : Thou warrior of Tiiran ! forbear, 

“ Why vex thy soul, and useless strjfe demand I 
Go, and in peace enjoy thy native land.” 

Stern he rejoins : Thou beauteous' tyrant ! sayj 
Though crown’d with charms, devofed to betray, 
“ When these proud walls, in dust and ruins laid. 
Yield no defence, and thou a captive maid, 

“ Will not repentance through thy bosom dart. 
And soiTow soften that disdainful heart ? ” • 
Quick she replied : “ O’er Persia’s fertile fields 
“ ’J’he savage Turk in vain his falchion wields ; 

“ When King Kiius this bold invasion hears, 

' And mighty Kusteiii clad in arms appears ! 

“ Destruction wide will glut the slippery plain, 

And not one man of all tliy host remain. 

‘‘ Alas ! that bravery, high as thine, should meet 
Amidst such promise, with a sure defeat, 

** But not a gleam of hope reumins for thee, 

“ Thy wondrous valour caiuiot kcej) thee free.’ 

“ Avert the fate which o’er thy head impends, 

“ Ttctui'u, I'eturn, and save thy martial friends I ” 
Tlius to be scorned, defrauded of his prey. 

With victory in his grasp — to lose the day I 
Shame and mvenge alternate filled his mind ; 

The suburb-town to pillage he consigned. 

And devastation — not a dwelling spared ; 

The very owl was from her bovert scamd ; 

thus : Tliough luckless in my aim to-day, 

“ To-morrow shall behold a sterner fmy ; 

“ This fort, in ashes, scattered o’er the plaiu.” 

He ceased — and turned tow'ards his troops again ; 
There, at a distance from the hostile power^ 

He brooding waits the slaughter-breathing hour. 

Meanwhile the sire of Giird-afrid, who now 
Governed the fort, and feared the warrior’s vow 5 
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Mournful and pale, with gathering woes opprest, 
Ilis distant Monarch trembling thus oddrest. 

But finst invoked Jhc heavenly power to shed 
Its choicest blessings o’er his royal licacl. 

Against our Aalin with numerous foot and hoi'se, 

“ A stripling wftmor holds his ruthless course, 

“ His lion-breast unequalled strength betrays, 

“ And o’er his mien the sun’s efliilgence plays : 

Sohrab his name ; like Siim Sii^var ho shows, 

“ Or Ilii^tcm terrible amidst his foes. 

“ The bold Hujir lies vamiuishcd on the plain, 

“ And dmgs a captive’s ignominious chain ; 

“ ]\ryriad8 of troops besiege our tottering wall, 

“ And vain the effort to susix*nd its fall. 

“ Haste, arm for fight, this Tartar-power withstand, 
Let sweeping Vengeance lift her flickering brand ; 
‘‘ llnstem alone may stem the roaring wave, 

And, prompt as bold, his gi*oaning country save. 
Jleanwhile in flight wo place our only trust, 

Ere the proud ramparts crumljlc in the dust.” 
Swift flies the messenger through secret ways. 
And to the King the dreadful tale conveys, 

Then passed, unseen, in night’s concealing shade, 
The mournful heroes and the waiTior maid. 

Soon as the sun with vivifying ray. 

Gleams o’er the landscape, and renews the day ; 

The flaming troops the lofty walls suiTound, 

•With thundering crash th^ bursting gates resound.* 
Already are the captives bound, in thought, * 
Ami like a herd before the conqueror brought ; 
Sohrjib, terrific o’er the ruin, views 
His hopes deceived, but restless still pursues. 

An .empty fortress mocks his searching eye, 

No steel-clad chiefe his burning wrath defy ; 

]({o warrior-maid reviving passion warms, • 

And soothes his soul with fondly-valued charms. 
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Deep in his breast he feels the amorous smart, 

And hugs her image closer to his heart. 

“ Alas ! that Fate should thus invidious shroud 
“ The moon’s soft radiance in a gloomy cloud ; 

“ Should to my eyes such winning grace display, 

“ Then snatch the enchanter of my soul away ! 

“ A beauteous roe my toils encilosed in vain, 

“Now I, her victim, drag the captive’s chain ; 

“ Strange the effects tliat from lier charms proceed, 

“ I gave the wound, and I afflicjtcd bleed ! 

“ Viinquishcd by her, I mourn tlic luckless strife ; 

“ Dark, dark, and bitter, frowns niy morn of life. 

“ A fair unknown my tortured bosom I'cnds, 

' “ Withers each joy, and every hope suspends.” 

Impassioned tluis Sohrilb in secret sighed. 

And sought, in vain, o’er-mastering grief to hide. 
Can tlie heart bleed and throb from day to day, 

And yet no trace its inmost pangs betray ? * 

Love scorns control, and prompts the labouring sigh, 
Pales the red lip, and dims the lucid eye ; 


* Moore has translated tlio following thought from La Fosse. 


In vain ilic lover tricH to veil 
Tlio lliiiiic winch in ins bossoiu lies ; 
llis ciieeka’ couluhion tells the tale, 

We rou«l it in hia hmj'iiul eyes : 

Aiul though liis words the. lieait U-friiy, 
Ilia silence speaks e’en more ttiaii thu^. 


V^^Sbakspeare : 


Fire that is closest kept, bums most of all ; 

0 1 they love least, that let men know their love. 

Gent. Vebona, i. 9, 80. 


AgMa, 


«! 

The grief tnat does not speak, 

Whispers the o'erfranght heart, and bids it break. 

Macbeth, iv., 8, 210. 


And Dryden : * 

Silent he wept, ashamed to show his tean. 
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His look alarmed the stem Turiiiian Chief, 

Closely he mark’d his heart-corroding grief ; * 

And though he knew not that the martial dame, 

Had in his bosom ^it the tender flame ; 

Full well lie kiiftw such deep rcpiniiigs prove, 

The hajilcss thitildom of disastrous love. 

Full well he knew some idol’s musky hair, 

Had to his youthful heart bec'ome a snare, 

But still unnoted was the gushing tear, 

Till hajiJy he had gained his prixate ear : — 

“ In ancient tjrncs, no hero known to fame, 

“Not dead to glory e’er indulged the flame ; 

“ Thougli beauty’s smiles might charm a fleeting hour, 

“ The heart, imsway’d, repelle<l th(‘ir lasting power. 

“ A warrior Chief to treiiihling love a prey ? 

“ What ! weep for woman one inglori(juft day ? 

“ Canst thou for love’s effeminate control, 

“ Barter the glory of a wanior’s soul ? 

“ Although a hundred damsels might be gained, 

“ The hero’s heart shall still be free, uucluiincd. 

“ Thou art our leader, and thy place the field 
“Where soldiers love to fight with spear and shield ; 

“ And what hast thou to do with tears and smiles, 

“ The silly victim to a woman’s wiles ? 

“ Our progress, mark ! from far Tiinin we came, 

“ Through seas of blood to gain immortal fame ; 


* Literally, II6man was not at firat aware that Sohr&b wiijs wouftiled in^be 
LIVER. In this 'organ, Oriental as well as the (irook and Uoraan^joets^j^co 
the residence of love. Tlius TIicocrituH, ld>41. xiii. 71, .si>caking of ficrculcs 
lamentSig the loss of Hylas, and Anacreon in the beautiful odo of Cupid 
benighted. 

Thus Horace : 

Cum tibi flagrans Amor— 

Sfcviet circa Jfluur ulcerosu I. On. xxv. 13. 

And Shakspeare : 

Alas their love may Imj calleil apix'tile, 

No motion of tlie Liver, but tlic* pal il»j. 

TwEf.nii Niqiit, if. 4. 
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And wilt thou now the tempting conquest shun, 

“ When our brave arms this Barrier-fort have won ? 
Why linger here, and trickling sorrows shed, 

Till mighty Ksiiis thunders o’er thy head ! 

Till Tiis, and Giw, and Giidarz, and Bilhrilm, 

“ And Rustem brave, Feramui*z, and ileham, 

“ Shall aid the war 1 A great emprise is thine, 

At once, then, every other thought resign ; 

For know the task which first inspired thy zeal, 

“ Transcends in glory all that love can feel. 

Rise, lead the war, prodigious toils require 
“ Unyielding strength, and unextinguished fire ; 

Pursue the triumph with tempestuous rage, 

* “ Against the world in glorious strife engage, 

And when an empire sinks beneath thy sway, 

(0 quickly may we hail the prosperous day,) 

** TMio fickle sex will then with blooming charms, 

“ Adoring throng to bless thy circling arms ! ” 
Ilurniin’s warm speech, the spirit-stirring theme. 
Awoke Sohrslb from his inglorious dream. 

No more the tear his faded cheek bedewed, 

Again ambition all liis hopes renewed : 

Sweird his bold heart with unforgotten zeal. 

The noble wrath which heroes only feel ; 

Fiercely he vowed at one tremendous stroke. 

To bow the world beneath the tyrant’s yoke ! 

“ AfrJLsiyAb,” he cried, ** shall reign ulone, 

“ The mighty lord of Persia’s gorgeous throne I 
. Burning, himself, to rule this nether sphere, 
These welcome tidings charmed the despot’s car. 
Meantime Eaiis, this dire invasion known. 

Had called his chiefs around his ivory throne : 
There stood Gurgiii, and Bilhi^m, and Oushwiid 
And Tds, and Giw, and Gddiirz, and Ferhdd ; 

To them he read the melancholy tale, 

GusPhem had written of the rising oale ; 
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Besoaght their aid and pmdent choioei to form 
Some sure defence against the threatening storm. 

With one consent (hey urge the strong request, 

To summon Rustem ftom his rural rest. — 

Instant a warrior-delegate they send, 

And thus the King invites his patriot-fHeud, 

** To thee all praise, whose mighty arm alone, 

PreseiTes the glory of the Persian throne ! 

“ Lo ! Tartar hordes our happy realms invade ; 

“ The tottering state requires thy powerful aid ; 

A youthful Ohampion leads the ruthless host, 

Ilis savage country’s widely-rumoured boast. 

“The Bamer-fortress sinks beneath his sway, 

“ Hujir is vanquished, ruin tracks his way ; 

“ Strong as a raging elephant in fight, 

“ No arm but thine can match his furious might. 

“ Mazindcrin thy conquering prowess knew ; 

“ The Demon-king thy trenchant falchion slew , 

“ The rolling heavens, abash’d with fear, behold 
“ Thy biting sword, thy mace adorned with gold I * 

“ Ply to the succour of a King distress’d, 

“ Proud of thy love, with thy protection blest. 

“ When o’er the nation dread misfortunes lower. 

Thou art the refuge, thou the saving power. 

“ The chiefs assembled claim thy patriot vows, 

“ Give to thy glory all that life allows ; 

“ And while no whisper breathes the direful tale, 

' 0, let thy Monarch’s anxious-prayers prevail.” 

• • ■ 

• « Tbf mane r. Ipes the Sun weep, and thy sword inflames tlie Stan.” (lit. 
file planet Venus.) ARhougli this is a strong hyperbole, there are numberless 
paxaUel passages, containing equally extravagant personification, in our owii> 
Poets. For example: ^*The Stan^are ashamed of thy presence, and tnn 
aside their 8|Nurkliog eyes. ” (Ossus. ) 

Swift Sovem's flood, 

Affl^hted with their bloody looks 
Ban leaifully smong the trembUng reeds. 

And bid his crisp head in the heibwhsak. 

HmiaTlV parti, La* 



TIP! BHXH 


sn ■ 


Closing tbe frfigraut page * o’ercome with drea4i 
The afflicted King to Giw, the warrior, said ; — 

“ Go, bind the saddle on thy fleetest horse, 

Outstrip the tempest in thy rapid course. 

To Rustem swift his country’s woes convey, 

“ Too true art thou to linger on the ^ay ; 

“ Speed, day and night — and not one instant w^it, 
Whatever hour may bring thee to his gate.” 

Followed no pause — to Giw enough was said. 

Nor rest, nor taste of food, his speed delayed 
And when arrived, where Zdbul bowers exhale 
Ambrosial sweets and scent the balmy gale, 

The sentinel’s loud voice in Rustem’s ear, 

Announced a messenger from Persia, near ; 

The Chief himself amidst his warriors stood, 

Dispensing honours to the brave and good, 

And soon as Giw had joined the martial ring, 

(The sacred envoy of the Persian King,) 

He, with becoming loyalty inspired, 

Asked what the monarch, what the state required j 
But Giw, apart, his secret mission told, — 

The written page was speedily unrolled. 

Struck with amazement, Rustem — “ Now on earth 
“ A warrior-knight of Sam’s excelling worth ? 

“ Whence comes this hero of the prosperous star ? 

“ 1 know no Turk renowned, like him, in war ; 

“ He bears the port of Rustem too; ’tis said, 

“ l^ike Silm, like Narlmd.n, a warrior bred I 
He cannot be my gon, unknown to me ; 

Reason forbids the thought — ^it cannot be ! 

At Samengiiii, where once affection smiled, 

** ^0 me Tahmlneh bore her only child^ 

* The |Miper upon which the letters of royal and distinguished personages 
in the East are written is usually perfumed, and covered with curious* devaces 
in gold. This Vas scented with amber. The degree of embellishment ia 
gen^apy related according to the rank of the party. 
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That Avas a daugliter ? ” Pondering thus ho spoke, 
And then aloud — Why fear the invader’s yoke ? 

“ Why trembling shrink, by coward thoughts dismayed, 
Must we not all iii dust, at length, be laid ? 

“ But come, to*Niruin’s palace, liaste with me, 

“ And them partake the feast — from sorrow free ; 
Breathe, but awhile — ere we our toils renew, 

And moisten the parched lip with needful dew. 

Let plans of war another day decide, 

We sogn shall quell this youthful hero’s pride. 

“ The force of. fire soon flutters and decays 
“ When ocean, swelled by storms, its wrath displays. 

“ What danger threatens I whence the dastard fi‘ar ! 

‘‘ Rest, and at leisure share a warrior’s cheer.” 

In vain the Envoy prest the Monarch’s grief ; 

The matchless prowess of the stripling chief ; 

How brave Hujir had felt his furious hand ; 

What thickening avocs beset the shuddering land. 

But Rustem, still, delayed the parting day, 

And mirth and feasting rolled the hours away ; 

Morn following morn beheld the banquet bright. 

Music and Avine prolonged the genial rite ; 

Rapt by the Avitchery of the melting strain, 

No thought of Kttus touch’d his swimming brain.* 

The trumpet’s clang, on fragrant breezes borne. 

Now loud salutes the fifth revolving morn ; 

The softer tones Af hioh charm’d the jocund feast, 

•And all the noise of revelry, had ceased, 

The generous horse, with rich embroidery deckt, 

Whose gilded trappings sparkling light reflect, 

Bears Avith majestic port the Champion brave, 

And high in air the victor-banners wave. 


A' days were consnmod in uninterrupted feasting. This seems to ha? o 
boil: . mcient piactioe previous to the commencement of anyjmportant under- 
taking pr at setting out on a jonmey. . 


B 
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Prompt at the martial call, Znt&ra leads 

His veteran troops from Z^bul’s verdant meads,* 

Ere Bustem had approached his journej’s end, 

Tds, Gdd^rz, Gushw^, met their champion-friend, 

With customary honours ; pleased to bring 
The shield of Persia to the anxious King. 

But foaming \vrath the senseless monarch swayed ; 

His friendship scorned, his mandate disobeyed, 

Beneath dark brows o'er-shadowing deep, his eye 
Red gleaming shone, like lightning through the sky ; 

And when the warriors met his sullen view. 

Frowning revenge, still more enraged he grew : — 

Loud to the Envoy thus he fiercely cried : — 

“ Since Rustem has my royal power defied, 

** Had I a sword, this instant should his head 
Roll on the ground ; but let him now be led 
" Hence, and impaled alive/’ t Astounded Giw 
Shrank from such treatment of a knight so true ; 

But this I’csistance added to the fiame. 

And both were branded with revolt and shame ; 

Both were condemned, and Tiis, the stem decree 
Received, to break them on the felon-tree. 

Could daring insult, thus deliberate given, 

Escape the rage of one to frenzy driven ? 

No, from his side the nerveless Chief was flung. 

Bent to the ground. Away the Champion sprung | 
Mounted his foaming horse, and lodking round— 

His boiling wrath thus rapid utterance found : — 

« Ungrateful King, thy tyrant acts disgrace* 

** The sacred throne, and more, the^buman race ; 

* Zo&re, it will be Tomembered, was tbe brother of Rustem, bsd tlie 
Imsiediate superintendence of the Z6bttl tiuoM 

t TheorighkSl is, ** Seize and inflict upon nim tbe punishment of.thadar.’* 
According to Burbini-katia, dar is a tree upon whi<flL felons are,lumgc4* I^t 
the genem aooeptation of the term is breaking or tearing the body upon a 
stske. 
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Midst clashing swords thy recreant life I saved. 

And am I now by Ttis contemptuous braved ? • 

On me shall Ttia^ shall Kdds dare to feom ? 

“ On me, the bulwark of the regal cro^^i ? 

“ Wherefore should fear in Rustem's breast have birth, 

** Kt&ds, to me, a worthless clod of earth ! 

Go, and thyself Sohnlb’s invasion stay, 

" Go, seize the plunderers growling o'er their prey ! 

“ Wherefore to others give the base command ? 

Go, break him on the tree ^-ith thine own hand. 

Know, thou hast roused a warrior, great and free, 

“ Who never bends to tyrant Kings like thee ! 

“ Was not this untired arm triumphant seen, 

“ In Misser, Rihn, ]\Tazindcnin, and Cliiii ! 

“ And must I shrink at thy imperious nod I 
‘‘ Slave to no Princse, I only bow to God. 

Whatever wratli from thee, proud King ! may full, 

*^Por thee I fought, and I deserve it all. 

“ The regal sceptre might have graced my hand, 

“ I kept the laws, and scorned supreme command. 

“ When Kai-kobild on Alberz mountain strayed, 

** I drew him thence, and gave a warrior’s aid ; 

“ Placed on his brows the long-contested crown, 

. “ Worn by his sires, by sacred right his own ; 

Strong in the cause, my conquering arms prevailed, 

** Vouldst thou have reign'd had Rustem's valour failed 
When the White Demon raged in battle-fray, 

^ Wouldat thou have lived had Rustem lost the djy ? ” 
Then to his friends : Be wise, and shun your fate, 

‘‘117 the wide ruin which o’erwhelms the state ; 

* In this tpeedi JKnstem recounts the seryices which he had performed for 
K&Ab. • H^speiJDB of his conquests in Egypt, China, Hamaveron, lUim, SUksar, 
and llfisinderdn. Thus Achilles boasts of his unrequited achiovements in tbo 
cinwe ef liteeee. 

I sacked twelve ample cities on the main, 

And twelve lay smoking on the Trojan plain. 

Povs.— niad. lx. 898. 
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The conqueror comes — ^the scourge of great and small, 

** And vultures, following fast, will gorge on all. 

‘‘ Persia no more its injured Chief 'shall view” — 

He said, and sternly from the court w?thdrew. 

The warriors now, with sad forebodings wrung, 

Torn from that hope to which they proudly clung. 

On Giidiirz rest, to soothe with gentle sway. 

The frantic King, and Rustem’s wrath allay. 

With bitter grief they wail misfortune’s shook, 

No shepherd now to guard the timorous flooE. 

Giidilrz at length, with boding cares imprest, 

Thus soothed the anger in the royal breast. 

“ Say, what has Rnstem done, that he should be 
“ Impaled upon the ignominious tree ? 

“ Degrading thought, unworthy to be bred 
“ Within a royal heart, a royal head. 

“ Hast thou forgot when near the Caspian -wave. 

Defeat and ruin had appalled the brave, 

“ When mighty Rustem struck the dreadful blow, 

** And nobly freed thee from the savage foe ? 

“ Did Dciiious huge escape his flumiug brand ? 

“ Their reeking limbs bestrew’d the slippery strand. 

Shall he for this resign his vital breath ? 

“ What ! shall the hero’s recompense be death ? 

" But who will dai’e a threatening step advance. 

What earthly power can bear his withering glnni.c ? 

“ Should he to Zilbul fired with wrongs return, i 
The plunder’d land will long in son’ow mourn ! 

This direful presage all our wamors feel, 

« For who can now oppose the invader’s steel ; 

‘‘ Thus is it wise thy champion to offend, 

To urge to this extreme thy warrior-friend ? 

“ Remember, passion ever scorns control, 

And wisdom’s mild decrees should rule a Monarch’s souk”* 

* literally, ''Kings ought to be endowed with judgment and dismetion ; 
no advantage can arise from impetuosity and rage.*' G6d4n ras one of t^ 
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Kiii!iSy relenting, heard with anxipiu ear^ 

And groundless wrath gave place to shame and fear ; 

“ Go then,” he crj^d, ‘‘ his generous aid implore, 

‘‘ And to your King the mighty Chief restore I ” 

When Gudilrz rose, and seized his courser’s rein, 

A crowd of heroes followed in his train. 

To Rustem, now (respectful homage paid). 

The royal prayer he anxious thus conveyed. 

“ The King, repentant, seeks thy aid again, 

“ Grieved to the heart that he has given thee pain ; 

“ But though 4iis anger was unjust and strong, 

“ Thy country still is guiltless of the wrong, 

“ And, therefore, why abandoned thus by thee ? 

“ Thy help the King himself implores through me.” 
Rustem rejoined : “ Unworthy the pretence, 

“ And scorn and insult all my recompense ? 

“ Must I be gulled by his capricious mood ? 

" I, who liave still his firmest champion stood ? 

But all is past, to heaven alone resigned, 

“ No human cares shall more disturb my mind I ” 

Then Gudilrz thus (consummate art inspii'cd 
His prudent tongue, with all that zeal required) ; 

“ When Rustem dreads Sohrdb’s resistless power, 

• Well may inferior*" fly the trying hour ! 

“ The dire suspicion now pervades us all, 

“ Ihus, unavenged, shall beauteous Pereia fall ! 

grea^t gcnemls o£ Persia, he conquered Judea, and took Jerusafem uxj^er 
the reign of Lohtirasp, of the first dynasty of Persia, and sustained many wars 
against Afrasiy&b under the Kings of the scctnd dynasty, lie the fatlier 
of Giw, «eho is also celebrated for bis valour in the following reigns. The 
opinion of this venerable and distinguished warrior appears to have had con- 
siderable weight and influence with K4(is. By the persuasion of his friends 
he interferes bctwqpn\hc King and Rustem, like Nestor, 

* .* To calm their passions with the words of age. Iliad. 

The language is strong, and breathes more of independence than mighi be 
rflj^poieed in an address to a Persian despot. But K&fls was a weak IMnoe. 
Ho is 'every where callcal ** empty brained ” ! and treated with very little 
ceremony. 
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Yet, generons still, ^avert the lasting shame, 

“ 0, still preserve thy country’s glorious fame I * 

“ Or wilt thou, deaf to all our fears^ excite, 

“ Forsake thy friends, and shun the pending fight ? 

“ And worse, 0 grief ! in thy declining days, 

“ Forfeit the honours of thy country’^ praise ? ” 

This artful censure set his soul on fire, 

But patriot firmness calm’d his burning ire ; 

And thus he said — Inured to war’s alarms, 

“ Did ever Rustem shun the dim of arms ? 

“ Though frowns from KMs I disdain to bear, 

My threaten’d country claims a warrior’s care.” 
lie ceased, and prudent joined the circling throng, 

' And in the public good forgot the private wrong. 

From far the King the generous Champion viewed. 

And rising mildly thus his speech pursued : — 

Since various tempers govern all mankind, 

“ Me, nature fashioned of a froward mind ; t 
** And what the heavens spontaneously bestow, 

" Sown by their bounty must for ever grow. 

The fit of wrath which burst within me, soon 
** Shrunk up my heari as thin as the new moon ; % 

Else had I deemed thee still my army’s boast, 

** Source of my regal power, beloved the most, 

UlysBOB tbuB addresscB AcldUes : 

But If all this relentless thou disdain, 

If honour and if interest plead in vain ; 

Yet some redress to suppliant Greece aflbrd, 

And be, amongst her guardian gods, adored. 

If no regard tl\y sutferinff country claim, 

Hear thy own glory, ana the voice of fame 

Popn.--Iliadi' ix. KOO. 

t KMs, in acknowledging the violence of his disposition, uses a singular 
pkrase : *' When you departed in anger, 0 Obampion I repented nshetf fl 
into my mouth.'* A similar metaphor is used in Hindustani : If a person 
falla under the displeasure of his friend, he says, ** Ashes hate fallim into my 
moat*' : meaning, that his happinces is gone, 
t This is one ef FirddusTs favotirite similes, 

** lly heijrt beoame SB slender as the DOW moon.* 
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Unequalled. Evety day, reipembering thcc, 

I drain the wine cup, thou art *all to me ; 

“ I wished thee to perform that lofty part, 

" Claimed by thy valour, sanctioned by my heart ; 

“ Hence thy detey my better thoughts supprest, 

“ And boisterous passions revelled in ray breast ; 

“ But when I saw thee from my Court retire 
In wrath, repentance quenched njy l^uriiing ire. 

“ 0, let me now my keen contrition prove, 

“ Again jen joy thy fellowship ind love : 

“ And while tg thee my gratitude is known, 

“ Still be the pride and glory of my throne.” 

Rustem, thus answering said : — “Thou art tlie King, 

“ Source of command, pure honour’s sacred spring ; • 

“ And here I stand to follow tliy behest, 

Obedient ever — be thy will expressed, 

“ And services required — Old age shall Bee 
My loins still bound in fealty to thee.” 

To this the King ; — “ Rejoice we then to-day, 

“ And on the morrow marahal our array.” 

The monarch quick commands the feast of joy, 

And social cares his buoyant mind employ, 

Within a bower, beside a crystal spring,* 

Where opening flowera, refreshing odours fling. 

Cheerful he sits, and forms the banquet scene, 

In regal splendour on the crowded green ; 

And as around hfl greets his valiant bands, 

* Showers golden presents from his bounteous handif ; t 

* The beautiful arbours referred to in thd text ore often incRbIrd within 
the srallfl of Rastem palaces. They are fiiiicifully fitted up, and supplied with 
reservoirs, fountains, and Sower-trees. These romantic garden-pavilions arc 
called fiosks in Turk^, and are generally situated upon an eminence nc^ir a 
uhning stream. • , 

f MUtea alludes to the custom in Paradise Lost ; 

Where the gorgeous east with richest hand 
Bhowen on her Kings harbaric pearl and gold. ^ 

In the note on Uiia paaaaga by Warbnrton, it is aaidr to have been an eastern 
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Voluptuous damsels trill the sportive lay, 

Whose sparkling glances beam celestial day ; 

Fill’d with delight the heroes close?; join, 

And (luaff till midnight cups of generous wine. 

Soon as the Sim had pierced the veil of night, 
And o’(ir the prospect shed his earliest light, 

Kaus, impatient, bids the clarions sound, 

The sprightly notes from hills and rocks rebound ; 
His treasure gates are opened ; — and to all 
A largess given ; obedient to the call, 

His subjects gathering crowd the mountain’s brow, 
And following thousands shade the vales below ; 
With shields, in armour, numerous legends bend ; 
And troops of horse the threatening lines extend. 
Beneath the tread of heroes fierce and strong, 

By war’s tumultuous fury borne ahmg, 

The firm earth shook : * the dust, in cddies^ driven,! 
Whirled high in air, obscured the face of heaven ; 


ceremony, at the coronation of their Kings, to powder them with ffold-dust and 
seed-pearl. The expression in Firdausi is, “he showered or scattered gems. ’ 
It was usual at festivals, and the custom still exists, to throw money amongst 
the people. In Hafiz, the term used is nisar, which is of the same impoi't. 
Clarke, in the second volume of his Travels, speaks of the four princijial 
Sultanas of the Seraglio at Constantinoiile being powdered with diamonds ‘ 
“Long spangled robes, open in front, with pantaloons embroidered in gold 
and silver, and covered by a profusion of pearls and precious stones, displayed 
their persons to great advantage. Their hair hung in loose and very thick 
tresses on each side of their cheeks, falling quite down to the y^aist, and 
covering their shoulders behind. Those tresses were quite powdered with 
diamonds, not displayed according to any studied arrangement, but as if 
ca!i^lessly scattered, by handfuls, among their flowing locks.’/ — ^Vol. ii. p. 14. 

' * Ommia cum belli trcxndo coucussa tuniultu 
‘ Horrida contremitere sub altis oetberis auris. 

Lucretius, Dc Rer. Nat. HI. 846. 


t Thus Homer: 


And Virgil : 


So wrapt in gathering dust, the Grc(?ian tram 
A moving cloud swept on and hid the xiluin. 


PoPE.->Illad,'iil. 13. 


Ilic subitam nigro glomerari pulvere nubeln < 

ibospiciunt Teucri, ac tenebras insuigere campls. iENEiD, ix. 83. 


In the Hwosura de An^ca of famous Lo^ de Vega, there is a beauii- 
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Nor earth, nor sky appeared — all^ seeming lost. 

And swallowed up by that wide-spreading host. 

The steely armour#glitter’d o’er the fields,* 

And lightnings flash’d from gold emblazoned shields ; 
Thou wouldst hg^vc said, the clouds had burst in showers, 
Of sparkling amber o’er the martial powers.f 
Thus, close embodied, they pursued their way, 

And reached the Barrier-fort in terriMe array. 

The legions of Tiiran, with dread surprise, 

Saw o’er “the plain successive myriads rise ; 

And showed tRcm to Sohrab ; he, mounting high 
The fort, surveyed them with a fearless eye ;* 

To Iluman, who, with withering terror pale. 

Had marked their progress through the distant vale, 
He^pointed out the sight, and ardent said : — 

“ Dispel these woc-franght broodings from thy head, 


ful simile, descriptive of tlio hostile troops of the Moors and Spaniards, which 
may be well applied to the motley appearance of a rersian army ; 

Como on le triangular crintal se inira. 

J)e varies y (livors<)8 tornasolos, 

Canipo, oi('lr), cindarl, o n>ar; y adiniva 
Vor tan di versos iiubos, y arroliolos ; 

Assi la (3sqn.adra (|uc oiitra y sc i ctira, 

Dc Moros African os, y JOspanolcs 
A la vista, que juntos conl'iindian, 

Jai'din florida eii Mayo parecian : 

And in English thus : 

* As in thc^irism we pleased survey, 

Rich prospects tlirongli tlie crystal play, 

Tlie fields, tlic cities, clouds, oiul sea. 

Appear coiriiningliiig variously ; 

Thus moving o’er the iKiillc-plain, 

The Moors are niivcil with Knjglits of Spain ; 

The field, confusedly bright and gay, 

Looks like the garden’s •x^rido in May. 

fn the Gftlistan of Sadi there is a similar thought : 

• . • “ An a.s.sembly mixed togehier like a l)ed of ruses and tub f... 

^ his descriptions of battle-array, Firtlausf seldom omits ** golden 
slippeils^” which, however, I have not preserved in this place. 

+ The original is Sandurus, sandaraca ; for wliich I nave substituted 
amber. Sandnefis is the Arabic name for Gum Juniper. 
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“ I wage the war, A^tisiyilb I for thee, 

** And make this desert seem a rolling sea.” 

Thus, w'hile amazement every bosom quell’d, 

Sohrs&b, unmoved, the coming storm beheld, 

And boldly gazing on the camp around, 

Raised high the cup with wine nectareous crowmed : 
O’er him no dreams of woe insidious stole, 

No thought butc joy engaged his ardent soul. 

The Persian legions had restrained their course. 
Tents and pavilions, countless foot and horse. 
Clothed all the spacious plain, and gleatning threw 
Terrific splendours on the gazer’s view. 

But when the Sim had faded in the west. 

And night assumed her ebon-coloured vest, 

The mighty Chief approached the sacred throne. 
And generous thus made danger all his own : 

The rules of war demand a previous task, 

To watch this dreadful foe I boldly ask ; 

With wary step the wondrous youth to view, 

** And mark the heroes who liis path pursue.” 

The King assents : The task is justly thine, 

“ Favourite of heaven, inspired by power divine.” 

In Tiirkish habit, secretly arrayed, 

The lurking Champion wandered through the shade, 
And, cautious, standing near the palace gate, 

Saw how the chiefs were ranged in princely state. , 
What time Sohrilb his thoughts to battle turned, 
And for the first proud fruits of conquest burned, 
His.mother called a warrior to his aid. 

And Zinda-ruzm his sister’s call obeyed. 

To him Tahmlneh gave her only joy. 

And bade him shield the bold adventurous boy : 

“ But, in the dreadful strife, i^ould danger rise, ^ 

“ Present my child before his father’s eyes ! 

" by him protected, war may rage in vain, 

Though he may never bless these anna aga^l V 
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This guardian prince sat on the i^tripling’s right, 
Viewing the imperial banquet with delight ; 

Humiin and B^rm^n, near the hero placed, 

In joyous pomp the full assembly graced ; 

A hundred valiant Chiefs begirt the throne. 

And, all elate, were chaunting his renown. 

Closely concealed, the gay and splendid scene, 
Eustem contemplates with astonished mien ; 

JVhen Zind, retiring, marks the listener nigh. 
Watching the festal train with curious eye ; 

And well he knew, amongst his Tartar host. 

Such towering stature not a Chief could boast — 
What spy is here, close shrouded by the night ? 
Art thou afraid to face the beams of light ? ” 

But scarcely from his lips these words had past. 
Ere, fell’d to earth, he groaning breathed his last ; 
Unseen he perish’d, fate decreed the blow, 

To add fresh keenness to a parent’s woe. 

Meantime Sohrdb, perceiving the delay 
In Zind’s return, looked round him with dismay ; 
The seat still vacant — but the bitter truth. 

Full soon was known to the distracted youth ; 

Full soon he found that Zinda-ruzm was gone, 

. His day of feasting and of glory done ; 

Speedful' towards the fatal spot he ran, 

T^ere slept in bloody vest the slaughtered man. 

^ The lighted tofches now displayed the dead. 
Stiffen the ground his graceful limbs were spread ; 
Sad sight to him who knew his guardian care. 

New doom’d a kinsman’s early loss to bear ; 
Anguish and rage devour his breast by turns, 

He vows rqvemge, then o’er the warrior mourns : 
And*thus exclaims to e&h afSicted Chief : — 

“ No time, to-night, my friends, for useless grief ; 
^^The ravenous wolf has watched his helpleqp prey,* 
Sprung o’er the fold, and borne its flower away $ 
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“ But if the lieavens my lifted arm befriend, 

Upon the pjuilty sKall my wrath descend — 

“ Unshcafclied, this sword shall dire revenge pursue. 

And Persian blood the thirsty land bedew.” 

Frowning he paused, and check’d the^spreading woe, 
Kesumed tlie feast, and bid tlie winc-'t3up flow ! 

The valiant Olw was sentinel that night. 

And marking t\iinly by the dubious light, 

A warrior form approach, he claps his hands, 

With naked sword and lifted shield he standg. 

To front the foe ; but Rustem now appears. 

And Glw the secret talc astonished hears ; 

From thence the Champion on tlie Monarch waits, 
t The power and splendour of Solirfib relates : 

Circled by Chiefs this glorious youth was seen, 

Of lofty stature and majestic mien ; * 

No Tartar region gave the hero birth : 

Some happier portion of the spacious earth ; 

‘‘ Tall, as the graceful cypress he appears ; 

“ Like Sdm, the brave, his warrior-front he rears I ” 
Then having told how, while the banquet shone, 
Unhappy Zind had sunk, without a groan ; 

He forms his conquering bands in close array, 

And, cheer’d by Avine, awaits the coming day. 

When noAV the Sun his golden buckler raised. 

And genial light through heaven diffusive blazed, 
Sohrtib in mail his nervous limbs attired, 

Foi* dreadful wu'ath his soul to ^^engeance fired ; 

Witti anxious haste he bent the yielding cord, 

Ring within ring, more fateful than the SAVord ; 

■ Girt with many a bai'on hold, 

Sublime their starry fronts th^ rear, 

In the midst a form divine ! C&AT. 

Beneath a sculptured arch he sits enthroned, 

The s^jers encircling form an awful round. 


Pops — O dyssey. 
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Around his brows a regal helm he bound ; 

His dappled steed impatient staftipt the ground. 
Thus armed, ascending where the eye could trace 
The hostile force,* and mark each leader’s place, 

He called Hujfr, the captive Chief addressed, 

And anxious tlwis, his soul’s desire expressed ; 

“ A prisoner thou, if freedom’s voice can charm, 
And dungeon darkness fill thee with alarm, 

That freedom merit, shun severest woe, 

“ And truly answer what I ask to know I 
“ If rigid tru^h thy ready speech attend, 

“ Honours and wealth shall dignity my friend.” 

“ Obedient to thy wish,” ITujir replied, 

“ Truth thou shalt hear, whatever chance betide ; 

“ For what on earth to praise has better claim ? 

“ Falsehood but leads to sorrow and to shame I ” 

” Then say, what heroes lead the adverse host, 

‘‘ Where they command, what dignities they boast ; 

Say, where does Kaiis hold his kingly state,* 

“ W'herc Tiis, and Giidarz, on bis bidding wait ; 


* Similar descriptions of Chiefs and encampments are common amongst 
Ihe epic poets of the West. In the third book of the Iliad, Helen describes 
to Priam on the 'walls of Troy the leaders of the Grecian army. Upon this 
passage Pope says, “ it is justly looked upon as an episode of gieat beauty, 
as Wl as a master piece of conduct in Homer ; who by this means acquaints 
the readers with the figure and qualihcatioiis of each hero in a more lively 
and agreeable manner. Firdausi is entitled to equal praise for his address 
in introducing the desci^tion of the Persian army. The objection which 
ScaUger makes in asking, **how it happens that Priam, after pine years’ 
siege, should be yet unacquainted with the faces of the Grecian leaders, ’’Jiocs 
not obtain here.' Nothing can be more natural and unforced th^the passago 
as it occurs in the Persian poet. The following is the opening ^the paiallel 
passage^n Homer ; 


“ But Ijft thy eyes and say what Greek is he, 

** (j^r as ft'oin hence these aged orbs can see,) 

“ Around whose brow such znaitial graces shine, 

** So tall, so awful, and almost divine ! " 

“ The King of Kings, Atrides you survey, 

** Great in the war, and great in arts of sway.’ 

This said, once more he viewed the warrior train, » 

** What’s he whose arms lie scatter’d on the plalnf” 
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‘‘ Criw, Gust’hom, an^ BtihrAm — all known to thee, 

And where is mighty Rustem, where is he ? 
liook round with care, their name^ and power display, 
" Or instant death shall end thy vital day.*' 

“ Where yonder splendid tapestries extend, 

‘‘ And o’er pavilions bright infolding bend, 

“ A throne triumphal shines with sapphire rays, 

And golden suns upon the banners blaze ; 

“ Full in the centre of the hosts — and round 
“ The tent a hundred elephants are bound. 


Then Helen thus : Wliom yonr discerning eyes 
** Have singled out, is Ithacns the wise. 

“ See ! bold Idomcneus superior towers 
** Amidst yon circle of his Cretan powers. 

Great as a God." Pope.— U lacl, iil. 167. 

Chapman's translation of this passage is quaintly expressed : — 

Sit then, and name this goodly Greek, so tall and broadly spread ; 

Who than the rest, that stand by him, is higher than the head ; 

Hie bravest man I ever saw and most migesticall ; 

Hiu only presence makes mo think him king amongst them all { i 


Thus also the well-known imitation in the third book of Gemsalemme Liberata : 

Erminia il vide, e dimostrollo k dito, 

A1 Be pagano, c cosi a dir riprese : 

Goflnredo e quel, che nel purpureo manto, 
dl Begio, e d’Augusto in cotanto, 

Dimml chi sia colui, c’ha pur vemiglia, 

La Bopravesta, e seco A par si vede. 

£’ Baldovin, risponde ; e ben si scopre 

Nel volto a lui Intel, ma pid neiropre. Stanza 68, 61. 

Full on the Chief Erminia cast a look. 

Then show'd him to the King, and thus she spoke 
** There Godfrey stands in purple vesture seen, 

“ Of regal presence and exalted mien.” 

Bay who is he who stands by Godfrey’s side. 

His upper garments with vermilion dyed?” 

** 'Tis Baldwin, brother to the Prince (she cried), 

In feature like, but most in deed allied.” Hoous. 

But Sohr6b was more peculiarly interested in the description of those warriors 
amongst whom he expected to meet his father. On this account particularly, 
as yrSl as with re^ird to its general fitness, I thinlj^ that this passage is 
' equal, if not superior, tp that in Homer, ;which has given rise to so many 
imitations. 

* The tents apd pavilions of Eastern Princes were exceedingly magnificent ; 
they were often made of silks and velvets, and oiiiamented with pearls aid 
gold. The tent of Nadir Shah was made of soarlet and hrOadoloth, and lined 
with satin, richly figured over with precious stones. 
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" As if, in pomp, he mocked the i)ower of fate ; 

■ “ There royal Ksiils holds his kingly state. 

** In yonder tent* which numerous guards protect, 

“ Where front and rear illustrious Chiefs collect ; 

“ Where horsemen wheeling seem prepared for fight, 

“ Their golden armour glittering in the light ; 

“ Tils lifts his banners, deck’d with royal pride, 

Feared by the brave, the soldier’s friend and guide. 

‘‘ That crimson tent where spear-men frowning stand. 
And steel-clad veterans form a threatening band. 

Holds mighty Giidarz, famed for martial fire, 

“ Of eighty valiant sons the valiant sire ; 

“ Yet strong in arms, he shuns inglorious ease, 

“ His lion-banners floating in the breeze.” 

“ But mark, that green pavilion ; girt around 
By Persian nobles, speaks the Chief renowned ; 

" Fierce on the standard, worked with curious art, 

A hideous dragon writhing seems to start ; 

Throned in his tent the warrior’s form is scon, 

“ Towering above the assembled host between ! f 
" A generous horse before him snorts and neighs, 

“ The trembling earth the echoing sound conveys. 

“ Like him no Champion ever met my eyes, 

• ** No horse like that for majesty and size ; 

What Chief illustrious bears a port so high ? 

“ Mark, how nis standard flickers through the sky 1 ” 

Thus ardent spoke SohrAb. Hujir dismayed, 

Paused ere reply the dangerous truth betrayed. 

Trembling for Rustem’s life the paptive groaned ’5 
BaSely his country’s glorious boast disowned, 

* The bannezB adorned with the figure of an elephant, to denote his 
royal dAicent. * "" 

t Thus in Homer : 

The king of kings majestically tall, 

Toweis o'er his armies and outshines them all. I 

Fops.— niad, li. 488. 
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And said the Chief from distant China came— 

Sohrdb abrupt demands the hero’s name j 

The name unknown, grief wrings his aching heart, 

And yearning anguish speeds her venom’d dart i 
To him his mother gave the tokens true. 

He secs them all, and all but mock his view. 

When gloomy fate descends in evil hour, 

Can human wi^om bribe her favouring power ? 

Yet, gathering hope, again with restless mien 
He marks the Chiefe who crowd the warlike scene. 

“ Where numerous heroes, horse and foot, appear, 

“ And brazen trumpets thrill the listening car, 

“ Behold the proud pavilion of the brave ! 

“ With wolves emboss’d the silken banners wave. 

The throne’s bright gems with radiant lustre glow, 
Slaves rank’d around with duteous homage bow. 

What mighty Chieftain rules his cohorts there ? 

His name and lineage, free from guile, declare I ” 

Giw, son of Giidarz, long a glorious name, 

‘‘ Whose prowess even transcends his father’s fame.*” 

‘‘ Mark yonder tent of pure and dazzling white, 

Whose rich brocade reflects a quivering light ; 

“ An ebon seat surmounts the ivory throne ; 

“ There frowns in state a warrior of renown. 

The crowding slaves his awful nod obey, 

“ And silver moons around his banij(prs play ; 

“ What Chief, or Prince, has grasped the hostile sword ? 
Fjaburz, the son of Persia’s mighty lord.” 

As^in : “ These standards shew one champion more, 
Upon their centre flames the savage boar ; f 


* The text says that he was also the Boii,in-law of Rastem. 
f The word Guraz signifies a wild boar, but this acceptation leT not ye^ 
accordant to Mu^ulmaii notions, and consequently is not supposed, by the 
orthodoxy to have tliat meaning in the text. It is ourious that the name of 
the Warrior, Guv^tz, should correspond with the bearings on the standard. 
This frequently obtains iii the heraldiy of Europe. Family bearings seem to 
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The, safiron-hued pavilion brigfht ascends, 

“ Whence many a fold of tasselled fringe depends ; 
Who there presides ? 

, GurdiZ, from heroes sprung, 
Whose praisfi exceeds the power of mortal tongue.” 
Thus, anxious, he explored the crowded field, 

Nor once the secret of his birth revealed ; * 

Heaven will’d it so. Pressed down Hy silent grief, 
Surrounding objects promised no relief. 

This wdrld to mortals still denies repose, 

And life is still the scene of many woes. 

Again his eye, instinctive turned, descried 
The green pavilion, and the warrior’s pride. 

Again he cries : 0 tell his glorious name ; 

“ Yon gallant horse declares the hero’s fame ! ” 

But false llujlr the aspiring hope repelled. 

Crushed the fond wish, the soothing balm withheld, 

“ And why should I conceal his name from thee ? 
Jlis name and title are unknown to me.” 

Then thus Sohrilb — In all that thou hast said, 
No sign of Rustem have thy words conveyed ; 

“ Thou sayest he leads the Persian host to arms. 
With him has battle lost its boisterous charms ? 

Of him no trace thy guiding hand has shewn ; 

Can power supreme remain unmark’d, unknown ? ” 


bo ^ed in every country of any degree of civilization. Krusenstern, the 
Russian circumnavigator, speaking of the Japanese, says, “El very due hakihis 
family arms worked into his clothes, in ditFei;ent places, about tfio sizc^of a 
half dollar, a practice usual to both sexes ^ and in this mann:*^ any person 
may bon-ccognized, and the family to which ho belongs easily ascertained. A 
young lady wears her father’s arms until after her marriage, when she assumes 
those of her husband. The greatest mark of honour which a Prince or a 
Governor can confei* upon any one, is to give him a cloak with his arma^ 
iipon*it,.the person having such a one wearing his own arms upon bis under • 
dress.” 

* ^irdausf consideia this to be destiny ! It would have bcon natn^ in 
Bobrl^ to have gloried in the fame of his father, but fron^ an in^'.^table dis- 
pensation, his lips are hero sealed on that subject ;^and ho Inquires of 'Rustem 
as if he only wanted to single him out for the purpose of destroying him. 
The people of Persia are all fatalists. 


€10 2 
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** Perhaps retiimed to Z^bul’s verdant bowers, 

“ He undisturbed enjoys his peaceful hours, 

The vernal banquets may constrain his stay, 

And rural sports invite prolonged delay.” 

‘‘ Ah ! say not thus ; the Champion of the world. 
Shrink from the kindling war with banners furled ! * 

“ It cannot be ! Say where his lightnings dart, 

Shew me the tl^aiTior, all thou know’st impart ; 

“ Treasures uncounted shall be thy reward, 

“ Death changed to life, my friendship more than shared. 
“ Dost thou not know what, in the royal ear. 

The Miibid said — befitting Kings to hear ? 

" * Untold, a secret is a jewel bright, 

“ ^ Yet profitless whilst hidden from the light ; 

* But when revealed, in words distinctly given, 

** * It shines refulgent as the sun through heaven.* ” f 
To him, Hujir evasive thus replies : 

Through all the extended earth his glory flics I 
Whenever dangers round the nation close, 

Bustem approaches, and repels its foes ; 

** And shouldst thou see him mix in mortal strife, 

“ Thou'dst think *twere easier to escape with life 


* The continued anxiety and perseyering filial duty of Sohr&b are described 
with great success. The case is unparallel^. Tclcmachus at once declares the 
object of his inquiries. 

My sire, I seek, where’er the voice of fame 
Has told the glories of his noble name ; 

The great Ulysses Pope. 


But Sohr&b b- dark and mysterious, and, as Firdausi says in another place, 
the unconsdious promoter of his own destruction. m 

t This passage will remind the classical reader of the speech of Themis- 
tocles, in Plutarch, addressed to Xerxes. The Persian King had assured him 
of his protection, and ordered him to declare freely whhte^er he had to pro- 
;pose conoeming Greece. Themistocles replied, **That a man's disconrse was 
like a piece of tapestry which, when spread open, displays its figures ; but 
when it is folded np, they are hidden and lost ; ” therefore he b^ed time^/ 
The King^ delic^M with the oompaxison, bade him take what time he 
l^eased ; and he desired a year ; in which s^e he learned the Penian 
language, so^as to be able t6 oonverse with the King without an •interpreter* 
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“ From tiger fell, or demon — or the fold 
“ Of the chafed dragon, than his dreadful hold — 

“ When fiercest battle clothes the fields with fire, 

“ Before his rage embodied hosts retire ! ** 

“ And wherd didst thou encountering armies see ? 

“ Why Rustenf s praise so proudly urge to me ? 

“ Let us but meet and thou shalt trembling know, 

“ How fierce that wrath which bids my bosom glow : 

“ If living fiames express his boundless ire, 

“ O’erwjielming waters quench consuming fire I 
“ And deepest darkness, glooms of ten-fold night, 

“ Fly from the piercing beams of radiant light.” 

Hujir shrunk back with undisscmbled dread. 

And thus communing, with himself, he said — 

** Shall I, regardless of my country, guide 
To Rustem’s tent this furious homicide ? 

“ And witness there destruction to our host ? 

The bulwark of the land for ever lost ! 

“ What Chief can then the Tartar power restrain I 
“ Kaus dethroned, the mighty Rustem slain ! 

“ Better a thousand deaths should lay me low, 

Than, living, yield such triumph to the foe, 

** For in this struggle should my blood be shed, 

“ No foul dishonour can pursue me, dead ; 

“ No lasting shame my father’s age oppress, 

‘^^Whom eighty sons of martial courage bless I* 

‘‘ They for their^brother slain, incensed will rise, 

And pour their vengeance on my enemies.” 

Then thus aloud — “ Can idle words avail ? 

“•Whjj still of Rustem urge the frequent tale ? 

“ Why for the elephant-bodied hero ask ? 

" Thee, he will find, — ^no uncongenial task. 

^ • • 

* Hojfr was the eon of Giidarz. A family of the extent mentioned in the 
tot is not of rare occunrance amongst the Princes of the East. The King of 
ftiria.had, in 1809, according to Mr. Morier, ** thiy-fiw As the 

Persians make no account of females, it is not known how many daughten 
he had. 
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“ Why seek pretences to destroy my life ? 

“ Strike, for no Rustem views th' unequal strife ! ” 

Sohrdb confused, with hopeless auguish mourned, 

Back from the lofty walls he quick returned, 

And stood amazed. 

Now war and vengeance claim, 
Collected thought and deeds of mighty name > 

The jointed mail his vigorous body clasps, 

His sinewy hand the shining javelin grasps j 
Like a mad. elephant ho meets the foe, ^ 

His steed a moving mountain— deeply glow 
His cheeks with passionate ardour, as he flies 
Resistless onwards, and with sparkling eyes, 

Full on the centre drives his daring horse — * 

The yielding Persians fly his furious course ; 

As the wild ass impetuous springs away, 

When the fierce lion thunders on his prey.f 
By every sign of strength and martial power, 

They think him Rustem in his direst hour ; 

On Kdus now his proud defiance falls. 

Scornful to him the stripling warrior calls : 

'' And why art thou misnamed of royal strain ? 

“ What work of thine befits the tented plain ? 

“ This thiraty javelin socks thy coAvard breast ; 

“ Thou and thy thousands doomed to endless rest. 

True to my oath, which time can never change, 

“ On thee, proud King I I hurl my just revenge. 

0 

* The iftijub-gah is the centre or heart of the army, where the Sovereign 
or Chief cT the troops usually remains. 

t Firdausi is generally very brief in his similes, “like a Ifen,” “like a 
wolf,” occur repeatedly. Thus in the fourth book of the Iliad, the Greeks 
and Trojans are characterized in two words, “ lik^ wolves,” which Poi)o 
has translated : 

As 0 er their prey rapacious wolves engage, 
hnt In tlfls place the Fersian poet is more circumstantial. 

The chleiii fled from him Uke wlld-asses from the daws of a liom 
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The blood of Zind inspires my btirning hate, 

And dire resentment hurries On thy fate ; 

“ Whom canst thou send to try the desperate sti ife ? 

What valiant Ohief, regardless of his life ? 

“ Where now oan Fraburz, Tiis, Glw, Oiidarz, be, 
And the world-conquering Ilustcin, where is lie ? ” 
No prompt reply from Persian lip ensued, — 

Then rushing on, with demon-strength endued, 
Sohrab elate his javelin wave 1 aroun&, 

And hurled the bright pavilion to the ground ; 

With horror Kaus feels destruction nigh, 

And cries : For Rustem’s needful succour fly I 
“ This frantic Turk, trium])haiit on the plaiu, 

“ Withers the souls of all my warrior train.” 

That instant Tus the mighty Champion sought, 

And told the deeds the Taitar Chief had wrought ; 

“ ’Tis ever thus, the brainless Monarch’s due 1 
Shame and disaster still his steps pursue I ” 

This saying, from his tent he soon descried, 

The wild confusion spreading far and wide ; 

And saddled Rakush — whilst, in deep dismay, 
Girgln incessant cried — “ Speed, speed, away.” 
Rehilm bound on the mace, Tus promptly ran. 

And buckled on the broad Burgustuwdn. 

Rustem, meanwhile, the thickening tumult heara 
And in his heart, untouched by human fears, 

Says : What k this, that feeling seems to stun I 
This battle must be led by Ahirmun,* 

“ The awful day of doom must have begun.” 

haste he arms, and mounts his bounding stcci, 
The growing rage demands redoubled speed ; 

The leopardjs skin he o’er his shoulders throws, 

,T^e regal* girdle round his middle glows.t 


* * l^hirmun, a demon, the principle of cTil. • 

f This girdle was the gift of the king, as a token of aflfedtion and gratitude. 
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High wave his glorious banners ; broad revealed. 
The pictured dragonfi glare along the field 
Borne by Zii^ra. When, surprised, he views 
Sohrdb, endued with ample breast and thews, 

Like Silm Suwiir, he beckons him apart ; 

The youth advances with a gallant heart, 

Willing to prove his adversary’s might, 

By single combat to decide the fight ; 

And eagerly, “ together brought,” he cries, 

“ Remote from us be foemen, and allies, 

“ And though at once by either host surveyed, 

“ Ours be the strife which asks no mortal aid.” 

Rustem, considerate, view’d him o’er and o’er. 

So wondrous graceful was the form he bore. 

And frankly said : Experience flows with age. 
And many a foe has felt my conquering rage ; 
Much have I seen, superior strength and art 
Have borne my spear thro’ many a demon’s heart 
“ Only behold me on the battle plain, 

“ Wait till thou see’st this hand the war sustain, 

“ And if on thee should changeful fortune smile. 
Thou necdst not fear the monster of the Nile ! t 


Jonathan gives to David, among other things, his girdle : ** Because ho loved 
him as his own soul. ” — 1 Samuel, xviii. 3, 4. Thus Homer : 

(Eneus a belt of matchless work bestowed, 

That rich with Tyrian dyo refulgent glowm. 

PoPE.-Iliiid, vl. 219. 

And Virgil ; 

Euryalus plialcras nhamnetis, et aurea bullis. 

Cingula, Tiburti Remnlo ditissimiis olim, 

Qiur inittit dona, hos]ntio nnnm jungerct absens, 

Cosdicus : ille suo morions dht liabera nepoti. J^pcid, Jx, 869. 

* The following boast of Ulysses is less questionable : 

Stand forth, yo Cliampions who the gauntlets wield, 

Or ye, the swiftest racers of the field I 

Stand forth, yc wrestlers, who those pastimes grace, 

I wield the gauntlet, and I run the race 1 

In such heroic games I yield to none. Pope.— Odyssey, vlii..20B. 

i* A crocodile in war, with Firdausi, is a figure of great power and strongth. 
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Bat soft compassion melts my soul to save, 

“ A youth so blooming with a mind so brave I 
The generous s^ech Sohnib attentive heard, 

His heart expanding glowed at every word : 

“ One question hnswer, and in answering shew, 

“ That truth slibuld ever from a warrior flow ; 

Art thou not Rustem, whose exploits sublime, 

“ Endear his name thro’ every distant; clime ? ” 

I boast no station of exalted birth, 

‘‘ No prqpd pretensions to distinguished worth ; 

“ To him inferior, no such powers are mine, 

‘‘No offspring I of Nlrum’s glorious line I ” * 

The prompt denial dampt his filial joy, 

All hope at once forsook the Warrior-boy, 

His opening day of pleasure, and the bloom 
Of cherished life, immersed in shadowy gloom. 

Perplexed with what his mother’s words implied 
A narrow space is now prepared, aside, 

For f ingle combat. With disdainful glance 
Each boldly shakes his death-devoting lance. 

And rushes forward to the dubious fight ; 

Thoughts high and brave their burning souls excite ; 

Now sword to sword ; continuous strokes resound. 

Till glittering fragments strew the dusty ground. 

Each grasps his massive club with added force,! 

T^e folding mail is rent from either horse ; 

Jt seemed as if tITe fearful day of doom 
Had, clothed in all its withering terrors, come. 

Their shattered corslets yield defence no more — 

At length they breathe, defiled with dust and gord ; 

** It is difficult tp account fox this denial of his name, as there appears to • 
bo no^uixalent cause. But aU* the famous heroes, described in the Sh&h 
Ndmeh, are as much distinguished for their address and cunning, as their 
baarepj. , 

t The original is Umud, which appears to bare been weapon made of 
iroiL ^ fJmOd also fdgniftes a oolumn, a beam. 
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Their gasping throats with parching thirst tee dry, 
Gloomy and fierce they roll the lowering eye* 

And frown defiance. Son and Father driven 
To mortal strife I are these the ways of Heaven ? 

The various swarms which boundlesS ocean breeds, 

The countless tribes which crop the ‘flowery meads, 

All know their kind, but hapless man alone 
Has no instingtive feeling for his own I 
Compcird to pause, by every eye surveyed, 

Eustem, with shame, his wearied strength betrayed ; 

Foil’d by a youth in battle’s mid career, 

Ilis groaning spirit almost sunk with fear 5 
Recovering strength, again they fiercely meet ; 

Again they struggle with redoubled heat ; 

With bended bows they furious now contend 5 
And feather’d shafts in rattling showers descend ; 

Thick as autumnal leaves they strew the plain,* 

Harmless their points, and all their fuiy vain. 

And now they seize each other’s girdle-band ; 

Eustem, who, if he moved his iron hand. 

Could shake a mountain, and to whom a rock 
Seemed soft as wax, tried, with one mighty stroke 
To hurl him thundering from his fiery steed, 

But Fate forbids the gallant youth should bleed ; 

Finding his wonted nerves relaxed, amazed 
That hand he drops which never had been raised 
Uncrowned with victory, even wheii demons fought, 

And pauses, wildercd with despairing thought. 

Sohrab again springs with terrific grace, 

And lifts, from saddle-bow,* his ponderous mace ; 

With gather’d strength the quick-descending blow 
Wounds in its fall, and stuns the unwaiy foe ; 

ilhibk as aiitamnal leaTSs that strew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where the Btrurian sAiades, 

&igh OYer^arched, imbower. BIxltov,— ]9ar« Lost, i. SOI* 
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Then thus contemptuous : All thy power is gotio^ 

Thy charger’s strength exhausted as thy own ; 

‘‘ Thy bleeding wounds with pity I behold ; 

0 seek no more the combat of the bold ! ” 

Rustem to tliis reproach made no reply, 

But stood confused — meanwhile, tumultuously 
The legions closed ; with soul-appalling force, 

Troop rushed on trooi), o’erwhelmiiig jnan and horse ; 
Sohrilb, incensed, the Persian host engaged, 

Furious rfilong the scattered lines he raged ; 

Fierce as a welf he rode on every side. 

The thirsty earth with streaming gore was dyed. 

Midst the Turanians, then, the Champion sped, 

And like a tiger heaped the fields with dead. 

But when the Monarch’s danger struck his thought. 
Returning swift, the stripling youth he sought ; 

Grieved to the soul, the mighty Champion view’d 
His hands and mail with Persian blood imbrued 5 
And thus exclaimed with lion-voice — 0 say, 

“ Why with the Pemians dost thou war to-day ? 

Why not with me alone decide the fight, 

“ Thou’rt like a wolf that seek’st the fold by night,*’ 

To this Sohrilb his proud assent expressed — 

. And Rustem, answering, thus the youth addressed. 

“ Night-shadows now are thickening o’er the plain, 

‘^The morrow’s sun must see our strife again ; 

^ “ In wrestling \St us then exert our might ! ” 

He said, and eve’s last glimmer sunk in night.’* 

Thus as the skies a deeper gloom displayed, 

The stripling’s life was Easteiiing into shade I 
The gallant heroes to their tents retired. 

The sweete of rest their wearied limbs required i 

# .• • 

* Thus the single combat between Hector and Ajas is ended by the approach 
night. 

But now the night extends her awfhl shade, 

The goddess parts you : be the night obey’d I* 

* Po^E.<uniad, Vii. 282 
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S^hrdb, delighted with his brave career. 

Describes the fight in anxious car : 

Tells how he forced unnumbered Chiefs to yield, 

And stood himself the victor of the field ! 

But let the morrow’s dawn,” he cried, arrive. 
And not one Persian shall the day Survive ; 
Meanwhile let wine its strengthening balm impart, 
And add new^zeal to every drooping heart.” 

The valiant Giw with Rustem pondering stood, 

And, sad, recalled the scene of death and blqpd ;] 
Grief and amazement heaved the frequent sigh, 

And almost froze the crimson current dry. 

Rustem, oppressed by Giw’s desponding thought, 
Amidst his Chiefs the mournful Monarch sought ; 

To him he told Sohrab’s tremendous sway, 

The dire misfortunes of this luckless day ; 

Told with what grasping force he tried, in vain, 

To hurl the wondrous stripling to the plain : 

“ The whispering zephyr might as well aspire 
“ To shako a mountain — such his strength and fire. 

“ But night came on — and, by agreement, we 
“ Must meet again to-morrow — wlio shall be 
‘‘ Victorious, Heaven knows only :-~for by Heaven, 

“ Victory or death to man is ever given,” 

This said, the King, o’erwhelmed in deep despair. 
Passed the dread night in agony and prayer. 

The Champion, silent, joined his bands at rest. 
And spumed at length despondence from his breast ; 
Removed from all, he cheered Ziiara’s heart. 

And nerved his soul to bear a trying part : — 

“ Ere early morning gilds the etherial plain. 

In martial order range my warrior-tram } 

And when I meet in all his glorious pride. 

This valiant Tdrk whom late my rage defied, 

** Should fortune’s smiles my arduous task requite, 
Bring .them to^hare the triumph of my might ; 
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“ Blit should success the stripling's arm attend, 

And dire defeat and death iny glories end, 

“ To their loved bjmes my brave associates guide ; 

“ Let bowery Ztlbul all their sorrows hide — 

“ Comfort my venerable father’s heart ; 

In gentlest words my heavy fate impart. 

The dreadful tidings to my mother bear,* 

“ And soothe her anguish with the teijdorest care ; 

“ Say, that the will of righteous Heaven decreed, 

“ That thus in arms her mighty son should bleed. 

“ Enough of fame my various toils acquired, 

‘‘ When warring demons, bathed in blood, expired. 

“ Were life prolonged a thousand lingering years, 

“ Death comes at last and ends our mortal fears ; 

“ Kirshilsp, and Sara, and Nariman, the best 
‘‘ And bravest heroes, who have ever blest 
This fleeting world, were not endued with power, 

** To stay the march of fate one single hour ; 

‘‘ The world for them possessed no fixed abode, 

The path to death’s cold regions must be trod ; 

Then, why lament the doom ordained for all ? 

Thus Jemshid fell, and thus must Rustem fall.” 

When the bright dawn proclaimed the rising day, 

The warriors armed, impatient of delay ; 

But first Sohrjib, his proud confederate nigh, 

T21US wistful spoke, as swelled the boding sigh — 

“ Now, mark my great antagonist in arms ! 

“ His noble form my filial bosom warms ; 

My mother’s tokens shine conspicuous here, 

“•And all the proofs my Tieart demands, appear ; 

“ Sure this is Rustem, whom my eyes engage ! 

“ Shall I, P grief 1 provoke my Father’s rage ? 

. * In the East, peculiarly strong attachment to the mother is univenal. 
Kothipg can be more afifecting than the filial tenderness of Rustem, or more 
rational and just than his obserrations on human glory. • 
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Offended Nature then would curse my name, 

And shuddering nations echo with my shame.” 

He ceased, then Hiim^n : “ Vain, fantastic thought, 
Oft have I been where Persia’s Champion fought ; 

“ And thou hast heard, what wonders he performed. 
When, in his prime, Mazinderan was stormed ; 

That horse resembles Rustem’s, it is true, 

“ But not so strong, nor beautiful to view.” 

Sohriib now buckles on his war-attire. 

His heart all softness, and his brain all fire : 

Around his lips such smiles benignant ^^ilayed, 

He seemed to greet a friend, as thus he said 
“ Here let us sit together on the plain. 

Here, social sit, and from the fight refrain ; 

Ask we from heaven forgi^^euess of the past, 

And bind our souls in friendship that may last ; 
Ours be the feast — let us be warm and free. 

For powerful instinct draws mo still to thee ; 

“ Fain would my heart in bland affection join, 

Then let thy generous ardour equal mine ; 

“ And kindly say, with whom I now contend — 

What name distinguished boasts my warrior-friend ! 
Thy name unfit for champion brave to hide, 

" Thy name so long, long sought, and still denied ; 

Say, art thou Rustem, whom I burn to know ? 

“ Ingenuous say, and cease to be my foe ! ” 

Sternly the mighty Champion cric*d, “ Away, — 

‘‘ Hence with thy wiles — ^now practised to delay ; 

Tile promised struggle, resolute, I claim, 

“ T^hen cease to move me to an act of shame.” 

Sohrilb rejoined — “ Old man ! thou wilt not hear 
** The words of prudence uttered in thihe ear ; 

** Then, Heaven ! look on.” 

Preparing for the shock, 

Each bin(Js hjs charger to a neighbouring rock ; 
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And girds his loins, and mbs hi^ wrists, and tries 
Their suppleness and force, with angry eyes ; 

And now they me^t — now rise, and now descend, 

And strong and fierce their sinewy arms extend ; 
Wrestling with all their strength they grasp and strain. 
And blood and sweat flow copious on the plain ; 

Like raging elephants they furious close ; 

Oommutual wounds are given, and wucnching blows. 
Sohrab nows claps his hands, and forward springs 
Impatiently, and round the Champion clings ; 

Seizes his giixile belt, with power to tear 
The very earth asunder ; in despair 
Rustem, defeated, feels his nerves give way. 

And thundering falls. SohrAb bestrides his prey : 

Grim as the lion, prowling through the wood. 

Upon a wild ass springs, and pants for blood. 

His lifted sword had lopt the gory head. 

But Rustem, quick, with crafty ardour said : — 

‘‘ One moment, hold I what, are our laws unknown ? 

A Chief may fight till he is twice o’erthrown ; 

“ The second fall, his recreant blood is spilt. 

These arc our laws, avoid the menaced guilt.’* 

Proud of his strength, and easily deceived. 

The wondering youth the artful tale believed ; 

Released his prey, and, wild as wind or wave, . 
Ifeglecting all the pmdence of the brave, 

^Turned from the place, nor once the strife renewe^ 
But bounded o’er the plain and other cares pursued, 

As if all memory of the war ha(} died. 

All thoughts of him with whom his strength was fried. 

Hiimdn, confounded at the stripling’s stay. 

Went forth, ahd heard jihe fortune of the day j 
Am'^ed to find the mighty Rustem freed, 

.With deepest grief he wailed the luckless deed. 

“ What ! loose a raging lion from the snare, 

And let him growling hasten to hi^ lair ? 
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“ Bethink thee well ; in war, from this unwise, 

** This thoughtless act what countless woes may rise ; 

** Never again suspend the final blow, 

“ Nor trust the seemitig weakness oi* a foe ! ” * ^ 

** Hence with complaint,” the dauntless youth replied, 

‘‘ To-morrow’s contest shall his fate decide.” 

When Rustem was released, in altered mood 
He sought the cpolness of the murmuring flood ; 

There quenched his thirst; and bathed his limbs, and 
prayed, 

Beseeching Heaven to yield its strengthening aid. 

His pious prayer indulgent Heaven approved, 

And growing strength through all his sinews moved ; f 
Buch as erewhile his towering structure knew, 

When his bold arm unconquered demons slew. 

• Tet in his mien no confidence appeared, 

No ardent hope his wounded spirits cheered. 

Again they met. A glow of youthful grace, 

Diffused its radiance o'er the stripling’s foce, 

And when he saw in renovated guise. 

The foe so lately mastered ; with surprise. 

He cried — “ What ! rescued from my power, again 
Dost thou confront me on the battle plain ? 

“ Or, dost thou, wearied, draw thy vital breath, 

" And seek, from warrior bold, the shaft of death ? 

** Truth has no charms for thee, old man ; ejen noW; 

• ^ “ Some further cheat may lurk upon ihy brow ; 

^ “ Tivice have I shewn thee mercy, twice thy age 
Haiih been thy safety — twice it soothed my rage.” 

Theh mild the Champion: Youth is proud and vain! 

** The. idle boast a warrior would disdain ; 

' ' * Thus also S&di, ** Knowest tHoa wbat W said to Rustefhi the Ohaupion ? 
Kever calculate upon the weakness or insignificance of an enemy.’* 
t Rustem is as much distinguished for piety as bravery. Every success is 
atti'ibutedrby him to the favour of Heaven. In the achievement of his labours^ 
in the Heft-Khan, his devotion is constant, and he everywhere justly acknow- 
ledges that powec and victory are derived from Hod alone. 
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This aged arm perhaps may yet control, 

The wanton fiiry that inflames thy soul I ” 

Again, dismounting, each the other viewed 
With sullen glance, and swift the fight renewed ; 
Clenched front fib front, again they tug and bend, 
Twist their broali limbs as every nerve would rend ; 
With rage convulsive Rustem grasps him round ; * 
Bends his strong back, and hurls him fo the ground ; 
Him, who had deemed the triumph all his own ; 

But dubious of his power to kf ep him down, 

Like lightning quick he gives the deadly tliriist, 

And spums the Stripling weltering in the dust. 

— Thus as his blood that shining steel imbrues, 

Thine too shall flow, when Destiny pursues ; t 
For when she marks the victim of her power, 

A thousand daggem speed the dying hour. 

Writhing with pain Sohrab in muniuii’s sighed — 
And thus to Rustem — “ Vaunt not, in thy pride ; 

“ Upon myself this sorrow have I brought, 

Thou but the instrument of fate — which wrought 
“ My downfall ; thou art guiltless — guiltless quite ; 

“ 01 had I seen my father jn the fight, 


* -Thus Entellus renews the combat with increased yigoiir. 

Acrior ad pugnam redit, ac vim Hii^citat ira. 

Turn pudor iiicendit vires, et conscia virtus— iEneld, v. 45 1 . 

t The expression in the Original is remarkable. ** Assuredly, as thou Ii.ist 
thirsted for blood, Dcstipy will also thirst for thine, arut the very hedt'a 
thy hod/y will become daggers to destroy thee'' This passage is queued in flin 
preface to the Sh&h Ndmeh, collated by order of Bayisunghur Kban, as tlio 
productiqik of the poet Unsari. Un.lhri was* one of the seven podts wlioin 
Mahmhd appointed to give Specimens of their powers in versifying the History 
of the Kings of Persia. The story of Rustem and Sohr&b fell to Unsari, and 
hia arrangement of it«contained the above verses, which so delighted the ^ 
Snlt&n th.:t he diredted the poet to^indertake the whole work. This occurred ' 
before Firdausi was introduced at Court and eclipsed every competitor. In 
compliment to Mahmdd, perhaps he ingrafted them on his own poem, or 
mb^Ll^obably they have been interpolated sinoe. • 

• ■ D D 
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My glorious father ! Life will soon he o’er, 

“ And liis gi’cat deeds encliaiii my soul no more I 
" Of him my mother gave the mark and sign, 

For him I sought, &,nd what an end is mine ! 

“ My only wish on earth, my constant sigh, 

• Him to behold, and with that wish I die. 

“ But hope not to elude his piercing sight, 

“ In vain for thee the deepest glooms of night ; 

“ Couldst thou through Ocean’s depths for refuge fly, 

Or midst the star-beams track the upper sky ! * 

Rustem, with vengeance armed, will roach thee there, 

“ His soul the prey of anguish and despair.” 

An icy horror chills the Champion’s heart, 

' His brain whirls round with agonizing smart ; 

O’er his wan check no gushing sorrows How, 

Senseless he sinks beneath the weight of woe ; 

Relieved at length, with frenzied look, he cries : 

“ Prove thou art mine, confirm my doubting eyes ! 

“ For 1 am Rustem ! ” Piercing was the groan, 

Which from burst his torn heart — as wild gjicl lone, 

He gazed upon him. Dire amazement shook 
The dying youth, and mournful thus he spoke : 

“ If thou art Rustem, cruel is thy part, 

“ No warmth paternal seems to fill tliy heart ; ■ 

“ Rise hadst thou known me when, with strong desire, 

“ I fondly claimed thee for iny valiant sire ; 

“ Now from my body strip the shining mail, 

“‘iJntie these bands, ere life and feeling fail ; 

And on my arm the direful proof behold I 
Thy sacred bracelet of refulgent gold ! 

‘‘ When the loud brazen drums were heard afar, 

And, echoing round, proclaimed the ponding war, 

" Literally, **Wert iLoua fitli in the sea, or a star in the heavens.” Tlius 
also iEn'ias to Turnus : 

Vi'itb miincs li'ie in facies; ct conti*ahe, quidqnid 

Sivi* .uninis sive arte vales : opta ardiua i>eni)is 

Astra sequi, etaubUinquc cava tc coiiderc turro. jSSnr^id, xiJ. 891. 
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“ Whilst parting tears my mother’s eyes o’crfowed, 

This mystic gift her bursting heart testowcd : 

“ ‘ Take this,’ sli^ said, ‘ thy father’s token wear, 

“ ‘ And promised glory will reward thy care.’ 

“ The hour is conic, but fraught with bitterest woe, 

“ AVo meet in blood to wail the fatal blow.” 

The loosened mail unfolds the bracelet bright. 

Unhappy gift ! to Rustem’s wildered sight ; 

Prostrate he falls — “ By my unnatural hand, 

“ My son, my son is slain — and from the land 
“ Uprooted.’^ — Frantic, in the dust his hair 
l ie rends in agony and deep despair ; 

The western sun had disappeared in gloom. 

And still, the Champion wept his cruel doom ; 

His A\'ondering legions marked the long delay. 

And, seeing Rakush riderless astray. 

The rumour (piick to Persia’s Monarch spread, 

And there described the mighty Rustem dead. 

Kalis, alarmed, the fatal tidings hears ; 

His bosom quivers with increasing fears. 

Speed, speed, and see what has befallen to-day 
** To cause these groans and tears — what fatal fray ! 

If he be lost, if breathless on the ground, 

And this young warrior, with the conquest crowned — 
Then must I, humbled, from my kingdom torn, 
i»^AVander like ^emshid, through the world forlorn.” 

The army roused, rushed o’er the dusty plain. 

Urged by the Monarch to revenge the slain ; 

Wild consternation sad<Jened qvery face, 

Tiis winged witli horror sought the fatal place, 

And there beheld the agonizing sight, — 

The murejorflus end of that unnatural fight. 

*Sohrab, still breathing, hears the shrill alarms, 

. His gentle speech suspends the clang of arms ; 

./emshiers glory and misfortuncH, a» said lieforc, are*tLe constant theme 
of admiration ^iid reflection amongst the ^oets of Persia. * 

D D 2 
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•* My light of life now fluttering sinks in shade, 

" TiO.t venffeanfie sleep, and peaceful vows bo made. 

‘‘ Reseecjh the King to spare this Tartar host, 

For they are guiltless, all to them is lost ; 

I led them on, their souls with glory fired, 

“ While mad ambition all my thoughts inspired. 

In search of thee, the world before my eyes, 

“ War was my (iioice, and thou the sacred prize ; 

“ With thee, my sire ! in virtuous league combined, 

“ No tyrant King should persecute mankind. 

“ That hope is past — the storm has ceased to rave — 

“ My ripening honours wither in the grave ; 

“ Tlicn let no vengeance on my comrades fall, 

‘ Mine was the guilt, and mine the soitow, all ; 

How often have I sought thee — oft my mind 

“ Figured thee to my sight o’erjoyed to find 

My mother’s token ; disappointment came, 

‘‘ When thou deniedst thy lineage and thy name ; 

“ Oh ! still o’er thee my soul impassioned hung, 

“ Still to my Father fond affection clung ! 

“ But fat«, remorseless, all my hopes withstood, 

And stained thy reeking hands in kindred blood.” 
Hia faltering breath protracted speech denied ; 

Still from his eye-lids flowed a gushing tide ; 

Through Rustem’s soul redoubled horror ran, 
Heart-rending thoughts subdued the mighty man. 
And now, at last, with joy-illumined eye. 

The Ziibul bands their glorious Chief descry ; 

But when they saw his pale and haggard look. 

Knew from*w'hat mournful cause he gazed and shooK, 
With downcast mien they moaned and wept aloud ; 
While Rustem thus addressed the weepirig crowd : 

“ Here ends the war ! let gentle peace succeed, 
Enough of death, I — I have done the deed ! ” 

Then to hjs brother, groaning deep, he said — 

0 what a curse upon a parent’s head 1 
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“ But go — and to the Tartar say — no more, 

Let war between us steep the earth with gore.” 

Zdara flew and wildly spoke his grief, 

To crafty Hiiinan, the Turanirfli Chief, 

Who, with dissembled sorrow, heard him tell 
The dismal tictiiigs which he knew too well ; 

“ And who,” he said, “ has caused these tears to flow? 

“ Who, but Ilujir ? He might liava stayed the blow, 

But when Solirab his Fatlier’s banners sought ; 

“ He sfcill denied that here the Champion fought ; 

He spread ihe ruin, he the secret knew, 

‘‘ Hence should his crime receive the vengeance due !” 
Ziiara, frantic, breathed in Rustenrs car, 

The treachery of the captive Chief, Huji'r ; 

Whose headless trunk had weltered on the strand. 

But prayers and force withlield tlio lifted hand. 

Then to his dying son the Champion turned. 

Remorse more deep within his bosom burned ; 

A burst of frenzy lived his throbbing brain ; 

He clenched bis sword, but found his fury vain ; 

The Persian Chiefs the desperate act represt, 

And tried to calm the tumult in his breast :* 

Thus Giidarz spoke — Alas ! wert thou to give 
“ Thyself a thousand wounds, and cease to live ; 

What would it bo to him thou sorrowest o’er ? 

It would not save one pang — then weep no more ; 

For if removed by death, 0 say, to w^hom 
Has ever been vouchsafed a different doom ? ' 

‘‘ All are the prey of death — the crowmed, the Idw, 

• And man, through li®, the victim still of woe.^ 

Then Rustem ; “ Fly ! and to the King relate, 

‘‘ The pressing hoiTors which involve my fate ; 

• • * 

* Antilochus tliua restrainB the foxy of Achilles on being told of the fate of 
TPatf^clus : He * 

Hangs on his arms, amidst his U-antic woe, • 

And oft pi’events tlie meditated blow. Foi'^ —Illad, xvlli. 34. 
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*• And if the memory pf my deeds e’er swayed 
“ llis mind, 0 supplicate his generous aid ; 

A sovereign balm he has whose wopdrons power, 

“ All wounds can heal^ and fleeting life restore 
“ Swift from his tent the potent medicine bring.” 

‘—But mnrk the malice of the brainless King I 

Hard as the flinty rock, he stern denies 

The healthful d^^ught, and gloomy thus replies : 

“ Can I forgive liis foul and slanderous tongue ? 

The sharp disdain on me contemptuous flung ? 

“ Scorned ’midst my army by a shameles boy, 

“ Who sought ru}^ thi-one, my sceptre to destroy ! 

“Nothing hut mischief from his heart can flow, 

H Is it, then, wise to cherish such a foe ? 

“ T^hc fool who warms his enemy to life, 

“ Only prepares for scenes of future strife.” 

Gudarz, I'eturning, told the hopeless tale — 

And thinking Rustem’s presence might prevail ; 

The Champion rose, but ere ho rcaclied the throne, 

Sohrah had breathed the last expiring groan. 

Now keener anguish rack’d the father’s mind, 

Reft of his son, a murderer of his kind ; 

His guilty sword distained with filial gore, 
lie beat his burning breast, his hair he tore ; 

The breathless corse befoi’e his shuddering view, 

A shower of ashes o’er his head he threw ; f 

*' These 1 medicated draughts arc often mentioned in Romances. The 
rcadox* will recollect the banter upon them in Don Quixote, where the Knight 
of La Mancha enumerates to Sanclio the euros which had been performed upon 
j many v.'ilorJhis champions, covered with wuunds. The Uindus, in theh hooks 
' on medi(!inc, talk of drugs for the recovery of the dead ! 

+ Scattering ashes over tlie head is a very ancient mode of expressing grief, 
^hus 2 Samuel, iii. 31 : “And David said to Joab, and to all the people that 
Verc with him, Rend your clothes, and gird' you with sackclooh, and mourn 
before Abner.” Also, xiii. 19 : “And Tamar x>ut ashes on her head, and 
rent her garment.'* And thus Homer : 

' A sudden horror shot through all the Chief, 

Aiul wrapt his senses in the cloud of grief, 

Cast 1)11 tlie ground, with fiirions hands he spread 
1 he scorching aslies o’er liis graceful head. Pope. — Iliad, xviii. 22. 
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‘‘ Til iny old age,’* he cried, " whafc Have I done ? 

“ Why have I slain my son, my ilmocenfc son 1 
“ Why o’er his sjilendid dawning did I roll 
Tlie clouds of d^ath, — and pliuige my biirfchened soul 
“ In agony ? My son ! from heroes sprung ; 

“ Better these Imiids were fr-oiri my body wrung ; 

“ And solitude and darkness, deep and dj*ear, 

“ Fold mo from sight than hated linger here. 

But when his mother hears, with horror wild, 

“ That I have shed the life-blood of her child, 

“ So noT?ly brjive, so dearly loved, in vain, 

“ ILow can her heart that rending shock sustain ?” 

Now on a bier the Fersian warj*ioi*s pla(!0 
'J’lie bi'cathlcss Youth, and shade his pallid face ; 

And turning from that fatal field away, 

IMove towards the Champion’s homo in long array. 

Then llusteiri, sick of martial pomp and show. 

Himself the spring of all this scene of woe. 

Doomed to the flames the pageantry he loved,* 

Shield, spear, and mace, so oft in battle proved ; 

Now lost to all, encompassed by despair ; 

TIis bright pavilion crackling blazed in air ; 

The sparkling throne the ascending column fed ; 

III smoking fragments fell the golden bed ; 

The raging fire red glimmering died away, 

And all the Warrior’s pride in dust and ashes lay. 

* Kiiiis, the Ki«g, now joins the mournful Chief, 

And tries to soothe his deep and settled grief ; 

* Tlgire is somctliing in Virgil siailar to* this paroxysm of*wr^th against 
inanimate things, where Dido bids her sister erect a pile to bum the arms and ■ 
presents of ^nciis. 

Tu s^crota i)yTam tecto interiore sub anras, 

Sngt'., et anna vir^ tlialamo quse fixa rclinquit, 

Iiiipiu£', cxiuiusquc oiuucs, lectuinque jiigalcm, 

Quo peril, Bupeiiinpouas. iEneid, iv. 494. 

%ut ‘tkere is more of grandeur in the despairing anguish of Kustem. 1 know 
nothing of the kind in any of our Epic or Dramatic poets superior to this tine 
burst of agonised feeling and remorse. 
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For soon or late we yield our vital breath, 

And all our worldly tt’oubles end in death ! 

AVhen first I saw him, graceful in his might, 

He looked far*othertthan a Tartar’knight ; 

Wondering I gazed — now Destiny h&s throw^n 
‘‘ Him on thy sword — ^lic fought, and he is gone ; 

“ And should even HeaVen against the earth be liuiicd, 

'' Or fire inwrap in crackling flAmes the world, 

“ That which is past — we never can restore, 

“ His soul has travelled to some happier shore. 

“ Alas ! no good from sorrow canst thou reap. 

Then wherefore thus in gloom and misery weep ? ” 

But Rustem’s miglity woes disdained his aid, 

His heart was drowned in grief, and thus he said : 

Yes, he is gone ! to mo for ever lost ! 

“ 0 then protect his brave unguided host ; 

“ From war removed and this detested place, 

Let them, unharmed, their mountain-wilds retrace ; 

Bid them secure my brother’s Avill obey, 

‘‘ The careful guardian of their weary way,* 

“ To where the Jihiin’s distant waters stray.” 

To this the King ; “ My soul is sad to see 

‘‘ Thy hopeless grief — but, since approved by thee, 

“ The 'Avar shall cease — though the Turanian brand 
“ Has spread dismay and terror through the land.” 

The King, appeased, no more with vengeance burned, 
The Tartar legions to their homes reti med ; 

The Persian warriors, gathering round the dead, 

Groviftlled in dust, and tears of son’ow shed ; 

The»i back to loved Iriin thefc steps the monarch led 
But Rustem, midst his native bands, remained. 

And further rites of sacrifice maintained ; 

A thousand horses bled at his command. 

And the tom drums were scattered o’er the sand ; 

* Za&ra’ conducted the troops of Afrasiy^t) across the Jihiin. Riistcm 
remained on the field of battle till his return. 



THE snAu nAmeh. 


409 


And now through Zjlbul’s deep and*bowery groves, 

In mournful pomp the sad proce*ssion moves. 

The mighty Chief on foot precedes the bier ; 

.His Warrior-friends, in grief assembled near : 

The dismal cadence rose upon the gale, 

And Zfil astonished heard the .piercing wail ; 

He and his kindred joined the solemn train ; 

Hung round the bier and wondering viewed thp slain. 

“ There gaze, and weep ! the sorrowing Father said, 

For tljere, behold my glorious offspring dead ! ” 

The hoary Sj^e shrunk backward with surprise. 

And tears of blood overflowed his aged eyes ; 

And now the Champion's rural palace gate 
lieccives the funeral gi-oup in gloomy state ; 

Itiidabeh loud bemoaned the Stripling’s doom ; 

Sweet flower, all drooping in the hour of bloom, 

His tender youth in distant bowers had iwist, 

Sheltered at home he felt no withering blast ; 

In the soft prison of his mother’s arms, 

Secure from danger and the world’s alarms. 

O ruthless Fortune ! flushed with generous pride. 

He sought his sire, and thus unhappy, died. 

Ituatem again the sacred bier unclosed ; 

Again Sohrjib to public view exposed ; 

Husbands, and Avives, and warriors, old and young, 
^truek Avith amaze, around the body hung, 

With garments^’ent and loosely flowing hair ; 

Their shrieks and clamours filled the echoing air ^ 
Frequent they cried : “ Thus SAm the Cliamgjpn slepf ! 

« Thus sleeps Sohrjlb ! ”• Ag^in they groaned, and Avept. 

How o’er the corpse a yellow robe is spread. 

The aloes bier is closed upon the dead ; 

And, to preserve the hapless hero’s name, 

Fragrant and fresh, that his unblemished fame 
Might live and bloom tlirough all succeeding days, 

A moynd sepulchral on the spot they rais^ 

Penned like a charger’s hooft * 
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In every ear 

The story has been told — ^and many a tear, 

Shed at the sad recital. Through TiirjjLn, 

Afrilsiyiib’s wide realm, and Samengan, 

Deep sunk llio tidings ; — ^nuptial bowel, and bed, 

And all that promised happiness, had fted ! 

But when Tahminoh heard this talc of woe, 

Think Jiow a mother l)ore the mortal blow ! * 

Disti’acted, wild, she spniiig from place to place ; 

With frenzied hands deformed her beauteous face ; 

The musky locks her ]iolished temples ca)wned. 

Furious she tore, and hung upon the ground ; 

Starting, in agony of grief, she gazed, — 

Her swimming eyes to Heaven imploring raised ; 

And groaning cried : Sole comfort of my life ! 

Doomed the sad victim of unnatural strife, 

“ Where art thou now with dust and blood defiled ? 

“ T^’hoii darling boy, my lost, my murdered child ! 

“ When tliou wort gone — ^liow, night and lingering day, 
“ Did thy fond mother watch the time away ; 

“ For hope still pictured all I ^^ished to see, 

“ Thy father found, and thou returned to me, 

Yes — thou, exulting in tby father’s fame ! 

“ And yet, nor sire nor son, nor tidings, came ; 

“ How could T dream of this ? ye met — but how ? 

That noble aspect — that ingenuous brow, 

“ iMoved not a nerve in him — ye met-'-to part, 

“ Alas ! the life-blood issuing from the heart. 

‘‘ Hh(>rt,vras the day which g4ive to me delight, 

“ Soon, soon, succeeds a long and dismal night ; 


* The death of Eniyalus, in the iEneid (ix. 473), Exhibits an exquisite 
.display of iiatiiial inatcrnal feeling, but Icb^ complicated and agonising than 
the death of SulirUb. Euryalus was killed in the bloom of youth by the 
enemy : Sohiab by his* Father, It 'would appear that Hfira&n, on his return, 
sent to Tahmineh the war-horse, aAnour, and evoiy thing belonging to her 
unfortunate son. 



ruE siiAn nameii 


411 


“ On whom shall now devolve ray tender care ? 
i Who, loved like thee, my bosom-sorrows share ? 

Whom shall I take to fill thy vacant place, 

To whom extend a mother’s S(tft embrace ? 

Sad fiitc ! for *0110 so yoiinii^, so fair, so brave. 

Seeking thy liithor thus to find a grave. 

Tliesci arms no more si mil fold thee to my breast, 

No more Avith thee ray soul be doubly blest ; • 

No, drowned in blood thy lifeless body lies, 

“ I<^or evgr torn irom these desiring eyes ; 

‘‘ Friendless, alone, beneath a foreign sky, 

“ Thy mail thy death-clothes — and thy father, by ; 

“ AVhy did not T conduct thee on the way,* 

“ And iioint wliero Rustem’s bright pavilion lay ? 

‘^Thou hadst the tokens — why didst thou withhold 
“ Those dear reraembrances — that pledge of gold ? 

“ iladst tliou the bi'acelet to his vieAV rcstcjred, 

“ Thy precious blood had never stained his sword.” 

Idle strong emotion choked her panting breath, 

Her veins seemed withered by the cold of death : 

The trembling matrons hastening round her mourned, 
AVitJ] piercing cries, till fluttering life returned ; 

Tlien gazing up, distraught, she wept again, 

. And frantic, seeing ’midst her pitying train, 

The favourite steed — now more tliaii ever dear, 

^^he hoofs she kissed, and bathed with many a tear ; 
Clasping the maif 8 ohrab in battle wore, 

^Vitli burning lips she kissed it o’er and o’er ; 
His'mai’tial robes she in her arms comprest, « 

And like an infant straindfi thefii to her breast ; 

The l eins, and trappings, club, and sj^ear, were brought, 
Tlie sword, and shield, Avith Avliich the Stripling fought, 

• • • *\ 

Tht-re is a similar tlioiiglit in Douglas : 

• My munlcn*<l child ! lia«l thy fond mother feared 

The loss of tJiee, she l»ad loud mnie defied, 

And wandered with thee tbrouKh the scorniug worla. 

« * Home’s DQuoLaa. 
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These she embmced with melancholy joy, 

111 sad remembrance of her darlinj? boy. 

And still she beat her face, and o’er them hung. 
As in a trance — or to them wildly clung — 

Day after day she thus indulged her ^’lef, 

• Kight after night, disdaining all rebel ; 

At length worn out — ^from earthly anguisli riven, 
The mother’s sjyrit joined her child in Heaven. 


TllJb. LND. 


BRADDURT. AORFW, * CO , PRlNltRS, W^HlTFFRlABa. 

74125**23986742 





I^REDERICK WARNE & CO., Publishcts, 


THE CHANDOS POETS. 


"Finely Pkinteu on Oooi3 Paperin Lauoe Tyi'K, and Red-line Border. 
tyUhJ)i'igiiial Xob's^ ^trcl Portrixits, ami fiiJl-parjG Ulust sat ions. 


In iiiipcml IGino, ])rice 7^. ijd. each, cloth gilt, gilt edges ; 
or morocco, IC.s’. 

Longfellow's Poetical Works. 

Legendary Ballads of England and Scotland. Edited and Com- 
l»iled by J. 8. IIoberts. 

Scott’s Poetical Works. With numerous Notes. 

Eliza Cook’s Poems. A Complclo Edition, with Portrait and Steel 
'Illustrations. 

Moore’s Poetical Works. With numerous Notes. 

Cowper’s Poetical Works. 

Milton’s Poetical Works. 

Word sworth’s Poetical Works. 

Byron’s Poetijcal Works. With Explanatory Notes. 

Mrs. Hemans’ Poetical Works. AVith Mtunoir, &c. 

Burns' Poetical Works. With Glossarial Notes. 

Hood’s Poetical Works, With Life. 

Campbell’s Poetical Works. With Notes. 

Coleridge’s Poetical Works. AVith Memoir, Notc.s, &c. 

Shelley’s Poetical Works. AVith Memoir, Notes, 

Pope’s Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey. Flaxman'.s Illustrations. 
Pope’s Poetical Works. AVith Original Notes. 

Mackay's Complete Poetical Works. 

Herbert’s (George) Poems and Prose. With Notes, &c. 

Hel er’s (Bishop) Poetical Works. AVith Notes, &c. 

Unifo'nn in sizc^ pricCy a'lid stylcy hat wilhoat Mcd-lhJe, 
Shakspeare : The Plays and Poesms. At'ith 4.'ortrait. 

Christian Lyrics. From Modern Authors. 250 Illustrations. 
Montgomery’s (James) Poetical Works. AVith Prefatory Memoir 
ond J'btplanaLory Notes. ^ C A Original Illustrations. 

Poets of the Nineteenth Century. With 120 Illustrations by 
J. E. Millais, Tenmel, Pickersoill, Sir J. Gilbert, Harrison 
"Weir, &c. * - , 


Bedford Street, Strand. 




|r]9)>£RlCK WAI^ R CO., PuUiBhen, 

THE> GHANDOS EDITION, 

• large crown* $vo, cloth gilt, uncut, price 3^. 6(i, per yolume.^ 


. HAUF-HOURS WITH 
THE BEST AUTHORS. 

Edited by Charles ICNiairr. 


Vol. I. Contains Extracts from 
Ly'jton, AuDthON, lUcov, Iloon, 
Tuaokkray, Macaulay, Dickens, 
'I*l6NNYsoN, Carlyle Smolllit, 
&c., &c. 

Vol II. Contains KxtracU from 
GoLDsMiiii, WAsiriNciOiV Irvinc, 
Charles Kixc.sfKV, liov<;A(’cu), 
Lonufkliow, pRKst’orr, Iaavk 
Walton, De (iriN« i.y, Ac., Ac. 

Vol. III. Contains E\tracts 
from CimmN, Milton, Haw- 
thorne, ( ’iiA RLo 1 j E Buon I K, 
Georqe Eliot, Souihby, Defoe, 
D'Iskaeli, &c., Ac. 

Vol. lA . Contains^ Extracts from 
SUAKSRKARE, SwiFT, ByRON, 
Kvskin, Ben Jonson, Scott, 
Dante, Uallam, Beaconsfielh, 


HALF-HOURS OF 
ENGLISH HISTORY. 


Vol. r. Froin thr Roitian Period 
to the Death of Henry II L Edited 
by Charles KMcnr, and Selected, 
fiom Burke, Guizot, Shaks- 
rKAKK, Thierry, Camden, Hume, 
Ac., Ac. 

Vol. IT. From Edward /. to Hhe, 
Jipath of EJiutlwfh. Edited by 
(’iiARirs Kniohi, and Selected 
fioni Scon, KnoLssARr, Gold- 
sMiiii, JUooN, Cavendish, 
Lxndor, Ac., Ac. 

Vol. III. From James L to 
IV it Horn and Mary. Edited by L. 
Valemine, ami Selected from 
1sAA(’ D’IsHATLI, WiT.REIlFORfK, 
Heuworih Dixon, Clarendon, 
Warruuion, Carlyle, Hallam, 
Lingard, Pepys, Ac., Ac. 

Vol. IV. Fr(yni Amie to Victdfiia, 
Edited by L. Valentine, and 
Selected from Swift, Boltnu- 
BROKE, Lord Mahon, Smollett, 
OiBRos, Macaulay, Martinead, 
McC\i:ti. Napier, Russell; 
Ac., Ac. 


Ao.. Ac. 

Each vo’anic is printeil on suporniio paper, embellislied with a new Steel 
E.i‘'raving, and bound in a unitoim dark maroon cloth. 

THIKI) LAKGE KUITIOJT. * 

, In fcap. 4to, price 10s. 6rf., cloth gilt, gilt edges ; or morocco, £1 If. 

OTHER MEN’S MINDS : Seven Th^isand Choice 

Extracts on History, Science, FJlosophy, Religion, Ac. From 
Standard Authors. Classed in, Alphabetical Order. Edited and 
Selcv'‘cd by E. Davies, D.D. 


i^edford Street, Strand. 







